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THE STORY SO FAR… 

 Paul is astonished that the Galatians have so quickly accepted a false gospel of faith in 

Christ plus works of the law that the Judaizers were teaching.  They have reversed the 

gospel. 

 The true gospel is about grace alone. 

 Paul defends his message of grace by sharing his story of salvation and describing that it 

is a gospel that was not made up by man, but came from God. 

 

Have also seen… 

 God is gracious, so I don’t have to prove myself. 

 My identity is in what God thinks of me.  He sees me with love and acceptance through 

Christ.  We don’t have to work and work and work to find our significance in what other 

people think of us. 

 God’s sovereign grace is at work in our lives.  He uses the good stuff as well as the bad. 

“The gospel gives us a pair of spectacles through which we can review our own lives and 

see God preparing us and shaping us, even through our own failures and sins, to 

become vessels of His grace in the world.” (Keller) 

 Our stories are very important.  My story is a great tool I can use to point to God. 

 

 So, where are we at? (Outline) 

 

 PERSONAL: GRACE AND THE GOSPEL—chapters 1–2 

 A. Grace declared in Paul’s message—1:1–10   

 B. Grace demonstrated in Paul’s life—1:11–24   

C. Grace defended in Paul’s ministry—2:1–21 

 1. Before the church collectively—2:1–10 

 2. Before Peter personally—2:11–21 

 DOCTRINAL:  GRACE AND THE LAW—chapters 3-4 

 PRACTICAL:  GRACE AND THE CHRISTIAN LIFE—chapters 5-6  

 

 

READ PASSAGE TOGETHER 

 
 

 



For Starters Questions: 

 

1. Why did Paul visit Jerusalem?  What were the results of the visit? 

2. What might have happened if Paul did not succeed in getting unity on this issue? 

3. Who is Titus?  Why was it significant that Peter, James, and John (all circumcised Jewish 

Christians) didn’t ask Titus to be circumcised according to the Jewish law? 

4. How does the gospel give freedom?  What type of freedom is Paul talking about in the 

book of Galatians? 

 

 

BOOK 

Search God’s Word, Teaching Section  

 

Freedom Fighter 

 Paul is fighting here to preserve the “truth of the gospel” (5). 

 He traveled to Jerusalem to defend the gospel of grace alone as the Judaizers had 

growing influence. “slipped in and were spying out our freedom in Christ, might bring to 

slavery” (4) 

 He was looking to get unity on the matter from the church leaders at Jerusalem. 

 

Paul’s Trip to Jerusalem:  Why did he go? 

“I went up to Jerusalem…in order to make sure I was not running or had run in vain.” 

 Should give us pause.  Was he doubting his message or methods?—to get confirmation 

that he was doing things correctly?  No. 

o Had a lot of confidence, little fear in ministry “because of a revelation”  He got 

his gospel straight from Christ!!  Didn’t need anyone else in a sense. 

o Nothing was threatening Paul’s certainty of his message and ministry. 

o But something was threatening Paul’s fruitfulness in ministry. 

o Judaizers, teachers, influence, were traveling around swaying his converts. 

o Must disprove the falsehood of these teachers, gather leaders to his side, create 

unity on the core of what the gospel is. 

 

The Stakes—True Church Unity.  What is the gospel? 

 Paul went to Jerusalem and confirmed the unity of the church in the true gospel of 

grace. 

 What would have happened if Paul did not succeed in getting unity on this issue? 

o Split church in two.  Confused people/new believers.  Doubt Gentile salvation.  

Cultural antagonism/segregation.   



 Gospel of grace if for every culture!! 

“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and 

female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” (Galatians 3:28)  

 The Judaizers were saying that people must become cultural Jews in order to be saved.  

Be circumcised, follow law, etc.  Saying, all Christians must become Jewish 

 Stakes were high!  This meeting could have ended up splitting the church and creating 

two different religions.  This is why Paul was so careful and concerned. 

 Pillars of the Jerusalem Church accepted Paul and message.  “Pillars” 

 

 
 

 Using building language, pillars held temple up, in place.  Maybe a reference to the 

three OT leaders, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as 3—Jews of the day called them the 

pillars of Isarael—founding fathers and leaders. 

 So these men were three influential people to the church, Peter (Cephas), James 

(brother of Jesus—who was the leader and wrote James), John. 

 

 

The Verdict of the Jerusalem Leaders: Welcome! 

 Why did Paul bring along Titus?  Test Case! 

 Titus was a Greek, clearly a believer in Christ—showed evidence of the Spirit, they did 

not require him to be circumcised. 

 Saying that you can be a Christian and not be circumcised.  Agreed that salvation was 

through faith in Christ alone—not any other work of the Law of the Old Testament. 

 Law Excurses? 

 

 

 

 



The Outcome: Gospel of Freedom 

 Paul makes two sides known here:  The false brothers wanted them to follow law and 

“to make us slaves”, preventing them from enjoying “the freedom we have in Christ” 

 One side—“the earn your salvation” brings slavery 

 Other side—“the gospel of grace” gives freedom. 

 So, how does the gospel give freedom?  What type of freedom is Paul talking about? 

1. Spiritual Freedom 

a. Acceptance, favor from God—on the basis of Christ’s finished work.   

i. Saved us from the slavery of sin.  Under sin’s slavery, mastery.   

 

“Sin will not have mastery over you, because you are not under law but 

under grace.” Rom 6:14  “But now you have been set free from sin…” 6:22 

 

ii. Saved us from having to do the works of the Old Testament law. 

 

“Therefore, there is now not condemnation for those who are in Christ 

Jesus.  For through Christ Jesus, the law of the Spirit of life has set me free 

from the law of sin and of death.  God has done what the law could not do.”  

Rom 8:1-2 

 

“It is for freedom that Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do 

not submit to the yoke of slavery.”  Gal. 5:1 

 

2. Cultural Freedom 

 Don’t have to become a Jew to be a Christian!!   

 If the false teachers had their way, all would need to convert to be Jewish. 

 Gospel of grace means we can preserve our culture and maintain faith. 

 

3. Emotional Freedom 

 Set free from having to work for God’s favor!!  Very freeing. 

“The truth will set you free”   “If the Son has set you free, you are free indeed.”   

Both from John 8 :32,36 

 Keeping up with good behavior to have God’s approval is an endless treadmill of 

guilt and insecurity. 

 We are not free from the moral law as a way to live, we are free from it as a system 

of salvation. 

 We obey in the freedom of gratitude—unless your motive for obeying God’s desires 

for you is from grace-gratitude, you are in slavery. 



Three Marks of Real Unity 

1. It mans accepting anyone who is in Christ regardless of culture or background.   

 They accepted Titus. 

 What are some of the things that people today add to the message of grace for 

salvation?  What things do groups require for salvation? 

i. You must be baptized in order to be saved. 

ii. You must be a member of a certain church, group, denomination to be 

saved. 

iii. You must follow a certain teacher and adhere to his writings. 

iv. Many groups add cultural rules, dress, music, do’s and don’ts… if you 

don’t adhere to those, your salvation is doubted. 

 

2. Recognizing we have different callings 

“they saw that I had been entrusted with the task of preaching the gospel to the Gentiles 

(uncircumcised), just as Peter had been entrusted with the gospel to the Jews 

(circumcised).” (8) 

 Preaching same gospel, but called, gifted to communicate to different people 

 We can adapt the gospel for different people and groups, but preserve the 

essence of the gospel of grace.   

 Implications for missions.  People can go to different groups! 

 But we must make sure that we preserve the full message of the gospel of grace! 

 What are ways where we can fail to preserve this message? 

o Under-adapt to culture—remove offensive elements of the message like 

sin, God’s wrath and holiness, hell.  Dilutes it too much. 

o Over-adapt to culture—raising traditions, culture too high 

 Creates a system of legalism. 

 Become too wedded to type of music, or 

denomination/organization, methods, teacher, words (jargon) 

3. Helping the Poor 

 Primarily helping the poor believers.  Partnering together. 

 Jerusalem believers were much poor. 

 Paul did this, he went around the Gentile churches to take up an offering for the 

poor believers in Jerusalem who were struggling. 

 Also we are called to help the poor as a Christian duty. 

 

 

 

 



So, are there limits to Unity?  Are there beliefs/practices beyond the bounds? 

 Yes.  Paul was not willing to share a church with those who taught grace plus works for 

salvation. 

 Paul and the Jerusalem Church shared unity, but is was based on gospel truth. 

 “Gave the right hand of fellowship”  to Paul, Barnabas  

 meaning of “right hand of fellowship”:  sign of friendship, acceptance, co-operation in 

the gospel, Koinonia—partnership in the gospel work. 

 In doing so, they were excluding the Judaizers, false teachers.  Isolating, discrediting.  

This was the good that came out of this council.   

 Churches must not maintain unity at the expense of the gospel. 

 

 

Skill of the Week: Summarizing 

(summary)…good to do-- chart, diagram, couple sentences, poem, list, drawing. 

 

Continue the Story 

When Paul traveled to Jerusalem fourteen years after his conversion, the Jerusalem leaders did 

not require Titus to be circumcised, even though some false brothers tried to insist on it.  The 

Jerusalem leaders added nothing to Paul’s gospel.  They did, however, validate Paul’s gospel 

and gave the right hand of fellowship to Paul and Barnabas as missionaries to the Gentiles. 

 

Poem  

Paul’s message was unique, 

It did not come from man. 

He got it straight from God, 

And preached throughout the land. 

 

To Jerusalem he came, 

By the Spirit he was forced, 

He met with the apostles, 

His message they endorsed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Drawing (Gal 1) 

 
 

Put it Together, The Big Idea 

Paul’s gospel of grace was validated by the Jerusalem leaders. 

 

LOOK 

Truths for Life 

 God’s authentic gospel message of grace will be preserved—even as there is opposition. 

 The gospel of grace is for people in every culture!  There is one gospel yet many ways to 

apply its truths in culture. 

 The gospel of grace gives freedom (spiritually, culturally, and emotionally).  We don’t 

have to work for God’s favor--so we follow him out of appreciation. 

 In true Christian unity… we accept believers in Christ from every culture, we recognize 

people have different callings, and we help the poor. 

 

TOOK 

For the Group 

1. What stands out to you from this passage and what we talked about today? 

2. How do Christians today need to be “freedom fighters” as Paul was? 

3. Have there been times in your life when you have begun to think that your performance 

counts toward your favor with God or for your salvation?  What caused you to think this 

way?  How did you get out of this mindset? 

4. God sent Peter to take the gospel mainly to his fellow Jews, and He sent Paul to take the 

gospel to non-Jews.  To whom has God sent you? 

 

 



Put it into Action (for the road) 

Getting Personal 

Though spending solitary time with God is a fundamental part of the Christian life, the Christian 

life is not fundamentally a solitary one.  Church commitment and church unity matter.   

How deeply rooted are you in your church life?  What are you doing to maintain, and show 

unity with fellow believers?  Are you in danger of picking and choosing what you need from 

church life, rather than serving others throughout church life? 

 

 

 

 

 


