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LESSON ONE 

OVERVIEW 

Second Timothy is at once two extraordinary things: it is the last preserved words of one of the 
Church's greatest men; and it is God's Word to us, revealing who He is, who we are in Him, and 
what He desires from us. For the moment, take it as a letter from a man to his trusted friend. 
Approach it as you would a letter to yourself, not stopping to wrestle with individual phrases, but 
looking for the overall message. 

First impressions 
1.  Read 2 Timothy at one sitting. How would you describe the mood (tone, emotion) Paul 

conveys? In other words, what seem to be Paul's attitudes or feelings toward his subject 
matter and toward Timothy? (Is Paul formal, intimate, angry, joyful...?) If you think his 
mood changes, note where and how it changes. 

2.  Repetition is a clue to the ideas that are most important in a book. What words and ideas 
are repeated in each of the following sets of verses? 

1:3-6 

1:8, 12; 2:3, 9; 3:11-12 

1:8, 12, 16 

1:11; 2:2; 3:10, 16; 4:2 

other 

Study Skill—Cross-references 
  
Other passages of Scripture can often shed light on the passage you are studying. These other 
passages are called cross-references. 

3.  What background information do you learn from the following verses concerning... 

Timothy (1:5, 3:15)? 

how Paul feels about Timothy (1:2; 4:21)? 
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Paul's circumstances (1:8, 12, 15-18; 4:6-18)? 

Paul's feelings about Timothy, as shown in an earlier letter to a church (Phil. 2:19-22)? 

Broad outline 
If your impression of 2 Timothy is vague after one reading, a broad outline can help sharpen it. 

Study Skill—Different Versions 
  
The more times you read a book of the Bible, the better your understanding of it will be. Reading 
a different translation can help you notice new things and can make a confusing passage clearer. 

4.  Reread 2 Timothy, preferably in a different version. This time, think of a short phrase or 
sentence that can serve as a title for each paragraph. It may help you to include key words 
from the paragraph. Write your title below. 

(There is no one right answer; the first title is given as an example. Your Bible's 
paragraph divisions may differ, so feel free to alter those given here.) 

1:1-2 Apostle to Son 

1:3-18 

2:1-13 

2:14-26 

3:1-9 

3:10-17 

4:1-8 

4:9-18 

4:19-22 

Theme/purpose 
People usually write letters in response to a particular situation in their own or their readers' 
lives. They normally have reasons for choosing the topics they cover in their letters. Although it 
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is often not possible to reconstruct the exact circumstances that prompted a letter, any insight in 
this area will help us to understand the writer's message. 

Our own purpose for studying the letter will often differ from its original purpose, but how 
we understand and apply a writer's words should be influenced by how he and the Holy Spirit 
meant them to be understood and applied in the first century. 

5.  From your first readings of 2 Timothy, what seem to be Paul's chief aims in writing this 
letter? 

6.  If you have not already done so, read the historical background. If you feel that additional 
background information would help you to better interpret Paul's letter, you might write 
down your questions here. Some of your questions may be answered later in this study 
guide. The sources in Study Aids may help you answer others. 

7.  Your overview of 2 Timothy may have suggested questions you'd like answered as you go 
deeper into the book. If so, jot them down now while your thoughts are still fresh. Your 
questions can serve as personal objectives for your further investigation of the letter. 

Study Skill—Application 
  
The last step of Bible study is asking yourself, "What difference should this passage make in my 
life? How should it make me want to think or act?" Application will require time, thought, 
prayer, and perhaps even discussion with another person. 

At times, you may find it most productive concentrate on one specific application, giving it 
careful thought and prayer. At other times you may want to list many implications a passage of 
Scripture has for your life, and then choose one to concentrate on for prayer and action. Use 
whatever method helps you to remember application when you finish your study time. 

8.  From what you have read so far, do Paul's words seem to apply to any areas of your life? If 
so, what are some of those areas? 
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 LESSON TWO 

2 Timothy 1:1-14 
Unashamed 

Topics:  Guard what I have entrusted to him, Apostle, Unashamed 

Ever since he became a Christian, Timothy has been devoted to his mentor Paul. Now the mentor 
is chained in prison, and the young man faces a flock of immature Christians and a barrage of 
opposition on his own. On his own? Paul couldn't be with Timothy, but he knew what a fearful 
leader needed to hear. 

Read 1:1-14 carefully, alert to the emotions Paul conveys. Look for the overall theme or 
message of the passage. 

Study Skill—Connecting Words 
  
Connecting words are clues to the logic in a passage. Connectives may show... 

Time: after, as, before, then, until, when, while; 
Place: where; 
Reason: because, for, since; 
Result: so, then, therefore, thus; 
Purpose: in order that, so that; 
Contrast: although, but, much more, nevertheless, otherwise, yet; 
Comparison: also, as, as... so, just as... so, likewise, so also; 
Source: by means of, from, through. 

1.  In the left column, list each instruction Paul gives Timothy in 1:1-14. Then, in the right 
column, summarize each resource or reason he gives for obeying the instruction. 

instruction resource/reason 
1:6 ... For this reason... (1:5-

6) 

  through... (1:6) 

  for... (1:7) 

1:8 by... (1:8; RSV in) 

1:8 who... (1:9-10) 
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1:13 that... (1:14) 

1:14 with... (1:14) 

Apostle (1:1, 11). Literally, "one who is sent"—a messenger, proxy, ambassador. In Jewish law, 
this was the shaliach, "a person acting with full authority for another" in a business or legal 
transaction.[1534] 

The early Church recognized certain men who had seen the risen Jesus as apostles—the 
leaders with highest authority regarding doctrine and policy. (See Acts 1:1-8; Acts 6:1-6; 
Galatians 2:7-10.) 

  
2.  a. What is "the gift of God, which is in you" (1:6)? See 1:5, 7. 

b. What does it mean to fan this gift into flame (kindle it afresh; 1:6)? See 1:8. 

3.  In 1:9-10, Paul outlines the gospel he has received from God and entrusted to Timothy. 
What key points does Paul mention? (Look for at least six.) 

4.  Why is it crucial that God "saved" and "called" us not because of anything we have done 
(1:9)? (Optional: See Ephes. 2:7-10; Titus 3:5.) 

5.  a. How does Paul explain "the promise of life" (1:1) in 1:10? 

b. This promise was important to Paul as he faced execution in Rome. Why is it important 
for you to focus on this promise? 

Guard what I have entrusted to him (1:12). This phrase is more literally, "guard the deposit of 
me," and so it could mean either the deposit Paul has entrusted to God or the deposit God has 
entrusted to Paul. 
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If interpreted in the second way, the phrase means that God will guard the message He 
has given Paul, even if Paul falters or if the Church is persecuted. "Deposit" has this 
meaning—the gospel entrusted to Paul and Timothy—in 1 Tim. 6:20 and 2 Tim. 1:14.[1535] 

However, NIV and NASB think Paul would probably not have said "my deposit" in Greek 
if he had meant "the deposit given to me." Therefore, NIV and NASB interpret Paul to mean 
"the deposit of my soul (or salvation) that I have given to Him." 

  
6.  a. In 1:12-14, Paul tells Timothy God's responsibility and man's. What deposit is God 

supposed to guard (1:12)? 

b. What good deposit (NASB: "treasure") is Timothy supposed to guard (1:14)? 

7.  Paul tells Timothy to guard a treasure/deposit (1:14) and rekindle God's gift (1:6). Do you 
think you have been entrusted with any deposit? If so, what might it be? 

8.  a. Why might a modern Christian be tempted to be timid toward testifying about Jesus? 

b. How might the gift named in 1:7 enable a timid Christian to join in testifying and 
suffering (1:8)? 

9.  a. Of all that Paul says in 1:1-14, does anything encourage you to dare to fan the flame of 
your faith into greater exercise? If so, what encourages you? 

b. Is there any way you might act on this insight during the coming week? Does this 
insight prompt you to talk to God about anything? Describe any prayer or action you 
might pursue. 

10. Reread 1:3-14. How would you summarize Paul's message in this passage? 
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Study Skill—Outlining 
  
One way to grasp the train of thought in a passage is to outline it. Your outline can be as brief or 
thorough as you find helpful. You might follow these steps to outline 2 Tim. 1:1-18: 

1. Divide the passage into main sections, such as 1:1-2; 1:3-14; and 1:15-18. Try to see 
where Paul's train of thought shifts. 

2. If necessary, divide the main sections into paragraphs. For instance, you might feel that 
1:3-7; 1:8-12; and 1:13-14 are logical paragraphs. (Many Bibles suggest paragraphs for you.) 

3. In a short phrase or sentence, summarize what Paul is saying in each paragraph. Try to 
follow his logic from paragraph to paragraph. 

4. Summarize each main section. A summary of 1:3-14 should show the train of thought 
through its three paragraphs. 

11. If you have any questions about 1:1-14—about what something means or how it applies to 
you, for instance—write your questions here. 
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 LESSON THREE 

2 Timothy 1:15-2:13 
Endurance 

Topics:  Endure, Endure hardship, Grace, Endurance 

Paul gives Timothy no illusions that his Christian life should be easy or glamorous. Exhortations 
to "be strong" and "endure" punctuate 2:1-13, and the soldier, athlete, and farmer are suitable 
images of hard work. Still, Paul doesn't leave Timothy focusing on the work; the attitude, the 
purpose, and the future reward of devotion are as important as the work itself. 

Study Skill—What's the Point? 
  
In lesson two, you summarized 1:3-14 after studying it in detail. However, it can also help to 
look for a passage's main message before you study it in detail. 

The key question here is, "What's the point?" [1536] That is, 1) What is Paul talking about in this 
passage; and 2) Why is he saying it here (What does it have to do with what comes before and 
after)? In 2:1-13, for instance, Paul is not making random statements about Christ and 
Christianity. He has chosen what he says to make a point. 

1.  Read 2:1-13 several times. As you begin your study, what seems to be Paul's overall point 
in this passage? 

2.  In 1:15-18, Paul describes the actions of some Christians. Many have deserted him, but 
Onesiphorus has remained committed to Paul. Why do you think Paul inserted these 
comments and prayers between 1:1-14 and 2:1-13? 

Grace (2:1). God's unmerited favor toward mankind, especially in 1) the gift of His Son to take 
away our sins and reconcile us to God (Romans 3:23-24; Romans 5:1-21), and 2) the daily 
provision of the Holy Spirit's power for those who are united "in Christ Jesus" (Romans 8:1-
17). This power enables us to remain in Christ, to do what He desires, and to become the 
people He desires. 

  
3.  Fulfilling the commission Paul describes in 2:2-13 takes supernatural strength—grace from 

God in Christ Jesus (2:1). 
How does God's servant appropriate His grace? 

Study Skill—Paraphrasing 
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Paraphrasing—putting a passage into your own words—can help you to understand it. 

4.  God's grace makes possible the rest of what Paul urges in 2:1-13. Paraphrase the process he 
describes in 2:2. 

5.  a. How did Timothy learn to be a Christian leader? 

1:5; 3:14-15 

1:2, 13; 2:2; 3:10 

b. In what ways does Timothy's training reflect the process in 2:2? 

Endure hardship (2:3). RSV reads, "share in suffering," and NASB says, "suffer hardship." A 
related Greek verb (sunkokopatheo) is translated "suffer" in 1:8 and 2:9. 

Endure (2:10, 12). Unlike sunkokopatheo, this word hypomeno stresses the attitude of 
patient endurance rather than the suffering being endured.[1537] Taken together, the two words 
express the treatment Christians should expect and the character with which they should 
respond. 

  
6.  How do Paul's exhortation to endure hardship and his three examples (2:3-7) relate to his 

instruction in 2:2? 

Study Skill—Similes and Metaphors 
  
A simile is a figure of speech that uses "like" or "as" for comparison; "like a good soldier of 
Christ Jesus" is a simile. A metaphor sheds light on something by referring to it as something 
else—"All the world's a stage"—in order to imply a comparison between the two (usually 
dissimilar) things. 

Timothy is not a literal soldier or athlete, but the comparisons teach some key truths, if not 
taken too far. For instance, "a soldier of Christ Jesus" does not fight or kill unbelievers. 

7.  Paul urges Timothy to "endure hardship with us" (2:3), and then uses three similes to 
motivate his beloved son. What point is Paul making about Timothy's work with each of 
his three similes? 

To answer, first describe the characteristics Paul says make a soldier, athlete, and 
farmer effective. Then explain how those characteristics apply to the Christian servant. 

characteristic application 
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soldier (2:4)   

athlete (2:5)   

farmer (2:6)   

8.  Choose one of Paul's three similes in 2:4-6. How does its lesson apply to you in your 
service to God? 

9.  a. Paul's own example should also motivate Timothy. How would you describe Paul's 
attitude toward circumstances in 2:9-10? 

b. According to these verses, what convictions enable and motivate Paul to have this 
attitude? 

10. How should Christ's character, actions, and promises encourage Timothy (2:8, 11-13)? 

11. a. Where are you in the process Paul describes in 2:2? (For example, are you just learning 
to understand Paul's gospel? Are you ready to begin entrusting some of what you know 
to others? Could you train someone else to teach what you know?) 

b. What might be your next step toward becoming a well-grounded believer, qualified to 
proclaim the gospel and train others to do so? 

12. In 2:1-13, what motivates you most to endure in serving Christ? 
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13. After studying the passage more closely, what do you now think is Paul's overall message 
in 2:1-13? (Look at questions 1, 2, 4, and 6, and consider how 2:1-13 relates to 1:1-18.) 

14. List any questions you have about anything in 2:1-13. 
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 LESSON FOUR 

2 Timothy 2:14-26 
A Workman Approved 
Topics:  Sealed with this inscription, That the resurrection has already taken place, 

Workman Approved 

So far, Paul has exhorted Timothy to guard the truth about Jesus that was entrusted to him (1:14), 
testify unashamedly to the truth about Jesus (1:8), entrust the truth to others who will pass it on 
(2:2), and endure suffering as he does all this (2:3). Paul has given reasons for perseverance in 
the face of fear and shame from hardship and rejection (1:5-2:13). The gift of God has been a 
theme (1:6-7; 2:1). 

Now Paul turns to another problem Timothy must face—falsehood. As always, he focuses on 
the character of his dear son. As you read 2:14-26, consider how much of what Paul says is 
relevant to Christians who are not church leaders. 

1.  What seems to be Paul's overall point in 2:14-26? 

2.  Give one example of "quarreling about words" (2:14), "godless chatter" (2:16), or "ignorant 
speculations" (2:23 NASB) from your own experience. 

3.  According to 2:14, 16, 23, why should Christians avoid ignorant speculations and quarrels 
about words? 

4.  How should a Christian respond to foolish arguments? 

2:15 

2:16, 23 

2:21-22 

2:24-25 

5.  a. What does it mean to "correctly handle the word of truth" (2:15)? 
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b. Name at least one step you could take to become better at handling the word of truth. 

6.  What attitude does Paul want Timothy to have toward those who oppose him (2:24-26)? 

7.  a. Why is it often hard to be kind, patient, unresentful, and gentle with quarrelsome people? 

b. How might you cultivate these attitudes toward others? 

That the resurrection has already taken place (2:18). Corinth also struggled with teachers who 
said that Christians experienced only a spiritual, not a physical, resurrection. Like Paul, they 
taught that a person died to sin, the old self, and the law, and was spiritually resurrected when 
he accepted Jesus as his Lord (Romans 6:2-11; Romans 7:4, 6). However, unlike Paul, they 
denied that a person would be resurrected as a whole—body, soul, and spirit—when Christ 
returns to judge the world. Paul wrote 1 Cor. 15 to refute this teaching. He insisted that the 
hope of bodily resurrection and eternal life is at the core of the Christian faith (1 Cor. 15:19). 

Sealed with this inscription (2:19). "Having this seal" in NASB. Paul may be alluding to "the 
ancient practice of engraving inscriptions on buildings to indicate their purpose." [1538] Paul 
likes to portray the Church as a building (1 Cor. 3:9-17; Ephes. 2:19-22). Or, he may be 
speaking of the seal on a document that indicates "ownership, security, and authenticity." [1539] 

  
8.  Even though chatter leads to foolish teaching and immorality, what confidence can a 

Christian leader have (2:19)? 

9.  a. What is Paul's point in 2:20-22? 

b. What does this point have to do with 2:16-19 and 2:23-26? 
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10. Paul speaks of fleeing evil desires (verse 22) in the context of avoiding arguments and 
being prepared to counter false teachers in a godly manner. Can you think of any evil 
desires that might interfere with a person's effort to act as in 2:24-26? 

11. How would you summarize 2:14-26? 

12. Is there any area of your life that you would like to concentrate on for growth in light of 
2:14-26? You might review your answers to questions 5 and 7b, or choose some other 
insight that motivates you. What prayer or action are you motivated to pursue? 

13. List any questions you have about 2:14-26. 
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LESSON FIVE 

2 Timothy 3:1-9 
Rejecters of Truth 
Topics:  Jannes and Jambres, Loaded down with sins, Godliness, Rejecters of Truth 

In chapter 3, Paul advises Timothy on how to act in the "last days" as though Timothy will see 
them: "Have nothing to do with" the depraved religionists who will be abroad in those days 
(verse 5). Indeed, the Roman Empire was as full of such people as our world is, for the last days 
began at Jesus' first coming and will culminate at His return. For nineteen hundred years the 
Church has found the urgency in Paul's words relevant to current events. 

1.  Read 3:1-9. What is Paul trying to impress upon Timothy in this passage? 

2.  What does this warning have to do with chapter 2? (You summarized 2:14-26 in lesson 
four.) 

3.  The first two vices of verse 2 and the last one of verse 4 all point to the deluders' chief 
error: wrong love that corrupts potentially good things. 

a. What should they love (verse 4)? 

b. What do they love (verses 2, 4)? 

c. How do people commit this error today? 

Study Skill—Lists of Words 
  
It's easy to skim over lists of traits like 3:2-4, getting a general impression of wickedness. We 
may feel that Paul is describing an especially depraved person, that we already know what such a 
person is like, and that the description doesn't apply to us. However, we can learn a lot about 
what we ourselves are like and what God desires us to be if we take time to ponder what these 
vices really mean. We can look up each word in a dictionary or compare how different Bible 
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versions translate each word, and then write down a definition for each word or write down a 
word that means the opposite. Then we can ask ourselves whether we ever display such traits. 

What to do when we fell convicted of having one of these traits is a deep subject. Prayer and 
reliance on God's Spirit to transform us internally are our chief tasks (1 John 1:8-10; Ephes. 
3:16-19). But we also have a daily struggle to choose to agree with the Spirit (Romans 8:5-8; 
Ephes. 4:22-24). 

4.  For each of those vices in 2 Tim. 3:2-4, write down a word or phrase that describes its 
opposite, the trait a Christian should have. 

boastful (RSV: proud) 

proud (RSV: arrogant) 

abusive (NASB: revilers) 

disobedient to parents 

ungrateful 

unholy 

unloving (RSV: inhuman, without natural affection) 

unforgiving (RSV: implacable, NASB: irreconcilable) 

slanderous (NASB: malicious gossips) 

without self-control (RSV: profligate) 

brutal (RSV: fierce) 

haters of good things and people 

treacherous 

rash (RSV: reckless) 
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conceited 

Godliness (verse 5). "... a personal attitude toward God that results in actions that are pleasing to 
God." "Devotion in action." [1540] 

  
5.  What is the power of godliness (verse 5)? 

6.  What does "having a form of godliness but denying its power" (verse 5) tell you about the 
kind of religion the depraved ones practice? 

7.  These people make their livings by exploiting the weaknesses of a certain kind of woman. 
Verses 6-7 describe such a woman's character. How would you paraphrase that 
description? 

weak-willed 

loaded down with sins 

swayed by all kinds of evil desires 

always learning but never able to acknowledge the truth 

Loaded down with sins (verse 6). This may mean that the women are so "overwhelmed in their 
consciences" that they clutch at any solution a clever person promises. They desperately want 
to be rid of guilt.[1541] 

Jannes and Jambres (3:8). According to Jewish commentaries of Paul's day, Jannes and 
Jambres were two of Pharoah's magicians who opposed Moses (Exodus 7:11).[1542] 

  
8.  In what sense do men like those described in 2 Tim. 2:16-18 and 2 Tim. 3:1-9 "oppose the 

truth" (3:8)? 

9.  a. Does 3:1-9 offer any warnings you think you should take to heart? If so, what are those 
warnings? 
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b. Is there anything you plan to do, or ask God to do, about the warnings you have named? 

10. List any questions you have about 3:1-9. 
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 LESSON SIX 

2 Timothy 3:10-17 
Timothy's Guides 

Topics:  God-breathed, All Scripture, What kinds of things happened to me in 
Antioch..., Timothy’s Guides 

In the last days between Christ's first and second comings, depraved people are going to be busy. 
But Timothy and all Christians like him have every resource they need to stand for Christ against 
wickedness. As you read 3:10-17, look for the guides God has given us so that we can serve Him 
in difficult times. 

1.  Paul makes a series of "but" and "however" statements in 3:9-15. For instance, wicked men 
will try to cause trouble (3:1-8) but God will frustrate their aims (3:9). In 3:10-15 he goes 
on to contrast Timothy with the wicked men. What does Paul say? 

But you (verses 10-11) 

But they (verse 13) 

But you (verses 14-15) 

2.  What seems to be Paul's overall aim in 3:10-17? 

What kinds of things happened to me in Antioch... (verse 11). Paul refers to what he endured in 
his early days as a missionary. Timothy probably met Paul when the apostle first arrived in 
Lystra (Acts 14:8-23). Some Jews had already run Paul and Barnabas out of Pisidian Antioch 
and Iconium for preaching about Jesus (Acts 13:13-14:7), but Lystra warmly welcomed the 
missionaries until Jews from Antioch and Iconium arrived. The Jews persuaded the Lystrians 
to turn against Paul and Barnabas. Then the crowd stoned the men and dragged Paul's body 
outside the city, presuming he was dead. But Paul survived, and after spending some time in 
Derbe he returned to strengthen the disciples in Lystra. "We must go through many hardships 
to enter the kingdom of God," Paul reminded the Lystrian believers (Acts 14:22). These 
memories of when Timothy and Paul first met must have been fond and vivid for both men. 

  
3.  In 3:10-17, Paul reminds Timothy of two sets of memories from his youth that should 

sustain him when wicked people plague his ministry. What should Timothy remember? 

verses 10-11 

verses 14-17 
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4.  a. Why should Paul's words, lifestyle, goals, character, and experiences strengthen Timothy 
(3:10-11)? 

b. Has anyone served as this kind of example for you? If so, how has that person 
strengthened your service to God? 

c. Are you, or could you, model the Christian life for anyone as Paul did for Timothy? If 
so, for whom and how? 

5.  a. Second Timothy 3:12 says that a committed Christian can expect persecution. Why is 
this so? (See 2 Tim. 3:13; John 15:18-25. You might also see James 1:2-4; 1 Peter 1:6-
7.) 

b. Think about why Paul inserted 2 Tim. 3:12 into the middle of contrasting Timothy with 
the wicked men. What is the connection between these ideas? 

6.  Paul also wants Timothy to draw strength from what he has "learned and... become 
convinced of" (3:14). What is the difference between what you have learned and what you 
have become convinced of? 

7.  On what has Timothy based his personal convictions (3:15-17)? 

All Scripture (3:16). "Scripture" means God's revelation written down. In Paul's time, Christians 
unanimously agreed that the Old Testament was Scripture. In addition, collections of Jesus' 
acts and sayings were regarded as Scripture by various groups of Christians, and one or two 
of our current Gospels may have been composed. Also, Paul had written many letters 
recording the revelation he had received from God, and some people—possibly Paul 
himself—regarded his writings as Scripture (2 Peter 3:15-16). 
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Thus, the "sacred writings" that Timothy has known from his youth are the Old 
Testament, but the "Scripture" that is God-breathed includes both the Old and New 
Testaments.[1543] 

God-breathed (3:16). "Inspired by God" in NASB, RSV. The Greek word theopneustos is 
composed of theo, meaning "God," and pneustos, which refers to breathing, blowing, or 
sending forth one's spirit. In the Bible, the breath, wind, or Spirit of God is closely connected 
with His creative Word and inspired speaking (Genesis 1:2-3; 1 Kings 19:11-13; Acts 2:1-4). 
When God breathed His Spirit into men so that they might be His spokesmen (prophets, 
writers of Scripture), He did not take over their minds or wills, but somehow guided them to 
speak His truth as they gave Him their attention.[1545] 

  
8.  a. What does Paul mean by calling Scripture "God-breathed" (verse 16)? 

b. What are some of the implications of this fact for us? 

9.  a. Paul lists five ways in which "God-breathed" Scripture is useful to us (3:15-16). Explain 
each in your own words. 

giving "wisdom that leads to salvation" (NASB) 

teaching 

rebuking 

correcting 

training in righteousness 

b. What is the ultimate goal of using Scripture for these purposes (3:17)? 

10. Does anything Paul says about himself or Scripture encourage you in your current 
situation? If so, what encourages you? 
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11. What implications, if any, does 3:10-17 have for your teaching, way of life, purpose, faith, 
or character? 

12. Why does Paul stress the importance of Scripture in the context of warnings about 
misleading, immoral teachers? 

13. List any questions you have about 3:10-17. 
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LESSON SEVEN 

2 Timothy 4:1-8 
Passing the Mantle 

Topics:  Poured out like a drink offering, Encourage, Rebuke, Correct, Preach, 
Passing the Mantle 

When he left the world, Elijah gave his mantle to Elisha to signify that the young man who had 
served him would now succeed him as Israel's chief prophet (2 Kings 2:7-15). When a tired 
runner finishes his lap in a relay race, he passes the baton to a fresh runner and then goes to rest. 
Paul was not passing his apostolic status to Timothy, but he was passing on his task of guarding 
and spreading God's truth. As you read 4:1-8, sense Paul's emotion in his final charge to 
Timothy. 

1.  How does 4:1-8 relate to what Paul has been saying in chapters 1-3? 

2.  What does Paul urge in 4:2, 5? (List as many of his exhortations as you can.) 

3.  In 4:1, Paul gives an incentive for these exhortations. How is this verse an incentive? 

Preach (4:2). Declare as an ambassador would—sensitively, diplomatically, yet also firmly and 
authoritatively. 

Correct (4:2). This word has the sense of motivating the listener to confession or conviction of 
sin. 

Rebuke (4:2). A pronouncement of reproof or blame that requires humility and forgiveness, not 
condemnation (Mark 10:13, 48; Luke 17:3). 

Encourage (4:2). "Exhort" in NASB, RSV, KJV. To remind a person of previously taught 
knowledge in order to influence him to act upon it. Encouragement/exhortation addresses the 
intellect, will, and emotions. Its methods range from a gentle "you can do it" to an urgent "get 
moving!" The Greek verb parakaleo is related to the noun parakletos, the title given to the 
Holy Spirit in John 14:16. Parakaleo is literally "to be called alongside" to help someone. 

  
4.  Why must Timothy preach patiently and sometimes reprovingly (4:2-4)? 

5.  What strikes you as especially significant in Paul's instructions of 4:2-4? 
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Poured out like a drink offering (4:6). Along with the burnt offering of animal and grain, wine 
was poured around the base of the altar (Numbers 15:1-12; Numbers 28:7, 24). 

  
6.  Paul compares his Christian life to a fight and a race. What similarities do you see among 

these? 

7.  In 4:8, Paul returns to the same hope that he mentioned in 4:1. How is Paul's attitude in 4:6-
8 an encouragement for Timothy? 

8.  How would you summarize 4:1-8? 

9.  Which reasons in 4:1-8 most motivate you to serve with joy and endurance? 

10. a. In 4:2, 5 Paul exhorts Timothy in several areas. Is there one in which you would like to 
be more faithful? 

b. What steps might you take toward improving in this area? 

11. List any questions you have about 4:1-8. 
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LESSON EIGHT 

2 Timothy 4:9-22 and Review 
Personal Needs 

Topics:  Personal Needs 

In Paul's final words we get an intimate glimpse of the man's character, needs, and humanity. A 
warmly personal letter closes in that spirit, full of references to real people Paul and Timothy 
knew. 

1.  a. What do you learn about Paul's needs from 1:16-18 and 4:9-13, 16? 

b. Do you have similar needs? Does someone you know have these needs? If so, how 
might you help see that they are met? 

2.  What attitudes toward people and circumstances does Paul show in 4:16-18? 

Review 
3.  Reread all of 2 Timothy. It should be familiar to you by now, so you should be able to read 

rapidly, looking for threads that tie the book together. Pray for a fresh perspective on what 
God is saying. 

Also, review lesson one of this study, any outlines you made of 2 Timothy, and the 
summaries you made for each passage. This may sound like a lot of work, but it will help 
you remember what you've learned. Don't get bogged down, do what you can with the time 
and skills God has given you. 

Study Skill—Returning to the Purpose 
  
Many teachers of Bible study stress the importance of returning to the author's purpose after 
studying a book. J. I. Packer calls this the "spiral" approach to Bible study. Our view of the 
purpose often changes after a closer look. Even if our purpose for studying 2 Timothy is not the 
same as Paul's intent, his intent should affect how we interpret and apply what he says. 

4.  In lesson one, question 5, you said tentatively what you thought Paul's aims for this letter 
were. After closer study, how would you now summarize his main aims? 
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5.  With this purpose in mind, make up a brief outline of 2 Timothy. (Your summaries of the 
passages in lesson two, question 10; lesson three, question 13; lesson four, question 11; 
lesson five, question 2; lesson six, question 2; and lesson seven, question 8 may help you.) 

6.  What are the most important lessons you learned from 2 Timothy about. 

God's character 

the Christian life 

the character of a Christian leader 

the responsibilities of a Christian leader 

obstacles to healthy church growth 

reasons for godly leadership 

other 

7.  Review the questions you listed at the ends of lessons one through seven. Do any remain 
unanswered? If so, some of the sources in Study Aids may help. Or, you might study some 
particular passage with cross-references on your own. 

8.  Have you noticed any areas (thoughts, attitudes, opinions, behavior) in which you have 
changed as a result of studying 2 Timothy? If so, how have you changed? 

9.  Look back over the entire study at questions in which you expressed a desire to make some 
specific application. Are you satisfied with your follow-through? Pray about any of those 
areas that you think you should continue to pursue specifically. (Now that you have 
completed this study, perhaps something new has come to mind that you would like to 
concentrate on. If so, bring it before God in prayer as well.) Write any notes here. 
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