
Going Deeper into Bible Study       Parkview U      10/10/2013 

OBSERVATION 

STEP 1: Mark up the passage 

STEP 2: Write out 2-5 observations per verse 

STEP 3: Write out questions for interpretation  

 

INTERPRETATION 

STEP 1:  Research setting and context 

STEP 2:  Answer your questions for interpretation 

STEP 3:  Summarize the passage 

STEP 4:  Create a BIG idea 

STEP 5:  Come up with timeless truths based on your interpretation 

 

 Basic Principles for Interpretation 

1. Remember that context rules 

Be careful to avoid reading our 21st century, Western mindset into the text 

Seek to understand meaning attached to the paragraph and purpose of author, go to 

their home! 

2. Always seek the full counsel of the Word of God 

Avoid basing your doctrine on an obscure passage, let clear illuminate ambiguous 

Check your interpretation with other parts of Scripture; keep in mind the plan of God 

3. Remember that Scripture will never contradict Scripture 

a. Compare Scriptures, cross-references 

b. The best interpreter is Scripture 

4. Interpret Scripture plainly 

a. Use the literal sense unless there is some good reason not to. 

b. Use the figurative sense when the passage tells you to do so.  

c. Use the figurative sense if the expression is an obvious figure of speech. (see list) 

d. Use the figurative sense if a literal interpretation goes contrary to the context of 

the book, passage, or author’s purpose.   

e. Use the figurative sense if a literal interpretation involves a contradiction of 

another Scripture.  

f. Use the figurative sense if a literal meaning is impossible, absurd, or immoral.   

 

 

 

 



FIGURES OF SPEECH 

Anthropomorphism  

Attributing human features or actions to God 

The Lord’s hand is not so short that it cannot save; neither is His ear so dull that it cannot 

hear. (Isaiah 59:7) 

Apostrophe 

Addressing a thing as if it was a person, or an absent or imaginary person as if he was present. 

O death, where is your victory?  O death, where is your sting? (1 Cor. 15:55) 

Euphemism 

The use of a less offensive expression to indicate a more offensive one. 

Would that those who are troubling you would even mutilate themselves (Gal. 5:12) 

Hyperbole 

Exaggeration to say more than what is literally meant. 

I robbed other churches, taking wages from them to serve you (2 Cor. 11:8) 

Idiom 

An expression peculiar to a particular people 

He was gathered to his people, some have fallen asleep, Lord gave them into the hands 

of their enemies. 

Merism 

A substitution of two contrasting or opposite parts for the whole 

You know when I sit down and when I rise up (Psalm 139:2) 

Metaphor 

A comparison in which one thing represents another 

You are the light of the world (Mat. 5:14) 

Paradox 

A statement that seems absurd, self-contradictory, or contrary to logical thought 

Whoever wishes to save his life shall lose it; but whoever loses his life for my sake shall 

find it (Mt. 16:25) 

Personification 

Ascribing human characteristics or actions to inanimate objects or animals. 

The moon will be confounded and the sun ashamed (Isaiah 24:23)  

Rhetorical Question 

A questions that requires no response, yet forces one to answer mentally and consider its 

ramifications 

In God I have put my trust, I shall not be afraid.  What can man do to me? (Ps. 56:11) 

Simile 

A comparison using “like or as” 

 



 Do we see any of these figures of speech in Psalm 1?  How does this inform us of the 

meaning of the passage? 

 

 

 

Tackling a Tough Question 

1. List all the options of what it could be saying 

2. List the arguments and support for each option 

Seek out evidence for each option (use grammar, key words, context, cross-references, 

or understanding of theology) 

3. Choose the most likely option 

Weigh the evidence you have.  Give more weight to the immediate context, then book, 

then author, then other books/theology/Scripture as whole. 

4. Decide on your certainty level 

Step back and gauge the percent accuracy that you are correct.  Check with others and 

some commentaries to see what they have chosen and why. 

 

Example - Romans 7:13-25 

1. Could be describing a Christian experience or Paul before he was a Christian. 

2. Arguments: 

a. Before 

i. Sold under sin (7:14)  A believer is free from law (8:2) 

ii. Flesh used as a description of a non-believer by Paul in other places 

iii. Where is the Holy Spirit? 

iv. Focuses on defeat of sin—a characteristic of a non-believer 

b. After 

i. Flow of chapter, present tense (changed from past tense vv. 7-13) 

ii. I have desire to do what is right…I delight in law of God.  Non-believers do 

not have this desire/delight (8:7) 

iii. Struggle with sin is stated before and after thanksgiving of Christ’s 

deliverance in 7:25. 

iv. Paul didn’t seem to struggle with being divided before he was a Christian 

– confidence in flesh (Phil 3:4-6). 

v. Inner man struggle is portrayed as a Christian characteristic (Eph. 3:16; 2 

Cor 4:16, Gal 5). 

vi. Consistent with the flow of Romans, sin-salvation-sanctification 

vii. Consistent with a Christian experience. 

3. Most likely: Post-Christian Paul 



4. 80% 

 

What about Psalm 1? “in all that he does, he prospers” 

 

 

 

INTERPRETATION - STEP 3:  Summary 

 

 

Nehemiah At a Glance Chart 

DIVISION CHAPTER DESCRIPTION 

 

Rebuilding 

The 

Wall 

1 The Prayer of Nehemiah concerning Jerusalem 

2 The work of Nehemiah in rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem 

3 The work of Nehemiah in rebuilding the walls of a Jerusalem 

4 Opposition to rebuilding the walls 

5 The conflict of the Jewish people within Jerusalem 

6 Renewed opposition to rebuilding of the walls 

 

Reforming 

The 

People 

7 The registry of the people 

8-10 Revival under Ezra 

11 The repopulation of Jerusalem 

12 The dedication of Jerusalem’s walls 

13 The restoration of the people 

 

 

Acronym for Nehemiah about his prayer life 

 

Named God as awesome, great, faithful, and loving (1:5) 

Exuberant praise (1:5) 

Held God trustworthy and relied on him for taking precautions against enemies (4:9) 

Expected God to remember him and his efforts (5:19; 13:14, 22, 31) 

Mentioned sins to God (1:4-11) 

Inquired for God to strengthen him (6:9) 

Asked for God’s help: When he wanted to go back to Jerusalem (1:4-11) 

Held quick prayers for help: when he was talking to the king (2:4) 

 

 

 

 



What Nehemiah says about God… 

Attribute of God Reference Explanation from the story 

Universally Sovereign 1:5; 2:4, 20  God of heaven clears the way for those 

who honor him and frustrates those who 

are opposed to him. 

Completely Reliable 1:5; 9:32; 9:8 God keeps his covenant with those who 

love him and obey his commands.  God 

keeps his promises. 

Holy 1:6,7; 9:2 Because he is holy, the people realize 

their need for forgiveness 

Compassionate and 

forgiving 

9:17 God is a God of forgiveness 

Powerful 9:6; 4:20; 8:10 God created the universe and gave them 

strength and power 

Gracious 2:8, 18 The gracious hand of God let Nehemiah 

go back and rebuild the walls. 

Intimate and near 2:12; 6:12; 7:5 Draws close to his people and puts the 

right things in their hearts. 

 

Leadership qualities of Nehemiah: 

1. He was a leader of compassion.  He wept for his people when he heard that they had no 
wall 

2. He was a leader who was under God’s authority.  Nehemiah sought God’s will for the things 
that were going on in his life. 

3. He was a leader of transparent integrity.  He dealt with the people with honesty 
4. He was a leader of vision.  He saw that a great thing could be accomplished in the re-

building of the wall. 
5. He was a leader aware of his vulnerability.  Understood his fears and limitations. 
6. He was a leader who inspired people.  He inspired the people there in Jerusalem that the 

wall could be built. 
7. He was a leader who understood delegation.  He gave jobs to many people and organized 

the work into manageable groups of people. 
8. He was a leader who was strong against opposition.  He did not shrink back when there 

were problems. 
9. He was a leader who adapted to needs and circumstances.   
10. He was a leader of personal sacrifice. 
11. He was a leader who anticipated the next challenge and prepared for it. 
12. He was a leader of perseverance and tenacity. 



Continue the Story (Galatians 2:1-10) 

When Paul traveled to Jerusalem fourteen years after his first visit, the Jerusalem leaders 

did not require Titus to be circumcised, even though some false brothers tried to insist on it.  

The Jerusalem leaders added nothing to Paul’s gospel.  They did, however, validate Paul’s 

gospel and gave the right hand of fellowship to Paul and Barnabas as missionaries to the 

Gentiles. 

 

Poem (Galatians 1-2) 

 Paul’s message was unique, 

 It did not come from man. 

 He got it straight from God, 

 And preached throughout the land. 

  

 To Jerusalem he came, 

 By the Spirit he was forced, 

 He met with the church leaders, 

 His message they endorsed. 

 

Drawing 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Galatians Outline: 

I. PERSONAL: GRACE AND THE GOSPEL—chapters 1–2 

A. Grace declared in Paul’s message—1:1–10   

B. Grace demonstrated in Paul’s life—1:11–24 

C. Grace defended in Paul’s ministry—2:1–21 

1. Before the church collectively—2:1–10 

2. Before Peter personally—2:11–21 

II. DOCTRINAL: GRACE AND THE LAW—chapters 3–4 

A. The personal argument—3:1–5 

B. The scriptural argument—3:6–14 

C. The logical argument—3:15–29 

D. The historical argument—4:1–11 

E. The sentimental argument—4:12–18 

F. The allegorical argument—4:19–31 

III. PRACTICAL: GRACE AND THE CHRISTIAN LIFE—chapters 5–6 

A. Liberty, not bondage—5:1–12 

B. The Spirit, not the flesh—5:13–26 

C. Others, not self—6:1–10 

D. God’s glory, not man’s praise—6:11–18 

 

 Try it out for Psalm 1 

 

 

 

INTERPRETATION - STEP 4:  BIG idea 

 Capturing the main point of the passage in just a few words.  (See James Chart) 

 What is the author talking about?  What is he saying about what he is talking about? 

 This helps you if you are putting together a lesson, talk, sermon. 

 

 Psalm 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 


