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THE STORY SO FAR… 

 Paul is astonished that the Galatians have so quickly accepted a false gospel of faith in 

Christ plus works of the law that the Judaizers were teaching.  They have reversed the 

gospel. 

 The true gospel is about grace alone. “a person is not justified by works of the law, but 

by faith in Jesus Christ.”  (2:15) 

 Paul defends his message of grace by sharing his story of salvation and describing that it 

is a gospel that was not made up by man, but came from God. 

 The Jerusalem leaders agreed in the council that their message was the same—salvation 

by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone, Peter and Jerusalem leaders. 

 Paul is making the case for grace in Chapters 3-4, appealing to OT (Abe, Sarah and 

Hagar), appealing to their relationship, appealing to their conversion experience. 

 Last week, battle within each of us—Spirit or flesh/sinful nature. 

 

So, where are we at? (Outline) 

  

PERSONAL: GRACE AND THE GOSPEL—chapters 1–2 

DOCTRINAL: GRACE AND THE LAW—chapters 3–4  PAUL’S CASE FOR GRACE (arguments) 

PRACTICAL:  GRACE AND THE CHRISTIAN LIFE—chapters 5-6 Live by Spirit, contrasts 

1. Live in freedom, not slavery (5:1-15) 

2. Live by the Spirit, not the flesh (5:16-26) 

3. Live for others, not self (6:1-10) 

4. Live for God’s glory, not man’s praise (6:11-18) 

 

 

READ:   Galatians 6:1–18 (ESV)  

1 Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a 

spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. 2 Bear one another’s 

burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. 3 For if anyone thinks he is something, when he is 

nothing, he deceives himself. 4 But let each one test his own work, and then his reason to boast 

will be in himself alone and not in his neighbor. 5 For each will have to bear his own load. 6 Let 

the one who is taught the word share all good things with the one who teaches. 7 Do not be 

deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. 8 For the one who 

sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will 



from the Spirit reap eternal life. 9 And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we 

will reap, if we do not give up. 10 So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, 

and especially to those who are of the household of faith.  

11 See with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand. 12 It is those who want to 

make a good showing in the flesh who would force you to be circumcised, and only in order that 

they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. 13 For even those who are circumcised do not 

themselves keep the law, but they desire to have you circumcised that they may boast in your 

flesh. 14 But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the 

world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 15 For neither circumcision counts for 

anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. 16 And as for all who walk by this rule, peace 

and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God. 17 From now on let no one cause me 

trouble, for I bear on my body the marks of Jesus. 18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 

your spirit, brothers. Amen.  

 

Section 1 

LIVE FOR OTHERS, NOT SELF (6:1-10)  Live for others!!  Essence of gospel—Christ for us, we for 

one another 

A few phrases… 

 

“You who are spiritual” (v.1).  Not a special class of super Christians, but those who are mature 

and are walking by the Spirit, Spiritual—living according to what God wants.  Living according to 

the fruit of the Spirit (5:22-23). 

 

Anyone broken a bone? 

“restore” (v.1).  Greek term for setting a broken bone back into place.  Putting a bone back into 

place will take some pain, some time to heal, some gentle but tough love.  Painful to confront, 

but must be done.  First step of church discipline—go to the individual (Mt. 18:15-20). 

 

“Law of Christ” (v.2)  Not a set of rules, but a lifestyle, a relationship.  Living a life of love, “A 

new command I give you, love one another.  As I have loved you”  (John 13:34-35). 

“Law of Christ means modeling our whole life on the example of Christ, motivated by 

grateful joy.  It is a life centered on a person rather than a code.  We have a different 

kind of obligation upon us than we did before.  Now we bear others’ burdens because 

Christ bore ours.  Verse 2 can be summed up as: Bear others burdens, and by doing this 

follow in the footsteps of Christ, who bore yours.”  (Tim Keller) 

 



“Bear one another’s burdens…each will have to bear his own load” (v.2,5).  What is the 

difference here?   

Two different images here “burdens” can be translated “a heavy load” this can be a sin 

pattern, a particular difficulty, or a responsibility one may be have that you can help 

with.  Good cross-reference for this is 5:13-14, “serve one another in love.” 

 

“bear his own load” is more like a backpack than a heavy load.  This means owning our 

responsibilities, behaviors, and gifts that God has given us.  Job, ministry, family—Dad or 

Mom.  Also has a final judgment tone “will have to bear”—that God will hold us 

responsible for what he entrusted to us, the gifts he gave us. 

“There is one burden that we cannot share… and this is our responsibility to God 

on the day of judgment.  On that day, you cannot carry my pack and I cannot 

carry yours.”  (John Stott) 

 

“share all good things with the one who teaches.” (v.6)  Means to give your money to Andrew 

Hancock. 

 

“Sowing and reaping” “God is not mocked” (v.7)  Image:  planting seed and gathering a harvest.  

In the process of sowing and reaping….  There are consequences to our actions.  Means that 

“God cannot be taken lightly”.  We cannot live like there will be not consequences.  He takes 

everything into account, sees all.   

Also it has eternal connotations as well.  Brings us back to the message of Galatians—faith, not 

works.  If we sow to the flesh—depend on works to save us, we will reap eternal destruction.  If 

we sow to the Spirit—look to Christ for to save us by grace through faith, we will reap eternal 

life. 

 

Summary 

Note how corporate responsibilities and individual accountability are woven together in this 
section—written to a group of churches, yet to individuals within. 

1. corporate:  restore him gently (ie gal in leadership, sin, mentor—group, back ministry) 
2. individual:  watch yourself 
3. corporate:  carry each other’s burdens (i.e. younger bro, away from fam, move, etc) 
4. individual:  each one should test his own actions … each one should carry his own load 
5. corporate:  share all good things with his instructor 
6. individual:  do not be deceived … a man reaps what he sows 

      7. corporate:  do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers 

  

 

 



Section 2 (11-end) 

LIVE FOR GOD’S GLORY, NOT MAN’S PRAISE…  this was the difference between Paul and the 

false teachers! 

 

Contrasting the life one who is man-centered -- false teachers (legalist) 

With the life of someone who is gospel-centered – Paul 

Man-centered religion (false teachers)  Motivation is for outward praise 

1. Approval 

“want to make a good impression” “Good showing” (12) 

“boast in the flesh” (13b) 

 They didn’t care about the Galatians, they just wanted converts (to Judaism) 

 They were persuading the Galatians not out of concern for their souls, but out of 

concern for making a good impression on others. 

 Motivation was for the praise of men, to look good 

 

2. Compromise 

They preach circumcision, not Christ alone, “that they may not be persecuted for the 

cross of Christ.”  (12b) 

 They escaped being persecuted by Jews by preaching Jesus + law 

 They did so to avoid hard times, to avoid being treated poorly, to avoid being 

looked down upon. 

 

3. Hypocritical 

“For even those who are circumcised do not themselves keep the law” (13) 

MEANS “They want you to submit to the law, but they themselves to not obey the law” 

 Is it possible to obey the entire law?  No. 

 Even if it was, they did not intend to. 

 On the outside they had a reverence for the Law, but on the inside they only wanted 

more converts to their cause, more statistics to report, and more glory for 

themselves. 

 

BUT, the true gospel of grace changes one from the inside out – changes motivations, to live 

for God’s glory and not man’s praise! 

 We seek follow God not out of duty, but out of delight. 

 We seek to obey God not out of compulsion, but out of appreciation. 

 

 

 



Paul’s Example – (14-16) 

 Paul knew the power of the cross 

“may I only boast in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ” 

o It is not about personal recognition, but making sure God gets the recognition. 

o It is not about pointing others to us, but pointing others to God. 

o It is not about our power to follow God, but about his power working through us. 

“Apart from me you can do nothing”  Jn 15 

“I strive with all his energy, which so powerfully works in me”  Col 1 

 

 Paul knew the purposes of the cross (3 purposes) 

o To make a new creation 

“Neither circumcision counts for anything, or uncircumcision, but a new 

creation.” (15) 

 In the gospel, sinners are born again. 

 World is no longer master, Christ is master. 

 We are created anew. 

“Therefore if anyone is in Christ he is a new creation, the old has gone, the 

new has come.”  2 Cor 5:17 

 

o To create a new nation 

“Israel of God” 

The church – all who believe in Christ are the new Israel, the new people of God. 

 

o To bring peace, mercy and grace (ending).  This is the gospel! 

 

 

The BIG Idea:  Putting it Together 

 Live for others, not self by giving spiritual (1-5) and material (6-10) help. 

restore someone who sins   share with teachers, give church 

bear one another’s burdens   do good to all 

show live, fulfill law of Christ   Do good for other Christians 

 Live for God’s glory, not man’s praise by knowing the person, power, and purpose of 

the cross. 

 

 

 

 

 



APPLICATION:  

1. What stands out to you from this passage? 

2. How do we stay away from living for approval, compromising our faith, and being 

hypocritical? 

3. “May I never boast, except in the cross”… “the world has been crucified to me, and I to 

the world”  What do these phrases mean for us today?  How do we apply these ideas to 

our lives? 

4. Prayer. 


