
   

 

Bible Study  



 2 

 

Copyright 2009    Andrew Hancock 

 

Scripture taken from: 

New International Version 

English Standard Version 

New American Standard Version 

 

Please use this study freely, but it is requested that you  

refrain from distributing for profit.  



 3 

 

Table of Contents  

Week and Topic                                                                                                          Page 

Week 1:  The Story of the Kingdom of God                                                             4 

Week 2:  Inside Outɂ-ÏÔÉÖÁÔÅÄ ÂÙ 'ÏÄȭÓ 'ÒÁÃÅ                                                  ρπ                                                                                                

Week 3:  Inside OutɂPraise from God                                                                    17 

Week 4:  Upside DownɂTreasure God, Not Money                                            23 

Week 5:  Upside DownɂGreatness is Serving                                                      29 

Week 6:  Upside Downɂ'ÏÄȭÓ 7ÉÌÌ 2ÅÇÁÒÄÉÎÇ 3ÅØ                                             σφ 

Week 7:  Advancing Across the Oceans                                                                   43 

Week 8:  Advancing AcrossɂReaching Out                                                          49 

Week 9:  Advancing AcrossɂJustice                                                                        55 

Week 10:  Advancing AcrossɂWork and School                                                 61 

Week 11:  Kingdom Foundation                                                                                66 



 4 

 

7ÅÌÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÅÍÅÓÔÅÒȭÓ "ÉÂÌÅ ÓÔÕÄÙȦȦ  4ÈÉÓ ÓÅÍÅÓÔÅÒ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÓÔÕÄÙÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ +ÉÎÇȤ
ÄÏÍ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȢ  )Ô ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ Á ÔÅÎ ×ÅÅË ÓÔÕÄÙ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÁÓÐÅÃÔÓ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ +ÉÎÇÄÏÍ 
based on the 24-7 messages.  Each week we will have an introduction, a chance to dig 
into the Bible, summaries, and a section for applying the truths in daily life.  As you 
start, pray this prayer from the Psalms: 
 

Open my eyes, that I may behold Wonderful things from Your law.  
Psalm 119:18 

The Story of the Kingdom of God  

 

 

 

 

Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, and saying,  

Ȱ4ÈÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÉÓ ÆÕÌÆÉÌÌÅÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ËÉÎÇÄÏÍ ÏÆ 'ÏÄ ÉÓ ÁÔ ÈÁÎÄȠ ÒÅÐÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 

ÇÏÓÐÅÌȢȱ  

Every kingdom has a story.  It has a beginning and sometimes an end.  It has enemies, 
and it has allies.  There is usually a king or leader of each kingdom who exercises 
power over a domain where his rule is accomplished.  Every kingdom has a time 
where it is advancing and growing.  Most kingdoms have those who disobey the king 
and a system of justice used to handle the disobedient.  Many kingdoms have villains, 
and most kingdoms have heroes. 
 
Name one of your favorite stories of a kingdom in movies, fiction, or history.  Briefly 
write out the elements of this kingdom (people, places, history, etc).  Why do you like 
this particular kingdom story? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Bible gives the ultimate kingdom story.  The Kingdom of God is a theme that is 
woven throughout the entire Bible.  God reigns as King over the world he created, 
sustaining it with his power, will, and wisdom.  God is the King of the universe and 
created the world and human beings to be at peace with him.  However, Adam and 
%ÖÅ ÑÕÉÃËÌÙ ÒÅÊÅÃÔÅÄ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÒÕÌÅ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÌÉÖÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÓÏÂÅÙÅÄ 'ÏÄȢ  4ÈÉÓ ÄÉÓÏÂÅÄÉȤ
ÅÎÃÅ ÔÏ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÒÕÌÅ ÃÁÕÓÅÄ ÓÉÎ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÓÈÁÒÍÏÎÙ ÔÏ ÓÐÒÅÁÄ ÏÖÅÒ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÔÈȢ  "ÅÃÁÕÓÅ 
of sin, humans became enemies of God as King and are consequently destined for 
eternal punishment.  Throughout the Old Testament, the pattern emerges about how 
'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÁÌÌÙ ÒÅÊÅÃÔ ÈÉÍ ÁÓ +ÉÎÇ ÂÙ ÆÁÉÌÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÄÏ ×ÈÁÔ ÈÅ ÄÅÓÉÒÅÓȢ  "ÕÔ 
when Jesus came, he proclaimed that the Kingdom of God was at hand in a new way.  

The Story 

Welcome! 
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His death on the cross brought peace with God the King to all who trust in him.  The 
Kingdom of God is here in a sense and in a sense it is yet to be fulfilled completelyɂit 
is already, but not yet.  It is here already through the saving work of Christ and 
through the Holy Spirit active in the hearts of Christians.  The Kingdom of God is ad-
vancing as his people live for him and share his good news with others, making disci-
ples of all nations.  The Kingdom of God is still yet to come in that in the end, when 
Christ comes back, he will usher in the Kingdom of God in its consummation in the 
new heavens and the new earth. 
 
 
4ÈÉÓ ÓÔÏÒÙ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ +ÉÎÇÄÏÍ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÓÕÍÍÁÒÉÚÅÄ ÉÎÔÏ ÆÏÕÒ ÐÏÉÎÔÓ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÓÔÕÄÙ 
briefly this week and dig into more specifically throughout the semester. 
 
¶ God is King of the world, ruling over his creation. 
 
¶ (ÕÍÁÎÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÒÅÊÅÃÔÅÄ 'ÏÄȭÓ ËÉÎÇÌÙ ÒÕÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÁÒÅ ÓÅÐÁÒÁÔÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÈÉÍȟ ÙÅÔ ÐÅÁÃÅ 

with the King is available to those who trust Christ. 
 
¶ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÓ ÎÏ× ÁÒÅ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ 'ÏÄȭÓ +ÉÎÇÄÏÍ ÉÎ ÔÈÒÅÅ ×ÁÙÓȠ ÉÎÓÉÄÅ ÏÕÔȟ ÕÐÓÉÄÅ 

down, and advancing across. 
 
¶ )Î ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄȟ 'ÏÄȭÓ +ÉÎÇÄÏÍ ×ÉÌÌ ÆÕÌÌÙ ÃÏÍÅ ÉÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔȢ 

God is King of the world, ruling over his creation.  
 
Look up the following verses and write out everything you learn about God. 
 
Psalm 47:1-9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Acts 17:24-27 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dig Into The Bible  

Summary 

Points 
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(ÕÍÁÎÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÒÅÊÅÃÔÅÄ 'ÏÄȭÓ ËÉÎÇÌÙ ÒÕÌÅȢ  0ÅÁÃÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ +ÉÎÇ ÉÓ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ 
those who trust Christ.  
Read the following passage that illustrates this point: 
 
Romans 5:1-11 
1 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this 
grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 More than that, 
we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and en-
durance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put 
ÕÓ ÔÏ ÓÈÁÍÅȟ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÌÏÖÅ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÐÏÕÒÅÄ ÉÎÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÈÅÁÒÔÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ (ÏÌÙ 
Spirit who has been given to us. 6 For while we were still weak, at the right time 
Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one will scarcely die for a righteous personɂ
though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to dieɂ 8 but God shows his 
love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Since, therefore, we 
have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the 
wrath of God. 10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the 
death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his 
life. 11 More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom we have now received reconciliation. 
 
List out some ways that this passage describes those without Christ.  Circle these in 
the passage above. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jot down characteristics and benefits of the one who has Christ.  Underline these in 
the passage above. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Write out a summary sentence on how this passage describes obtaining peace with 
God the King. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dig Into 

The Bible 
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#ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÓ ÎÏ× ÌÉÖÅ ÆÏÒ 'ÏÄȭÓ +ÉÎÇÄÏÍ ÉÎ ÔÈÒÅÅ ×ÁÙÓȠ  
inside out, upside down, and advancing across.  
 
,ÉÖÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ 'ÏÄȭÓ +ÉÎÇÄÏÍ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÓÉÄÅ ÏÕÔ ÍÅÁÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
grace of Christ motivates one to live the Christian life out of a heart to honor 
and love God rather than out of religious duty or desire for the approval of men.  
Look up Titus 2:11-14.  List three truths that you find pertaining to the above defini-
tion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
,ÉÖÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ 'ÏÄȭÓ +ÉÎÇÄÏÍ ÕÐÓÉÄÅ ÄÏ×Î ÉÓ ÔÏ ÓÅÅË ÆÉÒÓÔ 'ÏÄȭÓ ËÉÎÇÄÏÍ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÌÌ 
rather than living for the priorities of this world.  
Look up Romans 12:1-2.  Based on the ideas of this verse, write out how one can seek 
God first and avoid living for the priorities of the world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
,ÉÖÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ 'ÏÄȭÓ +ÉÎÇÄÏÍ ÂÙ ÁÄÖÁÎÃÉÎÇ ÁÃÒÏÓÓ ÍÅÁÎÓ ÔÏ advance his gospel 
across the street, across lines of injustice, and across the oceans by sharing the 
ÇÏÏÄ ÎÅ×Ó ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÁÎÄ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÉÔ ÏÕÔ ÉÎ ÄÁÉÌÙ ÌÉÆÅȢ  )Ô ÍÅÁÎÓ ÇÉÖÉÎÇ ÏÎÅȭÓ ÌÉÆÅ ÔÏ 
making disciples here as well as in all nations.  
The verse for this idea is based in is Acts 1:8 
*ÅÓÕÓ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ"ÕÔ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅ ÐÏ×ÅÒ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ (ÏÌÙ 3ÐÉÒÉÔ ÈÁÓ ÃÏÍÅ ÕÐÏÎ ÙÏÕȟ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕ 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the 
ÅÁÒÔÈȢȱ 
 
)Î ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄȟ 'ÏÄȭÓ +ÉÎÇÄÏÍ ×ÉÌÌ ÆÕÌÌÙ ÃÏÍÅ ÉÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔȢ 
Skim Revelation 21:1-ςςȡυȢ  *ÏÔ ÄÏ×Î ÓÏÍÅ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒÉÓÔÉÃÓ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ÆÕÔÕÒÅ ËÉÎÇÄÏÍȢ 

Inside  

Out 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Upside 

Down 

 

Advancing 

Across 
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,ÅÔȭÓ ÒÅÖÉÅ× ÔÈÅ ÆÏÕÒ ÐÏÉÎÔÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÏÒÙ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ +ÉÎÇÄÏÍȢ  4ÒÙ ÔÏ ÆÉÌÌ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÌÁÎËÓ 
without looking. 
¶ God is __________ of the world, ruling over his creation. 
 
¶ (ÕÍÁÎÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÒÅÊÅÃÔÅÄ 'ÏÄȭÓ ËÉÎÇÌÙ ÒÕÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÁÒÅ ÓÅÐÁÒÁÔÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÈÉÍȟ ÙÅÔ 

___________ with the King is available to those who trust Christ. 
 
¶ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÓ ÎÏ× ÁÒÅ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ 'ÏÄȭÓ +ÉÎÇÄÏÍ ÉÎ ÔÈÒÅÅ ×ÁÙÓȠ ________________,  
 
       _______________________, and  ______________    _____________. 
 
¶ )Î ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄȟ 'ÏÄȭÓ +ÉÎÇÄÏÍ ×ÉÌÌ ÆÕÌÌÙ ÃÏÍÅ ÉÎ _____________. 

Put It All Together  

The Big Idea 

Here is the point of this study on the Story of the Kingdom of God 
 
(ÕÍÁÎÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÒÅÊÅÃÔÅÄ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÒÕÌÅ ÁÓ +ÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ÈÉÓ ÅÎÅÍÉÅÓȟ  
             yet those who trust in Christ can be restored back to peace with the King. 

Into Your World  

The call of Jesus on your life is to repent of your sins and be restored to your King!!  

      Mark 1:15 

 

Have you ever taken that initial step of turning from your sins and trusting Christ?  If 

you have, share your story with the group.  If you have not, you can today!  Consider 

the following quote by Gene Mims in The Kingdom Focused Church about how every 

person longs to be a peace with the King: 

 

4ÈÅ ËÉÎÇÄÏÍ ÏÆ 'ÏÄ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÉÇÎ ÏÆ 'ÏÄ ÏÖÅÒ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÕÎÉÖÅÒÓÅȢ  )Ô ÉÓ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÅÒȤ

sonal presence in and over all things.  It comes to us by revelation, the greatest expres-

sion of which is seen in Jesus Christ.  He is vitally connected to our lives and wants us to 

know Him and to be with Him forever.  The kingdom of God is the message and reality 

Jesus brought to earth to give us peace and security forever.  It is what every person in 

the world longs for and every person can have in knowing Christ as Lord.   

 

Review 
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For Meditation:  

Look back at the study.  Pick out one or two verses, thoughts, or ideas that are espe-

cially meaningful to you.  Jot your thoughts down below.  Then write out how you can 

apply these things to your life. 

Bonus QuestionsɂFor Further Thought  

(Ï× ÄÏ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÐÁÓÓÁÇÅÓ ÅØÐÌÁÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍ ÏÆ ÓÉÎ ÁÎÄȾÏÒ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ÓÏÌÕÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ 

that problem?  Romans 1:18-32; Romans 3:21-31; Romans 5:12-21; Ephesians 2:1-10. 

 

 

 

 

How do the following passages explain obtaining peace with King Jesus?  John 1:12; 

John 3:16; Romans 10:9-10. 

 

 

 

 

7ÈÁÔ ÄÏÅÓ ÉÔ ÍÅÁÎ ÔÏ ÓÅÅË ÆÉÒÓÔ 'ÏÄȭÓ +ÉÎÇÄÏÍȩ  -ÁÔÔÈÅ× φȡσσ ɉÁÎÄ ÃÏÎÔÅØÔɊȠ ρ *ÏÈÎ 

2:15-17; James 1:27; Matthew 28:18-20. 
 

 

Looking 

Back 
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Week 1ɂMotivated by Grace 
 

Ephesians 2:1-10 
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Inside OutτaƻǘƛǾŀǘŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ DǊŀŎŜ 

 

 

 

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing;  

it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast.  
10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,  

which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.   

Ephesians 2:8-10 

You decide to take a poll on your hall to discover why people do good things.  You get 

three totally different responses. 

 

hƴŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǎŀȅǎΣ άL ŀƳ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ ƎǊŀŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǘǳǘƻǊΦ  L Řƻ ŎƻƳƳǳπ

nity service every month.  I sometimes volunteer at the local  grade school to read to the 

kids.  I want to stay active on campus through clubs and activities.  Many of these things I 

can put on my resume.  If I build a good resume and make good grades, then I can get a 

ƎƻƻŘ ƧƻōΣ ƳŀƪŜ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ ƘŜƭǇ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭΦέ 

 

hƴŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǎŀȅǎΣ έL ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ Ƴȅ ƎƻƻŘ ŘŜŜŘǎ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǳǇ Ŏŀƴ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŜŀǊƴ DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊΦ  L 

do good things to show gratitude to God.  He has saved me from the eternal punishment 

that my sins deserve by sending Christ to die on the cross.  Now I am free to do good 

ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ƘƻƴƻǊΣ ƭƻǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭ Ƙƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΦέ 

 

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǎŀȅǎΣ άaȅ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ƳŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ  L ǘǊȅ 

to help out those in need.  Sometimes I give a portion of my money to the church or to 

organizations to help out poverty.  I try to be there for people when they need my help.  

I try to do more good things than bad things.  Because of these good deeds and because I 

ǎǘŀȅ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ōŀŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦέ 

 

 

What are the motivations behind the good things done by these three friends?  Have you 

ever had a time when your life was characterized by the response of one of these three 

friends?  Think back to your life this past month and about the good things that you did.  

Why did you do them?  Be honest. 

Doing  

Good  

Starter 

Question 

Key  

Verse 
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One major place where the Kingdom of God is currently present is in the lives of 

those who have trusted Christ.  Living as a person of the Kingdom of God means that 

one is living life inside out, upside down, and advancing across.  The topic for the 

next two weeks is inside out.  Our definition of this is: 

 

,ÉÖÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ 'ÏÄȭÓ +ÉÎÇÄÏÍ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÓÉÄÅ ÏÕÔ ÍÅÁÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÁÃÅ 

of Christ motivates one to live the Christian life out of a heart to honor and love God 

rather than out of religious duty or desire for the approval of men. 

The following section of the Bible was written by the Apostle Paul to the believers at 

the church in the city of Ephesus.  Paul had helped start the church there and was 

writing to encourage them to follow God from the inside out.   

 

Ephesians 2:1-10 
1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following 

the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is 

now at work in the sons of disobedienceɂ 3 among whom we all once lived in the 

passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by 

nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4 But God, being rich in mercy, be-

cause of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our tres-

passes, made us alive together with Christɂby grace you have been savedɂ 6 and 

raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 

so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in 

kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. 

And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no 

one may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 

works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

 

Look back at the passage: 

¶Circle, underline, and box any key words that you see. 

¶In the space to the left of the passage, write out a few key themes that you observe.  

¶Mark any key connective words such as: but, so that, for, etc.  Jot down below the 

function these connectives are playing in the passage.  For example you could un-

derline so that ÉÎ ÖÅÒÓÅ χ ÁÎÄ ×ÒÉÔÅ ȰÔÈÉÓ ÉÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÕÌÔ ÏÒ ÒÅÁÓÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ 'ÏÄ 

seated us with ChristɂÔÈÁÔ ÈÅ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÓÈÏ× ÈÉÓ ÇÒÁÃÅ ÁÎÄ ËÉÎÄÎÅÓÓȢȱ 

Dig Into The Bible  

Quick  

Review 

Key Themes: 
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7ÈÁÔ ÄÏÅÓ ÉÔ ÍÅÁÎ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÄÅÁÄ ÉÎ ÏÎÅȭÓ ÔÒÅÓÐÁÓÓÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÉÎÓȩ  7ÈÁÔ ÄÏÅÓ ÉÔ ÍÅÁÎ ÔÏ ÂÅ 

ÂÙ ÎÁÔÕÒÅ ÏÂÊÅÃÔÓ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ×ÒÁÔÈȩ  ,ÏÏË ÕÐ 2ÏÍÁÎÓ ρȡρψ-32 and Romans 5:12-21 to 

help you answer this question. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

List out some characteristics of God that you see in this passage.  What are some rea-

sons why God chose to save us?   What motivates him to show us mercy? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write out what everything you learn about Jesus Christ from this passage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Look at verses 8-10.  Write out as many statements that you can about what this pas-

sage says about good works.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are good works the basis for salvation or are they something else?  Explain.  What 

should motivate us to do good deeds? 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions 

to consider 
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  Purpose of 

Good 

Deeds 

Past 

Present 

Future 

Put It All Together  

 

To put it all together, write out a summary sentence or short paragraph to explain 

the truths of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another way to look at the passage is to break it into past, present, and future. 

Pastɂwhat does this passage teach about our status in the past and what God has 

done? 

 

 

 

 

Presentɂwhat does this passage teach about how we are to live in the present? 

 

 

 

 

Futureɂwhat does this passage teach us about what will happen in the future? 

 

 

Verses 8-9 explain that saving faith is a gift from God. If our good works will not earn 

ÆÏÒ ÕÓ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÌÏÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÁÌÖÁÔÉÏÎȟ ×ÈÁÔ ÄÏÅÓ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÓÅÅÍ ÔÏ ÂÅȩ  4Ï ÁÎÓ×ÅÒ ÔÈÉÓ 

question fully, look up Matthew 5:14-16; John 15:8-11; and Titus 3:5-8. 
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Here is the point of this study:  'ÏÏÄ ×ÏÒËÓ ÁÒÅ ÍÏÔÉÖÁÔÅÄ ÂÙ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÇÒÁÃÅȢ  We live from 

the inside outɂdoing good things to honor and love God out of gratitude, not out of 

guilt or out of the need to earn salvation.  

 

This passage teaches that people are spiritually dead because of their sins.  Because of 

ÔÈÉÓ ÓÉÎȟ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÒÅ ÏÂÊÅÃÔÓ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ×ÒÁÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÅ ÄÅÓÅÒÖÅ ÅÔÅÒÎÁÌ ÐÕÎÉÓÈÍÅÎÔȢ  

But God made his love known by sending Jesus to die on the cross to take the punish-

ment people deserved so that those who have faith in Jesus can be saved.  Good works 

ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÓÁÖÅ Á ÐÅÒÓÏÎȟ ÏÎÌÙ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÇÒÁÃÅ ÓÁÖÅÓȢ  'ÏÏÄ ×ÏÒËÓ ÃÏÍÅ ÉÎ ÁÓ Á ×ÁÙ ÔÏ ÓÈÏ× 

gratitude to God and walk in his will.   

Into Your World  

Review 

Write out the most significant truth for you from this study. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Ï× ÄÏÅÓ ËÎÏ×ÉÎÇ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ 'ÏÄȭÓ ×ÏÒËÍÁÎÓÈÉÐ ÁÆÆÅÃÔ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÙ ÙÏÕ ÆÅÅÌ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÙÏÕÒȤ

self?  How does this affect how you perceive your purpose in life and your purpose for 

good works? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What are some of the good works that you believe God has prepared for you to do in 

your life right now?  How will you do them this week?  How will you stay motivated 

ÂÙ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÇÒÁÃÅȩ 
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Bonus QuestionsɂFor Further Thought  (Optional)  

List out some ways (at least three) in which you can find out which works God has 
ȰÐÒÅÐÁÒÅÄ ÉÎ ÁÄÖÁÎÃÅȱ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÄÏȢ 
 

¶ 2 Timothy 3:16-17 
 
¶ James 1:5-8 
 
¶ John 15:5,10 
 
 
3ËÉÍ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÏË ÏÆ %ÐÈÅÓÉÁÎÓȢ  ,ÉÓÔ ÏÕÔ ÓÏÍÅ ÉÎÓÔÁÎÃÅÓ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÙÏÕ ÓÅÅ 'ÏÄȭÓ 
grace in Christ.  List out some good works that Paul explains we should do. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*ÏÔ ÄÏ×Î ×ÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÌÅÁÒÎ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÐÁÓÓÁÇÅÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÇÏÏÄ ×ÏÒËÓȟ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÇÒÁÃÅȟ 
a new heart, and/or the relationship between good deeds and faith. 
 

¶Ezekiel 36:26-27 

 

 

 

 

¶2 Corinthians 5:14-21 

 

 

 

 

¶Colossians 1:9-14 

 

 

 

 

¶Titus 3:3-8 



 17 

 

Week 2ɂPraise from God, Not Men 
 

Matthew 6:1-18 
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A thousand times I've failed 

Still your mercy remains 

And should I stumble again 

Still I'm caught in your grace 

 

Everlasting, Your light will shine when all else fades 

Never ending, Your glory goes beyond all fame 

In my heart, in my soul, Lord I give you control 

Consume me from the inside out Lord 

Let justice and praise become my embrace 

To love You from the inside out 

 

Your will above all else, my purpose remains 

The art of losing myself in bringing you praise 

 

Everlasting, Your light will shine when all else fades 

Never ending, Your glory goes beyond all fame 

In my heart, in my soul, Lord I give you control 

Consume me from the inside out Lord 

Let justice and praise become my embrace 

To love You from the inside out 
 

¶Summarize the message of this song.  List some specifics that this song brings up on 

how to love God from the inside out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2ÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÏÕÒ ÄÅÆÉÎÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÓÉÄÅ ÏÕÔȡ  ,ÉÖÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ 'ÏÄȭÓ +ÉÎÇÄÏÍ 

from the inside out means that the experience of the grace of Christ motivates one to 

live the Christian life out of a heart to honor and love God rather than out of religious 

duty or desire for the approval of men. 
 

 

Inside OutτPraise from God, Not Men 

 

 

 

 

Personal transformation begins in the inner person through the work of the Spirit of God,  

which produces change on the outside as we discipline ourselves to be more Christlike.  

We must develop an inside-out mentality so that Spirit-produced  

growth of the inner person is in harmony with outward obedience.    

Michael J. Wilkins 

The Song 

Inside 

Out 

Key Idea 

A Quick  

Review 
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Section  

Titles: 

Jesus spoke these words to a crowd that had gathered and to his disciples as a part of 

the Sermon on the Mount.  Earlier he had told them that unless their righteousness 

surpassed the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, they would not be part of the 

Kingdom of God.  In this passage he explains that heart motivation is the difference 

between the deeds of religious hypocrites and the deeds of true followers. 

 

Matthew 6:1 -18 
1 Ȱ"Å×ÁÒÅ ÏÆ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÉÎÇ ÙÏÕÒ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÉÎ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÓÅÅÎ ÂÙ 

them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 2 Ȱ4ÈÕÓȟ 

when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the 

synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, 

they have received their reward. 3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your left 

hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. And 

ÙÏÕÒ &ÁÔÈÅÒ ×ÈÏ ÓÅÅÓ ÉÎ ÓÅÃÒÅÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÒÅ×ÁÒÄ ÙÏÕȢȱ 
 

5 Ȱ!ÎÄ ×ÈÅÎ ÙÏÕ ÐÒÁÙȟ ÙÏÕ ÍÕÓÔ ÎÏÔ ÂÅ ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÅ ÈÙÐÏÃÒÉÔÅÓȢ &ÏÒ ÔÈÅÙ ÌÏÖÅ ÔÏ ÓÔÁÎÄ ÁÎÄ 

pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. 

Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 6 But when you pray, go into your 

room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father 

who sees in secret will reward you. 7 Ȱ!ÎÄ ×ÈÅÎ ÙÏÕ ÐÒÁÙȟ ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÈÅÁÐ ÕÐ ÅÍÐÔÙ 

phrases as the Gentiles do, for they think that they will be heard for their many words. 
8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him. 9 Pray 

ÔÈÅÎ ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÉÓȡ Ȱ/ÕÒ &ÁÔÈÅÒ ÉÎ ÈÅÁÖÅÎȟ ÈÁÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ÂÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÎÁÍÅȢ 10 Your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 11 Give us this day our daily bread, 12 and 

forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 13 And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. 14 For if you forgive others their trespasses, your 

heavenly Father will also forgive you, 15 but if you do not forgive others their tres-

ÐÁÓÓÅÓȟ ÎÅÉÔÈÅÒ ×ÉÌÌ ÙÏÕÒ &ÁÔÈÅÒ ÆÏÒÇÉÖÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÔÒÅÓÐÁÓÓÅÓȢ Ȱ 

 
16 Ȱ!ÎÄ ×ÈÅÎ ÙÏÕ ÆÁÓÔȟ ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÌÏÏË ÇÌÏÏÍÙ ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÅ ÈÙÐÏÃÒÉÔÅÓȟ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÉÓÆÉÇÕÒÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ 

faces that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received 

their reward. 17 But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 18 that your 

fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret. And your Fa-

ÔÈÅÒ ×ÈÏ ÓÅÅÓ ÉÎ ÓÅÃÒÅÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÒÅ×ÁÒÄ ÙÏÕȢȱ 

 

From your reading of the passage, do the following things: 

¶This passage can be broken up into three sections.  Give each section a title and write 

your titles to the left of each paragraph. 

¶Mark with an underline, circle, or box any phrases or key words that are repeated. 

¶List out below a few statements of truth that Jesus is getting at: 

Dig Into 

The Bible 
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Questions 

to Consider 

What types of things were these hypocrites doing?  What does this show about their 

hearts?   

 

 

 

 

 

Write out the instructions Jesus gives about how we should give, pray, and fast.  Jot 

down as many as you can find. 

¶Instructions on giving: 

 

 

 

 

 

¶Instructions on prayer: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶Instructions on fasting: 

 

 

 

 

 

What does Jesus mean when he says that they have already received their reward 

(verses 2,5,16)?  What reward were they looking for?  What reward will they miss out 

on? 

 

 

 

 

 

-ÁÔÔÈÅ× υȡρφ ÓÁÙÓȟ Ȱ,ÅÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÌÉÇÈÔ ÓÈÉÎÅ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÏÔÈÅÒÓȟ ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÍÁÙ ÓÅÅ ÙÏÕÒ 

ÇÏÏÄ ×ÏÒËÓ ÁÎÄ ÇÉÖÅ ÇÌÏÒÙ ÔÏ ÙÏÕÒ &ÁÔÈÅÒ ×ÈÏ ÉÓ ÉÎ ÈÅÁÖÅÎȢȱ  9ÅÔ -ÁÔÔÈÅ× φȡρ ÓÁÙÓȟ 

Ȱ"Å×ÁÒÅ ÏÆ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÉÎÇ ÙÏÕÒ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÉÎ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÓÅÅÎ ÂÙ 

ÔÈÅÍȢȱ  )Ó ÔÈÅÒÅ Á ÃÏÎÔÒÁÄÉÃÔÉÏÎ ÈÅÒÅȩ  7ÈÙ ÏÒ ×ÈÙ ÎÏÔȩ   
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Put It All Together  

Into Your World  

Are we to do all our giving, praying, and fasting in secret?  What may be some appro-

priate contexts where practicing these disciplines publically could be done?  How do 

we practically keep these things from becoming a show? 

'ÉÖÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÏÒȟ ÐÒÁÙÅÒȟ ÁÎÄ ÆÁÓÔÉÎÇ ×ÅÒÅ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÏÆ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÄÁÙȢ  

Some today call them spiritual disciplines.  What are some other spiritual disciplines 

that God wants us to practice? 

 

 

 

 

 

What spiritual disciplines do you need to work on or start?  Write out a specific plan 

below. 

 

 

 

 

What things can you do to make sure you first and foremost devote your spiritual dis-

ciplines to God? 

 

Try to summarize the main message of this passage in a few sentences: 
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What do the following verses teach about practicing spiritual activities?  You may 

need to look at the context of the verses to help explain the situation. 
 

¶Joel 2:12-13 

 

 

 

¶Isaiah 1:10-17 

 

 

 

¶Psalm 51:16-17 

 

 

 

¶1 Timothy 4:7-8 

The Big Idea 

Bonus QuestionsɂFor Further Thought  (Optional)  

Summary To help bring everything together, ponder this summary quote from the NIV Applica-

tion Bible Commentary: 
 

The transformation that God has begun in the inner life is reflected in our acts of 

righteousness.  Jesus emphasizes three practices that illustrate this principle.  

¶The transformation that occurs in the heart of a disciple causes him to love with 

'ÏÄȭÓ ÌÏÖÅȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÅÄ ÉÎ ÇÉÖÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÎÅÅÄÙ ɉφȡς ɀ 4).   

¶The intimacy of the relationship with God that has occurred in the inner person of 

the disciple will be expressed in an intimate form of personalized prayer between 

her and the Father (6:5 ɀ 15).   

¶The inner life of the disciple who has experienced true humility and mourning over 

ÏÎÅȭÓ Ï×Î ÓÉÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÏÒÒÙ ÓÉÎÆÕÌ ÓÔÁÔÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÁÐÁÒÔ ÆÒÏÍ 'ÏÄ ×ÉÌÌ ÕÒÇÅ ÈÅÒ 

ÏÒ ÈÉÍ ÔÏ ÕÎÄÅÒÔÁËÅ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÓÃÉÐÌÉÎÅ ÏÆ ÆÁÓÔÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÏ ÅØÁÍÉÎÅ ÏÎÅȭÓ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ 

ÌÉÆÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÆÏÃÕÓ ÏÎ ÐÒÁÙÅÒ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ ÒÅÐÅÎÔÁÎÃÅ ɉφȡρφ ɀ 18).  

 

 

 

 

 

'ÏÄȭÓ ÇÒÁÃÅ ÈÁÓ ÔÒÁÎÓÆÏÒÍÅÄ ÏÕÒ ÈÅÁÒÔÓ ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÄÏ ÏÕÒ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÁÃÔÓ ÔÏ ÂÒÉÎÇ ÇÌÏÒÙ 

to his name, not to impress peopleɂfor praise from God, not men. 



 23 

 24-7 Bible Study 

Upside Down Matthew 6:19-34 
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Consider the following quotations about money and possessions: 

 

Ȱ(Å ×ÈÏ ÄÉÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÔÏÙÓ ×ÉÎÓȢȱ  -Popular Bumper Sticker 

 

 Ȱ! ÌÁÒÇÅ ÉÎÃÏÍÅ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÓÔ ÒÅÃÉÐÅ ÆÏÒ ÈÁÐÐÉÎÅÓÓ ) ÅÖÅÒ ÈÅÁÒÄ ÏÆȢȱ  -Jane Austen 

 

Ȱ(Å ÉÓ ÎÏ ÆÏÏÌ ×ÈÏ ÇÉÖÅÓ ×ÈÁÔ ÈÅ ÃÁÎÎÏÔ ËÅÅÐ ÔÏ ÇÁÉÎ ×ÈÁÔ ÈÅ ÃÁÎÎÏÔ ÌÏÓÅȢͼ   

          -Jim Elliot 

Ȱ4ÈÅ ÒÉÃÈ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÕÍ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÔÈ ÉÎ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȢȱ  -G.K. Chesterton 

 

Ȱ,ÁÃË ÏÆ ÍÏÎÅÙ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÏÔ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ÅÖÉÌȢȱ  -George Bernard Shaw 

 

 Ȱ-ÏÎÅÙ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÍÁÄÅ Á ÍÁÎ ÈÁÐÐÙ ÙÅÔȟ ÎÏÒ ×ÉÌÌ ÉÔȢ 4ÈÅ ÍÏÒÅ Á ÍÁÎ ÈÁÓȟ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÈÅ 

×ÁÎÔÓȢ )ÎÓÔÅÁÄ ÏÆ ÆÉÌÌÉÎÇ Á ÖÁÃÕÕÍȟ ÉÔ ÍÁËÅÓ ÏÎÅȢȱ  -Benjamin Franklin 

 

"It's a kind of spiritual snobbery that makes people think they can be happy without 

money."  -Albert Camus 

 

Ȱ4ÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÎÏ 5-(ÁÕÌÓ ÂÅÈÉÎÄ ÈÅÁÒÓÅÓȱ  -John Piper 

 

¶Do any of these quotes resonate with you or rub you the wrong way?  Why? 

Upside Downτ Treasure God, Not Money 

 

 

 

 

9ÏÕ ÃÁÎÎÏÔ ÓÅÒÖÅ ÂÏÔÈ 'ÏÄ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÎÅÙȣÓÅÅË ÆÉÒÓÔ ÈÉÓ ËÉÎÇÄÏÍ ÁÎÄ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓ 

Matthew 6:24b, 33 

 

Quotes 

Key Verse 

)Î ÐÒÅÖÉÏÕÓ ÓÔÕÄÉÅÓȟ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÌÉÆÅ ÉÎ 'ÏÄȭÓ +ÉÎÇÄÏÍ ÎÏ× ÍÅÁÎÓ ÌÉÖȤ

ing for God in three ways; inside out, upside down, and advancing across.  The last 

two weeks we learned that living inside out means that our good deeds are motivated 

ÂÙ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÇÒÁÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÏÕÒ ÕÌÔÉÍÁÔÅ ÄÅÓÉÒÅ ÉÎ ÌÉÆÅ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÌÉÖÅ ÔÏ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ 'ÏÄ ÒÁÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ 

live for the praise of men.  

 

4ÈÅ ÎÅØÔ ÔÈÒÅÅ ×ÅÅËÓ ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÓÔÕÄÙ ×ÈÁÔ ÉÔ ÍÅÁÎÓ ÔÏ ÌÉÖÅ ÆÏÒ 'ÏÄȭÓ +ÉÎÇÄÏÍ ÕÐÓÉÄÅ 

ÄÏ×ÎȢ  ,ÉÖÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ 'ÏÄȭÓ +ÉÎÇÄÏÍ ÕÐÓÉÄÅ ÄÏ×Î ÉÓ ÔÏ ÓÅÅË ÆÉÒÓÔ 'ÏÄȭÓ ËÉÎÇÄÏÍ ÐÒÉÏÒÉÔÉÅÓ 

rather than live for the priorities of the world.  The priorities of a person seeking 

'ÏÄȭÓ +ÉÎÇÄÏÍ ÁÒÅ ÕÐÓÉÄÅ ÄÏ×Î ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÉÏÒÉÔÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȢ  %ÁÃÈ ×ÅÅË ×Å ×ÉÌÌ 

Recap 

http://www.quoteworld.org/quotes/2319
http://www.quoteworld.org/quotes/2319
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Dig Into The Bible  

Title: Jesus said, 
19 Ȱ$Ï ÎÏÔ ÓÔÏÒÅ ÕÐ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒÓÅÌÖÅÓ ÔÒÅÁÓÕÒÅÓ ÏÎ ÅÁÒÔÈȟ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÍÏÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÒÕÓÔ ÄÅÓÔÒÏÙȟ 

and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in 

heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and 

steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 22 Ȱ4ÈÅ ÅÙÅ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ 

lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light. 23 But if 

your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within 

you is darkness, how great is that darkness! 24 Ȱ.Ï ÏÎÅ ÃÁÎ ÓÅÒÖÅ Ô×Ï ÍÁÓÔÅÒÓȢ %ÉÔÈÅÒ 

he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise 

the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.  

 
25 Ȱ4ÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÅ ) ÔÅÌÌ ÙÏÕȟ ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ×ÏÒÒÙ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÌÉÆÅȟ ×ÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÅÁÔ ÏÒ ÄÒÉÎËȠ ÏÒ 

about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the 

body more important than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or 

reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not 

much more valuable than they? 27 Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his 

life? 28 Ȱ!ÎÄ ×ÈÙ ÄÏ ÙÏÕ ×ÏÒÒÙ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÃÌÏÔÈÅÓȩ 3ÅÅ ÈÏ× ÔÈÅ ÌÉÌÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÅÌÄ ÇÒÏ×Ȣ 

They do not labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor 

was dressed like one of these. 30 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which 

is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, 

O you of little faith? 31 3Ï ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ×ÏÒÒÙȟ ÓÁÙÉÎÇȟ Ȭ7ÈÁÔ ÓÈÁÌÌ ×Å ÅÁÔȩȭ ÏÒ Ȭ7ÈÁÔ ÓÈÁÌÌ ×Å 

ÄÒÉÎËȩȭ ÏÒ Ȭ7ÈÁÔ ÓÈÁÌÌ ×Å ×ÅÁÒȩȭ 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your 

heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his 

righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not 

worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough 

ÔÒÏÕÂÌÅ ÏÆ ÉÔÓ Ï×ÎȢȱ       Matthew 6:19-34 (NIV) 

 

From your reading of the passage, do the following things: 

¶Write out a title for each paragraph to the left of the text. 

¶Underline important words or phrases. 

¶Put a box around key connective words such as: but, therefore, yet, etc.  Jot down 

why each boxed connective is significant. 

There are many contrasts in this passage.  Make a list of them below 
 

¶If eyes are good, body is full of light  If eyes are bad, body is full of darkness 

 

¶ 

 

¶ 

 

¶ 

 

¶ 

Title: 

Observe 



 26 

 

Interpret: 

Questions 

to Consider 

What is the connection between the two paragraphs, that is, what does Jesus say 

about  how worry is related to money and the eyes? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why is it the case that someone cannot serve God and treasure money at the same 

time? 

 

 

 

 

 

7ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÉÎÔ ÏÆ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÂÉÒÄÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÉÒ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÌÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÅÌÄȩ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

)Î ÖÅÒÓÅ σσȟ *ÅÓÕÓ ÓÁÙÓ ÔÏ ÓÅÅË ÆÉÒÓÔ 'ÏÄȭÓ +ÉÎÇÄÏÍ ÁÎÄ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓȢ  5ÓÅ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÅÍÅÓ 

of the rest of the passage to explain what this means.  What are the characteristics of a 

ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ×ÈÏ ÉÓ ÓÅÅËÉÎÇ ÆÉÒÓÔ 'ÏÄȭÓ +ÉÎÇÄÏÍ ÁÎÄ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓȩ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What does it mean to store up treasures on earth?  What does this practically look like 

ÉÎ Á ÐÅÒÓÏÎȭÓ ÌÉÆÅȩ   

 

 

 

 

What does it mean to store up treasures in heaven?  What does this practically look 

ÌÉËÅ ÉÎ Á ÐÅÒÓÏÎȭÓ ÌÉÆÅȩ  5ÓÅ ,ÕËÅ 12:32-34 and 1 Timothy 6:18-19 to help you answer. 



 27 

 

 

Put It All Together  

Into Your World  

Write out three to five principles that you see in this passage.  (A principle is a short 

statement of truth that can be applied to life today). 

 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

 

In one sentence, write out what you think is the main point of this passage in regard 

to money. 

 

 

 

 

What are the top things that the world values?  What are the top things that are the 

ÖÁÌÕÅÓ ÏÆ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅ ÓÅÅËÉÎÇ ÆÉÒÓÔ 'ÏÄȭÓ +ÉÎÇÄÏÍ ÁÎÄ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓȩ 

 

 

 

 

How can we determine where our treasure is (and thus where our hearts are)?   What 

can you do to make sure you are serving God and not serving money/wealth? 

 

 

 

 

7ÈÁÔ ÃÁÎ ÙÏÕ ÄÏ ÔÏ ÓÅÅË ÆÉÒÓÔ 'ÏÄȭÓ ËÉÎÇÄÏÍ ÁÎÄ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÏÒÅ ÕÐ ÔÒÅÁÓȤ

ures in heaven this week?  Be specific. 
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The Big Idea 

Bonus QuestionsɂFor Further Thought (Optional)  

List a couple things that you worry about.  Write out how you can give these over to 

'ÏÄȭÓ ÃÏÎÔÒÏÌȢ 

4ÈÅ ÐÒÉÏÒÉÔÉÅÓ ÏÆ Á ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ÓÅÅËÉÎÇ 'ÏÄȭÓ +ÉÎÇÄÏÍ ÁÒÅ ÕÐÓÉÄÅ ÄÏ×Î ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÉÏÒÉȤ

ties of the world.  Jesus teaches that someone seeking his Kingdom and righteous-

ness first is someone who is treasuring God and not letting money, wealth, and pos-

sessions become master.   

 

 

Ȱ4ÈÅ "ÉÂÌÅ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÅÖÉÌÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÃÏÍÅ ÎÏÔ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÕÒ ÄÅÓÉÒÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÈÁÐȤ

piness are too strong, but because they are so weak that we settle for fleeting pleasures 

that do not satisfy our deepest souls, but in the end destroy them.  The root of all evil is 

that we are the kind of people who settle for the love of money instead of the love of 

'ÏÄȢȱ       

        John Piper in Desiring God 

What do the following passages teach about money, wealth, and possessions? 

¶1 Timothy 6:5-10  

 

 

¶2 Corinthians 9:6-8 

 

 

¶Hebrews 13:5-6  

 

 

¶Proverbs 3:9-10 

 

 

¶Matthew 19:16-26 
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Upside Down             Week 2              
Mark 10:35-45 

 


