
STORY 
 

Everyone loves a good story. Many of our favorite movies and books are 

captivating stories that draw us in. Great plot, character development, good 

vs evil... reasons is that God created us for story, to be part of his larger 

story of what he is doing in history. 

 

God’s Story 

The grand plan of God throughout history summarized in four acts: 

creation, fall, redemption, and new creation. 

 Creation, Fall (this week), Redemption, New Creation (next week) 

 

My Story 

The elements of my salvation from eternity past, to conversion, to the 

present (sanctification), and looking forward to the future (glorification). Fits 

within the context of the broader story of God. 

Eternity Past—Union with Christ, Eternal plan for my salvation, 

Calling 

Conversion—Regeneration, Conversion (repent, faith), Justification, 

Adoption 

 Present, Future—Sanctification/Perseverance, Glorification 

 

Our Story 

My story is also our story. When we are saved, we become members of the 

family of God and pursue his purposes together as the church. 

Gospel made visible—God working his plan through his church, 

images/verses, body/bride/building 

Gospel together—community and church membership 

Gospel Images—baptism and communion, picturing and 

remembering 

  

God’s story—salvation history, My Story—salvation applied to me, Our 

Story—working out the implications of our salvation together. 

 

 



GOD’S STORY   (Quick run through) 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STORY OF GOD – Implications 

1.  It helps us make sense of the world 

– God’s stage of redemption, though fallen, there is an unfolding 

drama 

– Answers life’s biggest questions 

• Creation—who am I? Why do I exist? What are we here 

for? 

• Fall—what is wrong with the world? 

• Redemption—is there a solution to this mess? 

• New Creation—is there hope for the future? 

 

“The Bible has a narrative arc that begins at creation, rises over all that has 

been and will be, and lands at the end of all things… Isn’t it a relief that the 

world’s plot is not limited to the brief span of our lives? We make sense of 

our days in light of this overarching narrative. The big plot of the Bible, with 

its guarantee of resurrection and new creation, gives confidence even in 

the face of death. The Bible’s big story opens the windows on stale, stuffy 

rooms of deadlines and due dates, deaths, and disappointments, and fresh 

winds of the creation-to-new-creation breezes blow through.”  Hamilton  



2. (Implication) It provides us with purpose, meaning 

– We have an identity in his image, to image--reflect 

– We are part of a larger story, work of God in world 

– We have a Purpose, to glorify our Creator plug into his great 

work! 

 

“The Christian faith is, first and foremost, an unfolding drama… This 

story runs from Genesis to Revelation, centering on Christ, not only 

richly informs our mind; it captivates the heart and the imagination, 

animating and motivating our action in the world”    

          Michael Horton  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CREATION – Act 1 

(1) God is the Creator 

“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” Gn 1:1, 6 days 

 God rules and sustains the world, has unlimited power/creativity 

 God provides all good things 

 God is in control of the world, sovereign, uses the bad things for his 
purposes 

 God has created the world with purpose 



(2)  We are made in God’s image 

“Then God said, let us make man in our image, after our likeness…let them 

have dominion…so God created man in his own image, in the image of 

God he created him, male and female he created them… be fruitful and 

multiply.” (1:27)  Gen 9:6; James 3:9 

 

Like God in some way, distinct from rest of creation and animals 

 Image of God as an attribute—moral capacity, free will, complex 

reasoning 

 Image of God as an activity—dominion over creation, fruitful and 

multiply 

 Image of God as an ability to relate 

 Image of God as a purpose—to glorify God and to represent him, 

grow in image 

 Holistic—Jesus Christ is the perfect image of God and we are to 

grow into his image, Christlikeness  

We are saved, “to be conformed to the image of his Son.” (Rom 8:29) 

We are “being transformed into his image from one degree of glory to 

another (2 Cor 3:18) 

 

(3) Everything was good (Gn 1:31). 

 Repeated them during creation, “it was good…very good (after 

creating humans) 

Why?  

 Reinforcing the idea of the purity, goodness, integrity of original 

creation…there was great peace and harmony. Original 

purpose for creation is to honor/glorify God, be at peace with 

him, be in proper relationship with him. 

 Reminds of that God is a good God. Created everything good, 

though there is sin now—God is redeeming back original 

goodness through Christ, this original good will be restored! 

 

 

 



(4) Man was made for perfect fellowship  

“It was very good” (Gn  1:31)  

Pinnacle, image him, created to relate with God in peace and 

harmony, honor him/glorify him, walk with him 

“know that the Lord is God, it is he who made us and we are his. We 

are his people, the sheep of his pasture…for the Lord is good, his 

steadfast love endures forever, his faithfulness continues throughout 

all generations.”  

(Ps 100:3, 5). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FALL – Act 2 

(1) Man fell into sin (Gn 3:6-7). Adam & Eve ate of the forbidden fruit, 

great consequences 

 “fall” humanity’s downfall—fell from perfection into sinfulness, 

corruption. 

 

(2) Man and the earth now are under a curse  

 “A curse devours the earth, and its inhabitants suffer for their guilt”  

(Is 24:6). 



 Now there is death—came into the world because of sin 

 Curse result—creation is under a curse, death, disease, natural 

disasters—“groaning” Rom 8 

 Curse result—human nature is corrupted, we have a sinful nature—

propensity 

“Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through 

sin, so death spread to all men because all sinned.” (Rom 5:12) 

Later “led to condemnation” for us all (Rom 5:19) 

--“all sinned means” we are born guilty, into a sinful nature, deserving 

death 

 

--Depravity: means every part of us has been corrupted, fallen into 

sin – mind, body, will, conscience, motivations—

total/comprehensive/every part of us 

--totally unable to do anything that pleases God 

--totally unable to work out of this state of sin 

 

 Curse result—human relationships now filled with strife, pride, sin, 

fighting 

 Humanity made in God’s image has been distorted, polluted…but 

not lost…hope in Christ to become more and more in his image, 

future—image restored, greater 

 Curse result—man’s relationship with God is broken, rebellion vs 

peace 

 

(3) Man’s relationship from God was severed  

“Your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, 

and your sins have hidden his face from you so that he does not 

hear.” (Is 59:2). 

 Where there was peace, because of sin, there is rebellion/separation 

 Consequence of this: Means that we will be punished and there is 

no hope apart from Christ. 

Those who must pay for their own sin “will suffer the 

punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of 



the Lord and from the glory of his might” (2 Thess 1:9) 

--Suffer 

--Punishment because of sin 

--Eternal 

--Destruction 

--Away from God’s good presence 

“condemned” sentenced to spiritual death, eternal separation 

from God—Jesus uses this, “For God did not send his Son into 

the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 

might be saved through him. Whoever believes in him is not 

condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned 

already” (Jn 3:17-18) 

 

(4) So, Man was banished from God’s presence  

 “Therefore the Lord God send him out from the garden of Eden.”  

(Gn 3:23). 

 Eden becomes a picture of perfect harmony of humanity with God, 

perfect peace and purity… being sent out of the garden represents a 

severing of relationship 

 Being banished shows seriousness of the consequences of sin. 

 

END of act 2, sobering realities, but must understand them fully in order to 

grasp grace of God in Christ, which is the heart of the gospel and the 

center of the story of God. 

  

 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. What stands out to you as important or meaningful? 

2. Read Romans 5:12-21. What themes are similar to those in this talk? 

Add additional truths. 

3. Implications for being made in the image of God—how you view 

yourself, how we should treat others, church? 
 

 


