
Welcome to Going Deeper 
into Bible Study! 



Where We are Going Tonight 

• Heart of the Class 

• Survey: what are you looking for? 

• Reasons why we don’t study the Bible 

• Benefits to Bible study 

• Attitudes to have when we study the Bible 

• The Bible, can we trust it? 



Heart of the Class 

• God has spoken and still speaks through His 
Word!    (John 8:31-32) 

 

• God’s Word is powerful and accomplishes its 
purposes in our lives!    (Isaiah 55:10-11) 

 

 



• We need God’s Word to grow and to make a 
difference!  (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 

• Breathed out by God! 

• Useful for righteous living… 4 things 

• Teaching, what is right (the correct path) 

• Rebuking/reproof, what is not right (off path) 

• Correcting, how to get right (get back on path) 

• Training, how to stay  

right (keeping feet on path) 
 



– Breathed out by God, useful for righteous living 

 

– Equips us for spiritual battle 

• “So that the man of God may be thoroughly 
equipped for every good work” 

• Able, ready, proficient, furnished, made 
adequate, ready for service. 

• An army ready for battle. 

 

 

 



Heart of the Class 

• The joy of discovery as you study the Word is a 
live changing process!    

– Ezra   (Ezra 7:10) 

– Bereans   (Acts 17:11) 

 

 

 



• The joy of discovery as you study the Word is a 
live changing process!    

 

 “The Bible was given to show us how we can 
have a relationship with God.  To change our 
lives.  The Bible is a practical book, for it is 
concerned with practical godly living.  Bible 
study without personal application can be just 
an academic exercise with no spiritual battle.”
      -Rick Warren 

 



• The joy of discovery as you study the Word is a 
live changing process!    

 

 “We frequently come to the Bible to study it, 
to teach it, to preach it, to outline it—
everything but be changed by it… The Bible 
was not written to satisfy your curiosity, it was 
written to transform your life.  The ultimate 
goal of Bible study, then, is not to do 
something to the Bible, but allow the Bible to 
do something to you.”   

      -Howard Hendricks  

 



Survey 

• What are you looking to get out of this class? 

 

 

 



Reasons why we don’t study Bible 

• I don’t see how the Bible really applies to my 
life. 

• I’ve tried, but I just don’t know how. 

• I’m not a professional, isn’t that the pastor’s 
job? 

• I just don’t have time.  Don’t make it a priority. 

• I’m not sure the Bible is even true. 

• To be honest, it seems boring to me. 

 

 



Benefits from Studying the Bible 
From Jeff’s bookmark 

• To grow  (1 Peter 2:2) 

• To defeat sin  (Psalm 119:9,11) 

• To prepare for service  (2 Timothy 2:15) 

• To be blessed  (Joshua 1:8) 

• To help others  (1 Peter 3:15) 

• To know God’s will  (Jeremiah 9:23-24) 

 

 



10 Ways We Study the Bible 

• Study the Bible prayerfully 

• Study the Bible humbly 

• Study the Bible carefully 

• Study the Bible joyfully 

• Study the Bible simply 

 

 

 



10 Ways We Study the Bible 

• Study the Bible confidently 

• Study the Bible consistently 

• Study the Bible diligently 

• Study the Bible intentionally 

• Study the Bible personally 

 

 

 



I’m not sure the Bible is even true? 



Reliability of the Bible 

• Objection: “The Bible is full of myths, legends, 
and errors.  It cant be trusted.” 

 

 

 



Reliability of the Bible 

Lee Strobel Video 

• Beautiful in depth, wisdom, uniqueness 

• Eyewitness accounts 

• Repeatedly been authenticated by archaeology 

• Predictions/prophecies against all odds 

• Credible/documented miracles that confirm 

• Gospels are credible—reports accurate, 
agreement among, facts confirmed. 

 

 



 

 

 

Consider:  The Bible is not just one book, but 66 
books written over a 1500 year time span, on 
three continents (Europe, Asia, Africa), through 
the hands of at least 40 authors of various 
backgrounds (kings, fishermen, prophets) and 
under a variety of different circumstances 
(palaces, dungeons, islands, battlefields)… 

 

 



 

 

 

    Yet the Bible fits together in one consistent 
story.  You can’t understand the New 
Testament without the Old Testament and vice 
versa.  The OT speaks of the coming Messiah 
and the NT shows the Messiah to be Jesus 
Christ.  There is no other book like it!  How 
does it all fit together so well?  Because it is 
inspired, it is the hand of God, it really is the 
work of the Holy Spirit! 

 



Convince Me that it is the Word of God 

1. It must be historically accurate. 

 --Is our Bible today and accurate copy? 

 --Were the witnesses credible? 

2.   Supernatural content must have proof. 

 --The Prophecies about Jesus 

 --The Evidence for the Resurrection 

 

 

 



Historically Accurate? 

3 Tests to determine the accuracy  

of an ancient document. 

1. Bibliographical test 

2. Internal evidence test 

3. External evidence test 

 

 

 



Bibliographical Test 
How well do we know that what we have today 

reflects the original? 
Looks at number of copies/manuscripts and the 

interval in between the original and the early 
copy.   

• 5400 Greek Manuscripts of NT 

• 24,000 total ancient copies of portions 

• Earliest copy dated 110-125 AD – an interval 
of about 25-40 years. 

• We have a manuscript of Paul’s epistles 
dating less than 100 years after written. 

 

 



How does this compare with other ancient 
documents?   

Staggering difference! 

• These were not legends, myths (Santa Claus 
vs. St. Nicholas) 

• If there are changes over time, we can find 
them because of the large number of 
manuscripts. 



 



Reliability of the Bible 

• Copying Objection:  “The Bible is full of errors 
in copying.  We don’t know what was 
originally written.  Men have corrupted its 
meaning, changed it to meet their agendas.” 

– Apostles made things up to further their cause. 

– Early church leaders made it up (Constantine). 

– Dan Brown stuff, corrupted by those in power. 

 

 

 



Dr. Jones Video 
• The NT has not been preserved perfectly—it has 

been preserved to sufficiently recover the 
intended meaning of the original text. 

• A variation in copying is not an error in the 
meaning of the original text. 

• More than 90% of the variants in the NT texts are 
so insignificant that they aren’t even seen in 
translation. 

• A smaller percentage of variants—less than 1%--
affect how a passage is translated, but not in a 
way that significantly changes the meaning, 
point, or purpose of a text. 
 



 

 

GODISNOWHERE 
 



Do we have an accurate copy?  Changes… 

• In a few instances, scribes intentionally changed a 
text… 
– To include a well-known tradition 

– To clarify the meaning of a text 

– To emphasize a certain point  (Jn 3:16 “Son” 20:28 
“God”) 

• In nearly every case where the manuscripts vary, 
it is possible to reconstruct the original text with 
a high degree of certainty. 

• In the few instances where the reconstruction is 
uncertain, none of the possibilities changes the 
overall meaning , point, or purpose of a text. 

 



Conclusion 

 The weight of the evidence is clear, we can 
have complete confidence that the Bible we 
have today is accurate, conveys precisely the 
same words and meaning of the original 
documents. 



Welcome to Going Deeper 
into Bible Study! 

Week 2 



Last Week 

• Heart of the Class 

– God has spoken and still speaks through His Word!    
(John 8:31-32) 

– God’s Word is powerful and accomplishes its 
purposes in our lives!    (Isaiah 55:10-11) 

– The joy of discovery as you study the Word is a 
live changing process!   (Bereans, Acts 17:11) 

• Reasons why we don’t study the Bible 

– Don’t take time, don’t know how, doesn’t relate… 



Last Week 

• Benefits to Bible study 

– To grow, defeat sin, help others, know God’s will… 

• Attitudes to have when we study the Bible 

– Prayerfully, humbly, joyfully, consistently, 
diligently, with others in community 

• The Bible, can we trust it? 

 --Is our Bible today and accurate copy? 

 --Were the witnesses credible? 

• Tests of the reliability of an ancient document 



This Week 

• Finish reliability of the Bible 

• Look at the process of Bible study 

• Start the Inductive Method O.I.A. 

• Observing a passage 



Internal Evidence Test 
Who wrote?  Consistent?  Accurate? 

• N.T. writers were eyewitnesses 

• People living could easily confirm or deny the 
accuracy of their account 

• Honesty, dull and stubborn portrayal of the 
disciples.  Not made up!  (Geisler top 10) 

• Nothing to gain, everything to lose.  High 
stakes with persecution to come. 

OUR BIBLE IS CONSISTENT 



Top Ten Reasons We Know the  
NT Writers Told the Truth 

 
1. Include numerous embarrassing details 

about themselves. 

2. Include numerous embarrassing details and 
difficult sayings of Jesus. 

3. Include demanding sayings of Jesus. 

4. Include events about the Resurrection that 
they would not have invented. 

5. Include at least thirty historically confirmed 
public figures in their writings. 



Top Ten Reasons We Know the  
NT Writers Told the Truth 

 
6. Carefully distinguish Jesus’ words from their 

own. 
7. Include divergent details. 
8. Challenge their readers to check out verifiable 

facts, even facts about miracles. 
9. Describe miracles like other historical events: 

with simple, unembellished accounts. 
10.Abandoned their long-held sacred beliefs and 

practices, adopted new ones, and did not deny 
their testimony under persecution and threat of 
death. 
 



External Evidence Test 
Outside references, sources confirm/deny? 

• Early historians confirm (Tacitus, Josephus) 

• Early church fathers, more than a million 
quotations. 

• Archaeology confirms historical accuracy of 
the Bible. 

• Examples:  David, one language, Jericho’s 
walls, Hittities, Luke’s accuracy, details of 
Christ's life… 

BIBLE IS BASED ON HISTORY 

 



Supernatural Content must have Proof 

Messianic Prophecies  

• 300 O.T. prophecies about Christ 

• Details are out of human control;  

– Place of birth 

– Time of birth 

– People’s reactions (mocking, despising, rejecting) 

– Burial  



Supernatural Content must have proof 

Messianic Prophecies—skeptic “made up!” 

• N.T. writers could not have made these up 
after the fact. 

• Copy of Isaiah - 200 BC (Dead Sea Scrolls) 

• In Isaiah alone – born of a virgin, from the line 
of Jesse, special anointment of the Spirit, 
silent before accusers, wounded and bruised, 
smitten and spit upon, mocked, crucified with 
thieves, prayed for persecutors, rejected by his 
own people, buried in a rich man’s tomb. 

 



• Probability of Jesus fulfilling just 8 of 
predictions  1 in 10 to 17th power. 

• That much silver dollars, fill Texas 2 feet deep, 
mark a coin, tell blindfolded man, “find it!” 



Supernatural Content must have proof 

Evidence for the resurrection  (Craig) 

Determine the evidence to be explained 

• Jesus’ tomb was found empty 

• Different groups on different occasions 
experienced resurrected Jesus 

• First disciples sincerely believed Jesus’ 
resurrection despite every predisposition to 
the contrary 

 

 



Evidence for the resurrection  (Craig) 

Explaining the evidence 

Other explanations/theories do not measure up 

• Theft theory 

• Swoon theory 

• Wrong tomb theory 

• Hallucination theory 

Resurrection theory emerges as best 
explanation when compared with other 
theories 

 

 



Survey 

Top methods 
1. Inductive Method 

2. Verse study 

3. Character, word, chapter 

 

Other ideas – preparing for teaching, speaking, Bible 
study leading. 



Survey 

Top Topics 

1. Interpretation – principles, process 

2. Big idea, summarizing the passage 

3. Electronic resources 

4. Context, meditation/memory 

 

Other – keeping it fresh, application 

 



The Process of Bible Study 

• Imagine going to another country, experience 
culture, missions… 

• Observe their home—what do I see? 

• Understand their home—what does it mean? 

• Bring it back home—how does it relate? 

• Act upon what you learned in your home—
what do I do? (Application)  -Platt 

• Ethiopia Trips 



The Process of Bible Study 

SO… Scripture, taking what you learned in their 
home, understand its meaning, and apply it to 
your home—making truth a part of who you 
are and how you live. 

 









Inductive/OIA Method 

Observe – What do I see? 

SEE IT ! 

Interpret – What does it mean? 

KNOW IT ! 

Apply – How does it work in my life? 

DO IT ! 



Observation – What do I see? 

How to Make Good Observations: 

1. Mark up the passage (or grammatical layout) 

2. Write out 2-5 observations per verse 

3. Write out questions for interpretation 



Observation – What do I see? 
STEP 1: Marking up the Passage- try and modify 

Underline all verbs 

• A word of grouping of words to indicate either 
an action taking place (“I thank my God”) or 
that a state or condition exists (“God is 
faithful”) 

• Verbs are one of the most important indicator 
of what the author is trying to communicate, 
flow of thought. 

• Psalm 1 



Observation – What do I see? 
Marking up the Passage- try and modify 

Circle   key words or phrases 

 

• A word or phrase that is theologically 
significant.   

– Ps. 1  Blessed, delight in law,  

• A word or phrase that is repeated or 
emphasized.   

– wicked, righteous 

 



Observation – What do I see? 
Marking up the Passage- try and modify 

  Box    connecting words, linking words 

• Words that indicate the logical connection of 
words, phrases, or clauses/sentences. 

• “but” often indicates a contrast 

– Ps. 1 Walks not… but his delight is 

• “and, like, likewise, just as, also”  

– Points out a comparison 

– Similarities between two related ideas 

- Ps. 1  delight in law, and on law meditates 



Observation – What do I see? 
Marking up the Passage- try and modify 

• “because, for, therefore” reason or result 

– Ps. 1  For the Lord knows the way of the righteous 

– Therefore the wicked will not stand 

• “so that, in order that, that” reason or result, 
or purpose. 

• “if”  condition 

• “for, for this reason” explanation of a previous 
idea. 

 

 



Observation – What do I see? 
Marking up the Passage- try and modify 

Other ideas: 

• Color coordination 

• Brackets 

• Symbols 

 


