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THE STORY SO FAR… 

 Last week, historical background… what do you remember? 

 Paul is astonished that the Galatian churches have reversed the true gospel. 

 They have been influenced by the Judiazers, a group of teachers who came in after Paul 

left teaching a message of Jesus + works of the Law of Moses for salvation. 

 These teachers are undermining Paul’s authority and ministry, questioning his 

apostleship and adding to his message of grace.  Galatians have been swayed. 

 So we are in the first section of three major sections about the Gospel of Grace. 

Where are we at? (Outline) 

PERSONAL: GRACE AND THE GOSPEL—chapters 1–2 

A. Grace declared in Paul’s message—1:1–10   

B. Grace demonstrated in Paul’s life—1:11–24   

C. Grace defended in Paul’s ministry—2:1–21 

1. Before the church collectively—2:1–10 

2. Before Peter personally—2:11–21 

 

 Shares in this section how God’s amazing grace has changed him!! 

“No one is so good that they don’t need the grace of the gospel, nor so bad that they 

can’t receive the grace of the gospel.”  Keller  (Paul shows us both of these!). 

 

Sequence of Events in Paul’s Early Christian Life and Ministry (some debate—not exact) 

Date (A.D.) Event 
5-10  Born in Tarsus as an Israelite from tribe of Benjamin and a Roman Citizen Born in 

(Acts 22:3, 28; Rom. 11:1; Phil. 3:5); raised in either Jerusalem (Acts 22:3?) or 
Tarsus. 

15-20 Trained as a Pharisee by Gamaliel (Acts 22:3; Gal 1:14; Phil 3:5-6). 
31-34 Present at Stephen’s stoning; persecuted Christians (Acts 7:58; 8:1; 22:4a; 26:9–

11; 1 Cor. 15:9; Gal. 1:13; Phil. 3:6). 
33/34  Converted, called, and commissioned on the way to Damascus (Acts 9:1–19; 

 22:6–11; 26:12–18; Gal. 1:15–16). 
34-36  Short stay in Damascus (Acts 9:19b)  Received by Ananias 
  Travels in Arabia (2 Cor. 11:32; Gal. 1:17)  Study, meditating, learning from Lord 
  For about three years. 

Returns to Damascus (Gal. 1:17; Acts 9:20-22?). try to arrest/kill, escapes 
through the city wall (Acts 9:23-24). 

36/37  Meets with Peter (sees James) in Jerusalem (Gal. 1:18).  15 days. 
  Travels to Tarsus (Gal 1:21).  Already there were those who wanted to kill him. 



37-45  Preaches and ministers in Syria and Sylicia (Gal. 1:21).  Roman Provinces. 
46-47  First missionary journey (Acts 13:4-14:26).  Cyprus, Galatia, Turkey coast. 
48-49 Spends time in Antioch (Acts 14:28; Gal. 2:11-14).  Confrontation with Peter.  

Writes Galatians 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 



For Starters Question: 

 

1. How does Paul defend his message of the gospel of grace in this section?  How does he 

show that his message was given by God, not men? 

 

 

 

BOOK 

Search God’s Word, Teaching Section  

 

Amazing Grace: Changes us.  Living for The Approval of God, not Man.  

 Our passage this week is a set up from verse 10 of last week, 
10 For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am I trying to please man? If 

I were still trying to please man, I would not be a servant of Christ. 

 

 Last week, how do we know we are off, living for approval of others? 

o Worn out and anxious because we are trying to please everyone. 

o Trying to live on our own—not resting in God, his grace and peace. 

o Serving—is about the wrong things (making people happy, things going smooth, 

good numbers, did people like it?)—not bad—but worried about the wrong 

things and idea of success becomes off, instead about Word sinking in, gospel 

being applied, people connecting relationally and community happening. 

o We have become complacent in our prayer lives.  Doing it ourselves. 

o When disappointed, we respond badly—frustration, patience, crushed. 

o When criticized we respond with insecurity, loss of identity, devastation. 

 

In other words, we are fearing man instead of God.  Proverbs 29:25 says, “The fear of 

man will prove to be a snare.” 

 

Definition:  A particular view of people (a person or a group) that causes you to elevate 

their importance, to hold them in awe, to crave their approval and to fear their 

disapproval.  (Keller, Galatians) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Let’s go a little deeper… 

Approval of People Becomes an Idol (put approval of people ahead of God) 

o We have made these things our top priority: 

 Relationships—having friends who like us, boyfriend/girlfriend—having 

one to show off so we look good in the eyes of others, feel good about 

ourselves. 

 Achievement—job, sports, health, so that people look at us with approval 

 Social Circles—having the right type of friends that accept us. 

 Appearance—we seek to look good so that people will accept, approve, 

and like us.  

      

Question:  are these things bad?  No.  But when they become ultimate. 

 

Some characteristics of someone who is living for approval of men, not God. 

o Takes criticism and failure badly. 

o Finds it hard to relax, always anxious. 

o Become proud—building ourselves up or envious of others. 

o Craves recognition and attention. 

o Feel like God is always looking at you with criticism, disapproval, condemnation.  

Scowl on his face—not living up. 

(Gospel Coaching) 

 

How do we combat this?  How do we change? 

 Meditate on the character of God.  Especially his GRACE… which happens to be 

our main theme of the book of Galatians.   

 

 God is gracious, so I don’t have to prove myself.  God’s grace covers all my sins, 

so I don’t have to gain approval—just rest in grace. 

 

 Identity is in Christ’s work, not mine.  Don’t have to prove myself by my 

performance or achievement. 

 

 Identity is in what God thinks about me, loves, is there, is for me and not 

against me.  Don’t have to live constantly mulling over “I wonder what this 

person thinks of me?” 

 

 

 



 Read Psalm 103 and look for all the evidences of God’s grace. 

God, “redeems you from the pit, crowns you with steadfast love and mercy…The 

lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love…As high as 

the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him.  As 

far as the east is from the west, so far he has removed our sins from us.  As a 

father has compassion on his children, so the Lord has compassion on those who 

fear him.” (3,8,11-12) 

 

Romans 8, “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? (Answer—no one!)  

Nothing  in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in 

Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

 

The gospel of grace destroys man pleasing—because in the gospel we know that 

trusting in Christ brings full and complete favor and approval from God.  Sees us 

as holy.  So now our motivation is radically changed—we want to obey God, live 

for him, out of a gratitude and not a fear of man!! 

 

Let’s look at the rest of the passage.  READ. 
11 For I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is not 

man’s gospel. 12 For I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I received it 

through a revelation of Jesus Christ. 13 For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I 

persecuted the church of God violently and tried to destroy it. 14 And I was advancing in 

Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people, so extremely zealous was I for the 

traditions of my fathers. 15 But when he who had set me apart before I was born, and who 

called me by his grace, 16 was pleased to reveal his Son to me, in order that I might preach 

him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with anyone; 17 nor did I go up to 

Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me, but I went away into Arabia, and returned 

again to Damascus.  
18 Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and remained with him 

fifteen days. 19 But I saw none of the other apostles except James the Lord’s brother. 20 (In 

what I am writing to you, before God, I do not lie!) 21 Then I went into the regions of Syria 

and Cilicia. 22 And I was still unknown in person to the churches of Judea that are in Christ. 
23 They only were hearing it said, “He who used to persecute us is now preaching the faith he 

once tried to destroy.” 24 And they glorified God because of me.  

 

 

 

 



Paul Defends Counter Attacks—this is what Paul is doing in this passage.   

Attacks from teachers: undermining his authority. 

 Attacking Paul’s Authority—  they were saying, “Paul’s message if from his own 

reflection and from men (Jerusalem) Paul is just one man, no authority, his message is 

just from his own reflection, reasoning.  He just got message from men. We also have 

the same authority as Paul since it came from Jerusalem.” 

 

 Attacking Paul’s Unique Message—they were saying, “Paul’s message is not unique, 

just got it from Jerusalem leaders.  They were saying message came from Jerusalem.  

We also got our message there and Paul did not give you whole story.  Must add law.  

Paul is lying about his message being from God.” 

 

 Paul says, nope, not true, attacks are false. 

o Received gospel though direct revelation of Jesus Christ.  (Acts 9) 

o Did not go to Jerusalem for three years.  Learned, meditated, studied. 

o When went up to Jerusalem, didn’t even consult the apostles.  I just saw Peter 

and James and they validated my message was the true gospel of grace. 

o Furthermore, it is about grace not works, just look at my story, I went from the 

worst persecutors of Christians to preacher to being persecuted because of my 

Christianity—all because it is a message of grace, not law (certain Jews hated this 

and immediately tried to kill me).  So he shares his story.. 

 

Three Images of Paul—sharing his story, unique background, set apart, credible, demonstrating 

God’s amazing grace as well. 

1. Picture 1:  The Persecutor (13-14) 

o Violent persecutor of Christians and wanted to destroy it.  Threat to Israel.  

Thought that Jesus was an imposter and a lie!! 

o Advanced in study of Judaism, traditions, top of his class. 

o Extremely zealous for the traditions of the Israelite Fathers and teachers. 

 

If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 

circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew 

of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for 

legalistic righteousness, faultless.  (Philippians 3:4-6) 

o Student of a famous Rabbi Gamaliel (Acts 22:3) 

o Consented to the murder of Stephen (Acts 8:1) 

o Broke up families of Christians and put them into prison (Acts 8:3) 

o Threats of slaughtering Christians and voted to kill them (9:1; 22:4-5) 



2. Picture 2:  The New Believer (15-17) 

o Dramatic conversion.  World was rocked.  Jesus came to him and turned his 

world totally upside down.  This was the only way God could get through! 

 

Acts 9:1-19 (3-7; 15-16)   

Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from 

heaven shone around him. And falling to the ground he heard a voice saying to 

him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” And he said, “Who are you, 

Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But rise and enter 

the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” The men who were traveling 

with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one.   

 Went to Damascus, met with Ananias who God told to help him, about 

Paul, 

“But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my 

name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. For I will show him 

how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.”” (Acts 9:15–16, ESV)  

o Principles:  at work in our lives too… 

o God did it, “It pleased God.. to reveal his son to me” (16) 

o God did it by Grace (15b) 

o God did through Christ “What things were gain, I count but loss for Christ” Phil 4 

o God did it for his glory.  He clearly worked and set Paul on a new course, point to 

him now 

o God did it for the sake of others.  “that I might preach him among Gentiles” (16) 

 

3. Picture 3:  The Preacher (18-24) 

o Sent to teach and preach the good news to the Gentile world. 

o Did three missionary journeys, most of Roman world, established hundreds of 

churches, letters became part of Bible, huge impact!! 

o Cool thing is that, though he thought himself the worst of sinners b/c of his 

background persecuting Christians, God used his Jewish roots and learning to make 

him a very persuasive yet humble leader. 

 

God’s sovereign grace in Paul’s life… our lives, uses bad stuff, hard stuff. 

o Paul says Jesus, “set me apart before I was born”  He saw God’s sovereign grace in his 

life.  Planned to use his evil background all along, for good and God’s glory.  Sovereign 

grace means that God is in control and has a plan to show his grace in our lives.  He is 

going to work out all things, the good and the bad, to bring him glory, show his grace! 



o Paul had Old Testament knowledge, leadership, zeal, training… all the things he was 

using to oppose the church—God was going to use as his special apostle to build the 

church.  God had been working all along to use Paul to establish the very faith he 

opposed. 

o This is a theme throughout the whole Bible—Joseph, sold into slavery, went to prison, 

but God worked it so he could become a powerful ruler in Egypt to save his family 

during famine.  He said, “What you meant for evil, God meant for good… to save many 

lives.”  (Gn 50:20).   Rom 8 says that, “God works out all things for the good of those who 

love him and have been called according to his purpose.” 

o So how about me, how about you?  How has God’s sovereign grace worked.  How has 

he used the difficult things, the sin, the evil, the negative for his great purposes—to s 

how that he is strong and you are weak? 

o Truth:  The gospel gives us a pair of spectacles through which we can view our own lives. 

We see God preparing us and shaping us, even through our own failures and sins, to 

become vessels of His grace in the world. 

 

Paul’s Example—did three things here important, esp. for new Christian, any Christian: 

1. Time in the Word, time with God, around 3 years before starting public ministry 

2. Community brothers in Damascus, Jerusalem, Antioch,  

3. Serving—mission, used gifts/background and got serving, preaching. 

Essential things—Worship, Community, Mission.  Love God, LO, SW 

 

Skill of the Week 

Paul’s testimony and ours; sharing our story.   

 Paul probably told his story again and again and again.  Pointing to Grace! 

 Sharing story, Important, non-threatening, hard to argue with. 

 Good to write it out, practice it, be ready.  3-5 minute version.  Longer version.   

Before/After: 

 What was life like before trusting Christ?  How did you know you needed God? 

 What happened, what did you believe in, how?  Put in a few verses. 

 What has your life been like after trusting Christ?  How have you changed? 

Snapshots: 

 Different times in your life where you needed God and he came through. 

i.e—Dad’s death, Ministry in College, Back Pain 

Themes/Verses:  

 Break down your story into different themes or verses that you have seen greatly 

work in your life. (3-4) 

i.e.  God, Grace, Growth  



Put it Together, The Big Idea 

Paul’s Message is from God 

 Paul defends the gospel of grace. 

 Paul demonstrates grace in his own life. 

 

LOOK 

Truths for Life 

 God is gracious, so I don’t have to prove myself. 

 My identity is in what God thinks of me.  He sees me with love and acceptance through 

Christ. 

 God’s sovereign grace is at work in our lives.  He uses the good stuff as well as the bad. 

 Paul’s example of seeking time in meditation, in community, and in serving is a good 

example for us to follow as we seek to please God. 

 Our stories are very important.  My story is a great tool I can use to point to God. 

 

TOOK 

For the Group 

1. What stands out to you from this passage and what we talked about today? 

2. How does the gospel of grace free us from the need to live for man’s approval? 

3. In what ways has God used the hard things in your life for His sovereign purposes?  

4. Do you have any ideas on how you can apply the principles we learn from Paul’s life of 

spending time with God…spending time in community…telling others your story…or 

serving?  Are there any of these areas you need to work on? 

 

 

Put it into Action (for the road) 

5. Think about putting together your testimony this week in one of the ways we talked 

about and look for opportunities to share your story. 

 

 

 

 


