
2 TIMOTHY 1:15-2:13 - ENDURANCE 
 
Setting 

• Paul to Timothy, last words during 2nd Roman imprisonment 64-65 A.D. 
• Paul calls on his young coworker to continue the fight of faith, even as Paul approaches 

the end of his own life. 
• A bold, clear call for perseverance in the gospel in the midst of suffering. 
• Key themes: suffering, power of gospel in Spirit, boldly use gift, power of Scriptures  

 
Review: 1 Tim 1:1-14 

• Exhortation to continue in faith, use gift without fear, rely on power of Spirit. 
• Boldly testify of the gospel and suffer with endurance. 
• Gospel is power of God for salvation through grace given in Christ, who destroyed death 

and brought life. 
• Guard the deposit of the gospel message as a stewardship. 
• Follow Paul’s pattern of sound doctrine, faith, and love. 

 
1:15-2:13: Endurance 

Study Skill—Paraphrasing 
Paraphrasing—putting a passage into your own words—can help you to understand it. 

God's grace makes possible the rest of what Paul urges in 2:1-13. Paraphrase the process he 
describes in 2:2. 

a. How did Timothy learn to be a Christian leader? 

1:5; 3:14-15 

1:2, 13; 2:2; 3:10 

    b. In what ways does Timothy's training reflect the process in 2:2? 

Summarize how Paul's exhortation to endure hardship and his three examples (2:3-7) relate to 
his instruction in 2:2? 
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Study Skill—Similes and Metaphors 
Paul urges Timothy to "endure hardship with us" (2:3), and then uses three similes to motivate 
his beloved son. What point is Paul making about Timothy's work with each of his three similes? 

To answer, first describe the characteristics Paul says make a soldier, athlete, and farmer 
effective. Then explain how those characteristics apply to the Christian servant. 

characteristic application 

soldier (2:4)  

athlete (2:5)  

farmer (2:6)  

Choose one of Paul's three similes in 2:4-6. How does its lesson apply to you in your service to 
God? 

Applications 
What kinds of "civilian affairs" (2:4) can "entangle" (RSV) a Christian? How can we avoid 

such entanglements? 

 

 

Where are you in the process Paul describes in 2:2? (For example, are you just learning to 
understand Paul's gospel? Are you ready to begin entrusting some of what you know to 
others? Could you train someone else to teach what you know?) What might be your next step 
toward becoming a well-grounded believer, qualified to proclaim the gospel and train others 
to do so? 

Scan all the reasons Paul gives to endure in 2:1-13, what motivates you most to endure in serving 
Christ? 
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