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Introduction
Welcome to our study of 1 Corinthians, a book that tackles some of the most difficult problems 
any local church could face and that addresses many of the most controversial issues of our day, 
including the discipline of unruly church members and the role of women in the worship service. 
Yet beyond these problems and controversies, 1 Corinthians is first and foremost a book designed 
to convict us of sin and lead us towards maturity in life and faith, so that as a church family we may 
ever more fully glorify the One who called us into His grace.

The eleven lessons in this packet are designed to walk us through this challenging book of the 
Bible. During the Survey, we will look at the overall message of the book of 1 Corinthians. The next 
ten lessons will focus on studying key passages in detail. Then, in our last lesson (Synthesis), we 
will summarize what we have learned for future reference.

In studying each passage in detail, we will be learning and using a number of basic Bible study 
methods. These methods fit under three fundamental skills that are meant to be practiced in order 
each week - observe, interpret, and apply. These skills are summarized on the next few pages, 
which are designed as a “Quick Reference Guide” that you can flip back through during your study. 
There are also advanced Bible study skills in the Appendix for those who want to go deeper in their 
study.

Bible Study Method Summary 4 Lesson 6 - 1 Corinthians 9:1-14 67

1 Corinthians Survey 10 Lesson 7 - 1 Corinthians 11:2-34 77

Lesson 1- 1 Corinthians 1:1-2:16 17 Lesson 8 - 1 Corinthians 12 & 14 87
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Every time we study the Bible, the first thing to ask is, “What do I see?” This is the crucial 
skill of observation, which lays the groundwork for the rest of our study. Here are four tasks 
involved in observation which should be performed in the order below: 

Observation Task 1: Mark up the passage by visually identifying the 
following specific elements:

• Underline all verbs. A verb is a word or group of words used to indicate either that an 
action takes place (“I thank my God”) or that a state or condition exists (“God is faithful”). 
Verbs are often the most significant indicators of the author’s flow of thought.

• Circle key words or phrases. These are words or short phrases that are important 
theologically (like “word of the cross” in 1:18 or thematically set the theme or main idea for 
the passage (like “wisdom” and “foolishness” in 1:18-31).

• Highlight repeated words or phrases. Include words and phrases that are closely related 
even if not exact duplicates (such as “judgment” and “judging”). You will want to highlight 
things repeated in other places (such as “Now concerning” found in 7:1, 25; 8:1; 12:1; 
16:1).

• Box connecting words. These important words indicate the logical connection between 
words, phrases, and clauses. Here are eight types of common connecting words to look for:

1. COMPARISON: either points out similarities between two or more related ideas or simply 
joins like ideas. Comparison words include: and, like, as, just as, also, so also, even so 
(e.g. “LIKE a wise master builder I laid a foundation” 3:10).

2. CONTRAST: points out dissimilarities between ideas. Contrast words include: but, rather, 
yet, however (e.g. “Jews ask for signs...BUT we preach Christ crucified” 2:22-23). 

3. PURPOSE: indicates the intended goal of an idea or action, whether or not it was realized. 
Purpose words include: that, so that, in order that (e.g. “I have made myself a slave to 
all THAT I may win the more” 9:19).   

4. RESULT: very similar to “purpose,” but indicates the actual consequence, whether or not it 
was intended. Result words include: that, so that, as a result, with the result that (e.g. 
“I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius SO THAT no one would say...” 1:14-15).   

5. CAUSE: expresses the basis or cause of an action. Cause words include: because, since, 
and sometimes for (e.g. “I praise you BECAUSE you remember me in everything” 11:2).     

6. EXPLANATION: what follows further explains the previous idea, giving reasons why it is 
true, why it occurred, or simply adding additional information. Look for the key word for 
(e.g. “FOR by one spirit we were all baptized into one body” 12:13).  

Observe: What do I see?
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WHAT is the...
  ...meaning of this word?
  ...significance of this phrase?
  ...implication of this statement?
  ...relationship between these phrases?

WHY did Paul...
  ...choose this word?
  ...include this phrase, statement, or command?
  ...connect these ideas?
  ...not say ______? 

WHO is...
  ...Paul talking about?
  ...accomplishing the action?
  ...benefiting from the action?

HOW... 
  ...was this action accomplished?
  ...will this situation occur?

7. INFERENCE: provides a logical consequence, conclusion, or summary to the previous 
discussion. Inference words include: therefore, for this reason  (e.g. “FOR THIS REASON 
I have sent you to Timothy” 4:17).    

8. CONDITION: presents a condition that must occur before a certain action or conclusion 
can occur. The statement may or may not reflect reality (i.e. it could be hypothetical). Key 
word is if (e.g. “IF any man’s work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward” 
3:14).

Observation Task 2: List 2-3 primary themes  you see in the passage each week.  

 A primary theme is the big idea, the central truth or command that the passage focuses 
on, such as “the wisdom of God” and “the Spirit reveals truth” in 1:18-2:16. After reading the 
passage, write your themes as single words or short phrases. Identifying these themes at the 
beginning of your study will help you develop a good overall grasp of the passage.

Observation Task 3: Write two or more observations per verse. 
 Our observations might identify people, places, or events, point out repeated words 
or key terms, record important connections between words and sentences, or even point out 
something missing that we expected to see.

Observation Task 4: Record your own interpretive questions. 
 Here are a few examples:
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INTerPreT: What does it mean?

6

Our observation of a passage should stir interesting yet challenging questions, leading us to 
the second stage of our Bible study, interpretation. Fortunately, we do not have to run to a 
commentary or study Bible for answers (though these are helpful tools to check our conclusions). 
Use the following six methods, as needed, to tackle a variety of questions. Also, make sure to 
familiarize yourself with the three “Principles of Interpretation” that appear in the Appendix 
on page 126.

Interpretation Method 1: Use the context. 
 Look for important clues in the sentences and paragraphs that come before and after 
the verse in question. Try to follow Paul’s flow of thought through the whole chapter. This may 
take you to the previous lesson, so have it handy as a review.  You may need to read ahead in 1 
Corinthians for clues. 

Interpretation Method 2: Compare multiple translations. 
 This packet uses the New American Standard (NASB) translation. You can often find 
helpful interpretive clues by comparing this translation with other translations. The New 
King James Version (NKJV), like the NASB, is a fairly word-for-word translation of the Greek 
text. The New International Version (NIV) and the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) are 
excellent phrase-to-phrase translations of the Greek and are thus often easier to read. Another 
excellent phrase-to-phrase Bible, which includes extensive translation notes, is the New English 
Translation (NET) available online for free at www.bible.org. You can find and compare 
numerous translations of any Bible passage at www.biblestudytools.com.

Interpretation Method 3: Look up key words. 
 While looking up a key word in English is helpful, doing so in Greek is far better and is 
surprisingly easy, thanks to the internet. Simply log onto www.biblestudytools.com, type 
in “1 Cor 5” in the box to the left of the “Search” button and then click “Search.” All of 1 Cor 5 
will appear on the screen. Be sure that “New American Standard” is your selected Bible in the 
drop down box and then click the box next to “Strongs Numbers” so that most of the words will 
be highlighted in blue. Clicking on any of these will bring up a new screen that will tell you the 
Greek word used here, its possible definitions, and the total number of times it is used in each 
book of the NT! You can even click on any of the other NT books (under the title “NAS Verse 
Count”) and get a list of every verse in that book that uses this Greek word! What used to take 
hours now takes seconds.
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Interpretation Method 4: Study cross-references (Xrefs). 
 XRefs are simply other passages in the Bible that are somehow related to the verses 
you are studying. They often prove incredibly helpful as we seek to understand our passage. 
You can find a few XRefs in the margins of most Bibles, but you can find many more by logging 
onto another helpful website: net.bible.org. In the top left of the screen under “Display Bible,” 
choose “1 Corinthians,” then the chapter you are interested in, and then click “Go.” A new screen 
will appear with the NET Bible translation of the chapter you requested. Click the “XRef” tab at 
the top of the screen, and this will take you to an extensive list of XRefs for every verse in this 
chapter based on the classic book The Treasury of Scripture Knowledge. Clicking any of these will 
bring up the single verse, but you can then click “context” to see the verse in the midst of its 
surrounding context.
 

Interpretation Method 5: Look up background information. 
 You can find helpful insights by looking up confusing names or words in a Bible dictionary 
or by looking up the particular verses you are studying in a background commentary. One of 
the best dictionaries is The New Bible Dictionary by Wood & Marshall, but you can also find the 
older Int’l Standard Bible Dictionary [ISBE] online for free (net.bible.org/dictionary.php). The 
IVP Bible Background Commentary by Craig Keener is an excellent example of a verse-by-verse 
background commentary.

Interpretation Method 6: Tackle tough questions step-by-step. 
 When trying to answer the most challenging questions, follow this four-step process: 
(1) LIST ALL THE OPTIONS. Always start by brainstorming every possible answer to your 
question.  (2) LIST PROS AND CONS FOR EACH OPTION. See all the evidence you can find 
that either argues for or against a particular option. This evidence comes from your study of 
key words, the grammar of the sentence, the context of surrounding verses and the book as 
a whole, cross references to other books, and comparison with your overall understanding of 
Christian theology. (3) CHOOSE THE MOST LIKELY OPTION. Look at your evidence for each 
option. Typically, evidence from the immediate context is most important, followed closely by 
evidence from the book as a whole. Evidence from other books of the Bible, or from Christian 
theology as a whole, does not carry quite as much weight unless the solution contradicts a 
clear passage elsewhere or a major tenant of Christian doctrine. In that case, since Scripture 
never lies and God cannot contradict Himself, you must eliminate that option. (4) DECIDE ON 
YOUR CERTAINTY LEVEL. Once you have chosen the best solution, step back for a second and 
humbly gauge how certain you are of its accuracy (90% = I am very sure this is correct ... 60% 
= This solution is just a bit more likely than the others!). Finally, talk with others and check 
commentaries or reference books to see what solutions they have chosen and why. 
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aPPly: How does it work?
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Our Bible study is not over until we apply what we have learned to our everyday lives. And lest 
we underestimate the value of this last step, remember that in God’s eyes it is the person who 
does not just know His Word, but also obeys His Word, that truly loves Him (See John 14:21). 
So how do we apply a passage to our lives? Application involves the following two tasks: 

application Task 1: List potential principles from your passage. 
 A “principle” is simply a fact or command stated or implied in a particular passage that 

is practically relevant to our lives. Legitimate principles are not specific to a particular person 
(e.g. 1 Tim 5:23 is just for Timothy) nor a particular time (e.g. “do not leave Jerusalem” in 
Acts 1:4). An example from 1 Corinthians 2 would be, “We can find true wisdom by reading
God’s Word as we rely on His Spirit to help us understand it.” It is often helpful when listing 
principles to consider the following questions:

 p Is there something to worship or thank God for?

 p Is there a promise for me to claim or a truth for me to believe?

 p Is there something I am convicted about that I need to change or begin doing?

 p Is there something or someone I need to pray for specifically this week?

 p Is there any relationship I need to work on?

application Task 2: Choose one principle, and create a plan to apply it to your 
life this week. 
 Once you complete your principle list, prayerfully choose the one principle you most need 
to work on (Do not just choose the easiest to apply!). If you felt deeply convicted about one in 
particular, that is probably the principle God is leading you to apply. Once you have chosen a 
specific principle, answer these two questions:

 pWhat exactly will I do differently this week to apply this principle to my life (Be specific)?

 pWhom, other than the Lord, will I ask to help me follow through with this application?B
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My notes



10 / sUrvey

see the big Picture
1 COrINTHIaNs sUrvey



Begin this time in prayer, confessing any sins you know of, thanking 
the Lord for the gift of His Word, and asking for His Spirit to guide 
your study.Pray

Why does this matter?
You wake suddenly one morning with a sharp pain in your chest, a pain that 
quickly becomes unbearable. Fortunately, you have time to call 911 before you 
black out and fall to the floor. Hours later (or even days for all you know) you 
awake to the sound of your doctor’s voice. She looks grave as she explains that you 
are suffering from not just one, but several potentially deadly ailments. You have 
a serious case of dehydration, one of your arteries is severely blocked, you have 
an ulcer bleeding into your stomach, and you have a growing bacterial infection 
spreading throughout your body. Yet fortunately, all of these conditions are 
treatable with the right surgeries and medications. Better yet, all are avoidable in 
the future, if you follow your doctor’s instructions: drink more water to prevent 

dehydration, cut way back on fatty foods to lower cholesterol and open up your arteries, quit popping 
Ibuprofen every couple hours to avoid the ulcers, and lay off the under cooked, salmonella-prone chicken!

all the advice given here is common knowledge that all of us should follow. so why do so 
many people ignore such medical wisdom every day? 

o

This case study may seem far removed from a Bible study of 1 Corinthians. Yet such a medical 
scenario may be the closest metaphor to describe Paul’s purpose in writing this complex letter. 
No one issue dominates his discussion; yet, almost every chapter addresses a serious problem 
affecting the Corinthian church. And each problem, if left unchecked, could eventually destroy 
this ailing local body of believers. While our church may not suffer the severity of symptoms 
found in this letter, we would do well to learn from Paul’s instruction and practice his wise 
advise now so that we can avoid the severe pain and heartache experienced by many of the 
believers in 1st century Corinth.

11 / sUrvey



Surveying a book like 1 Corinthians allows you to grasp the big picture and the overall storyline 
of the book before getting caught up in the details. This survey provides a helpful road map 
to guide your study during the coming weeks. Begin this crucial first step by taking the next 
thirty minutes to read straight through 1 Corinthians without stopping. Then, answer the 
questions below before moving on to the next page. 

1.Having read the book, how would you describe the church in Corinth? In what 
ways are they healthy? What “deadly ailments” do they suffer from?

2.How would you describe Paul’s relationship to these believers? 

3.What are the major themes or big ideas in this book? (Hint: look for repeated 
words and ideas.) 
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sUrvey: What is the big idea?
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Paul, the Apostle to the Gentiles, went alone from Athens to Corinth in about A.D. 51 during his 
second missionary journey (Acts 18:1-18). Th ere he labored with a Jewish-Christian couple, Aquila 
and Priscilla, who recently had been expelled from Rome by the emperor Claudius because they 
were Jews. Th e couple ran a tent-making business, a trade also practiced by Paul. Silas and Timothy 
also joined Paul in Corinth. When Paul left Corinth 18 
months later, headed to Ephesus with Priscilla and 
Aquilla, a Christian congregation had been founded 
in the city of Corinth. After a period of training, Paul 
would later send the gifted Alexandrian Apollos to 
Corinth for ministry there (Acts 18:24-28). While 
Apollos was ministering in Corinth (Acts 19:1), Paul 
remained in Ephesus on his third missionary journey 
in the fall of A.D. 53 for a period of about two and one-
half years (Acts 19). It was probably during the early 
part of this ministry in Ephesus that Paul wrote the 
letter mentioned in 1 Corinthians 5:9. Paul learned of 
the church’s misunderstanding of this fi rst letter (1 
Cor 5:10-11) and of further problems in the church at Corinth from the household of Chloe (1:11). 
Th en an offi  cial delegation - Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus (16:17) brought Paul specifi c 
questions on issues dividing the church. Paul, the anxious pastor, would write 1 Corinthians 
probably in A.D. 54 or 55 to address these matters.

reCIPIeNT
Th is fl edgling congregation in Corinth was composed primarily of former “idol-worshippers” (1 
Cor 12:2), but some Jewish believers were also among them. Most of them were from the lower 
classes (1 Cor 1:26-28).  Some were slaves (1 Cor 7:21). A few were wealthy  (1 Cor 11:22-32). Th ese 
new believers struggled mightily to live out their new Christian faith in a culture resistant and 
even hostile to their faith.

Corinth, ancient Greece’s most important center of trade, was ideally situated on the Isthmus 
of Corinth connecting Rome, the capital of the world, and the East. Like its neighboring city of 
Athens, Corinth symbolized Greek culture in its desire for wisdom and power. Th e ancient city had 
a reputation for vulgar materialism. In the earliest Greek literature it was linked with wealth and 
immorality. When Plato referred to a prostitute, he used the expression “Corinthian girl.” Much of 

aUTHOrsHIP

background
Once you have completed the introductory questions on the previous page, read this background 
article on the book of 1 Corinthians (portions have been compiled from Th e Bible Knowledge 
Commentary and Nelson’s Illustrated Bible Dictionary).

“Saint Paul Writing His Epistles” by Valentin 
de Boulogne (ca. 16th century)
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the wealth and vice in Corinth centered around the temple of Aphrodite, the goddess of love and 
beauty in Greek mythology, and its one thousand temple prostitutes. For this reason a proverb 
warned, “Not for every man is the voyage to Corinth.”

PUrPOse
1 Corinthians provides a glimpse of life inside a fi rst-century church that was far from saintly. Th e 
spirit of the world seemed more infl uential in the Corinthian church than the Spirit of God. Paul 
wrote to young Christians who were concerned with problems involved in living out the Christian 
life in a non-Christian culture. Since many of the problems arising in Corinth concerned behavior 
and morals, Paul majored on ethical advice in this correspondence, addressing issues of disunity, 
immorality, marriage, eating food sacrifi ced to idols, and order in the worship service itself.

The Temple of Apollo at Corinth and the acropolis in the background.
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 p Ch. 1

 p Ch. 2

 p Ch. 3

 p Ch. 4

 p Ch. 5

 p Ch. 6

 p Ch. 7

 p Ch. 8

My I Corinthians Titles...

Outline the book
If time permits, skim through 1 Corinthians one more time and then create your own title for each chapter 
of the book (you can divide these into smaller sections, each with its own title, if you wish). Do not use the 
titles in this packet or in your Bible. Create your own titles that capture your understanding of the main 
idea of each section.

 p Ch. 9

 p Ch. 10

 p Ch. 11

 p Ch. 12

 p Ch. 13

 p Ch. 14

 p Ch. 15

 p Ch. 16

End your study by returning to the Lord in prayer. Thank Him for what you 
have learned this week, ask Him to help you apply the principle you have 
chosen, and lay before Him the needs of your fellow small group members.Pray
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My notes
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Know the Truth
1 COrINTHIaNs 1:1-2:16



You lost Ted at “God loves you.” In fact, every time you try to share the gospel with this intelligent, witty, 
and completely secular friend, he stops you cold at the first mention of God. “How can you possibly still 
believe in a god? You’ve read the same textbook I have in our biology class, 
you’ve attended the same lectures, you’ve studied the same scientific 
evidence. It’s simply absurd to hold onto this myth about some all-powerful 
God creating us.” Once started, Ted usually launches into an impassioned 
monologue deriding the foolishness of your devotion to a 2000+ year old 
book, your belief in actual miracles, and most absurd, your prudish and 
stubborn refusal to enjoy the benefits and pleasures of this life for the 
sake of a supposed life after death. Regardless of any evidence or logical 
arguments you offer for God’s existence and Christianity’s reasonableness, 
Ted simply shrugs them off as laughable attempts to prop up a ridiculous 
story.

Do you have friends or relatives who think your Christian faith is foolish? What reasons do they 
give for their assessment?

o

Begin this time in prayer, confessing any sins you know of, 
thanking the Lord for the gift of His Word, and asking for His 
Spirit to guide your study.

Why does this matter?

Memorize
1 Corinthians 1:21 | Write it out to get your memorization started.

Pray
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My Themes

1 Corinthians 1:1-2:16

Read this entire passage, and as you do, write down any key themes. A theme is a central idea, truth, or 
command that is the focus of the passage, such as “the wisdom of God” and “the Spirit reveals truth” 
in  1:18-2:16. After reading the whole passage each week, write your themes as single words or short 
phrases. Identifying these themes at the beginning of your study will help you develop a good overall 
grasp of the passage.

After listing key themes, come up with a short title for this section of 1 Corinthians.

look at the whole passage

My Title

Focus on One Key section: 1 Corinthians 1:18-21 & 2:6-16
Every time we study the Bible, the first thing to ask is, “What do I see?”. This is the crucial 
skill of observation, and it lays the groundwork for the rest of our study. We will learn a new 
observation skill each week to practice along with the others we have already learned. This 
week, simply read the passage on the following page, and then write one or two observations 
for each verse in the box that follows. Our observations might identify people, places, or 
events, point out repeated words or key terms, record important connections between 
words and sentences, or even point out something missing that we expected to see. The 
first few have been done for you.
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Observe: What do I see?
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1 Corinthians 1:18-21 and 2:6-16

1:18For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved 

it is the power of God. For it is written, “I WILL DESTROY THE WISDOM OF THE WISE, AND THE 

CLEVERNESS OF THE CLEVER I WILL SET ASIDE.” 20Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where 

is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since in the wisdom 

of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the 

foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe...

2:6Yet we do speak wisdom among those who are mature; a wisdom, however, not of this age nor of the 

rulers of this age, who are passing away;  7but we speak God’s wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom 

which God predestined before the ages to our glory;  8the wisdom which none of the rulers of this age 

has understood; for if they had understood it they would not have crucified the Lord of glory;  9but just 

as it is written, “Things which eye has not seen and ear has not heard, And which have not entered the 

heart of man, All that God has prepared for those who love Him.”  10For to us God revealed them through 

the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.  11For who among men knows the 

thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so the thoughts of God no one 

knows except the Spirit of God.  12Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who 

is from God, so that we may know the things freely given to us by God,  13which things we also speak, 

not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts 

with spiritual words. 14But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 

foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised. 15But he who 

is spiritual appraises all things, yet he himself is appraised by no one. 16For who has known the mind of 

the Lord, that he will instruct Him? But we have the mind of Christ.
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	 -	Verse	20	is	composed	of	four	questions
	 -	All	four	questions	look	at	someone	or	something	the	world	values
	 -	Verse	21	begins	with	the	connecting	word	“for”
	 -	Paul	contrasts	the	wisdom	of	God	with	the	wisdom	of	the	world
	 -	The	people	who	are	saved	are	“those	who	believe”

My observations

vv 1:18-21

vv 2:6-9

vv 2:10-13

vv 2:14-16

21 / lessON  1

List at least 2 observations per verse in the space below.
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Our observation of 1 Corinthians each week will stir up some of the most interesting and 
challenging questions encountered in Bible study. Fortunately, we do not have to run to a 
commentary or study Bible for the answer (though these are helpful tools to check our 
conclusions). God desires all of us to become approved workmen, “accurately handling the 
Word of truth” (2 Tim 2:15). To that end, we will learn a new interpretive skill each 
week to practice along with the others we have already learned. This week’s skill is the most 
important: USE THE CONTExT. Look for important clues in the sentences and paragraphs 
that come before and after the verse in question. Try to follow Paul’s flow of thought through 
the whole chapter. This may take you to the previous lesson, so have it handy as a review. You 
may also need to read ahead in 1 Corinthians for clues. 

INTerPreT: What does it mean?

1.What does Paul’s lengthy comparison of human wisdom and God’s gospel tell us about the 
state of the Corinthian church in these first 2 chapters?
 

2.How does the “wisdom of God” differ from the “wisdom of the world”?

3.according to 1:18-31, how does the “word of the cross” uniquely demonstrate the power of 
God (see also romans 1:16-17)?

4.apart from the “wisdom of God” delivered to us in the bible and without the scriptures, what 
could we know of God (see also Psalms 19:1-2; ecclesiastes 3:11; romans 1:18-23, 28)?
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5.according to 1:18-2:16, what are the steps required for a person to understand the wisdom of 
God?

6.according to the following passages, what can prevent a believer from understanding the 
wisdom of God revealed in His Word?

 1 Corinthians 2:14-15

 
 John 14:21

 
 2 Timothy 2:14

 
 James 1:5-8

7.Is the bible absolutely essential to know God? Why or why not?

My summary
In one sentence, use your own words to describe the main point that Paul communicates in this passage.
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In God’s eyes it is the person who does not just know His Word, but also obeys His Word who 
truly loves Him (John 14:21). Our Bible study is only complete once we apply what we’ve 
learned. To that end, we will learn the first two steps in the process of application this week. 
First, start each lesson by answering a few reflection questions designed to demonstrate how 
each passage relates to our own lives. Second, step back and look at the passage as a whole 
and list potential principles. A “principle” is simply a fact or command stated or implied 
in a particular passage that is practically relevant to our lives. Legitimate principles are not 
specific to a particular person (e.g. 1 Timothy 5:23 is just for Timothy) nor a particular time 
(e.g. “do not leave Jerusalem” in Acts 1:4). A couple of examples are provided for you on the 
next page.

What people, groups, or institutions, does your generation typically turn to as an authority 
on truth?

Why does our culture view these sources of authority as more appealing or convincing 
than scripture? 

Do you ever feel like the bible is either too hard to understand or too distant to be of use 
in modern life?

o

o

reflect on your life
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aPPly: How does it work?

o
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We	can	find	true	wisdom	by	reading	God’s	Word	as	we	rely	on	His	spirit	to	help	us	understand	it.

We	should	expect	that	when	we	share	the	Gospel	with	unbelievers,	many	will	find	it	foolish	or	offensive.

list principles
List at least five principles from 1 Corinthians 1:18-2:16. (Remember, a principle is simply a fact or 
command stated or implied in the passage that is relevant to your own life.)

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

End your study by returning to the Lord in prayer. Thank Him for what you 
have learned this week, ask Him to help you apply the principle you have 
chosen, and lay before Him the needs of your fellow small group members.Pray
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My notes
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Heal the Divide
1 COrINTHIaNs 3:1-4:5
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After a third invite to church in as many weeks, Alice graciously declines and says, “I appreciate you 
asking me each week, but I’m just not interested. I know church is really important to you, but it’s not 

to me.” Seeing your inquisitive expression, Alice goes 
on to explain that as a young woman she attended a 
church in her hometown for a few months to try out 
this Christianity thing. But the more she got to know 
people at the church, the more she was shocked to find 
the same jealousies, gossip, and feelings of envy she saw 
at school and at work all the time. A month into her 
visits, the pastor decided to change a few things, such 
as worship style at one service and room allotments 
for different ministries. The response was anything but 
gracious as different factions argued over the changes, 
and more than a few families left the church in anger. 

Alice concluded that Christians were as selfish and unloving as the rest of the world; and so, she decided 
that Christianity had little if anything to offer her.

Why does this matter?

Memorize
1 Corinthians 1:10 | Write it out to get your memorization started.

Begin this time in prayer, confessing any sins you know of, 
thanking the Lord for the gift of His Word, and asking for His 
Spirit to guide your study.Pray

What divisions among Christians have you witnessed in our church or in our town? Why do 
these divisions exist?

o
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look at the whole passage

Focus on One Key section: 1 Corinthians 3:1-15
Like last week, read the passage below, and write down your observations in the box on the 
following page. This week, we will begin to write our own questions as well. Try to write out 
eight questions next to the relevant verses on the following page. This is probably the simplest 
skill of all. Just record the questions that naturally come to mind as you try to understand and 
apply the passage! If you need help getting started, you can use these examples:

WHAT is the...
  ...meaning of this word?
  ...significance of this phrase?
  ...implication of this statement?
  ...relationship between these phrases?

WHY did Paul...
  ...choose this word?
  ...include this phrase, statement, or command?
  ...connect these ideas?
  ...not say ______? 

WHO is...
  ...Paul talking about?
  ...accomplishing the action?
  ...benefiting from the action?

HOW... 
  ...was this action accomplished?
  ...will this situation occur?

My Themes

My Title

1 Corinthians 3:1-4:5

Read this entire passage, and as you do, write down any key themes or big ideas you see. What title 
would you give to this section of 1 Corinthians?

look at the whole passage

sK
Il

l

Observe: What do I see?
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1 Corinthians 3:1-15

1And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh, as to infants 

in Christ. 2I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to receive it. Indeed, 

even now you are not yet able, 3for you are still fleshly. For since there is jealousy and strife among 

you, are you not fleshly, and are you not walking like mere men? 4For when one says, “I am of Paul,” 

and another, “I am of Apollos,” are you not mere men? 5What then is Apollos? And what is Paul? 

Servants through whom you believed, even as the Lord gave opportunity to each one. 6I planted, 

Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth. 7So then neither the one who plants nor the one 

who waters is anything, but God who causes the growth. 8Now he who plants and he who waters 

are one; but each will receive his own reward according to his own labor. 9For we are God’s fellow 

workers; you are God’s field, God’s building. 10According to the grace of God which was given to 

me, like a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must 

be careful how he builds on it. 11For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, 

which is Jesus Christ. 12Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, 

wood, hay, straw, 13each man’s work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be 

revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each man’s work. 14If any man’s work 

which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward. 15If any man’s work is burned up, he will 

suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.
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My observations

vv 1-4

vv 5-9

vv 10-12

vv 13-15

List at least 2 observations per verse and 2 questions per section in the space below.
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Last week we learned to use the context to help us answer our interpretive questions. This 
week, we will add our second interpretive skill - COMPARE MULTIPLE TRANSLATIONS. 
This packet uses the New American Standard (NASB) translation. As you tackle the questions 
below, look up the passage in other translations and compare to the NASB to look for helpful 
clues or clearer wording. The New King James Version (NKJV), like the NASB, is a fairly word-
for-word translation of the Greek text, and therefore, quite accurate for Bible study. The New 
International Version (NIV) and the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) are  excellent 
phrase-to-phrase translations of the Greek and are thus often easier to read. Another excellent 
phrase-to-phrase Bible, which includes extensive translation notes, is the New English 
Translation (NET) available online for free at www.bible.org. You can find and compare 
numerous English translations of any Bible passage at www.biblestudytools.com.

1.according to 1:10-4:5... 
 
 ...what things cause disunity in the church body?

 

 
 ...what things promote unity in the church body?

2.How does 3:1-15 relate to 1:10-17 and 1:18-2:16? (Hint: try to follow Paul’s flow of thought.)

INTerPreT: What does it mean?

32 / lessON 2



3.On what basis does God evaluate and reward His servants (see also 2 Corinthians 5:9-10; 2 
Timothy 4:7-8)?
 

4.What is the relationship between spiritual maturity and unity of the body? Can you have one 
without the other?

My summary
In one sentence, use your own words to describe the main point that Paul communicates in 3:1-15.
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Have you ever experienced disunity within a local church? How did you respond? How 
would you respond again in the same situation?

When was the last time (if ever) you made a decision by asking yourself, “What will be the 
outcome when I am judged by Jesus in the next life?”

o

reflect on your life

As in the previous lesson, complete the reflection questions and then list a few principles you 
learned from the passage. This week adds a third application step - choose one principle and 
create a plan to apply it to your life this week. Once you have completed your principle 
list, prayerfully choose the one principle you most need to work on (do not just choose the easiest 
to apply) If you felt deeply convicted about one in particular, that is probably the one God is 
leading you to apply! Once you have chosen a specific principle, follow the directions on the 
next page to develop a realistic and specific plan to apply it to your life.sK

Il
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aPPly: How does it work?

o
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list principles
List at least five principles from 1 Corinthians 3:1-4:5. (Remember, a principle is simply a fact or command 
stated or implied in the passage that is relevant to your own life.)

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

apply one this week
Circle the one principle above you will seek to apply this week. Now create a plan to apply this principle by 
answering these two questions:

What exactly will you do differently this week to apply this principle to your life? 
be specific.

Whom, other than the lord, will you ask to help you follow through with this application? 

o

o

End your study by returning to the Lord in prayer. Thank Him for what you 
have learned this week, ask Him to help you apply the principle you have 
chosen, and lay before Him the needs of your fellow small group members.Pray
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My notes
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Guard the Flock
1 COrINTHIaNs 5:1-6:8
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About the same time last year you, your spouse, Dan and his wife, Lisa, 
were asked to become bible study leaders at your church together. The 
four of you live in the same neighborhood and became quick friends. 
However, as you have become closer, you have noticed that Dan and 
Lisa exhibit some concerning habits. Dan is a hard worker and is very 
committed to his job, but lately he is repeatedly coming home late, long 
after his children have gone to bed, and is leaving much of the parenting 
up to Lisa. Lisa has become short tempered and is regularly yelling and 
frustrated at her kids. Last week, you and your spouse summoned the 
courage to talk to Dan and Lisa privately about their behavior. But Dan 
and Lisa dismissed your concerns, saying first of all, that they are just 
in a stressful time of life and it will get better, and second, that it wasn’t anyone’s business what they did 
in their private lives. Since that conversation, Dan and Lisa’s behavior hasn’t changed, though they clearly 
attempt to avoid you as much as possible.

at this point, would you report Dan and lisa’s behavior to church leadership? Why or why not? 
If so, how exactly would you do so?

o

Why does this matter?

Memorize
1 Corinthians 5:11 | Write it out to get your memorization started.

Begin this time in prayer, confessing any sins you know of, 
thanking the Lord for the gift of His Word, and asking for His 
Spirit to guide your study.Pray
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1 Corinthians 5:1-6:8

Read this entire passage, and as you do, write down any key themes or big ideas you see.  What title 
would you give to this section of 1 Corinthians?

look at the whole passage

My Themes

My Title

Focus on One Key section: 1 Corinthians 5:1-13
Like last week, read the passage on the next page, and write down your observations in the box 
that follows and your interpretive questions in the margins of the text. Also, this week, begin 
to mark up the passage to aid your understanding.  So from now on, as you read the passage, 
UNDERLINE ALL OF THE VERBS (as was done for you in vv 6-8). Quick review: a verb is a 
word or group of words used to indicate either that an action is taking place (“Clean out the 
old leaven”) or that a state or condition exists (“Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed”). 
Because verbs express the action of the passage, they are often the most significant indicators 
of the author’s flow of thought.  
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Observe: What do I see?
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1 Corinthians 5:1-13

1It is actually reported that there is immorality among you, and immorality of such a kind as does not exist 

even among the Gentiles, that someone has his father’s wife. 2You have become arrogant and have not 

mourned instead, so that the one who had done this deed would be removed from your midst. 3For I, on 

my part, though absent in body but present in spirit, have already judged him who has so committed this, 

as though I were present. 4In the name of our Lord Jesus, when you are assembled, and I with you in spirit, 

with the power of our Lord Jesus, 5I have decided to deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of his 

flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 6Your boasting is not good. Do you not 

know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough? 7Clean out the old leaven so that you may be a 

new lump, just as you are in fact unleavened. For Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed. 8Therefore 

let us celebrate the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the 

unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 9I wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral people; 

10I did not at all mean with the immoral people of this world, or with the covetous and swindlers, or with 

idolaters, for then you would have to go out of the world. 11But actually, I wrote to you not to associate with 

any so-called brother if he is an immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a 

swindler—not even to eat with such a one. 12For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Do you not judge 

those who are within the church? 13But those who are outside, God judges. Remove the wicked man from 

among yourselves.
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My observations

vv 1-2

vv 3-5

vv 6-8

vv 9-13

List at least 2 observations per verse and 2 questions per section in the space below.

41 / lessON 3



sK
Il

l

1.Use 5:1-13 and these cross-references to answer the following questions: Matthew 18:15-17; 
Galatians 6:1-2; 2 Thessalonians 3:6,14-15; Hebrews 3:12-13; 12:6; James 5:19-20.

a) What impact can an individual’s sin have on a community of believers?

 

b) What responsibility does a community of believers have towards a sinful believer?

c) What reasons for disciplining a sinful believer are given?

As you answer the questions below, continue using your first two interpretive skills (use the 
context and compare multiple translations), and add this third one - LOOK UP KEY WORDS 
(such as “immorality,” “deliver,” or “leaven” in this passage). While doing so in English is 
helpful, looking them up in Greek is far better and is surprisingly easy thanks to the internet. 
Simply log onto www.biblestudytools.com, type in “1 Cor 5” in the box to the left of the 
“Search” button and then click “Search.” All of 1 Cor 5 will appear on the screen. Be sure that 
“New American Standard” is your selected Bible in the drop down box and then click the box 
next to “Strongs Numbers” so that most of the words will be highlighted in blue. Clicking on 
any of these will bring up a new screen that will tell you the Greek word used here, its possible 
definitions, and the total number of times it is used in each book of the NT! You can even click 
on any of the other NT books (under the title “NAS Verse Count”) and get a list of every verse 
in that book that uses this Greek word! What used to take hours now takes seconds. 

INTerPreT: What does it mean?
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2.How do you reconcile 4:5 with 5:3? Is it always wrong to judge another? What does it mean to 
judge? start by looking up the word “judge” using the instructions above. Then list a few possible 
options and decide which option is most likely. 

3.Paul’s discipline of this individual seems very severe in 5:5. What is the spiritual condition of the 
one being disciplined (see acts 5:1-10; 1 Corinthians 11:27-30; 1 Timothy 1:19-20; 1 John 5:16)?

4.Why does Paul admonish the Corinthians for their legal disputes with each other (6:1-11)? How 
is this related to the problem of immorality in chapter 5?

My summary
In one sentence, use your own words to describe the main point that Paul communicates in this passage.
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Why do we usually find it so hard to confront a sinning brother or sister in Christ?

How might your personal conduct affect the reputation of the Church in the world?

o

o

This week’s application section involves the same three steps as last week’s, which we will 
continue to use throughout our study: reflect on your own life, list at least five principles, 
and choose one to apply this week. It is often helpful when working through the second 
and third steps to consider the following list of questions:

• Is there something to worship or thank God for?

• Is there a promise for me to claim or a truth for me to believe?

• Is there something I am convicted about that I need to change or begin doing?

• Is there something or someone I need to pray for specifically this week?

• Is there any relationship I need to work on?

reflect on your life
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aPPly: How does it work?
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list principles
List at least five principles from 1 Corinthians 5:1-6:8. (Remember, a principle is simply a fact or command 
stated or implied in the passage that is relevant to your own life.)

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

apply one this week
Circle the one principle above you will seek to apply this week. Now create a plan to apply this principle by 
answering these two questions:

What exactly will you do differently this week to apply this principle to your life? 
be specific.

Whom, other than the lord, will you ask to help you follow through with this application? 

o

o

End your study by returning to the Lord in prayer. Thank Him for what you 
have learned this week, ask Him to help you apply the principle you have 
chosen, and lay before Him the needs of your fellow small group members.Pray
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My notes
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Cleanse the Temple
I COrINTHIaNs 6:9-7:40
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Manny and Sofia had ceased feeling guilty about their 
relationship months ago. Admittedly, due to their 
Christian upbringing, both felt a strong sense of regret 
and anxiety the weeks after they had slept together 
for the first time. But when nothing “bad” happened 
(Sofia didn’t get pregnant), they began to give into 
this temptation more frequently and with less worry. 
They continued to attend church periodically and have 
certainly heard sermons arguing for the importance 
of waiting until marriage. Yet, neither are inclined to 
change their behavior, especially considering that the 
vast majority of Americans do not wait until marriage. 
Besides that, Manny and Sofia really are in love and feel 

that sex is just a natural and very enjoyable expression of the feelings between two people in a committed 
relationship. 

What reasons does our society give to support the belief that sex outside marriage is 
acceptable?

list the reasons why sex outside marriage is not a good idea even for two people who are 
nearing marriage?

o

o

Why does this matter?

Memorize
1 Corinthians 6:19-20 | Write it out to get your memorization started.

Begin this time in prayer, confessing any sins you know of, 
thanking the Lord for the gift of His Word, and asking for His 
Spirit to guide your study.Pray
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1 Corinthians 6:9-7:40

Read this entire passage, and as you do, write down any key themes or big ideas you see.  What title 
would you give to this section of 1 Corinthians?

look at the whole passage

Focus on One Key section: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20
Read the passage and underline the verbs. Write your observations in the boxes that follow, 
and write at least eight interpretive questions in the margins. This week, begin to CIRCLE ALL 
OF THE KEY WORDS OR PHRASES. These are words or short phrases that are important 
theologically (like “lawful” in 6:12) or thematically set the theme or main idea for the passage 
(like “immorality” in 6:13,18).

My Themes

My Title
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Observe: What do I see?
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1 Corinthians 6:12-20

12All things are lawful for me, but not all things are profitable. All things are lawful for me, but I 

will not be mastered by anything. 13Food is for the stomach and the stomach is for food, but God 

will do away with both of them. Yet the body is not for immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord 

is for the body. 14Now God has not only raised the Lord, but will also raise us up through His power. 

15Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take away the members 

of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? May it never be! 16Or do you not know that 

the one who joins himself to a prostitute is one body with her? For He says, “THE TWO SHALL 

BECOME ONE FLESH.” 17But the one who joins himself to the Lord is one spirit with Him. 18Flee 

immorality. Every other sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins 

against his own body. 19Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in 

you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? 20For you have been bought with a 

price: therefore glorify God in your body.
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My observations

vv 12-13

vv 14-15

vv 16-18

vv 19-20

List at least 2 observations per verse and 2 questions per section in the space below.
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1.In what ways does Paul motivate us to seek purity in 6:9-11 (see also ephesians 5:5)?

2.What beliefs within the Corinthian church was Paul countering in 6:12-13? (Hint: look for the 
terms of contrasts)

3.Paul says that our bodies are “members of Christ” and a “temple of the Holy spirit.” 
What do each of these descriptions mean, and how do they each motivate us to seek 
purity?

 “members of Christ” (see also ephesians 5:28-30)
  

  meaning:
  

  why this motivates our purity:
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Here is a fourth interpretive skill to use in answering the questions below - STUDY CROSS-
REFERENCES (xRefs). XRefs are simply other passages in any book of the Bible that are 
somehow related to the verses you are studying. They often prove incredibly helpful as you 
seek to understand your passage.  A few such XRefs can be found in the margins of most 
English Bibles, but more can be found by logging onto another helpful website: net.bible.
org. In the top left of the screen under “Display Bible,” choose “1 Corinthians” and then “6” 
and click “Go.” A new screen will appear with the NET Bible translation of 1 Cor 6. Click the 
“XRef” tab at the top of the screen, and this will take you to an extensive list of XRefs for every 
verse in this chapter based on the classic book The Treasury of Scripture Knowledge. Clicking any 
of these will bring up the single verse, but you can then click “context” to see the verse in its 
surrounding context. This is a great tool for answering tough questions!

INTerPreT: What does it mean?
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 “temple of the Holy spirit” (see also 12:13; 2 Corinthians 6:16-17)

  meaning:
 

  why this motivates our purity:

 

4.What are some of the ways that we “glorify God in [our] body” according to 9:27; luke 
11:34; romans 6:13; 12:1-2; 1 Thessalonians 4:3-5; and James 3:8-10?

5.How does 7:1-40 relate to 6:12-20? What similarities tie these sections together?  

6.How should we interpret Paul’s suggestions in chapter 7 to avoid marriage if possible? 
Is this a general, timeless principle, or is it more limited in scope?  

My summary
In one sentence, use your own words to describe the main point that Paul communicates in this passage.
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What steps are you taking now to ensure your sexual purity?

Outside of sexual purity …

 ... in what ways do you treat your body with honor?  

 ... in what ways do you treat your body with dishonor?

o

o

As always, reflect on your own life, list at least five principles, and choose one to 
apply this week. Here is that helpful list of application questions to aid you in the second 
and third steps:

• Is there something to worship or thank God for?

• Is there a promise for me to claim or a truth for me to believe?

• Is there something I am convicted about that I need to change or begin doing?

• Is there something or someone I need to pray for specifically this week?

• Is there any relationship I need to work on?

reflect on your life

sK
Il

l
aPPly: How does it work?
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list principles
List at least five principles from 1 Corinthians 6:9-7:40. (Remember, a principle is simply a fact or command 
stated or implied in the passage that is relevant to your own life.)

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

apply one this week
Circle the one principle above you will seek to apply this week. Now create a plan to apply this principle by 
answering these two questions:

What exactly will you do differently this week to apply this principle to your life? 
be specific.

Whom, other than the lord, will you ask to help you follow through with this application? 

o

o

End your study by returning to the Lord in prayer. Thank Him for what you 
have learned this week, ask Him to help you apply the principle you have 
chosen, and lay before Him the needs of your fellow small group members.Pray
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My notes
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sacrifice your rights
1 COrINTHIaNs 8:1-11:1
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Why does this matter?

Memorize
1 Corinthians 8:9 | Write it out to get your memorization started.

Begin this time in prayer, confessing any sins you know of, 
thanking the Lord for the gift of His Word, and asking for His 
Spirit to guide your study.Pray

Kathy and Stan both face a difficult decision. Kathy loves the trendiest 
clothes and enjoys being considered an expert on the latest fashion. 
Following these fashions, many of her outfits are known to be from top of 
the line designers with an equivalent price tag. She never worried about 
this until one of her friends at church shared privately with her that a few of 
the younger women in their small group 
were struggling with envy over Kathy’s 
extravagant clothing budget.

Stan grew up in a family where good 
wine was served at every meal. Now 
turning 21, he was looking forward to 
being able to drink a beer with dinner in 

his apartment. Since he never drinks to excess, he hadn’t foreseen a 
problem until his roommate responded angrily at the sight of beer in 
their home. Stan hadn’t realized that his roommate’s father had abused 
alcohol for many years.

Now, both Kathy and Stan must make a choice. Will she continue to wear what is fashionable and will he 
continue to drink, or will they sacrifice these freedoms for the sake of other people?

What other examples can you think of where one believer’s rights could cause another 
believer to struggle? Have you ever personally faced a situation like this?

o
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1 Corinthians 8:1-11:1
Read this entire passage, and as you do, write down any key themes or big ideas you see.  What title 
would you give to this section of 1 Corinthians?

look at the whole passage

Focus on One Key section: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13

Read the passage and underline the verbs. Write your observations in the boxes that follow, 
and write at least eight interpretive questions in the margins. Since the whole passage is long 
this week, we will not add any new observation skills!

My Themes

My Title

sK
Il

l

Observe: What do I see?
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1 Corinthians 8:1-13

1Now concerning things sacrificed to idols, we know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge makes 

arrogant, but love edifies. 2If anyone supposes that he knows anything, he has not yet known as 

he ought to know; 3but if anyone loves God, he is known by Him. 4Therefore concerning the eating 

of things sacrificed to idols, we know that there is no such thing as an idol in the world, and that 

there is no God but one. 5For even if there are so-called gods whether in heaven or on earth, as 

indeed there are many gods and many lords, 6yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from 

whom are all things and we exist for Him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and 

we exist through Him. 7However not all men have this knowledge; but some, being accustomed 

to the idol until now, eat food as if it were sacrificed to an idol; and their conscience being weak is 

defiled. 8But food will not commend us to God; we are neither the worse if we do not eat, nor the 

better if we do eat. 9But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling 

block to the weak. 10For if someone sees you, who have knowledge, dining in an idol’s temple, will 

not his conscience, if he is weak, be strengthened to eat things sacrificed to idols? 11For through 

your knowledge he who is weak is ruined, the brother for whose sake Christ died. 12And so, by 

sinning against the brethren and wounding their conscience when it is weak, you sin against 

Christ. 13Therefore, if food causes my brother to stumble, I will never eat meat again, so that I will 

not cause my brother to stumble.
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My observations

vv 1-3

vv 4-6

vv 7-8

vv 9-13

List at least 2 observations per verse and 2 questions per section in the space below.
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1.Why was eating meat creating such a problem within the church (see 8:7 & background info)?

2.How would Paul define a “liberty” (see also 9:4-6, 18)?  

sK
Il

l
This week’s interpretive skill greatly improves our understanding of what a passage meant to 
its original readers - LOOK UP BACKGROUND INFO. You can find very helpful insights by 
looking up confusing names or words in a Bible dictionary (best is The New Bible Dictionary by 
Wood & Marshall, but you can find the older Int’l Standard Bible Dictionary [ISBE] online for 
free at net.bible.org/dictionary.php) or looking up the particular verses you are studying 
in a background commentary (e.g. The IVP Bible Background Commentary by Craig Keener). 
Here is an example from the IVP Commentary on vv 1-13 that should help with questions #1 
and #3:

INTerPreT: What does it mean?

“Meat was offered to idols before being served in temples’ dining halls or being 
used for communal meals ... Palestinian Jewish teachers debated what to do in 
many cases of uncertainty ... The more educated and socially elite .... claimed 
that superior ‘knowledge’ of idols not being real enabled them to eat ... The 
person who associates meat with idols might think that eating it was all right 
even if it meant participating in idolatry, misunderstanding the “strong” 
person’s convictions.”
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3.How do love and knowledge impact the exercise of liberty (see 8:1-6 and romans 14)?

4.What motivated Paul to sacrifice his own rights and liberties (see also 9:19-27)?

5.How do the instructions found in 10:23-31 help the church distinquish between what is permissable 
and what is profitable? 

My summary
In one sentence, use your own words to describe the main point that Paul communicates in this passage.
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looking back at our case study in the beginning of this lesson, how would you now advise 
Kathy and stan in their situations?

Have you ever been in the position of the stronger believer? What were the circumstances? 
How would you respond now to the situation?

Have you ever been in the position of the weaker believer? What were the circumstances? 
How would you respond now to the situation?

o

o

As always, reflect on your own life, list at least five principles, and choose one to 
apply this week. Here is that helpful list of application questions to aid you in the second 
and third steps:

• Is there something to worship or thank God for?

• Is there a promise for me to claim or a truth for me to believe?

• Is there something I am convicted about that I need to change or begin doing?

• Is there something or someone I need to pray for specifically this week?

• Is there any relationship I need to work on?

reflect on your life

sK
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l
aPPly: How does it work?

o
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list principles
List at least five principles from 1 Corinthians 8:1-11:1. (Remember, a principle is simply a fact or command 
stated or implied in the passage that is relevant to your own life.)

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

apply one this week
Circle the one principle above you will seek to apply this week. Now create a plan to apply this principle by 
answering these two questions:

What exactly will you do differently this week to apply this principle to your life? 
be specific.

Whom, other than the lord, will you ask to help you follow through with this application? 

o

o

End your study by returning to the Lord in prayer. Thank Him for what you 
have learned this week, ask Him to help you apply the principle you have 
chosen, and lay before Him the needs of your fellow small group members.Pray
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My notes
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Invest in the Kingdom
1 COrINTHIaNs 9:1-14; 16:1-4
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Allen loved every part of the worship service at his church except 
one – the passing of the plate. “Why do they have to interrupt 
our worship to ask for money when they could just put a box 
in the back? Or better yet, why not just trust God to provide 
rather than looking like a business trying to make a sale!” At the 
heart of Allen’s frustration was the vivid memory of his elderly 
grandmother naively giving her savings to a televangelist who 
promised healing, yet ended up in jail on charges of fraud. Was 
his church really any different, or was this just a more covert 
attempt to turn a profit?  

Have you ever felt like allen does about a church “passing the plate”? Why do we often feel 
uncomfortable about the subject of money in church?

What distinguishes the corrupt financial practices of certain televangelists from most churches’ 
legitimate requests for financial offerings? 

o

o

Why does this matter?

Memorize
1 Corinthians 9:11-12 | Write it out to get your memorization started.

Begin this time in prayer, confessing any sins you know of, 
thanking the Lord for the gift of His Word, and asking for His 
Spirit to guide your study.Pray
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1 Corinthians 9:1-14; 16:1-4

Read this entire passage, and as you do, write down any key themes or big ideas you see.  What title 
would you give to this section of 1 Corinthians?

look at the whole passage

Focus on One Key section: 1 Corinthians 9:7-14
Read the passage, underlining the verbs and circling the key words. As always, write down 
your observations in the boxes that follow, and write at least eight interpretive questions in 
the margins. This week, we want to begin to BOx CONNECTING WORDS. We will learn eight 
types of connecting words in the next few weeks; here are the first two:

COMPARISON: either points out similarities between two or more related ideas, or simply 
joins like ideas. Comparison words include: and, like, as, just as, also, so also, even so 
(e.g. “LIKE a wise master builder I laid a foundation” 3:10).    

CONTRAST: points out dissimilarities between ideas. Contrast words include: but, 
rather, yet, however (e.g. “Jews ask for signs ... BUT we preach Christ crucified” 2:22-
23).

My Themes

My Title

sK
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Observe: What do I see?
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1 Corinthians 9:7-14

7Who at any time serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard and does 

not eat the fruit of it? Or who tends a flock and does not use the milk of the flock? 8I am not 

speaking these things according to human judgment, am I? Or does not the Law also say these 

things? 9For it is written in the Law of Moses, “YOU SHALL NOT MUZZLE THE OX WHILE 

HE IS THRESHING.” God is not concerned about oxen, is He? 10Or is He speaking altogether 

for our sake? Yes, for our sake it was written, because the plowman ought to plow in hope, and 

the thresher to thresh in hope of sharing the crops. 11If we sowed spiritual things in you, is it 

too much if we reap material things from you? 12If others share the right over you, do we not 

more? Nevertheless, we did not use this right, but we endure all things so that we will cause no 

hindrance to the gospel of Christ. 13Do you not know that those who perform sacred services 

eat the food of the temple, and those who attend regularly to the altar have their share from the 

altar? 14So also the Lord directed those who proclaim the gospel to get their living from the gospel. 
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My observations

vv 7-8

vv 9-10

vv 11-12

vv 13-14

List at least 2 observations per verse and 2 questions per section in the space below.
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INTerPreT: What does it mean?

1.according to 9:15-27, why does Paul lay aside his personal rights and freedoms? How does this 
reasoning connect chapter 9 to chapter 8?

2.according to Genesis 14:18-20; Numbers 18:20-21, 31; Nehemiah 13:10-12; luke 10:1-7; 1 Timothy 
5:17-18 …

 ... what is the basis/reasoning for God’s servants to “get their living from the gospel”?

  ... what kind of standard of living should God’s servants receive “from the gospel”? 

How do we answer difficult interpretive questions when more than one option seems possible? 
This requires two skills, the first of which is... LIST ALL THE OPTIONS WITH PROS AND 
CONS. Always start by brainstorming, listing every possible answer to your question. Be open-
minded and creative, and do not rush this process. You will often find that your third option 
proves better than your first. Once you have created a list of possible options, list both pros 
and cons for each one. You are looking for all the evidence you can find that either argues for 
or against a particular option. This evidence comes from your study of key words, the grammar 
of the sentence, the context of surrounding verses and the book as a whole, cross references 
to other books, and comparison with your overall understanding of Christian theology. Once 
you have thought about it for a while individually, feel free to talk with others and to check 
commentaries or references to see if you have missed any options (However, do not just assume 
that their favorite option is necessarily correct!).
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3.according to 16:1-4; 2 Corinthians 9:6-12; Mark 12:41-44; and Philippians 4:16-17 ...

... what kind of attitude should we have in giving? 

... what principles determine how we give?

... what are the rewards of giving faithfully to the lord’s work?

4.If we give to God’s work, will God necessarily bless us with abundant finances (see Galatians 
6:6-8)? Why or why not?

My summary
In one sentence, use your own words to describe the main point that Paul communicates in this passage.
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As always, reflect on your own life, list at least five principles, and choose one to 
apply this week. Here is that helpful list of application questions to aid you in the second 
and third steps:

• Is there something to worship or thank God for?

• Is there a promise for me to claim or a truth for me to believe?

• Is there something I am convicted about that I need to change or begin doing?

• Is there something or someone I need to pray for specifically this week?

• Is there any relationship I need to work on?

If someone only looked at your bank account and credit card statements, what would 
they assume your priorities in life are?

What financial sacrifices can you make for the furthering of the gospel? 

If you do give money to church or other ministry, why do you actually do so?  What 
motivates you? 

o

o

reflect on your life
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aPPly: How does it work?

o
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list principles
List at least five principles from 1 Corinthians 9:1-14. (Remember, a principle is simply a fact or command 
stated or implied in the passage that is relevant to your own life.)

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

apply one this week
Circle the one principle above you will seek to apply this week. Now create a plan to apply this principle by 
answering these two questions:

What exactly will you do differently this week to apply this principle to your life? 
be specific.

Whom, other than the lord, will you ask to help you follow through with this application? 

o

o

End your study by returning to the Lord in prayer. Thank Him for what you 
have learned this week, ask Him to help you apply the principle you have 
chosen, and lay before Him the needs of your fellow small group members.Pray
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My notes
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Worship with Distinction
1 COrINTHIaNs 11:2-34; 14:34-36
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4.0 in business; one of the most sought-after specialists at her consulting firm; accepted to a prestigious 
MBA program starting next year; Jennifer is truly an amazingly capable young woman. Not surprisingly, 
she’s already been tapped for future leadership by her employers. 
And it’s exactly this secular opportunity that most frustrates her 
about her church. She passionately asks her small group, “Why 
are so many high-level leadership roles opening to women in our 
society while this church stubbornly refuses to let women be 
considered for top leadership? Would we really not let a woman 
who is qualified to be the CEO of a multi-million dollar company 
serve as an elder or pastor? If God has gifted her for leadership, 
doesn’t that imply He wants her to lead? If we really believe men 
and women are equally valued in God’s eyes, then why don’t we 
ladies have the same opportunities to lead as the men down the 
hall? How is this any different than the pig-headed sexism that kept women like me from the business 
world for decades?!!”

Put yourself in Jennifer’s shoes. What aspects of her view do you agree with? What do you 
disagree with and why?

o

Why does this matter?

Memorize
1 Corinthians 11:11 | Write it out to get your memorization started.

Begin this time in prayer, confessing any sins you know of, 
thanking the Lord for the gift of His Word, and asking for His 
Spirit to guide your study.Pray
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1 Corinthians 11:2-34; 14:34-36

Read this entire passage, and as you do, write down any key themes or big ideas you see.  What title 
would you give to this section of 1 Corinthians?

look at the whole passage

Focus on One Key section: 1 Corinthians 11:2-16
Follow the same “Observe” directions from last week. Here are three more types of 
CONNECTING WORDS to box:

PURPOSE: indicates the intended goal of an idea or action, whether or not it was realized. 
Purpose words include: that, so that, in order that (e.g. “I have made myself a slave to all 
THAT I might win the more” 9:19).

RESULT: very similar to “purpose,” but indicates the actual consequence, whether or not it 
was intended. Result words include: that, so that, as a result, with the result that (e.g. “I 
baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius SO THAT no one would say ...” 1:14-15).

CAUSE: expresses the basis or cause of an action. Cause words include: because, since and 
sometimes for (e.g. “I praise you BECAUSE you remember me in everything” 11:2). 

My Themes

My Title
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Observe: What do I see?
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1 Corinthians 11:2-16

2Now I praise you because you remember me in everything and hold firmly to the traditions, 

just as I delivered them to you. 3But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of every 

man, and the man is the head of a woman, and God is the head of Christ. 4Every man who has 

something on his head while praying or prophesying disgraces his head. 5But every woman 

who has her head uncovered while praying or prophesying disgraces her head, for she is one 

and the same as the woman whose head is shaved. 6For if a woman does not cover her head, let 

her also have her hair cut off; but if it is disgraceful for a woman to have her hair cut off or her 

head shaved, let her cover her head. 7For a man ought not to have his head covered, since he is 

the image and glory of God; but the woman is the glory of man. 8For man does not originate 

from woman, but woman from man; 9for indeed man was not created for the woman’s sake, but 

woman for the man’s sake. 10Therefore the woman ought to have a symbol of authority on her 

head, because of the angels. 11However, in the Lord, neither is woman independent of man, nor 

is man independent of woman. 12For as the woman originates from the man, so also the man 

has his birth through the woman; and all things originate from God. 13Judge for yourselves: is it 

proper for a woman to pray to God with her head uncovered? 14Does not even nature itself teach 

you that if a man has long hair, it is a dishonor to him, 15but if a woman has long hair, it is a glory 

to her? For her hair is given to her for a covering. 16But if one is inclined to be contentious, we 

have no other practice, nor have the churches of God.
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My observations

vv 2-5

vv 6-9

vv 10-12

vv 13-16

List at least 2 observations per verse and 2 questions per section in the space below.
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1.How does 11:17-34 significantly influence the setting & application of 11:2-16?

2.Paul states that a woman should wear a head covering while publicly praying or prophesying. 
Is this a universal principle (true for all Christian women at all times) or specific to the cultural 
setting of his audience? How would you defend your answer? (Hint: notice Paul’s reasons for his 
command)

3.In what ways are men and women similar but distinct, biblically speaking? list out what you 
learn from the following passages:

 similarities - vv 4-5, 11-12; Genesis 1:26-28; romans 3:23-24; 1 Corinthians 7:2-5; Galatians   
          3:26-29; ephesians 5:21

 

Really tough interpretive questions require two skills. We practiced the first last week, listing 
all the options with pros and cons. Having done that, we move on to the second skill... CHOOSE 
THE MOST LIKELY OPTION AND DECIDE ON CERTAINTY. Look back at all of your evidence 
for each option. Typically, evidence from the immediate context is most important, followed 
closely by evidence from the book as a whole. Evidence from other books, or from Christian 
theology as a whole, does not carry quite as much weight unless the solution you are looking 
at contradicts a clear passage elsewhere or a major tenant of Christian doctrine. In that case, 
since Scripture never lies and God can not contradict Himself, you know that option is invalid. 
Once you have chosen the best solution, step back for a second and humbly gauge how certain 
you are of its accuracy. (90% = I am very sure this is correct... 60% = this solution is just a bit 
more likely than the others!) Finally, talk with others and check commentaries or reference 
books to see what solutions they have chosen and why. 

INTerPreT: What does it mean?
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 Distinctions – vv 3-10; Genesis 2:20-25; 1 Corinthians 14:34-35; ephesians 5:22-33; 1 Timothy  
   3:12-15; 1 Peter 3:1-7

4.What does the relationship between God the Father and God the son teach us about equality 
and submission in human relationships (see 11:3; 15:24-28)?

5.How do you reconcile Paul’s allowance for women to pray and prophesy in the church (11:5) 
with his command that they “keep silent in the churches” (14:34)? (see also 1 Timothy 2:11-12.)

My summary
In one sentence, use your own words to describe the main point that Paul communicates in this passage.
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As always, reflect on your own life, list at least five principles, and choose one to 
apply this week. Here is that helpful list of application questions to aid you in the second 
and third steps:

• Is there something to worship or thank God for?

• Is there a promise for me to claim or a truth for me to believe?

• Is there something I am convicted about that I need to change or begin doing?

• Is there something or someone I need to pray for specifically this week?

• Is there any relationship I need to work on?

How would you feel if a woman preached this sunday’s sermon at church?  Why would 
you feel this way?

How can you encourage and honor the opposite sex as they serve in the church?

o

o

reflect on your life

sK
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aPPly: How does it work?
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list principles
List at least five principles from 1 Corinthians 11:2-34. (Remember, a principle is simply a fact or command 
stated or implied in the passage that is relevant to your own life.)

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

apply one this week
Circle the one principle above you will seek to apply this week. Now create a plan to apply this principle by 
answering these two questions:

What exactly will you do differently this week to apply this principle to your life? 
be specific.

Whom, other than the lord, will you ask to help you follow through with this application? 

o

o

End your study by returning to the Lord in prayer. Thank Him for what you 
have learned this week, ask Him to help you apply the principle you have 
chosen, and lay before Him the needs of your fellow small group members.Pray
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My notes
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serve the body
1 COrINTHIaNs 12:1-31; 14:1-40
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Peter grew up attending a church in the Northeast that was full of history 
and honored tradition. Now married and living in the South, he attends 
a young, growing church that is strikingly different from his former place 
of worship. While he has finally gotten used to the contemporary music 
and informal atmosphere in this new church, he still is unsettled by how 
frequently the pastor challenges this congregation to step up in service 
and leadership in the church. Each time, Peter wonders, “Why are you 
looking at us? You’re the one with the seminary education. You’re the 
one we pay to do ministry. So why are you challenging us to jump in? 
What do you think we have to offer?” Peter’s former church, like so many 
others, entrusts most aspects of ministry to the paid pastors and staff. 
And as a result, Peter believes that ministry is a job for the spiritual elite, 
a job that a regular guy, like him, has no business attempting.

Do you agree with Peter’s assessment? Why or why not?

What leads churches to entrust most, if not all, of their ministries to a few pastors rather than to 
the congregation as a whole?

o

o

Why does this matter?

Memorize
1 Corinthians 12: 4, 7 | Write it out to get your memorization started.

Begin this time in prayer, confessing any sins you know of, 
thanking the Lord for the gift of His Word, and asking for His 
Spirit to guide your study.Pray
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1 Corinthians 12:1-31; 14:1-40

Read this entire passage, and as you do, write down any key themes or big ideas you see.  What title 
would you give to this section of 1 Corinthians?

look at the whole passage

Focus on One Key section: 1 Corinthians 12:4-13
Follow the same “Observe” directions from last week. Here are three more types of 
CONNECTING WORDS to box:

EXPLANATION: what follows further explains the previous idea, giving reasons why it is true, 
or why it occurred, or simply adding additional information. Look for the key word for (e.g. 
“FOR by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body” 12:13).

INFERENCE: provides a logical consequence, a conclusion, or a summary to the previous 
discussion. Inference words include: therefore, for this reason (e.g. “FOR THIS REASON I 
have sent to you Timothy” 4:17). 

CONDITION: presents a condition that must occur before a certain action or conclusion can 
occur. The statement may or may not reflect reality (i.e. it could be hypothetical). Key word is if 
(e.g. “IF any man’s work ... remains, he will receive a reward” 3:14).

My Themes

My Title
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Observe: What do I see?
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1 Corinthians 12:4-13

4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5And there are varieties of ministries, and the 

same Lord. 6There are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons. 7But 

to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8For to one is given the 

word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge according to the same 

Spirit; 9to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10and 

to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing 

of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues. 11But 

one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills. 

12For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, though 

they are many, are one body, so also is Christ. 13For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one 

body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.
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My observations

vv 4-6

vv 7-8

vv 9-11

vv 12-13

List at least 2 observations per verse and 2 questions per section in the space below.
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For the next few weeks, we will learn three fundamental PRINCIPLES OF INTERPRETATION 
that help us to use our interpretive skills accurately. Principle #1 - Your goal is to discern 
the author’s intended meaning to the original audience. Unfortunately, most people 
begin their Bible study by asking, “What does this passage mean to me?” While there may 
be multiple possible applications to my life, there is only one meaning, the author’s intended 
meaning; and we must first seek this out. This involves three important steps: 
1. Always start your study with prayer, asking the same God who composed Scripture 

through these ancient authors to give you insight to understand His intended meaning. 
2. Be very careful to avoid reading your 21st century circumstances and theological 

issues into the text as they will skew your understanding.
3. Work diligently to see the text from the point of view of the original readers. To 

do this: [a] dig into the historical and cultural background using Bible dictionaries and 
commentaries, and [b] spend a few moments thinking about the original audience’s 
religious understanding by asking - What books of the Bible did they have access to? What 
did they know about God? about Jesus? about salvation? etc.
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1.What big idea(s) unites all of chapters 11-14? How does chapter 12 fit into that discussion? 
How does chapter 14 fit into that discussion?  

2.referring also to romans 12:4-8 and ephesians 4:11-16 ...

... list all of the spiritual gifts mentioned in these three passages.

... for what purpose does God give spiritual gifts?

... does everyone have a gift? Why is this question significant?

sK
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INTerPreT: What does it mean?
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3.according to 12:14-30, why does God distribute these gifts as He does? What does this teach 
us about the nature of the church community?

4.Using 14:1-40, describe the proper use of tongues and prophesy in the church. What 
purposes do these two gifts serve in the church?

5.We seem to witness healing, tongues, and prophesy much less frequenlty in the 
american church today compared to the 1st century church. Why is this? How would you 
defend your answer biblically?

My summary
In one sentence, use your own words to describe the main point that Paul communicates in this passage.
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Do you know what spiritual gifts the lord has given you?  

are you using your spiritual gifts to build up the body of Christ?  If so, how?  If not, why? 

Do you feel personally qualified to serve in ministry?  Why or why not?

o

o

As always, reflect on your own life, list at least five principles, and choose one to 
apply this week. Here is that helpful list of application questions to aid you in the second 
and third steps:

• Is there something to worship or thank God for?

• Is there a promise for me to claim or a truth for me to believe?

• Is there something I am convicted about that I need to change or begin doing?

• Is there something or someone I need to pray for specifically this week?

• Is there any relationship I need to work on?

reflect on your life
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aPPly: How does it work?

o
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list principles
List at least five principles from 1 Corinthians 12 and 14. (Remember, a principle is simply a fact or 
command stated or implied in the passage that is relevant to your own life.)

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

apply one this week
Circle the one principle above you will seek to apply this week. Now create a plan to apply this principle by 
answering these two questions:

What exactly will you do differently this week to apply this principle to your life? 
be specific.

Whom, other than the lord, will you ask to help you follow through with this application? 

o

o

End your study by returning to the Lord in prayer. Thank Him for what you 
have learned this week, ask Him to help you apply the principle you have 
chosen, and lay before Him the needs of your fellow small group members.Pray
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My notes
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embrace the love
1 COrINTHIaNs 13:1-13
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Life is not easy for Esther these days. At eighty-eight years old, most of her friends have passed away, 
including her loving husband just last Fall. Her two children still love and care for her, but demanding jobs 
often keep them far from their mother’s side. With her loneliness only 
increasing, Esther crossed the street to visit your church just last week. 
At the door she was given a fancy bulletin listing numerous programs 
and events coming up in the next month. Once inside, she observed a 
fl urry of activity in the foyer as people greeted others they knew and as 
parents rushed to drop off  children in the well-staff ed nursery. Worship 
was certainly inspiring to witness with a full band playing what Esther 
thought must be the fastest and loudest version of “Amazing Grace” 
she’d ever heard. And the pastor did an excellent job explaining a tough 
passage in James. But then, as the service ended, Esther slowly left to 
return home as lonely as ever, having attended your church without 
having a single conversation or meeting a single new friend.

How would you rate our church in light of the above case study? Do we reach out to new 
people in love?

o

Why does this matter?

Memorize
1 Corinthians 13:2| Write it out to get your memorization started.

Begin this time in prayer, confessing any sins you know of, 
thanking the Lord for the gift of His Word, and asking for His 
Spirit to guide your study.Pray
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1 Corinthians 13:1-13

Read this entire passage, and as you do, write down any key themes or big ideas you see.  What title 
would you give to this section of 1 Corinthians?

look at the whole passage

Focus on One Key section: 1 Corinthians 13:4-13
As in previous weeks, read the passage, underlining the verbs, circling the key words, and boxing 
any connecting words. Then write your observations in the boxes that follow, and write at least 
eight interpretive questions in the margins. This week, we also want to begin to HIGHLIGHT 
REPEATED WORDS OR PHRASES, such as “love” throughout this passage. Also, include 
words and phrases that are closely related, even if not exact duplicates (such as “knowledge” 
and “know”). You will also want to highlight things that are repeated from previous passages 
(such as “now concerning” found in 7:1,25; 8:1; 12:1; 16:1). 
 
Why do this? Whenever an author repeats something, it is usually important to his argument 
or provides significant clues to understanding his flow of thought. For example, notice how Paul 
uses the phrase “now concerning” throughout 1 Corinthians to introduce a new and significant 
subject. This repeated phrase helps us see the overall structure of the book.

My Themes

My Title
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Observe: What do I see?
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1 Corinthians 13:4-13

4Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, 5does not 

act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong 

suffered, 6does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; 7bears all things, believes 

all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8Love never fails; but if there are gifts of prophecy, 

they will be done away; if there are tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done 

away. 9For we know in part and we prophesy in part; 10but when the perfect comes, the partial will 

be done away. 11When I was a child, I used to speak like a child, think like a child, reason like a child; 

when I became a man, I did away with childish things. 12For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then 

face to face; now I know in part, but then I will know fully just as I also have been fully known. 

13But now faith, hope, love, abide these three; but the greatest of these is love.
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My observations

vv 4-5

vv 6-7

vv 8-10

vv 11-13

List at least 2 observations per verse and 2 questions per section in the space below.
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1.How does this section relate to the preceding discussion of spiritual gifts in chapter 12 
and the following discussion of tongues in chapter 14?

2.Why is love more valuable in God’s eyes than spiritual gifts and even faith and hope 
(see also Matthew 22:34-40; John 13:34-35)?
 

This week we will learn our second of three PRINCIPLES OF INTERPRETATION. Principle 
#2 - Assume a “normal” use of language. The Bible was given to us because God desired 
to communicate with us, not to hide Himself from us. Therefore, we should not be looking for 
“hidden” meanings as we study. Instead, we should use the “normal” techniques we would use 
to understand any piece of literature:

1. Study the grammar. Yes, most of us hated grammar in junior high, but it really is helpful 
for understanding Scripture! So pay attention to nouns, verbs, adjectives, and prepositions. 
Think through any figures of speech. Observe how phrases and clauses are connected into 
sentences and how sentences are linked together into paragraphs.

2. Remember that chapters came later. When Paul wrote Corinthians or Luke wrote the 
book of Acts, they wrote single, unified stories without verse or chapter divisions. These 
books were meant to be read just like you would read a letter or a novel. So always keep the 
overall story in mind as you study each passage.

INTerPreT: What does it mean?
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3.list out the characteristics of love in this passage. Group them by any categories that 
you see.

4.In what relational contexts are we obligated to love this way? Whom are we obligated to love 
this way (see also luke 10:29-37)?

5.What is Paul’s point in vv 9-12? How does this section fit into the rest of the chapter? 

My summary
In one sentence, use your own words to describe the main point that Paul communicates in this passage.
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How does the bible’s description of love differ from our culture’s portrayal of love as defined 
on television and movies?

What things other than love do believers typically view as evidence of Christian maturity?  
In your opinion, where does love fit on this list? 

Which characteristic of biblical love listed in vv 4-7 is typically the most difficult for you?  
Why?

o

o

As always, reflect on your own life, list at least five principles, and choose one to 
apply this week. Here is that helpful list of application questions to aid you in the second 
and third steps:

• Is there something to worship or thank God for?

• Is there a promise for me to claim or a truth for me to believe?

• Is there something I am convicted about that I need to change or begin doing?

• Is there something or someone I need to pray for specifically this week?

• Is there any relationship I need to work on?

reflect on your life

sK
Il

l
aPPly: How does it work?

o
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list principles
List at least five principles from 1 Corinthians 13:1-13. (Remember, a principle is simply a fact or command 
stated or implied in the passage that is relevant to your own life.)

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

apply one this week
Circle the one principle above you will seek to apply this week. Now create a plan to apply this principle by 
answering these two questions:

What exactly will you do differently this week to apply this principle to your life? 
be specific.

Whom, other than the lord, will you ask to help you follow through with this application? 

o

o

End your study by returning to the Lord in prayer. Thank Him for what you 
have learned this week, ask Him to help you apply the principle you have 
chosen, and lay before Him the needs of your fellow small group members.Pray
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My notes
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live with Hope
1 COrINTHIaNs 15:1-58
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After yet another exhausting day of deadlines and unending 
projects at work, Derek returned home to his usual TV dinner 
and newscast. Th ree years into this fi rst post-college job and 
his body already ached every night from hours in front of a 
computer. Derek had hoped to feel much better than this only 
a month after his vacation. Yet tonight, with his next vacation 
still eight months away, he was overwhelmed with a sense 
of hopelessness and futility, a feeling that was certainly not 
helped by the stories of war fatalities, unsolved crimes, and 
corruption that dominated the evening news. As he eventually 
fell asleep, Derek realized that a new day would bring only 
more of the same!

are there any aspects of Derek’s experience that you can relate to? 

In what ways do average americans like Derek cope with feelings of hopelessness and 
futility?

o

Why does this matter?

Memorize
1 Corinthians 15:3-4| Write it out to get your memorization started.

Begin this time in prayer, confessing any sins you know of, 
thanking the Lord for the gift of His Word, and asking for His 
Spirit to guide your study.Pray

o
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1 Corinthians 15:1-58

Read this entire passage, and as you do, write down any key themes or big ideas you see.  What title 
would you give to this section of 1 Corinthians?

look at the whole passage

Focus on One Key section: 1 Corinthians 15:1-5, 20-28

We have no new observation skills this week. As in previous weeks, read the passage, underlining 
the verbs, circling the key words, boxing any connecting words, and highlighting repeated 
words or phrases. Then write your observations in the boxes that follow, and write interpretive 
questions in the margins. 
 
Now that you have practiced all the basic skills, feel free to add your own techniques. Some 
people prefer to work on a computer. Others like to use colored highlighters or pencils to 
mark verbs, key words, and connecting words. Many find it helpful to add arrows connecting 
related ideas or symbols to highlight important names (such as a cross any place that Jesus is 
mentioned).

My Themes

My Title
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Observe: What do I see?
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1 Corinthians 15:1-5, 20-28

1Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received, 

in which also you stand, 2by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to 

you, unless you believed in vain. 3For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, 

that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4and that He was buried, and that He was 

raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the 

twelve.

20But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep. 21For since 

by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead. 22For as in Adam all die, so 

also in Christ all will be made alive. 23But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that 

those who are Christ’s at His coming, 24then comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to 

the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power. 25For He must 

reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet. 26The last enemy that will be abolished is 

death. 27For HE HAS PUT ALL THINGS IN SUBJECTION UNDER HIS FEET. But when He says, 

“All things are put in subjection,” it is evident that He is excepted who put all things in subjection 

to Him. 28When all things are subjected to Him, then the Son Himself also will be subjected to the 

One who subjected all things to Him, so that God may be all in all.

110 / lessON 10



My observations

vv 1-2

vv 3-5

vv 20-22

vv 23-26

List at least 2 observations per verse and 2 questions per section in the space below.

vv 27-28
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1.How does 15:1-58 relate to the preceeding chapters?

2.according to this passage, what are the core elements of the gospel as Paul taught it? 

This week we will learn our last of three PRINCIPLES OF INTERPRETATION. Principle 
#3 - Let Scripture interpret Scripture. Since God is unchangingly truthful and always 
consistent (Jn 17:17; Heb 3:6; James 1:17), we can, and should, expect the same of His Word. 
This has two practical applications:

1. Check your conclusions. Always compare your conclusions with the teachings of Scripture 
as a whole. If you find that your interpretation of a passage contradicts the clear teaching 
of Scripture elsewhere, you probably need to revise your conclusions. 

2. Allow clear passages to illuminate ambiguous passages. Whenever you encounter a 
passage that is confusing or open to multiple possible interpretations, use clearer passages 
of Scripture to guide you to the correct interpretation. 

One last caution - remember that God revealed Scripture progressively, not all at once. 
Therefore, we should not be surprised by differences between how people related to and 
understood God at different times in the history of Scripture. For example, while Abraham 
needed only believe that God was faithful in order to be justified (Gen 15:6), in the NT era, we 
must believe in the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus to be saved (1 Cor 15:1-7).

INTerPreT: What does it mean?
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3.How will our existence be different in our resurrection bodies compared to our current bodies 
(see also 15:42-43, 51-57; Philippians 3:20-21; and luke 24:39-43)?

4.according to 15:12-19, why is the resurrection so essential to the Christian faith? What arguments 
does Paul provide for the validity of the resurrection of Jesus Christ?

5.How does Paul depict the culmination of all of human history in this passage? What events will 
transpire? 

My summary
In one sentence, use your own words to describe the main point that Paul communicates in this passage.
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How does the promise of a physical resurrection give hope to a person who is currently 
suffering or sick?

How might your knowledge of God’s eventual climax of human history change your 
present priorities in this life?

o

o

As always, reflect on your own life, list at least five principles, and choose one to 
apply this week. Here is that helpful list of application questions to aid you in the second 
and third steps:

• Is there something to worship or thank God for?

• Is there a promise for me to claim or a truth for me to believe?

• Is there something I am convicted about that I need to change or begin doing?

• Is there something or someone I need to pray for specifically this week?

• Is there any relationship I need to work on?

reflect on your life
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aPPly: How does it work?
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list principles
List at least five principles from 1 Corinthians 15. (Remember, a principle is simply a fact or command 
stated or implied in the passage that is relevant to your own life.)

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

apply one this week
Circle the one principle above you will seek to apply this week. Now create a plan to apply this principle by 
answering these two questions:

What exactly will you do differently this week to apply this principle to your life? 
be specific.

Whom, other than the lord, will you ask to help you follow through with this application? 

o

o

End your study by returning to the Lord in prayer. Thank Him for what you 
have learned this week, ask Him to help you apply the principle you have 
chosen, and lay before Him the needs of your fellow small group members.Pray
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Put it back Together
1 COrINTHIaNs syNTHesIs
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In the case study of lesson one, we examined a medical scenario that serves as a metaphor for the  serious 
issues facing the Corinthian church. In both cases, failure to follow wise advice led to deadly problems that 
could have been prevented. 

Looking back at the wise counsel of 1 Corinthians, how would you describe a truly healthy church? What 
values would the church family live by? What key beliefs would they never compromise on? What activities 
or ministries would they make sure to practice on a continual basis? Overall, what adjectives would describe 
a truly healthy church based on the guidance of 1 Corinthians?

Why does this matter?

Begin this time in prayer, confessing any sins you know of, 
thanking the Lord for the gift of His Word, and asking for His 
Spirit to guide your study.Pray

Review your memory verses for each of the previous lessons.

Memorize • 1:21
• 1:10
• 5:11
• 6:19-20

• 8:9
• 9:11-12
• 11:11
• 12:4,7

• 13:2
• 15:3-4

values:

Key beliefs:

Key activities/Ministries:

Overall Description:

o

o

o

o

118 / lessON 11



sK
Il

l

During the past ten lessons, we have observed, interpreted, and applied much of 1 Corinthians. 
Th at is no small task! Now it is time to draw our detailed study to a useful conclusion, a process 
known as synthesis. Our goal is to create an overall summary of the book of 1 Corinthians 
that we can quickly review any time in the future to remind us of the fl ow and content of the 
book.

But fi rst, please realize how much we have developed as students of the Word during this 
study! Th ough you have focused on 1 Corinthians, you have actually learned and practiced 
a method of Bible study that will help you understand and apply to your life any passage of 
Scripture! Observe, interpret, and apply. Th ese are the three fundamental steps of all Bible 
study, and they will serve you well for a lifetime. As we draw 1 Corinthians to a close, please 
continue to practice and refi ne these skills so that you will be, “a workman who does not need 
to be ashamed, accurately handling the Word of truth.”

syNTHesIs: How does it all fi t together?

Outline the book
Th e fi rst step of this synthesis is to CREATE YOUR OWN OUTLINE OF THE BOOK. Review the work you 
completed each week, especially the summary sentences you have written for each passage in the “My 
Summary” section. Th en, create your own brief outline on the next page. Feel free to use any outlining 
style, but here is an example of how you might start:

1. Greetings from Paul to the saints in Corinth (1:1-9)

2. Divisions in the Church (1:10-4:21)

a. Th e Case of Divisions (1:10-17)

b. Th e Causes of Divisions (1:18-4:5)

i. Misunderstanding of the Message (1:18-2:16)

ii. Misunderstanding of the Ministry (3:1-4:5)

c. Th e Cure of Divisions (4:6-21)

observe applyinterpret
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My 1 Corinthians outline
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The second step of this synthesis is to RECORD WHAT YOU LEARNED OR WERE REMINDED 
OF. This is more personal than your outline. Create a list of the theological truths and life 
lessons you have either learned for the first time or been reminded of from your study of 1 
Corinthians. As an example of a theological truth, you might write:

I was taught that it is only with the Holy spirit’s help that people can understand 
divine truth (2:11-13).

An example of a life lesson would be:

This book reminded me that I need to be willing to sacrifice my rights and 
legitimate freedoms if needed for the good of other believers (8:4-13).

List at least ten theological truths on this page and ten life lessons on the next page that 
you learned from your study of 1 Corinthians, and record the specific verses where each is 
addressed.
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syNTHesIs: How does it all fit together?

Theological truths I’ve learned

life lessons I’ve learned
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syNTHesIs: How does it all fit together?

Principle from 1 Corinthians:

Verses where it is discussed:

Plan of Action:  I	will...

application #1

The final step of this synthesis is to PRAYERFULLY CHOOSE TWO APPLICATIONS TO 
PRACTICE. These can be applications that you developed and began to practice during previous 
lessons, or you can create entirely new applications. Whatever your choice, two things must be 
true about them: 

1. Both applications should touch on areas of your life where you are currently in need 
of growth. Do not choose “be kind to others” if this is already something you do very well.

2. Both should be specific with a clear plan for growth and the name of someone who will hold 
you accountable. “Study the Word more” is not sufficiently detailed. Instead, develop a specific 
plan such as “I will read through Romans this next month and write down my observations, 
interpretive questions, and applications in a journal.  Steve will hold me accountable weekly.”

application #2

Principle from 1 Corinthians:

Verses where it is discussed:

Plan of Action:  I	will...
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End your study by returning to the Lord in prayer. Thank Him for what you 
have learned this week, ask Him to help you apply the principle you have 
chosen, and lay before Him the needs of your fellow small group members.Pray

My notes
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Appendix
1.	 Principles	of	Interpretation	-	p126
2.	 Creating	Lists	-	p127
3.	 Discipleship	Resources	-	p128

125



A
P

P
E

N
D

IX

1) Principles of Interpretation

Principle #1 - Your goal is to discern the author’s intended meaning to the original audience. 
Unfortunately, most people begin their Bible study by asking, “What does this passage mean to me?” 
While there may be multiple possible applications to my life, there is only one meaning, the author’s 
intended meaning; and we must first seek this out. This involves three important steps: 

1. Always start your study with prayer, asking the same God who composed Scripture through 
these ancient authors to give you insight to understand His intended meaning. 

2. Be very careful to avoid reading your 21st century circumstances and theological issues into 
the text as they will skew your understanding.

3. Work diligently to see the text from the point of view of the original readers. To do this: [a] 
dig into the historical and cultural background using Bible dictionaries and commentaries, and [b] 
spend a few moments thinking about the original audience’s religious understanding by asking - 
What books of the Bible did they have access to? What did they know about God? about Jesus? 
about salvation? etc.

Principle #2 - Assume a “normal” use of language. The Bible was given to us because God desired 
to communicate with us, not to hide Himself from us. Therefore, we should not be looking for “hidden” 
meanings as we study. Instead, we should use the “normal” techniques we would use to understand any 
piece of literature:

1. Study the grammar. Yes, most of us hated grammar in junior high, but it really is helpful for 
understanding Scripture! Pay attention to nouns, verbs, adjectives, and prepositions. Think through 
any figures of speech. Observe how phrases and clauses are connected into sentences and how 
sentences are linked together into paragraphs.

2. Remember that chapters came later. When Paul wrote Corinthians or Luke wrote the book of 
Acts, they wrote single, unified stories without verse or chapter divisions. These books were meant 
to be read just like you would read a letter or a novel. Always keep the overall story in mind as you 
study each passage.

Principle #3 - Let Scripture interpret Scripture. Since God is unchangingly truthful and always 
consistent (John 17:17; Hebrews 3:6; James 1:17), we can, and should, expect the same of His Word. 
This has two practical applications:

1. Check your conclusions. Always compare your conclusions with the teachings of Scripture as a 
whole. If you find that your interpretation of a passage contradicts the clear teaching of Scripture 
elsewhere, you probably need to revise your conclusions. 

2. Allow clear passages to illuminate ambiguous passages. Whenever you encounter a passage that 
is confusing or open to multiple possible interpretations, use clearer passages of Scripture to guide 
you to the correct interpretation. 

One last caution - remember that God revealed Scripture progressively, not all at once. Therefore, we 
should not be surprised by differences between how people related to and understood God at different 
times in the history of Scripture. For example, while Abraham needed only believe that God was faithful 
in order to be justified (Genesis 15:6), in the NT era, we must believe in Jesus’ death, burial, and 
resurrection to be saved (1 Corinthians 15:1-7).
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2) bonus skill: Creating lists

This skill involves identifying a key word, subject, person, place, or event in the passage and then listing 
every fact given about that word. For example, if you made a list on “God” from 2 Timothy 1, it might 
look like this:

 God...
1. made Paul an apostle by His will (v1).
2. gives grace, mercy and peace (v2).
3. is the Father (v2).
4. is thanked and served (v3).
5. gives gifts (v6).
6. doesn’t give spirit of timidity (v7).
7. gives spirit of power, love, and sound mind (v7).
8. gives power for suffering (v9).
9. saved us (v9).
10. called us (v9).

As you read this list, what jumps out at you? Perhaps you see that “God gives” is mentioned five times 
in this list. What a gracious and loving God we serve! You have discovered one of the characteristics of 
God: His generous grace toward men. By creating these lists, you will begin to see patterns of truth that 
you will want to study further. For example, this list about God may lead you to do a word study on give 
or find all the other references in Paul’s epistles to God’s giving nature. Furthermore, this list can now 
be used for meditation, to praise and worship God, to encourage others, and to proclaim the character 
of God to the lost.

One word of caution about lists, however. Just because you are able to create a list centered on a key 
word, such as “God” in 2 Timothy 1, does not mean that Paul’s main point in the passage is to talk about 
that key word. Paul’s emphasis in 2 Timothy 1, in fact, is not to discuss attributes about God; it is to 
encourage Timothy to press on in the ministry of the gospel. Make sure that before you create any lists, 
you complete the initial processes of observation: list themes, mark up the text, and record your most 
significant observations. However, after these initial tasks, creating lists is a great way to deepen your 
study of a passage!
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3) Discipleship resources

One of the predominant themes throughout the book of 1 Corinthians is Paul’s desire to present every 
man complete in Christ. It is important that we know the truth of the Bible and that our lives would 
more and more begin to reflect Jesus Christ. Spiritual growth clearly involves study of God’s word, but 
it also involves transformation of our character and life. This process is often called “discipleship” and 
refers to an intentional relationship between a mature believer and a younger believer where the former 
trains the latter towards the goal of spiritual maturity. Paul’s discipleship of Timothy (and Titus as well) 
is one of the greatest examples we have of this process in all of Scripture. And like Paul, we too can make 
a lasting impact for God’s kingdom by spiritually reproducing ourselves in the lives of others. 

Going through this Bible study was one of the best steps you could take to prepare you to disciple 
someone else because now you know how to explain and defend key biblical truths like the gospel, 
spiritual leadership, grace, and salvation. Just as important, you have now learned and practiced the 
basic method of Bible study - survey, observe, interpret, apply, synthesize. These are key steps towards 
spiritual maturity that you can now pass on to others!

But where can you go from here to learn more about spiritual multiplication? Here are a few helpful 
resources:

 p The Master Plan of Evangelism by Robert Coleman
This is a highly motivational analysis of Jesus’ own principles of evangelism and 
discipleship.

 p The Lost Art of Disciple Making by Leroy Eims
This very practical resource will give you a detailed structure to follow and great content 
to cover as you begin to disciple a new believer.

 p A Survey of Bible Doctrine by Charles Ryrie 
This is not a book about discipleship. It is, instead, an easy-to-read, relatively short 
systematic theology primer that you can walk a new believer through to ground them 
in the faith.

 p Essentials of the Faith by Grace Bible Church, CS TX
This small group Bible study packet walks a new believer through the fundamental truths 
and practices of the Christian faith in ten self-paced lessons.
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Th ese are just a few of the deadly ailments that jeopardized the survival 

of the church in Corinth and which motivated the apostle Paul to write 

the highly controversial yet timelessly relevant book of 1 Corinthians. 

Yet beyond these problems and controversies, this is fi rst and foremost a 

book designed to convict God’s people of their sin and lead them towards 

maturity in life and faith, so that as a church family they may ever more 

fully glorify the One who called them into His grace.

The Apostle Paul:

Named Saul at birth, Paul was a devout Jew and foremost 
persecutor of the early church until an encounter with 
the risen Jesus altered his life forever. After becoming 
a follower of Jesus, he was divinely appointed as God’s 
Apostle to the Gentiles. In this role, he planted numerous 
churches throughout the Roman empire, carried the gospel 
as far as Spain, and wrote thirteen enduring letters of our 
New Testament. 


