
Spiritual Gifts List 
 

GIFTS THAT COMMUNICATE GOD'S WORD 

(to both unbelievers and believers) 

 

PREACHING ("Prophecy")                                                                                       

The ability to publicly communicate God's Word in an inspired way that convinces unbelievers and 

both challenges and comforts believers.  The ability to persuasively declare God's will. 

  

1 Corinthians 14:3 (ESV) 
3 On the other hand, the one who prophesies speaks to people for their upbuilding and 

encouragement and consolation. 

EVANGELISM                                                                                                             

The ability to communicate the Good News of Jesus Christ to unbelievers in a positive, non-

threatening way.  The ability to sense opportunities to share Christ and lead people to respond with 

faith. 

  
40 But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the 

towns until he came to Caesarea. 

 

MISSIONS                                                                                                                   

The ability to adapt to a different culture in order to reach unbelievers and help believers from that 

culture. 

 

 1 Corinthians 9:19-23 (ESV) 
19 For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win more of them. 20 

To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one under 

the law (though not being myself under the law) that I might win those under the law. 21 To those 

outside the law I became as one outside the law (not being outside the law of God but under the law 

of Christ) that I might win those outside the law. 22 To the weak I became weak, that I might win the 

weak. I have become all things to all people, that by all means I might save some. 23 I do it all for the 

sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in its blessings. 

Acts 13:2-3 (ESV) 
2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and 

Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3 Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands 

on them and sent them off. 

APOSTLE                                                                                                                     

The ability to start new churches and oversee their development. 



 

 Romans 15:20 (ESV) 
20 and thus I make it my ambition to preach the gospel, not where Christ has already been named, lest 

I build on someone else’s foundation, 

 

GIFTS THAT EDUCATE GOD'S PEOPLE 

  

TEACHING                                                                                                                  

The ability to educate God's people by clearly explaining and applying the Bible in a way that causes 

them to learn.  The ability to equip and train other believers for ministry. 

 

 Ephesians 4:12-13 (ESV) 
12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to 

the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of 

the stature of the fullness of Christ, 

2 Timothy 2:2 

And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who 

will also be able to teach others. 

 

ENCOURAGEMENT ("Exhortation")                                                                      

The ability to motivate God's people to apply and act on biblical principles, especially when they are 

discouraged or wavering in their faith.  The ability to bring out the best in others and challenge them 

to develop their potential. 

  

Acts 14:22 (ESV) 
22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying that 

through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God 

WISDOM                                                                                                                

The ability to understand God's perspective on life situations and share those insights in a simple, 

understandable way.  The ability to explain what to do and how to do it. 

 

1 Corinthians 2:6, 12-13 (ESV) 
6 Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers 

of this age, who are doomed to pass away. 7 But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which 

God decreed before the ages for our glory. 

 12 Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might 

understand the things freely given us by God. 13 And we impart this in words not taught by human 

wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. 

 



 

DISCERNMENT                                                                                                           

The ability to distinguish right from wrong, truth from error, and to give an immediate evaluation 

based on God's Word.  The ability to discern whether the source of an experience is Satan, self, or 

God's Spirit. 

 

 1 John 4:1-6 (ESV) 
1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many 

false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that 

confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3 and every spirit that does not confess 

Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the 

world already. 4 Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is 

greater than he who is in the world. 5 They are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, 

and the world listens to them. 6 We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not 

from God does not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 

KNOWLEDGE                                                                                                             

The ability to discover, collect, analyze, and organize information that is vital to individual believers or 

the entire church family.  The ability to comprehend a large amount of information and provide it 

when needed for effective decision-making. 

  

Daniel 1:17 (ESV) 
17 As for these four youths, God gave them learning and skill in all literature and wisdom, and Daniel 

had understanding in all visions and dreams. 

 

GIFTS THAT DEMONSTRATE GOD'S LOVE 

  

SERVICE                                                                                                                      

The ability to recognize unmet needs in the church family, and take the initiative to provide practical 

assistance quickly, cheerfully, and without a need for recognition. 

  

Acts 6:1-7 (ESV) 
1 Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the Hellenists arose 

against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. 2 And the 

twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up 

preaching the word of God to serve tables. 3 Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men 

of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. 

 

 

 



MERCY                                                                                                                        

The ability to detect hurt and empathize with those who are suffering in the church family.  The ability 

to provide compassionate and cheerful support to those experiencing distress crisis, or pain. 

 Matthew 5:7 

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 

 

HOSPITALITY                                                                                                             

The ability to make others, especially strangers, feel warmly welcomed, accepted, and comfortable in 

the church family.  The ability to coordinate factors that promote fellowship. 

 

 1 Peter 4:9-10 (ESV) 
9 Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. 10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one 

another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace: 

PASTORING ("Shepherding")                                                                                 

The ability to care for the spiritual needs of a group of believers and equip them for ministry.  The 

ability to nurture a small group in spiritual growth and assume responsibility for their welfare. 

  

1 Peter 5:2-4 (ESV) 
2 shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but 

willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; 3 not domineering over those in 

your charge, but being examples to the flock. 4 And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive 

the unfading crown of glory. 

GIVING                                                                                                                       

The ability to generously contribute material resources and/or money beyond the 10% tithe so that 

the Body may grow and be strengthened.  The ability to earn and manage money so it may be given to 

support the ministry of others. 

 

 

GIFTS THAT CELEBRATE GOD'S PRESENCE 

(Worship or prayer-related gifts) 

  

MUSIC                                                                                                                         

The ability to celebrate God's presence through music, either vocal or instrumental, and to lead the 

church family in worship. 

 Psalm 150 (ESV) 
1 Praise the LORD! Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty heavens! 2 Praise him for his 

mighty deeds; praise him according to his excellent greatness! 3 Praise him with trumpet sound; praise 

him with lute and harp! 4 Praise him with tambourine and dance; praise him with strings and pipe! 5 



Praise him with sounding cymbals; praise him with loud clashing cymbals! 6 Let everything that has 

breath praise the LORD! Praise the LORD! 

ARTS & CRAFTS                                                                                                          

The ability to build, maintain, or beautify the place of worship for God's glory.  The ability to express 

worship through a variety of art forms. 

  

Exodus 31 Bezalel 
3 and I have filled him with the Spirit of God, with ability and intelligence, with knowledge and all 

craftsmanship, 4 to devise artistic designs, to work in gold, silver, and bronze, 5 in cutting stones for 

setting, and in carving wood, to work in every craft. 6 And behold, I have appointed with him Oholiab, 

the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan. And I have given to all able men ability, that they may make 

all that I have commanded you: 

 

 

FOUR PRAYER-RELATED GIFTS 

  

INTERCESSION                                                                                                           

The ability to pray for the needs of others in the church family over extended periods of time on a 

regular basis.  The ability to persist in prayer and not be discouraged until the answer arrives. 

  

Colossians 1:9-12 (ESV) 
9 And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled 

with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10 so as to walk in a manner 

worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the 

knowledge of God. 11 May you be strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all 

endurance and patience with joy, 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the 

inheritance of the saints in light 

HEALING                                                                                                                     

The ability to pray in faith specifically for people who need physical, emotional, or spiritual healing 

and see God answer.  The ability to sense when God is prompting you to pray this kind of prayer. 

  

Acts 3:1-10 (ESV)    cf Luke 9 and the Apostles 
1 Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour. 2 And a man lame from 

birth was being carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple that is called the Beautiful Gate to ask 

alms of those entering the temple. 3 Seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked to receive 

alms. 4 And Peter directed his gaze at him, as did John, and said, “Look at us.” 5 And he fixed his attention on 

them, expecting to receive something from them. 6 But Peter said, “I have no silver and gold, but what I do have 

I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!” 7 And he took him by the right hand 

and raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankles were made strong. 8 And leaping up he stood and began 

to walk, and entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God. 9 And all the people saw him 



walking and praising God, 10 and recognized him as the one who sat at the Beautiful Gate of the temple, asking 

for alms. And they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him. 

MIRACLES                                                                                                                   

The ability to pray in faith specifically for God's supernatural intervention into an impossible situation 

and see God answer.  The ability to sense when God is prompting you to pray this kind of prayer. 

  

Mark 11:23-24 (ESV) 
23 Truly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ and does 

not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says will come to pass, it will be done for him. 24 

Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours. 

PRAYING WITH MY SPIRIT (Tongues/Interpretation) 

The ability to pray in a language understood only by God or one who is given the gift of interpretation 

at that time. 

 

 1 Corinthians 14:13-15 (ESV) 
13 Therefore, one who speaks in a tongue should pray for the power to interpret. 14 For if I pray in a 

tongue, my spirit prays but my mind is unfruitful. 15 What am I to do? I will pray with my spirit, but I 

will pray with my mind also; I will sing praise with my spirit, but I will sing with my mind also. 

 

GIFTS THAT SUPPORT ALL FIVE PURPOSES 

  

LEADERSHIP                                                                                                               

The ability to clarify and communicate the purpose and direction ("vision") of a ministry in a way that 

attracts others to get involved.  The ability to motivate others by example to work together in 

accomplishing a ministry goal. 

  

Hebrews 13:7,17 (ESV) 
7 Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the outcome of their 

way of life, and imitate their faith… 17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping 

watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not 

with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you. 

ADMINISTRATION ("Organization")                                                                     

The ability to recognize the gifts of others and recruit them to a ministry.  The ability to organize and 

manage people, resources, and time for effective ministry.  The ability to coordinate many details and 

execute the plans of leadership. 

 

 1 Corinthians 14:40 (ESV) 
40 But all things should be done decently and in order. 



FAITH                                                                                                                          

The ability to trust God for what cannot be seen and to act on God's promise, regardless of what the 

circumstances indicate.  The willingness to risk failure in pursuit of a God-given vision, expecting God 

to handle the obstacles. 

 

Romans 4:20-21 (ESV)  
20 No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he 

gave glory to God, 21 fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 

 

 

 WHY WE DO NOT ALLOW SPEAKING IN TONGUES GIFT IN OUR SERVICES 

This gift caused confusion in the Corinthian church, so Paul had to write an entire chapter (1 Cor. 

14) of guidelines. 

1. It is for personal edification, not for the whole church. 

 "He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who preaches edifies the church." 1 Cor.14 

2.  We are to focus on building up others, not ourselves. 

 "Unless you speak intelligible words...you will just be speaking into the air...try to excel in the 

gifts that build up the church." 

  1 Cor. 14:9 & 12 

3.  It confuses unbelievers in the service. 

  "...if some unbelievers come in, will they not say you are out of your mind?"  

   1 Cor. 14:23 

4.  Ideally, it is not meant to be used in the worship service. 

 "In the church I would rather speak five intelligible words to instruct others than ten thousand 

words in a tongue.  Brothers, stop thinking like children!" 

 1 Cor. 14:19-20 

Therefore, since this gift is not an essential element to a worship service and can cause confusion, 

Parkview is choosing not to practice this gift in its worship services. 


