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Introduction
“The book of James is the voice of a great Christian leader whose grasp of the spiritual life and of 
human nature is equal to any in the canon of NT Scripture. The modern Church ignores James’ 
immensely practical admonitions at its own peril.” 

     Zane Hodges, The Epistle of James, page 7.

The 12 lessons in this packet are designed to walk us through this challenging book of the 
Bible. During the first lesson (Survey), we will look at the  overall message of the book of 
James. The next ten lessons will focus on studying key passages in detail. Then, in our last 
lesson (Synthesis), we will summarize what we have learned for future reference.

In studying each passage in detail, we will be learning and using a number of basic Bible 
study methods. These methods fit under three fundamental skills that are meant to be 
practiced in order each week - observe, interpret, and apply. These skills are summa-
rized in a “Quick Reference Guide” that you can flip back through during your study. You 
can find it along with other advanced Bible study skills in the Appendix for those who 
want to go deeper in their study.

As you use this packet to study James please keep in mind a couple of things. There are 
more questions than you may have time to answer in any given lesson. Focus on the ques-
tions that seem most significant to understanding the passage’s meaning. Also, make 
sure that you don’t skip your own observations of the passage as this is the most impor-
tant step of Bible study.
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See the Big Picture
JameS Survey & 1:1
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1. How would you describe James’ audience? are they believers or unbelievers? are 
they spiritually mature or immature? What issues are they facing?

2. What are the major themes or big ideas in this book? (Hint: Look for repeated words 
and ideas.) 

3. Now that you have read through the entire book, what are James’ purposes in 
writing it? Be as specific as you can.

4. What do you notice about the style, language, and structure of this book? What 
other books of Scripture does James remind you of? Why?

Pray
Begin this time in prayer, confessing any sins you know of, 
thanking the Lord for the gift of His Word, and asking for His 
Spirit to guide your study.

Surveying a book like James allows you to grasp the big picture and the overall storyline of the 
book before getting caught up in the details. This survey provides a helpful road map to guide your 
study during the coming weeks. Begin this crucial first step by taking the next thirty minutes to 
read straight through James without stopping. Then, answer the questions below before moving 
on to the next page. 

SK
IL

L

Survey: What is the big idea?
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Few books of the Bible have been more maligned than the little book of James. Martin 
Luther called it a “right strawy epistle.” But on closer inspection, it proves to be a “right 
stirring epistle,” designed to exhort and encourage, to challenge and convict, to rebuke and 
revive, to describe practical holiness, and drive believers toward the goal of a faith that 
works. James is severely ethical and refreshingly practical.

auTHOrSHIP
The author identifies himself as “James,” a name used by at least four men mentioned in 
the NT: (1) the son of Zebedee and brother of John (Mark 1:19), (2) the son of Alphaeus 
(Mark 3:18), (3) the father of Judas (not Iscariot; Luke 6:16), and (4) the half brother 
of the Lord (Galatians 1:19). Upon studying the evidence, the final option seems most 
reasonable. The author is James, the half brother of the Lord, who became the recognized 
leader in the Jerusalem church. This conclusion is supported by the authoritative tone 
of the letter and by the marked similarities in Greek between this epistle and the speech 
by James recorded in Acts 15. Though James was reared in the same home with the Lord 

Background
Once you have completed the introductory questions on the previous page, read this 
background article on the book of James (portions compiled from The Bible Knowledge 
Commentary, The New Bible Commentary, and Notes on James by Thomas Constable).

Jesus, he apparently did not become a believer until after Christ’s resurrection (John 7:5; 1 
Corinthians 15:7). Paul later listed James, Peter, and John as “those reputed to be pillars” 
of the church (Galatians 2:9). Flavius Josephus, first-century historian, records that James 
was martyred in A.D. 62, so the epistle must have been written prior to that date. Since no 
mention is made of the Jerusalem Council (A.D. 49) in which James took so active a role, 
it is likely that the letter was written between A.D. 45 and 48, making James perhaps the 
earliest of the writings of the New Testament. 

reCIPIeNTS
The greeting “to the 12 tribes scattered among the nations” (James 1:1) tells us that this 
letter was written to Jewish Christians of the Diaspora, who had been scattered from 
Palestine and had come to faith in Christ (1:1). Several Jewish references in the book 
support the claim that a Jew wrote it to other Jews (e.g., 1:18; 2:2, 21; 3:6; 5:4, 7). In 
fact, the letter as a whole possesses a marked Jewish flavor. The book has the substance 
and authority of the Prophets and the style and beauty of the Psalms. Considered one 
of the General Epistles, James, like the epistles of Peter, John, and Jude, is an encyclical 
addressed not to individual churches or persons but to a larger sphere of believers. 
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STyLe
The Book of James is as much a lecture as it is a letter. Though it opens with the customary 
salutation of an epistle, it lacks personal references common in a letter and it has no 
concluding benediction. It was obviously prepared for public reading as a sermon to the 
congregations addressed. James included 54 commands in his 108 verses—an average of 
one call for action in every other verse!

The Book of James probably has more figures of speech, analogies, and imagery from nature 
than all Paul’s epistles together. Exhortations, rhetorical questions, and illustrations from 
everyday life give spice to this little book. 

In addition to his unique and innovative style, James furnishes an unusual number of 
references or parallels to other writings. He makes reference to Abraham, Rahab, Job, 
Elijah, to the Law and the Ten Commandments, and includes allusions to passages in 21 
Old Testament books: Genesis through Deuteronomy, Joshua, 1 Kings, Psalms, Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, and 7 of the 12 Minor Prophets. Amazing 
parallelisms exist between James’ letter and the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5-7. 
James did not actually quote the Lord’s words, but he obviously had internalized His 
teachings. No other letter of the NT has as many references to the teaching of Jesus per 
page as does James. 

PurPOSe
The purpose of this powerful letter is to exhort early believers to spiritual maturity 
and holiness of life. James told his readers how to achieve spiritual maturity through 
perseverance in trial, compassionate service to those in need, careful speech with one 
another, and contrite submission to the Lord. He dealt with every area of a Christian’s life: 
what he is, what he does, what he says, what he feels, and what he has.

With his somewhat stern teaching on practical holiness, James showed how Christian faith 
and Christian love should be expressed in a variety of actual situations. The seemingly 
unrelated parts of the book can be harmonized in light of this unified theme. 
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End your study by returning to the Lord in prayer. Thank Him for 
what you have learned this week and lay before Him the needs of 
your fellow small group members.Pray

1:1-12 p

1:13-18 p

1:19-27 p

2:1-13 p

2:14-26 p

3:1-12 p

3:13-4:3 p

4:4-17 p

5:1-12 p

5:13-20 p

my James Outline...

Outline the Book
Having read the background article on the book of James, now skim through James one more time 
and create your own title for each of the major sections below (you can divide these into smaller 
sections, each with its own title, if you wish). Do not use the titles in this packet or in your Bible. 
Create your own titles that capture your understanding of the main idea of each section.
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Leah had never known pain quite like this: intense cramping in her stomach, throbbing in her forehead, 
and worst of all, insatiable burning throughout her legs. How could her body ache so badly only 14 miles 
into this marathon? If it hurt this badly half way through, how bad would it be by the end? Yet while her 
body screamed for her to stop, her will drove her on. Too much was riding on this race. If she could just 
make it to the end she would enjoy the praise of her family and friends out in droves to support her, she 
would raise a whopping $1200 for her favorite charity, and best of 
all, she would finally accomplish one of her great goals in life – to 
run the Boston Marathon. Despite overwhelming fatigue, she kept 
placing one foot in front of the other, ticking off yard after yard, mile 
after mile, battling pain by imagining the ecstasy of finishing this 
grueling race. That vision kept her going over the hills and propelled 
her through the wall at the 20-mile-mark until finally, rounding the 
last bend, the finish-line came into view.

Can you think of other examples where endurance in a trial brings reward?

What trials have you had to endure in life?

endure Trials Through Faith
JameS 1:2-12

rejoice in Trials
JameS 1: 2-12

Why does this matter?

o

o

Pray
Begin this time in prayer, confessing any sins you know of, thanking 
the Lord for the gift of His Word, and asking for His Spirit to guide 
your study.
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James 1: 2-12

2Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 3knowing that the testing of your 

faith produces endurance.  4And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and 

complete, lacking in nothing.  5But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all 

generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.  6But he must ask in faith without any 

doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind.  7For that 

man ought not to expect that he will receive anything from the Lord, 8being a double-minded man, 

unstable in all his ways.  9But the brother of humble circumstances is to glory in his high position; 

10and the rich man is to glory in his humiliation, because like flowering grass he will pass away.  11For 

the sun rises with a scorching wind and withers the grass; and its flower falls off and the beauty of its 

appearance is destroyed; so too the rich man in the midst of his pursuits will fade away.  12Blessed is a 

man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which 

the Lord has promised to those who love Him. 

Observational Questions

1.What key words do you notice in this passage? These are words that are either theologically 
significant or that set the theme or big idea for the passage.
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my Observations

vv 2-4

vv 5-7

vv 8-10

vv 11-12

2.List themes or big ideas you find in each of these sections of this passage:

 1:2-4

 1:5-8

 1:9-11

 1:12

3.James is filled with vivid figurative language, especially metaphors that compare spiritual 
realities to earthly events and objects. What figurative language do you notice in this passage?

List at least 1 observation per verse. See your “Bible Study Cheat Sheet” for instructions.
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INTerPreT: What does it mean?
1.Why would our good God allow us to experience painful trials?

 What reasons does James give in this passage?

 

 What other reasons are given in these cross-references: matthew 5:12; romans 5:3-4;  
 James 5:10-11; 1 Peter 1:6-7?

2.What does James mean by the second use of the word “perfect” in v4 (teleios in Greek)? 
See the following verses where teleios also appears: 1 Corinthians 14:20; ephesians 4:13.

3.James covers several diverse subjects in this passage. What connects the diverse parts 
together? Specifically...

 What is the connection between “wisdom” (v5) and “endurance” (vv2-4)?

 What connects James’ comments to the rich and poor (vv9-11) with his previous words  
 on faith and endurance?
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4.What does it mean to ask God for something “in faith”? What exactly is James challenging 
the person in v6 to believe? Hint: Think about what James means by the opposite idea -- being 
“double-minded.”

5. What does the word “wisdom” mean in Scripture? See 1 Kings 3:9-12, Psalm 111:10, Proverbs 
1:1-7, and James 3:13.

6.What is this “crown” (stephanos in Greek) of life in v12? Will all believers receive it? To answer 
this question, look up the following verses that also use this Greek word: 1 Corinthians 9:25;  
1 Thessalonians 2:19; 1 Peter 5:4; revelation 2:10.
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aPPLy: How does it work?

Why is it so difficult for us to respond to trials with joy?

are you experiencing trials right now? How can you respond in a way that “counts it all joy”?

are there other members in your group, friends, or family that are suffering right now? How 
can you encourage them this week? What can you do specifically to bless them?

o

o

memorize
James 1:2-3 | Write it out to get your memorization started.

End your study by returning to the Lord in prayer. Thank Him for 
what you have learned this week, ask Him to help you apply the 
principle you have chosen, and lay before Him the needs of your 
fellow small group members.

Pray

o
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Why does this matter?
Tom had never been so humiliated in his entire life. Every person in his company watched in silent shock 
as security guards escorted him hurriedly from the building. Yet he had no one but himself to blame. After 
years of faithful, often unrewarded service to his company, Tom had discovered a “full-proof” way to make 

a few extra bucks each month: exaggerate his expense reports. At first 
it was just a few extra miles added to his monthly gas reimbursement, 
resulting in a few extra bucks in his pocket. When that went unnoticed, 
he began to expense business lunches he never actually attended. Still, 
no one called him on it. So he went for the gold: he began to expense out-
of-town trips to visit clients, trips he never actually went on. Since his 
boss and the company accountant never compared notes, no one was any 
the wiser. Or so Tom believed. Unfortunately for him, new accounting 
software flagged these unexpected expenses and Tom’s boss was alerted. 

After calling clients and discovering Tom’s deception, security was called and Tom was not only fired 
but told that prosecution would follow. The company simply couldn’t tolerate the theft of thousands of 
dollars. Not only had Tom’s sin cost him his job, it had cost him his reputation, his financial security, and 
potentially his freedom. How could a little exaggeration turned into this?

Can you think of a time when a seemingly small sin turned into something much 
bigger?

Can you think of examples in your own life where sin or foolishness resulted in 
surprisingly painful consequences?

o

Pray
Begin this time in prayer, confessing any sins you know of, thanking 
the Lord for the gift of His Word, and asking for His Spirit to guide 
your study.

escape Sin’s Deception

JameS 1:13-18

o
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James 1:13-18

13Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted 

by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone.  14But each one is tempted when he is carried 

away and enticed by his own lust.  15Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when 

sin is accomplished, it brings forth death.  16Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren.  17Every 

good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, 

with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow.  18In the exercise of His will He brought 

us forth by the word of truth, so that we would be a kind of first fruits among His creatures. 

Observational Questions

1.What key words do you notice in this passage? These are words that are either theologically 
significant or that set the theme or big idea for the passage. Remember to especially look for 
frequently repeated words.

2.List out everything James says about God in this passage.

16 / LeSSON 3



vv 13-14

v 15

vv 16-17

v 18

3.What human experience does James metaphorically use to describe the progress from 
temptation to death? 

List at least 1 observation per verse. See your “Bible Study Cheat Sheet” for instructions.

my observations
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INTerPreT: What does it mean?
1.How does 1:13-18 relate to 1:2-12?

2.Note that the word “trial” in 1:2,12 is the same basic Greek word translated “tempted” 
in 1:13,14 (noun peirasmos in vv2,12; verb peirazo in vv13,14). So even though “trial” and 
“tempted” seem very different in english, they are actually translations of the same Greek 
word! What does this teach us about the relationship of trials and temptations in our lives? How 
are they similar and how are they different? How can James speak positively of them one 
moment and negatively the next?

3.Why does James stress the fact that God is not the author of temptation? Why should this 
truth matter to us when we encounter temptation?

4.Describe in your own words the chain of events James describes in vv14-15. Have you 
experienced this progression at any point in your own life?
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5.read Proverbs 7 to see an example of this progression at work. What do you learn about 
temptation and sin from Solomon’s observations in this passage?

6.When tempted, especially by desires that feel shameful, many believers are overwhelmed 
by guilt. Is that response valid? are we guilty before God for the sinful desires that come to our 
minds, or are we only guilty if we give in? How should we respond when we begin to feel tempted 
towards sin? See 1 Corinthians 10:13, Galatians 5:16-23, and Philippians 2:12-13.

 

7.What does the word “lust” mean in Scripture (epithumia in Greek)? See the following verses: 
mark 4:19; romans 1:24-25; 7:7-8; Galatians 5:16-21; Philippians 1:23; Titus 3:3.

8.What does James mean in v15 when he says that sin leads to “death”? To answer this question, 
determine your options by studying the following passages that relate sin and death. Then, decide 
what option best fits James 1:15. 

 Proverbs 11:19, 12:28, 19:16

 ezekiel 18:26-27

 romans 7:13

 romans 7:24

 ephesians 2:1

 1 Timothy 5:6

 James 5:19-20
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aPPLy: How does it work?

Think about some of the most significant temptations you face on a regular basis. On a 
scale of 1 to 10, how do you fare in dealing with these temptations, with 1 being “I give in 
every time” and 10 being “I’m a rock!”

Spend a few minutes thinking back through the details of the last time you gave into a 
sinful temptation. Do you recall a similar progression to what James describes in vv14-15? 
How was your experience similar to what James describes? How was it different?

Based on your study of this lesson, practically speaking, what should you do the next time 
you face temptation? 

o

o

memorize
1 Corinthians 10:13 | Write it out to get your memorization started.

End your study by returning to the Lord in prayer. Thank Him for 
what you have learned this week, ask Him to help you apply the 
principle you have chosen, and lay before Him the needs of your 
fellow small group members.

Pray

o
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Obey the Law of Liberty
JameS 1:19-27
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James 1:19-27

19This you know, my beloved brethren. But everyone must be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to 

anger;  20for the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of God.  21Therefore, putting aside all 

filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to 

save your souls.  22But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves.  

23For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a 

mirror;  24for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of 

person he was.  25But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not 

having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does.  26If 

anyone thinks himself to be religious, and yet does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, 

this man’s religion is worthless.  27Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father is this: 

to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 

Observational Questions

1.What key words do you notice in this passage?
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my observations

vv 19-20

vv 21-22

vv 23-24

vv 25-27

2.James contrasts two ways of “hearing” in this passage. What are they?

3.List themes and big ideas for each section of this week’s passage:

 1:19-21

 1:22-25

 1:26-27

List at least 1 observation per verse. See your “Bible Study Cheat Sheet” for instructions.
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INTerPreT: What does it mean?
1.What is the “word implanted” that they are to receive (v21)? What must they do to “receive” 
it according to the rest of the passage?

2.Based on the overall context of the letter what does James mean by “save your souls” in 
v21? To help you answer this question, look up the following passages that use the same or 
similar language:

 1 Samuel 19:11

 Psalm 86:1-4

 ezekiel 18:26-27

 James 5:19-20

3.Using just this passage, fill in the two columns below by listing out the consequences of each 
choice – either to “hear and do” God’s Word or to “hear without doing” His Word. 

Hear and do God’s Word Hear without doing God’s Word
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4.In your own words, explain James’ point in the metaphor of vv23-24. Note that James is referring 
specifically to a male, not a person in general (Think about the difference between how men 
and women look at themselves in a mirror!) How do we avoid becoming like this forgetful man?

5.What is the “law of liberty” (v25; see also 2:12)? Why does James describe this law as…

 …perfect?

 …of liberty? (aren’t laws contrary to liberty? How can a law bring us greater freedom? 
 See John 8:31-32; romans 6:15-16; 1 Peter 2:16.)

6.How do vv26-27 relate to the rest of the passage and to the book as a whole?  How do these 
specific acts of obedience prevent one’s religion from being worthless?

7.Why does James focus our attention on widows and orphans? What does it mean to “visit 
them in their distress”? What was life like for these two groups in the first century? What types of 
people in our society today suffer in similar ways?
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aPPLy: How does it work?

Why do we struggle to practice what we hear in God’s Word? 

What have you done lately to demonstrate God’s love to the vulnerable and needy?

What will you do this week to help the vulnerable and needy?

o

o

memorize
James 1:25 | Write it out to get your memorization started.

End your study by returning to the Lord in prayer. Thank Him for 
what you have learned this week, ask Him to help you apply the 
principle you have chosen, and lay before Him the needs of your 
fellow small group members.

Pray

o
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embrace equality

JameS 2:1-13

Why does this matter?
A little more than one hundred years ago a young Hindu man from India arrived in South Africa to practice 
law. As he settled into his new home he began to hear good things about the Christian faith. Before long, 
he was reading through the Bible and seriously considering becoming a Christian. One Sunday morning he 
decided to attend a service at a large church nearby. But as he walked up the steps towards the auditorium, 
a white South African elder of the church barred his way at the door. 

“Where do you think you’re going, kaffir (a derogatory racial slur)?” the 
elder asked in a belligerent tone of voice. The young Indian replied, “I’d 
like to attend worship here.” The church elder snarled at him, “There’s no 
room for kaffirs in this church. Get out of here or I’ll have my assistants 
throw you down the steps.”

From that moment, the young man decided that while he was willing to 
adopt what good he found in Christianity, he would never again consider becoming a Christian. What 
makes this shameful act of discrimination even more tragic is to whom it was committed: the young Indian 
man was none other than Mahatma Gandhi who would in later years become one of the most influential 
leaders in modern history. Yet because of his experience on that Sunday in South Africa, Gandhi would 
lead a world-changing revolution completely disconnected from Christianity. This man who years earlier 
had shown interest in the message of Jesus Christ could have utilized his unprecedented social influence 
to become one of the greatest evangelists of all time had he only seen the love of Christ reflected in the 
words and actions of Christians. 

Can you think of other examples of discrimination or favoritism committed by the 
church in recent history?

What leads people, Christians included, to discriminate against others based on 
race, economic class, outward appearance, cultural differences, etc.?

o

Pray
Begin this time in prayer, confessing any sins you know of, thanking 
the Lord for the gift of His Word, and asking for His Spirit to guide 
your study.

o
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James 2:1-13
1My brethren, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an attitude of personal 

favoritism.  2For if a man comes into your assembly with a gold ring and dressed in fine clothes, and 

there also comes in a poor man in dirty clothes,  3and you pay special attention to the one who is 

wearing the fine clothes, and say, “You sit here in a good place,” and you say to the poor man, “You 

stand over there, or sit down by my footstool,”  4have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and 

become judges with evil motives?  5Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose the poor of this 

world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?  6But you 

have dishonored the poor man. Is it not the rich who oppress you and personally drag you into court?  

7Do they not blaspheme the fair name by which you have been called?  8If, however, you are fulfilling 

the royal law according to the Scripture, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF,” you 

are doing well.  9But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as 

transgressors.  10For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty 

of all.  11For He who said, “DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY,” also said, “DO NOT COMMIT MURDER.” 

Now if you do not commit adultery, but do commit murder, you have become a transgressor of the 

law.  12So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty.  13For judgment will be 

merciless to one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment. 

Observational Questions

1.What key words do you notice in this passage?
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vv 1-3

vv 4-6

vv 7-9

vv 10-13

2.What big ideas or themes do you observe in 2:1-13 that were also present in chapter 1?

3.List all the reasons James gives for why we should not show partiality to the rich over the poor.

List at least 1 observation per verse. See your “Bible Study Cheat Sheet” for instructions.

my observations
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Background info
Background Article on Wealth and Poverty in the Ancient World
Excerpted from Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels by Intervarsity Press

 In the first-century Palestinian world there were essentially two major groups of people, the rich 
and the poor. The rich included especially the wealthy high-priestly clans. Consisting of four extended 
families, they must be distinguished from the lower clergy (e.g., Zachariah of Luke’s birth narrative) 
who were in general poor and felt oppressed by the high-priestly group. It was the chief priests who not 
only profited from the sacrifices offered in the Temple (the lower clerk officiated for only two weeks a 
year, while the high-priestly clans were always present) but also controlled the considerable commerce 
associated with that sacrifice and other religious activities (e.g., the activity noted in Mk 11:15-19).
 Another wealthy group was the Herodian family and retinue, whose political power was easily 
translated into wealth. It has been estimated that Herod and later his family may have owned more 
than half the land in his dominions. Gifts of land to faithful followers were not unusual.
 The third group of wealthy people were the remnants of the older Jewish aristocracy (although 
much of their land was confiscated by Herod and his sons) and individuals who had become rich through 
trade, tax farming or the like. To be considered truly rich one had to own land, so a person would 
purchase landholdings as he became wealthy, but such a person would not farm his own land. Instead, 
he rented it to tenant farmers and spent much of his time on civic and religious affairs in the city 
(principally, Jerusalem). This system led to the abuse of tenants and hired laborers. This mistreatment 
was seen by wealthy as perfectly legal, but was viewed by the poor as totally unjust (cf. Jas 5:1-6).
 A final group of wealthy people were the prosperous merchants who had not yet joined the land-
owning aristocracy, although like them they controlled much of the economic life of the country. Both 
the land-owning and non-land-owning groups were deeply resented by the people of the land. It was no 
accident that during the Jewish revolt of A.D. 66-70, when the common people got the upper hand in 
Jerusalem, one of their first acts was the burning of the debt records and the slaughter of many of the 
aristocrats.
 …[All four wealthy] groups at times used their power to oppress the lower classes. The less 
religious group[s] did it through sheer abuse of power. The observant group[s] justified their oppression 
through legal interpretation, which who in the eyes of Jesus was viewed as more culpable, for it appeared 
to put God on the side of injustice.
 Although there was a small middle class of some of the skilled artisans, land-owning farmers 
and merchants (and socially, although not economically, the lower clergy), the second major social 
group was the poor, the peasants, the ‘’people of the land.’’ This group included several sub-groups.
 The best-off were the small landowners, who tended to lead a precarious life which depended 
on the harvest. A bad year or two could spell the loss of their land to the wealthy neighbor who lent 
them seed after the first crop failure. It could also mean the starvation of their family. The tenant 
farmers were next best-off, although they had to pay their landlord his due before providing for their 
own families. Worst off were those without land (and without the skills of artisans), the hired laborers 
and the beggars. They were the truly poor. Their hand-to-mouth existence was considered hardly 
worth living. Mixed in among these various levels of poorer people were such trades as fishermen and 
carpenters, whose social level depended on their relative prosperity, even though they were landless. 
Zebedee, for example, appears to have been relatively prosperous, for he had hired men on his boats, 
not simply family. Jesus’ family, on the other hand, offered the sacrifice of the poor when he was born 
(Lk 2:24), but it is possible that when established back in Galilee they may have had a higher (if still 
modest) standard of living, which skilled work could at times command.

30 / LeSSON 5



 …However defined, the poor lived on the edge of existence even in the best of times, for to 
be in an agricultural economy without owning sufficient productive land to provide security is to be 
economically marginal.  Yet the first century was not the best of times. Even if they managed to scrape by 
in normal years, the first century included years of famine, especially in the 40’s. This threat could never 
be far from any of the poorer people. Then there were Roman (or Herodian) taxes to pay and on top of 
that the Law prescribed a tithe (which could amount to from seventeen to twenty-three per cent of one’s 
gross income).
 …Judaism in general did not have any problem with wealth. Possessions were not viewed as 
evil. Indeed, because of the OT stories of Abraham, Solomon and Job, there was a tendency to connect 
wealth with the blessing of God (the piety-prosperity equation), but while for the most part this 
attitude continued in the first century, it was modified in two directions. On the one hand, the empirical 
observation was made that wealth tended to beget greed and the abuse of power. And in a society in 
which the supply of wealth was believed to be limited, any gathering of wealth which was not clearly 
from God was suspected of being done through such abuse. In fact, in the light of the experience of the 
righteous under the Seleucid rulers and later the Hasmoneans and Herods, it even appeared that most 
wealth was gained by injustice and that righteousness tended to make one poor. Some intertestamental 
writers questioned if there were any wealthy people who were righteous (Sir 31:3-10). On the other 
hand, the same authors made it clear that a wealthy person could be righteous or honorable (especially 
if the wealth had been inherited) and the way that he or she could demonstrate this righteousness was 
through charity. Thus in Jewish tradition Abraham and Job were singled out as being wealthy persons 
who were righteous because they excelled in generosity.

after reading the background article on the rich and poor in NT Judea, answer the following:

How were the divisions between the rich and poor different than they are in america 
today?

What were some of the reasons why people were poor in the NT era? What are some 
of the reasons people are poor in america today?

How did people become rich in the NT era? How might they become rich today?

Why would church leaders in James’ day have been tempted to give preferential 
treatment to the rich?

o

o

o

o
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INTerPreT: What does it mean?
1.Create and answer any two of your own interpretive questions from this passage. For 
instructions, see page 81.

 a)

 b)

2.Based on your background study on the pevious page, what did a person have to have in 
order to be considered “rich” in biblical times? By that standard, would most of us qualify as 
rich or poor today?

3.What does God think about wealth and poverty? How does He feel about rich people and 
poor people… 
 …according to this passage?
 

 …according to these cross-references: Deuteronomy 10:17-19; Luke 6:20-26; 
 1 Corinthians 1:26-29.

4.Now for the elephant in the room: Is it inherently sinful for us to be wealthy? Prove your 
answer from Scripture.
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5.Beyond the issue of rich and poor, what other kinds of sinful distinctions are we tempted to 
make in our church or community? Why do we tend to favor certain people over others?

6. Why does James include vv8-13, a passage about the Law, in this discussion of favoritism? 
How do these verses advance his point? See matthew 5:21-26,48 and Galatians 5:14.

7. What is the judgment that James speaks of in vv12-13? Will believers face this judgment? 
What will be the consequences? Provide scriptural support for your answers.

8. How does “mercy,” which James mentions in v13, fit into his discussion of favoritism? In other 
words, how does v13 fit in with the rest of the passage? In the context of this passage, how should 
we be showing mercy to others (see previous passage and next passage)?
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aPPLy: How does it work?

In your personal life, who have you been tempted to dismiss or look down upon (could be a 
specific person or a group)? On the other hand, are you guilty of favoring any social group 
or class above another? What are the reasons behind this partiality (past experiences, 
personal motives, upbringing, comfort level, etc.)?

What specific thing will you do this week to demonstrate mercy to someone you would 
normally avoid, exclude, or dismiss?

o

o

memorize
James 2:10 | Write it out to get your memorization started.

End your study by returning to the Lord in prayer. Thank Him for 
what you have learned this week, ask Him to help you apply the 
principle you have chosen, and lay before Him the needs of your 
fellow small group members.

Pray
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Faith on the move
JameS 2:14-26
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James 2:14-26
14What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no works? Can that faith save 

him?  15If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food,  16and one of you says to 

them, “Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,” and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their 

body, what use is that?  17Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.  18But someone may 

well say, “You have faith and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you 

my faith by my works.”  19You believe that God is one You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder.  

20But are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is useless?  21Was not 

Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up Isaac his son on the altar?  22You see that 

faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected;  23and the Scripture 

was fulfilled which says, “AND ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS 

RIGHTEOUSNESS,” and he was called the friend of God.  24You see that a man is justified by works 

and not by faith alone.  25In the same way, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she 

received the messengers and sent them out by another way?  26For just as the body without the spirit is 

dead, so also faith without works is dead. 

Observational Questions
1.What key words do you notice in this passage?

2.What question does this passage seek to answer?
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my observations

vv 14-16

vv 17-19

vv 20-22

vv 23-26

3.What do you notice about the context before and after this passage? Do you see any similar 
words or ideas that appear both immediately before this passage and immediately after it?

4.What themes or ideas from earlier in the book do you see repeated here?

List at least 1 observation per verse. See your “Bible Study Cheat Sheet” for instructions.
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INTerPreT: What does it mean?
1.Create and answer any two of your own interpretive questions from this passage:

 a)

 b)

2.In this passage, James is making a distinction between faith alone, without good works, and 
faith joined with good works. verse 14 clearly implies that faith without works cannot “save” us. 
But save us from what? Here are some hints to help you answer this question:

 The Greek word sozo that we translate as “save” simply means “to rescue, deliver.” 

 you must determine what someone is being rescued from using the context!

 James actually gives us the answer in the verses that immediately precede and   
 immediately follow this passage (2:12-13 and 3:1)!

 Paul speaks about a similar works-based judgment in 1 Corinthians 3:10-15 and 
 2 Corinthians 5:9-10. Look up these passages to see what good works will “save” us from.

3.What does James mean in v17 when he says that “faith without works is dead”? use the 
following steps to help you answer this question…

 review your study of the relation between “sin” and “death” in question 8 in Lesson 3  

 on James 1:13-18 (page 19).

 Compare v17 with v20. How does this verse help you understand what he means by  
 “dead”?

 Consider the imagery of v26. How is faith without works similar to a body without a  
 spirit?

 In conclusion, what does James mean by “faith without works is dead?”
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4.Based on your study of the book as a whole, is this passage written to believers or unbelievers? 
How do you know?

5.Did Paul and James preach the same gospel, or were they at war with one another? They 
sure seem to disagree when you compare romans 3:28 and 4:1-25 to James 2:21-24. How do you 
explain the apparent contradiction in these passages? Hint: Discover the range of meaning for 
the word “justified” (dikaioo in Greek) by going to net.bible.org and entering the word’s Strong 
number (1344) in the “universal Search” box.

6.When James says that Abraham and Rahab were justified by their obedient actions, what 
exactly does he mean? Think through the following…

 What were the results of abraham’s obedience... 

  according to v22 (note that “perfected” could be translated “matured”)?

    
  
  according to v23?

 What exactly did rahab’s obedience result in? 
 

 How would their lives have turned out differently if they would have had faith but chosen  
 not to do these obedient works?
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Why does this matter?
Imagine a conversation over lunch with a close friend who trusted in Christ’s death 
and resurrection years ago, but has since that time shown little interest in living a life 
of obedience to the Lord. As you have done so many times before, you encourage your 
friend to come to church with you this weekend, hoping that this would be the first 
step towards turning his life around. Sadly, he turns you down yet again. He goes on to 
explain, “I’d really rather sleep in. Man, why do you keep pushing me to go to church, 
or to read my Bible, or turn my life around? I’m already good with Jesus. I trusted in 
Him; I know I’m going to heaven when I die. So why shouldn’t I just enjoy this life?

How would you respond to your friend based on what you’ve learned from this lesson? What reasons    
would you give him for choosing a life of obedience? What will a life of obedience cost him?

aPPLy: How does it work?
We get caught up in the theological controversy of this passage, but the application is 
straight-forward. What is this application? What exactly is James calling us to do?

James specifically challenges us to help fellow believers who are in desperate need. What 
believers in need has God placed in your own life? 

What exactly will you do in the next few weeks to care for these fellow believers? 

o

o

o
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memorize
James 2:22 | Write it out to get your memorization started.

End your study by returning to the Lord in prayer. Thank Him for what 
you have learned this week, ask Him to help you apply the principle 
you have chosen, and lay before Him the needs of your fellow small 
group members.

Pray
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Tame the Tongue
JameS 3:1-12

Why does this matter?
Liz had only been a believer in Jesus Christ for the last two years, yet so much 
of her life had already changed for the better. God had dramatically transformed 
her behavior and priorities. And yet there was one relic of her former life that 
remained much the same as it had always been: her speech. Liz was blessed with 
a sharp mind and a razor wit. Though not the most popular or pretty girl in High 
School, Liz had learned to use her humor and sarcasm to earn the respect (and 
even fear) of her peers. She fine-tuned this ability through college and during her 

early years in the professional world. Though she was now a follower of Christ, Liz was reticent to turn this 
area of her life over to Him. She loved the popularity that her quick wit and hilarious sarcasm brought to her 
in the office and among her friends. Her words were never cruel; just humorous pokes and jabs for the sake of 
laughter. If people ever felt hurt by her words, surely it was their problem, not hers. It was just humor after all. 
They shouldn’t take it so seriously. 

Or so Liz believed, until she overheard a conversation between her coworkers that opened her eyes to the 
harm that speech can do. After praying for two weeks for courage to invite her coworker Amy to church and 
finally finding an opportunity to invite her just yesterday, Liz was completely unprepared to overhear Amy say 
to coworker, “Can you believe Liz actually goes to church! No way. Is this another one of her jokes? She’s the 
funniest, toughest, meanest woman in this office. When she comes in the room, I’m just hoping her wit’s going 
to fall on someone other than me. There ain’t an ounce of church in her!”

We grew up hearing that, “Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words can never 
hurt me.” yet nothing could be further from the truth. What are some ways our words can 
be harmful to others?

While most people know that sinful speech, such as sarcasm, lying, and gossip can do 
great harm, all three of these are common in our society. Why is that? Why do people 
commit these destructive sins?

o

Pray
Begin this time in prayer, confessing any sins you know of, thanking 
the Lord for the gift of His Word, and asking for His Spirit to guide 
your study.

o
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You’re packing a suitcase for a place none of has been
A place that has to be believed to be seen

You could have flown away
A singing bird in an open cage

Who will only fly, only fly for freedom
          U2, “Walk On”

As every songwriter knows, one of the most powerful ways to emotionally engage an audience 
with your words is to use figurative language like the metaphor in the lyrics above.  FigurAtive 
LAnguAge uses words and phrases in an unexpected way to create a vivid image in the mind 
of a listener.  This image adds color to the author’s message, holds the listener’s attention, forces 
the listener to slow down and reflect on the idea being communicated, makes the abstract more 
concrete, and aids in retention of the author’s point.  While there are many types of figurative 
language, here are the eight major types you should be looking for as you study the Bible:

1) Simile:  compares two things by using the explicit formula “like” or “as”

  He will be like a tree firmly planted.  Psalm 1:3

2) Metaphor:  compares two things but omits “like” or “as” and instead simply equates them (A is B)

  “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.”  Matthew 5:14

3) Metonymy:  one word is substituted for another word closely associated with it, such as 
referring to military officers as “brass.” A biblical example would be James’ use of “tongue” to 
refer to one’s speech (e.g. James 3:5).
 
4) Hyperbole:  conscious exaggeration for the sake of effect or emphasis

  “I robbed other churches, taking wages from them to serve you”  2 Corinthians 11:8

5) Personification:  treating something non-human (and frequently inanimate) as though it 
were a human

  And their tongue struts through the earth.  Psalm 73:9
  “Then the moon will be abashed and the sun ashamed”  Isaiah 24:23

6) Anthropomorphism:  attributing human characteristics, even body parts, to God

  “Behold, the Lord’s hand is not so short that it cannot save; neither is His   
   ear so dull that it cannot hear.”  Isaiah 59:1

7) Apostrophe:  addressing a thing as if it were a person or an imaginary person as if he were 
present

  “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?”  1 Corinthians 15:55

8) Symbol:  a concrete image that points to or embodies other meanings.  Examples include 
“light” used to represent God, goodness, truth, or blessing (such as in Psalm 27:1) and “throne” 
to represent power and authority (such as in Psalm 89:4 and 14).

SK
IL

L

OBServe: What do I see?
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Observational Questions

1. What key words to you notice in this passage? These are words that are either theologically 
significant or that set the theme or big idea of the passage.

2. List themes or big ideas from earlier in the book of James that you see repeated here.

James 3:1-12
1Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we will incur a stricter 

judgment.  2For we all stumble in many ways If anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect 

man, able to bridle the whole body as well.  3Now if we put the bits into the horses’ mouths so that 

they will obey us, we direct their entire body as well.  4Look at the ships also, though they are so great 

and are driven by strong winds, are still directed by a very small rudder wherever the inclination of the 

pilot desires.  5So also the tongue is a small part of the body, and yet it boasts of great things See how 

great a forest is set aflame by such a small fire!  6And the tongue is a fire, the very world of iniquity; the 

tongue is set among our members as that which defiles the entire body, and sets on fire the course of 

our life, and is set on fire by hell.  7For every species of beasts and birds, of reptiles and creatures of the 

sea, is tamed and has been tamed by the human race.  8But no one can tame the tongue; it is a restless 

evil and full of deadly poison.   9With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who 

have been made in the likeness of God;  10from the same mouth come both blessing and cursing. My 

brethren, these things ought not to be this way.  11Does a fountain send out from the same opening 

both fresh and bitter water?  12Can a fig tree, my brethren, produce olives, or a vine produce figs? Nor 

can salt water produce fresh. 
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3. Referring to the list of types of figurative imagery below, list all the types that you can find in 
this passage as James addresses the tongue.

my observations

vv 1-3

vv 4-6

vv 7-9

vv 10-12

List at least 1 observation per verse. See your “Bible Study Cheat Sheet” for instructions.
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INTerPreT: What does it mean?
1.Create and answer any two of your own interpretive questions from this passage:

 a)

 b)

2.How does the idea of speech fit into the flow of the book of James? In other words, how 
does this passage relate to what came before and what comes after?

3.This passage begins with a sobering warning regarding our speech! Why do our words incur 
judgment? In addition, why do teachers receive an even stricter judgment?

4.Look carefully at each phrase of v6...

 How is the tongue like a fire? See also Proverbs 16:27-28; 26:18-22.
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 How does the tongue defile the rest of our body? See also Matthew 15:17-20.

 What does James mean when he says that the tongue is set on fire by hell itself? Is this 
 true of believers and/or unbelievers?

5.Having determined how the tongue compares with fire, now work through the remaining 
figurative images you listed in the previous observation question. For each figurative image, 
determine James’ point behind the comparison.

6.Why is it so difficult for us to “tame the tongue?” What is the ultimate source of the difficult 
problem we have with our tongues? (See matthew 15:16-20.)
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aPPLy: How does it work?

What are some ways you use words to harm others? Think of specific examples. Can you 
identify any situations or patterns in which you are prone to hurt others with your speech 
(like particular emotions, times, people, or environments)? If you are courageous enough, 
ask a friend to give you some honest feedback about your speech.

even though no one has perfect control of their speech, what are some practical steps 
you can take this week so that the Spirit has greater influence in the words you use?

o

o

memorize
James 3:8-9 | Write it out to get your memorization started.

End your study by returning to the Lord in prayer. Thank Him for 
what you have learned this week, ask Him to help you apply the 
principle you have chosen, and lay before Him the needs of your 
fellow small group members.

Pray
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Heal the Divide

JameS 3: 13-4:3

Why does this matter?
Envy Went to Church

Envy went to church this morning.
Being Legion, he sat in every other pew.
Envy fingered wool and silk fabrics,
Hung price tags on suits and neckties.
Envy paced through the parking lot
Scrutinizing chrome and paint.
Envy marched to the chancel with the choir
During the processional...
Envy prodded plain-jane wives
And bright wives married to milquetoast dullards,
Any kind men married to knife-tongued shrews.

Envy thumped at widows and widowers,
Jabbed and kicked college girls without escorts,
Lighted invisible fires inside khaki jackets.
Envy conferred often this morning
With all of his brothers;
He liked his Sunday score today
But not enough:
Some of his intended clients
Had sipped an antidote marked Grace,
And wore a holy flower named Love.

Elva McAllaster, Christian Life, January 1970

as the poem indicates, envy can tempt us in many ways. What things are you tempted 
to envy (could be possessions, physical attributes, benefits in life, relationships, etc.)?

How does envy among believers affect our relationships with one another?

o

Pray
Begin this time in prayer, confessing any sins you know of, thanking 
the Lord for the gift of His Word, and asking for His Spirit to guide 
your study.

o
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James 3:13-4:3

13Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him show by his good behavior his deeds in the 

gentleness of wisdom.  14But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, do not be 

arrogant and so lie against the truth.  15This wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but is 

earthly, natural, demonic.  16For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every 

evil thing.  17But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy 

and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy.  18And the seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in 

peace by those who make peace. 

1What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not the source your pleasures that wage 

war in your members?  2You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. You are envious and cannot 

obtain; so you fight and quarrel. You do not have because you do not ask.  3You ask and do not receive, 

because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures. 

Observational Questions

1.What repeated words or ideas do you notice in this passage?

2.What themes, ideas, or key words from earlier in the book of James do you see repeated here?
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my observations

vv 13-14

vv 15-16

vv 17-18

vv 4:1-3

3.List out all that James says about:

“wisdom from above”

“earthly wisdom”

List at least 1 observation per verse. See your “Bible Study Cheat Sheet” for instructions.

51 / LeSSON 8



INTerPreT: What does it mean?
1.Create and answer any two of your own interpretive questions from this passage:

 a)

 b)

2.How does this passage compare to what came before it? How does it relate to the big 
ideas and overall purpose of the book of James?

3.review the meaning you discovered for the word “wisdom” from question 5 in Lesson 2 on 
page 13.

4.Why would James refer to earthly wisdom as “natural?” Why would it be bad to pursue 
wisdom that is natural to us? See 1 Corinthians 2:14 and ephesians 2:1-3. How should this 
affect our relationships with unbelievers? How should this affect our view of worldly institutions 
(government, businesses, universities, etc.)?
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5.What ideas link 3:13-18 with 4:1-3?

6.What does James mean by “pleasures” in 4:1,3? Is he saying that it is always wrong to 
experience pleasure? What is he saying is actually wrong? Defend your answer from Scripture. 
(Hint: Look up Luke 8:14 and 1 Peter 2:11)
 

7.According to this passage, what things create quarrels and conflicts? What things promote 
peace between believers?

8.In one sentence, state the main idea that James is communicating in this passage.
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aPPLy: How does it work?

Think of a recent example when you acted out of jealousy or selfishness and it created 
conflict with another person. What did you do? What have you done to bring about 
healing afterwards?

Are you currently in conflict with any other believer? What can you do this week to 
reconcile with this person?

o

o

memorize
James 3:17 | Write it out to get your memorization started.

End your study by returning to the Lord in prayer. Thank Him for 
what you have learned this week, ask Him to help you apply the 
principle you have chosen, and lay before Him the needs of your 
fellow small group members.

Pray
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Pledge your Devotion
JameS 4:4-17
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James 4:4-17
4You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore 

whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.  5Or do you think that the 

Scripture speaks to no purpose: “He jealously desires the Spirit which He has made to dwell in us”?  6But 

He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, “GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE 

TO THE HUMBLE.”  7Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.  8Draw near to 

God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-

minded.  9Be miserable and mourn and weep; let your laughter be turned into mourning and your joy to 

gloom.  10Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you.  11Do not speak against 

one another, brethren. He who speaks against a brother or judges his brother, speaks against the law 

and judges the law; but if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge of it.  12There is 

only one Lawgiver and Judge, the One who is able to save and to destroy; but who are you who judge 

your neighbor?  13Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, and 

spend a year there and engage in business and make a profit.”  14Yet you do not know what your life will 

be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away.  15Instead, 

you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and also do this or that.”  16But as it is, you boast in your 

arrogance; all such boasting is evil.  17Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to do and does not 

do it, to him it is sin.

Observational Questions

1.In this passage James rebukes his readers using surprising, even shocking language. List a 
few examples.
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my observations

vv 4-6

vv 7-10

vv 11-13

vv 14-17

List at least 1 observation per verse. See your “Bible Study Cheat Sheet” for instructions.

2.List all of the commands found in this passage (or simply underline them in the text).

3.Divide this passage into three or four sections and state the big idea for each.
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INTerPreT: What does it mean?
1.Create and answer any two of your own interpretive questions from this passage:

 a)

 b)

2.How does 4:4-6 relate to 4:1-3? 

3.There is no evidence in the book of James that his audience had committed marital infidelity. 
So why does James call them “adulteresses”? What similarities connect their specific sins with 
adultery? What does this tell us about the spiritual state of James’ audience? See Hosea 3:1 
and 4:12-13.

4.What does it mean to be a “friend” to the world? Is James calling us to disassociate with all 
unbelievers and separate ourselves from this world or does he have something else in mind? 
See 1:27; John 17:14-18; 1 John 2:15-17.
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5.Why does James rebuke his audience for laughter and joy in v9? Is he implying that laughter 
and joy are always inappropriate for God’s people? Give cross-references to support your 
answer.

6.What is the overall problem or sin that James is addressing in this passage? What exactly is 
James commanding his audience to do in response to their sin? Describe this command in your 
own words.

7.How do the final two sections of the passage relate to 4:4-10? 

 James’ comments on judging a brother (vv11-12)?

 The folly of making self-directed plans (4:13-17)?

8.According to v17, what should we add to the common definition given to the word “sin – to 
do something which violates God’s Law”?
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aPPLy: How does it work?

What area or areas of sin in your life do you need to repent of this week?

Spend some time alone with the Lord repenting of this sin. Let the commands of 4:7-10 
guide your time with the Lord.

How might you apply the instruction of vv13-16 to your own future plans?

o

o

memorize
James 4:6-7 | Write it out to get your memorization started.

End your study by returning to the Lord in prayer. Thank Him for 
what you have learned this week, ask Him to help you apply the 
principle you have chosen, and lay before Him the needs of your 
fellow small group members.

Pray

o
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Invest in eternity

JameS 5:1-12

Why does this matter?
“How could they have promoted Tom over me?” lamented Keith. The 
two had been close competitors at their firm for the last three years. 
While Keith consistently lived by his Christian convictions, Tom 
unscrupulously did whatever it took to beat him out of sales, out of 
clients, and now, out of a promotion. Time and time again, Keith worked 
diligently to build a relationship with a company only to see Tom rush 
in and steal the contract from under him. Whether by manipulation, 
bribery, or sheer charisma, Tom had amassed an impressive string of 
contracts. Last year, his cutthroat tactics had earned him the Mercedes 
sedan his firm offered to their top performer. This year, it earned a coveted promotion. Keith and others 
in the sales force had reported Tom’s dubious behavior to their bosses on numerous occasions, and yet 
today’s promotion announcement demonstrated once and for all that what really matters to the powers-
that-be is not ethics, but profit. 

Keith left the office dejected and confused. Hadn’t God promised to bless those who honor Him? Didn’t 
He promise to judge sin? If so, then why was Keith leaving work in a ten-year-old economy car while a 
dishonest and arrogant man like Tom drove off in his Mercedes to celebrate his new promotion?

Name a time in your life when you saw unethical behavior rewarded or righteous 
behavior unrewarded. How did it make you feel? Why?

o

Pray
Begin this time in prayer, confessing any sins you know of, thanking 
the Lord for the gift of His Word, and asking for His Spirit to guide 
your study.

In the case study above, what would you say to encourage Keith after this particularly 
rough day?

o
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James 5:1-12
1Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries which are coming upon you.  2Your riches have 

rotted and your garments have become moth-eaten.  3Your gold and your silver have rusted; and their 

rust will be a witness against you and will consume your flesh like fire. It is in the last days that you 

have stored up your treasure!  4Behold, the pay of the laborers who mowed your fields, and which has 

been withheld by you, cries out against you; and the outcry of those who did the harvesting has reached 

the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth.  5You have lived luxuriously on the earth and led a life of wanton 

pleasure; you have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter.  6You have condemned and put to death 

the righteous man; he does not resist you.  7Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the 

Lord. The farmer waits for the precious produce of the soil, being patient about it, until it gets the early 

and late rains.  8You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.  9Do not 

complain, brethren, against one another, so that you yourselves may not be judged; behold, the Judge 

is standing right at the door.  10As an example, brethren, of suffering and patience, take the prophets 

who spoke in the name of the Lord.  11We count those blessed who endured You have heard of the 

endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord’s dealings, that the Lord is full of compassion 

and is merciful.  12But above all, my brethren, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or with any 

other oath; but your yes is to be yes, and your no, no, so that you may not fall under judgment.

Observational Questions
1.What themes, ideas, or key words from earlier in the book of James do you see repeated here?
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my observations

vv 1-3

vv 4-6

vv 7-9

vv 10-12

2. List at least two examples of figurative language found in this passage. 

3.List themes or big ideas you find in each of these sections of this passage:

 5:1-6

 5:7-12

List at least 1 observation per verse. See your “Bible Study Cheat Sheet” for instructions.
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INTerPreT: What does it mean?
1.Create and answer any two of your own interpretive questions from this passage:

 a)

 b)

2.How does this passage relate to 4:13-17? What similarities do you see? 

3.What sins have the wealthy committed to merit the harsh language of James’ rebuke? are 
they guilty simply for being wealthy, or for other reasons? review what you learned in Lesson 5 
on pages 27-34.

4.In vv 7-11, what exactly do these “brethren” need to be patient about? How does it relate 
to James’ rebuke of the rich in vv1-6? 
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5.What is James referring to when he mentions “the coming of the Lord” and how does this 
relate to patience? (Hint: Look up matthew 16:27; 1 Thessalonians 2:19, 3:13, 4:13-18.)

6.How does the command of v9 fit into the surrounding context?

7.Why does James come down so hard on believers taking oaths? To better understand this 
verse, think about (1) why a person in his audience would feel the need to swear by heaven or 
earth, (2) how this command fits in with the first eleven verses of this chapter (it may seem like a new 
subject, but it really does connect!), and (3) Jesus’ teaching on the matter in matthew 5:33-37.

BONuS: What similarities connected their situation with Job’s? What should they learn from 
Job? as a refresher, read Job chapters 1,2, and 42.
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aPPLy: How does it work?

many of us are relatively wealthy or will become wealthy in the future. What principles 
have you learned from the book of James that guide how you should grow and use your 
wealth in a way that honors God?

regardless of how wealthy you are, what can you do this month with your money to honor 
God and bless your brothers in Christ?

o

memorize
James 5:7 | Write it out to get your memorization started.

End your study by returning to the Lord in prayer. Thank Him for 
what you have learned this week, ask Him to help you apply the 
principle you have chosen, and lay before Him the needs of your 
fellow small group members.

Pray

o
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Strengthen One another
JameS 5:13-20

Why does this matter?
Dan Shaw, a talented linguist working for Wycliffe Bible Translators in Papua New Guinea, found himself in 
an uncomfortable position. His 50-year old assistant, a Samo tribesman named Hogwanobiayo, had fallen 
deathly ill. Neither tribal rituals nor the Western medicine Dan had provided had led to any improvement. 
Hogwanobiayo was so near death that his fellow villagers began to refer to him in the past tense, beyond hope of 

recovery. But then one day he heard Dan reading a recently translated portion 
of John chapter five where Jesus heals a disabled man. Though Hogwanobiayo 
had not previously shown any interest in Christianity, the story gripped him. 
He asked Dan, “Do you think Jesus can heal me, too?”

Dan struggled for an answer. “Well, yes, Jesus could heal you. He might. It’s 
possible.” 

Dan didn’t want to give Hogwanobiayo too much hope in a miraculous healing 
since it seemed like God rarely did such things in the modern age. And yet 
Hogwanobiayo was enthralled with the power of Jesus revealed in the story. 

He asked Dan to pray for his healing, and reluctantly, Dan agreed. And three days later, to the amazement 
of the entire village, Hogwanobiayo rose from his sick bed in perfect health. Prayer in the name of Jesus has 
accomplished what tribal rituals and Western medicine failed to do, and no one was as surprised as Dan Shaw 
who wept openly as Hogwanobiayo told him, “Before you prayed, nothing. After you prayed, Jesus healed me.”

A true story as told in, “100 Amazing Answers to Prayer” by William J. and Randy Petersen

Do you believe that God heals people miraculously in this modern age? Why or why not? 
If so, why don’t we see it happen more often?

o

Pray
Begin this time in prayer, confessing any sins you know of, thanking 
the Lord for the gift of His Word, and asking for His Spirit to guide 
your study.

Why do so many of us not pray more often or with more conviction for God’s miraculous 
healing of those suffering from physical and mental illness, addictions, or severely broken 
relationships?

o
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James 5:13-20

13Is anyone among you suffering? Then he must pray. Is anyone cheerful? He is to sing praises.  14Is 

anyone among you sick? Then he must call for the elders of the church and they are to pray over him, 

anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord;  15and the prayer offered in faith will restore the one 

who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up, and if he has committed sins, they will be forgiven him.  

16Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another so that you may be healed. The 

effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.  17Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, 

and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the earth for three years and 

six months.  18Then he prayed again, and the sky poured rain and the earth produced its fruit.  19My 

brethren, if any among you strays from the truth and one turns him back,  20let him know that he who 

turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of 

sins.

Observational Questions
1.What repeated words or ideas do you notice in this passage?
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my observations

vv 13-14

vv 15-16

vv 17-18

vv 19-20

2.What themes, ideas, or key words from earlier in the book of James do you see repeated here?

List at least 1 observation per verse. See your “Bible Study Cheat Sheet” for instructions.
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INTerPreT: What does it mean?
1.Create and answer any two of your own interpretive questions from this passage:

 a)

 b)

2.What is the relationship between sin and sickness? Does sin lead to sickness? Is sickness 
always the result of sin? See John 9:1-3 and 1 Corinthians 11:27-30. Based on your answer, what 
would you say to someone who was gravely ill and came to you for advice?

3.How can we reconcile the amazing promise of vv15-16 with our actual, often disappointing 
experience praying for the sick? When God does not grant physical healing, does this mean 
that James’ promise is a lie? Does it mean that our elders lack sufficient faith? Why or why not? 
To help you answer this crucial question, look up these cross-references and record what you 
learn about prayer and sickness:

 matthew 7:7-11 (Think about the comparison to fathers and children – is it good   
 fathering to give the child anything he wants? Why or why not?)

 John 14:12-14

 2 Corinthians 12:7-10

 2 Timothy 4:20

 

 James 1:5-8
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4.Why would James direct the elders to pray for the sick? Why do they have this special 
responsibility? Look up 1 Peter 5:1-3.

 

5.To most readers, vv19-20 seem like an abrupt ending to this book. Why did James choose to 
end with these verses? How do they relate to the overall purpose and theme of the book? 

6. What does “save his soul from death” mean in v20? Is this physical death or spiritual death? 
How do you know? review your work from lesson 3.
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aPPLy: How does it work?

List out the principles about prayer that you learned in this passage.

How does your prayer life compare to what James describes in this passage? Do you pray 
when you suffer? Do you pray when life is good? Do you regularly pray for those who are 
sick? What will you do this week to improve your prayer life?

Do you have another believer to whom you confess your sins on a regular basis (someone 
who “holds you accountable”)? If not, what has kept you from such a relationship? Who 
has God put in your life that you could approach this week to become your accountability 
partner?

o

memorize
James 5:19-20 | Write it out to get your memorization started.

End your study by returning to the Lord in prayer. Thank Him for 
what you have learned this week, ask Him to help you apply the 
principle you have chosen, and lay before Him the needs of your 
fellow small group members.

Pray

o

o
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Put it Back Together
JameS SyNTHeSIS

Why does this matter?
In the case study of Lesson six (page 40), we imagined a conversation with a close friend who trusted 
in Christ’s death years ago. Despite continued encouragement to turn his life around and invitations to 
come to church, this friend responded, “I’d really rather sleep in. Man, why do you keep pushing me to 
go to church, or to read my Bible, or turn my life around? I’m already good with Jesus. I trusted in Him; 
I know I’m going to heaven when I die. So why shouldn’t I just enjoy this life?” Having studied the book 
of James in detail, answer the following questions keeping this friend in mind ...

Summarize what James teaches us about the value of good works in the life of a 
believer. List out all of his reasons for doing good.

o

Pray
Begin this time in prayer, confessing any sins you know of, thanking 
the Lord for the gift of His Word, and asking for His Spirit to guide 
your study.

According to James, what specific actions and attitudes should characterize the life 
of a believer? List them below.

o

memorize
Review your memory verses for each of the previous lessons.

1:2-3•	
1 Cor 10:13•	
1:25•	

2:10•	
2:22•	
3:8-9•	

3:17•	
4:6-7•	
5:7 & 5:19-20•	
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Th e previous lessons have led us to observe, to interpret, and to apply the entire book of James. 
Th at is no small task! Now it is time to draw our detailed study to a useful conclusion, a process 
known as synthesis. Our goal is to create an overall summary of the book of James that we can 
quickly review any time in the future to remind us of the fl ow and content of the book.

But fi rst, please realize how much we have developed as students of the Word during this study! 
Th ough you have focused on James, you have actually learned and practiced a method of Bible study 
that will help you understand and apply to your life any passage of Scripture! Observe, interpret, 
and apply. Th ese are the three fundamental steps of all Bible study and they will serve you well for 
a lifetime. As we draw James to a close, please continue to practice and refi ne these skills so that 
you will be, “a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the Word of truth” 
(2 Timothy 2:15).

SK
IL

L
SyNTHeSIS: How does it all fi t together?

Outline the book
Th e fi rst step of this synthesis is to CReATe YOUR OWN OUTLiNe Of THe BOOK. Review the 
work you completed each week. Th en, create your own brief outline on the next page. Feel free 
to use any outlining style, but here is an example of how you might start.

Greetings from James to the dispersed twelve tribes (1:1)1. 

Rejoice in Trials (1:2-12)2. 

Attitude in Trials (1:2)a. 

Advantage of Trials (1:3-4)b. 

Assistance in Trials (1:5-8)c. 

Award from Trials (1:9-12)d. 

observe applyinterpret
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my James Outline

 

75 / LeSSON 12



The second step of this synthesis is to ReCORD WHAT YOU LeARNeD OR WeRe RemiNDeD 
Of. This is more personal than your outline. Create a list of the theological truths and life lessons 
you have either learned for the first time or been reminded of from your study of James. 

As an example of a theological truth, you might write:

I was taught that God is the only Lawgiver & Judge who can save & destroy.

An example of a life lesson would be:

This book reminded me that trials can actually grow endurance in my life 
and press me forward towards maturity in Christ.

List at least three theological truths and three life lessons on this page that you learned from your 
study of James, and record the verses where each is addressed.

SK
IL

L
SyNTHeSIS: How does it all fit together?

Theological Truths I’ve Learned

Life Lessons I’ve Learned
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The final step of this synthesis is to PRAYeRfULLY CHOOse TWO APPLiCATiONs TO 
PRACTiCe. These can be applications that you developed and began to practice during previous 
lessons, or you can create entirely new applications. Whatever your choice, two things must be 
true about them: 

Both applications should touch on 1. areas of your life where you are currently in need of 
growth. Do not choose “be kind to others” if this is already something you do very well.

Both should 2. be specific with a clear plan for growth and the name of someone who will 
hold you accountable. “Study the Word more” is not sufficiently detailed. Instead, develop a 
specific plan such as “I will read through Romans this next month and write down my observations, 
interpretive questions, and applications in a journal - Steve will hold me accountable weekly.”

SK
IL

L

SyNTHeSIS: How does it all fit together?

 Principle from James:

 Verses where it is discussed:

 Plan of Action: I will...

application #1

 Principle from James:

 Verses where it is discussed:

 Plan of Action: I will...

application #2

End your study by returning to the Lord in prayer. Thank Him for what you 
have learned this week and lay before Him the needs of your fellow small 
group members.Pray
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my notes
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Appendix
1. Bible Study Methods Quick 
 Reference Guide - p80
2. Principles of Interpretation- p85
3. Creating Lists - p86
4. Discipleship Resources - p87
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Every time we study the Bible, the first thing to ask is, “What do i see?”  This is the crucial 
skill of observation, which lays the groundwork for the rest of our study. Here are four tasks 
involved in observation which should be performed in the order below: 

Observation Task 1: Mark up the passage by visually identifying the following 
specific elements:

underline all verbs•	 . A verb is a word or group of words used to indicate either that an 
action takes place (“God choose the poor”) or that a state or condition exists (“he has become 
guilty”). Verbs are often the most significant indicators of the author’s flow of thought.

Circle key words or phrases.•	  These are words or short phrases that are important 
theologically (like “save” in 2:14) or thematically set the theme or main idea for the passage 
(like “faith without works” in 2:26).

Highlight repeated words or phrases.•	  Include words and phrases that are closely related 
even if not exact duplicates (such as “necessary” and “useless”). You’ll want to highlight things 
that are repeated from previous passages (such as “save” found in 1:21 and 5:20).

Box connecting words.•	  These important words indicate the logical connection between 
words, phrases, and clauses. Here are eight types of common connecting words to look for:

CO1. MPAriSOn: either points out similarities between two or more related ideas, or simply 
joins like ideas. Comparison words include: and, like, as, just as, also, so also, even so 
(e.g. “JUST AS the body without the spirit is dead, SO ALSO faith without works ...” 2:26).

COntrASt:2.  points out dissimilarities between ideas. Contrast words include: but, rather, 
yet, however (e.g. “tongue is a small part ... YET it boasts of great things” 3:5). 

Pur3. POSe: indicates the intended goal of an idea or action, whether or not it was realized. 
Purpose words include: that, so that, in order that (e.g. “we put the bits into the horses’ 
mouths SO THAT they will obey us” 3:3).   

reSuLt: 4. very similar to “purpose,” but indicates the actual consequence, whether or not it 
was intended. Result words include: that, so that, as a result, with the result that (e.g. 
“AS A RESULT of the works, faith was perfected” 2:22).   

CAuSe: 5. expresses the basis or cause of an action. Cause words include: because, since, and 
sometimes for (e.g. “you do not have BECAUSE you do not ask” 4:2).     

eXPLAnAtiOn6. : what follows further explains the previous idea, giving reasons why it is 
true, or why it occurred, or simply adding additional information. Look for the key word for 
(e.g. “FOR where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder” 3:16).  
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inFerenCe: 7. provides a logical consequence, a conclusion, or a summary to the previous 
discussion. Inference words include: therefore, for this reason (e.g. “Submit THEREFORE 
to God” 4:7).    

COnDitiOn: 8. presents a condition that must occur before a certain action or conclusion 
can occur. The statement may or may not reflect reality (i.e. it could be hypothetical). Key 
word is if (e.g. “IF you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart” 3:14).

Observation Task 2: List 2-3 primary themes  you see in the passage each week.  

 A primary theme is the big idea, the central truth or command that the passage focuses 

on, such as “doer of the word” in 1:19-27. After reading the passage, write your themes as single 
words or short phrases. Identifying these themes at the beginning of your study will help you 
develop a good overall grasp of the passage.

Observation Task 3: Write two or more observations per verse. 
 Our observations might identify people, places, or events, point out repeated words 

or key terms, record important connections between words and sentences, or even point out 
something missing that we expected to see.

Observation Task 4:record your own interpretive questions. 
 Here are a few examples:
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WHAT is the...
  ...meaning of this word?
  ...significance of this phrase?
  ...implication of this statement?
  ...relationship between these 
     phrases?

WHY did James...
  ...choose this word?
  ...include this phrase, statement, 
     or command?
  ...connect these ideas?
  ...not say ______? 

WHO is...
  ...James talking about?
  ...accomplishing the action?
  ...benefiting from the action?

HOW... 
  ...was this action accomplished?
  ...will this situation occur?



INTerPreT: What does it mean?

82

Our observation of a passage should stir interesting yet challenging questions, leading us to 
the second stage of our Bible study, interpretation. Fortunately, we do not have to run to a 
commentary or study Bible for answers (though these are helpful tools to check our conclusions). 
Use the following six methods, as needed, to tackle a variety of questions. Also, make sure to 
familiarize yourself with the three “Principles of Interpretation” that appear in the Appendix on 
page 85.

Interpretation method 1: use the context. 
 Look for important clues in the sentences and paragraphs that come before and after the 
verse in question. Try to follow James’ flow of thought through the whole chapter. This may take 
you to the previous lesson, so have it handy as a review.  You may need to read ahead in James for 
clues. 

Interpretation method 2:Compare multiple translations. 
 This packet uses the New American Standard (nASB) translation. You can often find 
helpful interpretive clues by comparing this translation with other translations. The New 
King James Version (nKJv), like the NASB, is a fairly word-for-word translation of the Greek 
text. The New International Version (niv) and the New Revised Standard Version (nrSv) are 
excellent phrase-to-phrase translations of the Greek and are thus often easier to read. Another 
excellent phrase-to-phrase Bible, which includes extensive translation notes, is the New English 
Translation (net) available online for free at www.bible.org. You can find and compare 
numerous translations of any Bible passage at www.biblestudytools.net.

Interpretation method 3: Look up key words. 
 While looking up a key word in English is helpful, doing so in Greek is far better and is 
surprisingly easy, thanks to the internet. Simply log onto www.biblestudytools.net, and as an 
example, type in “James 2” in the “search for:” box, set the “using:” box to “NAS with Strong’s 
Numbers” and click “Find.” All of James 2 will appear on the screen with most of the words 
highlighted in blue. Clicking on any of these will bring up a new screen that will explain the Greek 
word used here, its possible definitions, and the total number of times it is used in each book of 
the New Testament (NT). Click on any of the other NT books (under the title “NAS Verse Count”) 
and get a display of every verse in that book that uses this Greek word. 

Interpretation method 4: Study cross-references (Xrefs). 
 XRefs are simply other passages in the Bible that are somehow related to the verses you 
are studying. They often prove incredibly helpful as we seek to understand our passage. You 
can find a few XRefs in the margins of most Bibles, but you can find many more by logging 
onto another helpful website: net.bible.org. In the top left of the screen under “Display Bible,” 
choose “James,” then the chapter you are interested in, and then click “Go.” A new screen will 
appear with the NET Bible translation of the chapter you requested. Click the “XRef” tab at the 
top of the screen, and this will take you to an extensive list of XRefs for every verse in this chapter 
based on the classic book The Treasury of Scripture Knowledge. Clicking any of these will bring up 
the single verse, but you can then click “context” to see the verse in the midst of its surrounding 
context. 
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Interpretation method 5: Look up background information. 
 You can find helpful insights by looking up confusing names or words in a Bible dictionary 
or by looking up the particular verses you are studying in a background commentary. One of 
the best dictionaries is The New Bible Dictionary by Wood & Marshall, but you can also find the 
older Int’l Standard Bible Dictionary [ISBE] online for free (net.bible.org/dictionary.php). The 
IVP Bible Background Commentary by Craig Keener is an excellent example of a verse-by-verse 
background commentary.

Interpretation method 6: tackle tough questions step-by-step. 
 When trying to answer the most challenging questions, follow this four-step process: 
(1) LisT ALL THe OPTiONs. Always start by brainstorming every possible answer to your 
question.  (2) LisT PROs AND CONs fOR eACH OPTiON. See all the evidence you can find 
that either argues for or against a particular option. This evidence comes from your study of key 
words, the grammar of the sentence, the context of surrounding verses and the book as a whole, 
cross references to other books, and comparison with your overall understanding of Christian 
theology. (3) CHOOse THe mOsT LiKeLY OPTiON. Look at your evidence for each option. 
Typically, evidence from the immediate context is most important, followed closely by evidence 
from the book as a whole. Evidence from other books of the Bible, or from Christian theology 
as a whole, does not carry quite as much weight unless the solution contradicts a clear passage 
elsewhere or a major tenant of Christian doctrine. In that case, since Scripture never lies and God 
cannot contradict Himself, you must eliminate that option. (4) DeCiDe ON YOUR CeRTAiNTY 
LeVeL. Once you have chosen the best solution, step back for a second and humbly gauge how 
certain you are of its accuracy (90% = I am very sure this is correct ... 60% = This solution is just 
a bit more likely than the others!). Finally, talk with others and check commentaries or reference 
books to see what solutions they have chosen and why. 
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aPPLy: How does it work?
Our Bible study is not over until we apply what we have learned to our everyday lives. And lest we 
underestimate the value of this last step, remember that in God’s eyes it is the person who does 
not just know His Word, but also obeys His Word that truly loves Him (See John 14:21). So how 
do we apply a passage to our lives? Application involves the following two tasks: 

application Task 1: List potential principles from your passage. 
 A “principle” is simply a fact or command stated or implied in a particular passage that is 
practically relevant to our lives. Legitimate principles are not specific to a particular person (e.g. 
1 Timothy 5:23 is just for Timothy) nor a particular time (e.g. “do not leave Jerusalem” in Acts 
1:4). An example from James 1 would be, “We can find wisdom from God if we simply ask Him in 
faith (James 1:5).” It is often helpful when listing principles to consider the following questions:

Is there something to worship or thank God for? p

Is there a promise for me to claim or a truth for me to believe? p

Is there something I am convicted about that I need to change or begin doing? p

Is there something or someone I need to pray for specifically this week? p

Is there any relationship I need to work on? p

application Task 2: Choose one principle, and create a plan to apply it to your 
life this week. 
 Once you complete your principle list, prayerfully choose the one principle you most need 
to work on (Do not just choose the easiest to apply!). If you felt deeply convicted about one in 
particular, that is probably the principle God is leading you to apply. Once you have chosen a 
specific principle, answer these two questions:

What  p exactly will I do differently this week to apply this principle to my life (Be specific)?

Whom, other than the Lord, will I ask to help me follow through with this application? p
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1) Principles of Interpretation

Principle #1 - Your goal is to discern the author’s intended meaning to the original audi-
ence. Unfortunately, most people begin their Bible study by asking, “What does this passage mean 
to me?” While there may be multiple possible applications to my life, there is only one meaning, the 
author’s intended meaning; and we must first seek this out. This involves three important steps. 

Always 1. start your study with prayer, asking the same God who composed Scripture 
through these ancient authors to give you insight to understand His intended meaning. 

Be very careful to 2. avoid reading your 21st century circumstances and theological is-
sues into the text as they will skew your understanding.

Work diligently to see the text 3. from the point of view of the original readers. To do this: 
[a] dig into the historical and cultural background using Bible dictionaries and commentaries, 
and [b] spend a few moments thinking about the original audience’s religious understanding 
by asking - What books of the Bible did they have access to? What did they know about God? 
about Jesus? about salvation? etc.

Principle #2 - Assume a “normal” use of language. The Bible was given to us because God 
desired to communicate with us, not to hide Himself from us. Therefore, we should not be look-
ing for “hidden” meanings as we study. Instead, we should use the “normal” techniques we would 
use to understand any piece of literature:

1. study the grammar. Yes, most of us hated grammar in junior high, but it really is helpful for 
understanding Scripture! Pay attention to nouns, verbs, adjectives, and prepositions. Think 
through any figures of speech. Observe how phrases and clauses are connected into sentenc-
es and how sentences are linked together into paragraphs.

2. Remember that chapters came later. When Paul wrote Corinthians or Luke wrote the book 
of Acts, they wrote single, unified stories without verse or chapter divisions. These books 
were meant to be read just like you would read a letter or a novel. Always keep the overall 
story in mind as you study each passage.

Principle #3 - Let Scripture interpret Scripture. Since God is unchangingly truthful and 
always consistent (John 17:17; Hebrews 3:6; James 1:17), we can, and should, expect the same 
of His Word. This has two practical applications:

1. Check your conclusions. Always compare your conclusions with the teachings of Scripture 
as a whole. If you find that your interpretation of a passage contradicts the clear teaching of 
Scripture elsewhere, you probably need to revise your conclusions. 

2. Allow clear passages to illuminate ambiguous passages. Whenever you encounter a pas-
sage that is confusing or open to multiple possible interpretations, use clearer passages of 
Scripture to guide you to the correct interpretation. 

One last caution - remember that God revealed Scripture progressively, not all at once. There-
fore, we should not be surprised by differences between how people related to and understood 
God at different times in the history of Scripture. For example, while Abraham needed only be-
lieve that God was faithful in order to be justified (Genesis 15:6), in the NT era, we must believe 
in Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection to be saved (1 Corinthians 15:1-7).
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2) Bonus Skill: Creating Lists
 This skill involves identifying a key word, subject, person, place, or event in the passage 
and then listing every fact given about that word. For example, if you made a list of the “God” 
from 2 Timothy 1, it might look like this:

 God...
1. made Paul an apostle by His will (v1).
2. gives grace, mercy and peace (v2).
3. is the Father (v2).
4. is thanked and served (v3).
5. gives gifts (v6).
6. doesn’t give spirit of timidity (v7).
7. gives spirit of power, love, and sound mind (v7).
8. gives power for suffering (v9).
9. saved us (v9).
10. called us (v9).

 As you read this list, what jumps out at you? Perhaps you see that “God gives” is mentioned 
five times in this list. What a gracious and loving God we serve! You have discovered one of the 
characteristics of God: His generous grace toward men. By creating these lists, you will begin to 
see patterns of truth that you will want to study further. For example, this list on God may lead 
you to do a word study on “give” or find all the other references in Paul’s epistles to God’s giving 
nature. Furthermore, this list can now be used for meditation, to praise and worship God, to 
encourage others, and to proclaim the character of God to the lost.

 One word of caution about lists, however. Just because you are able to create a list centered 
on a key word, such as “God” in 2 Timothy 1, does not mean that Paul’s main point in the passage 
is to talk about that key word. Paul’s emphasis in 2 Timothy 1, in fact, is not to discuss attributes 
about God; it is to encourage Timothy to press on in the ministry of the gospel. Make sure that 
before you create any lists you complete the initial processes of observation: list themes, mark 
up the text, and record your most significant observations. However, after these initial tasks, 
creating lists is a great way to deepen your study of a passage!
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3) Discipleship resources
 One of the predominant themes throughout the book of James is the outward display of 
good works in our lives. It is important that we know the truth of the Bible and that our lives 
would more and more begin to reflect Jesus Christ. Spiritual growth clearly involves study of 
God’s word, but it also involves transformation of our character and life. This process is often 
called “discipleship” and refers to an intentional relationship between a mature believer and a 
younger believer where the former trains the latter towards the goal of spiritual maturity. Paul’s 
discipleship of Timothy (and Titus as well) is one the greatest examples we have of this process in 
all of Scripture. And like Paul, we too can make a lasting impact for God’s kingdom by spiritually 
reproducing ourselves in the lives of others. 

 Going through this Bible study was one of the best steps you could take to prepare you to 
disciple someone else because now you know how to explain and defend key biblical truths like 
the gospel, spiritual leadership, grace, and salvation. Just as important, you have now learned 
and practiced the basic method of Bible study - survey, observe, interpret, apply, synthesize. 
These are key steps towards spiritual maturity that you can now pass on to others!

 But where can you go from here to learn more about spiritual multiplication? Here are a 
few helpful resources:

The master Plan of evangelism p  by robert Coleman
This is a highly motivational analysis of Jesus’ own principles of evangelism and 
discipleship.

The Lost Art of Disciple making p  by Leroy eims
This very practical resource will give you a detailed structure to follow and great content 
to cover as you begin to disciple a new believer.

A survey of Bible Doctrine p  by Charles ryrie 
This is not a book about discipleship. It is, instead, an easy-to-read, relatively short 
systematic theology primer that you can walk a new believer through to ground them in 
the faith.

essentials of the faith p  by grace Bible Church, CS tX
This small group Bible study packet walks a new believer through the fundamental truths 
and practices of the Christian faith in ten self-paced lessons.
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