
Galatians: Gospel of Grace       Introduction, 1:1-10   

Grace Declared in Paul’s Message: Bad news about the Good News  Crossroads 5/26 

 

HOOK, INTRO 

Starter Questions: 

 What do you think this letter will be about?  What do you know about the book of 

Galatians?  Can you think of any key verses or themes off the top of your head? 

 

 

 What makes you surprised or disappointed? 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

Who wrote the book to whom?  When was it written? 

 Apostle Paul—church planter 

o Astonished at how the Galatians had quickly deserted the true gospel 

o Has a unique ministry and message to the Gentiles, validated by Jerusalem 

leaders.  Gospel of grace (not law) and freedom. 

o Spent time in Arabia after his conversion (some say couple years) 

o Disagreed with Peter in regards to his conduct around the Gentiles. 

 

 To Galatian Christians 

o Gentile believers, fairly new Christians. 

o Are turning from the true gospel of Christ and are believing another gospel 

o Adding requirements of law to faith in Christ.  Jesus + Law = Salvation versus 

Jesus + nothing = salvation  through Christ alone!! 

o Followed a group of teachers (Judaizers) who were teaching they had to have 

faith in Christ plus observe some of the requirements of the Law of Moses. 

 Imposing the observance of the Law of Moses  

 Required circumcision for anyone to become Abraham’s child 

(6:12-13; 2:3-5). 

 Food laws (2:12-13)  leaders from Jeru. “didn’t eat with Gentiles” 

 Observe days, months, seasons, years (4:10) 

 

 

 

 

 



When? 

 Paul may have went to the Jerusalem council (Acts 15:1-29) in (Gal. 2:1-10).  Some say 

the book was written before this and some say written after it.  Some also say that Gal 2 

is talking about a different council in Acts 11. 

 Two theories on to whom and when: “to the churches of Galatia” 

o Galatia was the name of a country  and a larger Roman province. 

o North Galatian Theory:  Paul was writing to the churches in North Galatia that 

he founded during his second and third missionary journeys (Acts 16:6, 18:23) 

such places as Ancyra, Tavium, and Pessinus.  Put is at around AD 52-57. 

o South Galatian Theory: (majority of today’s scholars).  Paul was writing to the 

churches he started during his first missionary journey (Acts 13-14).  Places such 

as Lystra, Iconium, and Derbe.  Puts it at AD 49-50. 

 Either way… the problems and themes remain the same, some historical nuances are 

different, but regardless it is one of Paul’s earliest letters written.  Main problem 

remains the same—they had accepted “another gospel” 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



What is the main message of the book of Galatians? 

 Theological:  A person is be justified only by faith in Christ.  Occasion—the Galatians had 

started following certain teachers who combined faith in Christ with obligations to 

follow the law—mainly to be circumcised.  Paul wrote the letter to defend the gospel of 

grace alone through faith alone. 

 

 Practical:  The gospel of grace gives freedom from the slavery to the law.  Freed up to 

serve and out of love obey the teachings of Christ.  Therefore, this freedom in Christ 

should be used to treat one another with love and respect—since all are on level playing 

field—saved by grace! 

 

 Tim Keller:  says the book explains that the gospel is not just the way to enter the 

kingdom, but also the way to live in the kingdom.  It is not just the ABC of the Christian 

life it is the A-Z.  We need the gospel of grace every day!!  A Christian needs the gospel 

just as much as the non-Christian. 

 

 The problem back then is still a problem now, the issue of legalism.  Doing things, good 

works to gain favor with God.  The Galatians had gotten the gospel REVERSED.  Instead 

of doing good deeds out of response to the gospel of grace – God has given us his favor 

through faith in Christ.  They were doing works to gain God’s favor, to get to heaven. 

 

What are the main themes of the book? 

 



 

1. God in Christ:  Salvation is by faith in Christ alone.  Faith mentioned 22x 

2. Gospel:  Paul’s message unique, validated “from God” 

3. Gospel of Grace:  salvation is a gift of God—brings freedom, life, righteousness, 

salvation. 

4. Law:  show us our need, brings slavery 

5. Spirit:  freedom of the Spirit, Spirit filled life 

6. Promise:  heirs of promise to Abraham 

 

BOOK 

Where are we at? (Outline) 

 

Schedule and Outline: 

Date Week Outline Topic: The Gospel of Grace Text 

5/26 1 Personal: 
Grace and the 
Gospel 

Bad news about the good news.  Grace declared in Paul’s 
message 

Intro; 1:1-10 

6/2 2 Born Free!  Grace demonstrated in Paul’s life 1:11-24 

6/9 3 The Freedom Fighter 1.  Grace defended before the 
church. 

2:1-10 

6/16 4 The Freedom Fighter 2.  Grace defended before Peter. 2:11-21 

6/30 5 Doctrinal: 
Grace and the 
Law 

Bewitched and Bothered.  The personal and scriptural 
argument for grace. 

3:1-14 

7/7 6 The Logic of Law.  The logical argument for grace. 3:15-29 

7/14 7 Its Time to Grow Up!  The historical and sentimental 
argument for grace. 

4:1-18 

7/21 8 Meet your Mother.  The allegorical argument for grace. 4:19-31 

7/28 9 Practical:  
Grace and the 
Christian Life 

Freedom, not Slavery 5:1-12 

8/4 10 The Spirit, not the Flesh 5:13-26 

8/11 11 Live for Others, not Self 6:1-10 

8/18 12 God’s Glory, not Man’s Praise 6:11-18 

   

 

Search God’s Word, TEACHING SECTION  

READ 1:1-10 

Paul, an apostle—not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the 

Father, who raised him from the dead— 2 and all the brothers who are with me,  

To the churches of Galatia:  
3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 4 who gave himself 

for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and 

Father, 5 to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.  



6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ 

and are turning to a different gospel— 7 not that there is another one, but there are some 

who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from 

heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be 

accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel 

contrary to the one you received, let him be accursed. 
10 For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am I trying to please man? If I 

were still trying to please man, I would not be a servant of Christ.  

 

Bad News about the Good news…so he is establishing his gospel of GRACE. 

(Explains his authority, expresses his anxiety, exposes his adversaries) 

 

Paul Explains his Authority (1-5) Judiazers questioned who Paul was, importance 

Paul, an apostle—not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the 

Father, who raised him from the dead— 2 and all the brothers who are with me,  

To the churches of Galatia:  
3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 4 who gave himself 

for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and 

Father, 5 to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.  

 

Paul’s Ministry (1-3)  Defending his credentials 

 Apostle, means “one who is sent with a commission” 

 Not one of the 12, but a unique Apostle to the Gentlies.  Called by Jesus himself on 

the road to Damascus.  Called by Jesus to preach the gospel (Acts 9:1-18, 1 Cor 9:1) 

 He had founded the Galatian churches and he had established churches all over! 

 

 

 

 



Paul’s Message (4) 

 Good summary here in one verse of the heart of the gospel 

 We see a person, a price, and a purpose, a power… 

 Person, “Lord Jesus Christ” 

 Price “gave himself for our sins” 

 Purpose  “deliver us” according to… from slavery (law) freedom common theme!! 

 Power  “according to the will of our God and Father” “who raised from dead” v.1 

 

Paul’s Motive (5) 

 “to God be the glory forever and ever”  motive was NOT for man’s approval as his 

ministry was not from man, but from God. V1 “not from man or through man” 

 

Paul Expresses his Anxiety (6-7) 
6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of 

Christ and are turning to a different gospel— 7 not that there is another one, but there 

are some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ.  

 

 Paul is seriously disturbed, bringing in some tough love here.   

 This letter has no thanksgiving section or prayer section (like most Paul’s letters—

between 5 & 6 there should be…) but he goes straight into how astonished he is. 

 “so quickly deserting Christ” verb indicates a process of deserting, not fully fallen. 

 These were the Judaizers—follow Jewish laws and Christ, “trouble them”… they are 

now troubled, means “perplexity, confusion, unrest, no peace”  One commentator 

says that “grace leads to peace, but the believers had deserted grace and therefore 

had no more true peace in their hearts”  Wiersbe 

 “Distort” the gospel.  “to turn about, to change to opposite.”  So it means that the 

have REVERSED the true gospel.  Made it about works, not about gift of grace.  The 

have turned it around and made it about the Law again—which is a reversal of 

salvation history.  NT is about Christ fulfilling the law and as perfect sacrifice—so that 

you come to God by faith not by works of the Law of Moses. 

 “God called them into the grace of Christ”  God is the one who drew them to himself, 

called them into a relationship.  Into grace of Christ, not law, not works, not doing 

things for God’s approval, but into grace!! 

 

 

 

 

 



Paul Exposes his Adversaries (8-10) 
8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one 

we preached to you, let him be accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now I say again: If 

anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be accursed.  
10 For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am I trying to please man? If I 

were still trying to please man, I would not be a servant of Christ. 

 

 Paul is forcefully, strongly arguing for the true gospel—even in he (Paul) or an angel 

or anyone preaches a contrary gospel, let him be accursed!!  He repeats it again for 

emphasis, “I now say it again” 

 “accursed” extremely strong word.  Anathema in Greek, which is sometimes used in 

the Catholic Church to show strong disapproval of someone, “let him be anathema” 

o “to be cursed” “to be doomed to destruction” “to be without hope of being 

redeemed” “something to be delivered to God for destruction or judgment” 

o Paul used it Rom 9:3, “I wish I myself were accursed, cut off from Christ for the 

sake of my brothers.” 

 

 
 

 “approval of men”  saying he is not backing down to these guys.  He does not do his 

ministry to please men, but God.  Judaizers were very persuasive and strong—even 

Peter was intimidated (later in the book), but Paul stands his ground and defends his 

ministry…I am a servant of Christ, seeking God’s approval. 

 

So what is the true gospel?  Paul will say more about this… but it means “good news” 

 

Good summary, (1 Cor 15:3-4) “That Christ died for sins according to the Scriptures, that 

he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to Scriptures.” 

 



Martin Luther and Reformers 1500’s  back to the message of the Bible, grace!  Church 

had told people that they needed to buy indulgences for prayers for the dead, give to the 

poor, do good works, traditions…to earn grace and favor of the church.   

1. Sola gratia (only by grace) 

2. Sola fide (only through faith) 

3. Sola Christus (in Christ alone) 

4. Sola Scriptura (Scripture alone) 

5. Soli De Gloria (for the glory of God alone) 

 

Luther loved the book of Galatians because it was a situation very similar to his… the 

majority of the people had turned to salvation by works of the law, not salvation by 

grace alone.  So he said in his commentary on Galatians, “For either Christ must remain, 

and the law perish, or the law must remain, or Christ perish.”  He is saying you can 

have them both—you can’t add requirements of the law to Christ, not the true gospel.  

Saying… 

 

Ephesians 2:8-9, “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith.  And this is not 

of yourselves, it is a gift of God so that no one may boast.” 

 

 

Put it Together, The Big Idea 

 Gospel has been REVERSED.   

 Turning from the true gospel of grace to a distorted gospel of Jesus + works of Law. 

 

LOOK 

Truths for Life 

 The gospel is about the person of Christ, paying the price for our sins, for the purpose 

of delivering us from slavery, by the power and will of God. (v4) 

 Protecting the true gospel is a serious matter. (accursed if you turn from it) (v9) 

 A servant of Christ protects the gospel of grace and lives for the approval of God and 

not men. (v10) 

 

TOOK 

For the Group 

 

1. How do people distort the gospel of grace today?  What are some things people or 

churches add to the gospel in this day and age? 



2. How can we protect the true gospel, the gospel of grace, in today’s world?  What does 

this look like practically? 

3. How can we live for the approval of God, not men?  When we are doing so, what are our 

priorities and motivations in life?  How do we know we are off track, what are the signs 

that tell us we are trying to win the approval of men and not God? 

 

Put it into Action 

1. How can you apply what you have learned in this passage?  Does anything stand out? 

 

 

Pray 

 Ask God… 

o To deepen your love and passion for the gospel. 

o To help you recognize false, reversed gospels; and to have the wisdom to know 

how to respond. 

o To help you live for his approval and glory first and foremost. 

o For opportunities to share the true gospel with others this week. 

 

 

For Further Study and Application: 

 Why does Paul emphasize that he was sent by Christ and not men? 

 What is the “different gospel” Paul is referring to in verse 6?   How would you define the 

true gospel? 

 What angel of heaven would preach a gospel other than Christ? 

 Where else does the Bible speak about false gospels? 

 What is the difference between winning the approval of men versus winning men for 

the approval of God?  Are there ways where we can do both—being God focused and 

not lose people by the way we live and reach out? 

 


