
Going Deeper into Bible Study       Parkview U      10/17/2013 

OBSERVATION 

STEP 1:  Mark up the passage 

STEP 2:  Write out 2-5 observations per verse 

STEP 3:  Write out questions for interpretation  

 

INTERPRETATION 

STEP 1:  Research setting and context 

STEP 2:  Answer your questions for interpretation 

STEP 3:  Summarize the passage 

STEP 4:  Create a BIG idea 

STEP 5:  Come up with timeless truths based on your interpretation 

 

APPLICATION 

STEP 1:  Reflect – Pray and meditate 

STEP 2:  Respond – Come up with an action step 

STEP 3:  Recruit – get encouragement and accountability 

 

INTERPRETATION - STEP 5:  Timeless Truths (universal principles) 

 

Timeless Truth 

The theological, universal principle that applies to all people at all times.   It is a succinct 

statement of a universal truth.  Here, we are moving from specific (text) to general. 

 

 A timeless truth is biblical (should come from your interpretation work) 

 A timeless truth is compatible (agrees with the rest of Scripture and with other people) 

 A timeless truth is eternal (can be applied to life in any age/time period) 

 A timeless truth is cross-cultural (can be applied to all people) 

 A timeless truth is applicable (speaks to the needs, interests, and problems of today) 

 

Hendricks, “The ability to state principles from Scripture is one of the most powerful skills you 

can develop in terms of application… crafting of useful and accurate principles requires 

accurate understanding of the text and perceptive insight into our own context.” 

 

Some questions to consider as you are coming up with timeless truths: 

RESEARCH IT! 



 What can you discover about the original context in which this passage was written and 

applied? 

 Given that original context, what does the text mean? 

WRITE IT! 

 What fundamental, universal truths are presented in this passage? 

 Can you state that truth in a simple sentence or two, a statement that anyone could 

understand? 

REFLECT ON IT! 

 What issues in your own culture and your own situation does this truth address? 

 What are the implications of this principle when applied to your life and the world 

around you?  What changes does it require?  What values does it reinforce?  What 

difference does it make? 

 

 Try Psalm 1. 

 

 

 

 

A timeless truth or not a timeless truth? 

 If you want to be blessed by God, stay away from the influence of the wicked and 

meditate on God’s word. 

 Chaff is the part of the grain plant that blows away in the wind on the threshing floor. 

 David delighted in God’s law and probably spent many hours meditating on it as a 

shepherd. 

 The one who delights in God’s law will be bear fruit and prosper. 

 

 

APPLICATION 

 

What is Application? 

 The process of taking your knowledge of Scripture and making it a part of your life. 

 It is, after discovering meaning of the passage of Scripture, putting the truth into 

practice—practicing what we preach! 

 

It is the final stage of good Bible study and discovery.  Do the hard work of observing, 

finding the meaning, developing the universal truth to apply—then putting it to practice!! 

 



3 Important Passages on Applying the Word of God 

1. Building Your House on a Solid Foundation 
 

46 “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say? 47 I will show you what he 

is like who comes to me and hears my words and puts them into practice. 48 He is like a 

man building a house, who dug down deep and laid the foundation on rock. When a 

flood came, the torrent struck that house but could not shake it, because it was well 

built. 49 But the one who hears my words and does not put them into practice is like a 

man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. The moment the torrent 

struck that house, it collapsed and its destruction was complete.”  (Luke 6:46–49) 

 

2. Looking Intently into a Mirror 

 
22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 23 

Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at 

his face in a mirror 24 and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets 

what he looks like. 25 But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives 

freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it—he 

will be blessed in what he does.   (James 1:22–25) 

 

3. Good Soil 

Parable of the soils:  Mark 4:13–20 

Farmer sows seed, 

 Some fell on path, birds came and ate it. 

 Some fell on rocks, but withered in sun because it had shallow roots. 

 Some fell among thorns, were chocked out by them 

 Some fell on good soil, produced a huge crop. 

 
13 Then Jesus said to them, “Don’t you understand this parable? How then will you 

understand any parable? 14 The farmer sows the word. 15 Some people are like seed 

along the path, where the word is sown. As soon as they hear it, Satan comes and takes 

away the word that was sown in them. 16 Others, like seed sown on rocky places, hear 

the word and at once receive it with joy. 17 But since they have no root, they last only a 

short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall 

away. 18 Still others, like seed sown among thorns, hear the word; 19 but the worries of 

this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke 



the word, making it unfruitful. 20 Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, 

accept it, and produce a crop—thirty, sixty or even a hundred times what was sown.”  

SOILS…what type are you Mark 4:1-20?  Break down… 

 The path, birds ate it, (Satan takes away)   

o Heart is hard, not willing to do the Word. 

 Rocky soil, came up but sun scorched & withered, develops no roots (no depth, 

persecution).   

o No depth, not applying it, not making it a part of life!! 

 Thorny soil, thorns choked, (cares of world, riches, and desires for things choke)  

Distracted, don’t put in the time to study Word, filled with anxiety and cares of 

world, running after idols—money and materialism. 

 Good soil, produce grain and many crops (hear, accept, fruit) 

Luke 8:15, “As for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it 

fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patience.” 

 

 So…which of the following best describes your heart toward the Word? 

o Path, thud of a hard-packed heart? 

o Rocks, the withering of a shallow heart? 

o Thorns, congestion of a weed-choked heart? 

o Good, the productivity of a receptive heart? 

 

 

OTHER KEY VERSES FOR APPLYING THE WORD 

Psalm 119  

18 Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your law.  
20 My soul is consumed with longing for your laws at all times.  
24 Your statutes are my delight; they are my counselors.  
47 for I delight in your commands because I love them. 48 I lift up my hands to your 

commands, which I love, and I meditate on your decrees.  
59 I have considered my ways and have turned my steps to your statutes. 60 I will hasten 

and not delay to obey your commands. 

 
19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I 



have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

(Matthew 28:19–20) 

 

Some examples in Scripture 

1. Ezra – devoted his heart, set his heart to study God’s Word, live it out, and teach it (Ezra 

7:10) 

2. Bereans – received the Word with eagerness, examined Scriptures daily (Acts 17:11) 

3. Jesus – Loved Word, quoted, prayed, used it against Satan, fulfilled all that God wanted, 

“I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do.” (Jn. 

17:4) 

 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. From looking at all of these verses shared so far,  

a. Why is it important to apply God’s Word? 

b. What are the benefits of applying God’s Word? 

c. What type of attitudes should we have toward God’s Word? 

 

 

 

2. Is there a verse, image, or phrase that particularly stands out to you?  Explain. 

 

 

 

Steps of APPLICATION 

STEP 1:  Reflect – Pray and meditate 

STEP 2:  Respond – Come up with an action step 

STEP 3:  Recruit – get encouragement and accountability 

 

Application Quotes: 

 

There’s an inherent danger in Bible study, it can degenerate into a process that’s 

intellectually fascinating but spiritually frustrating.  You can get mentally excited by the 

truth, yet fail to be morally changed by it… our task, then, is two-sided.  First, we must 

get into the Word of God for ourselves.  But then we must allow that Word of God to 



get into us, to make a permanent difference in our character and conduct.   Howard 

Hendricks 

 

We frequently come to the Bible to study it, to teach it, to preach it, to outline it—

everything but be changed by it…  The Bible was not written to satisfy your curiosity, it 

was written to transform your life.  The ultimate goal of Bible study, then, is not to do 

something to the Bible, but allow the Bible to do something to you.  Howard Hendricks 

 

The benefit of Bible study is not derived from methods, techniques, or diligent efforts to 

decipher the text.  The benefits it obeying the voice of the Lord—receiving what He says 

and putting it into practice.  Application doesn’t happen by osmosis or by chance; 

application is by intent…respond to God, not a rule book!   Navigators 

 

Application is important.  The Bible was given to show us how we can have a 

relationship with God.  To change our lives.  The Bible is a practical book, for it is 

concerned with practical godly living.  Bible study without personal application can be 

just an academic exercise with no spiritual battle.   Rick Warren 

 

You can be a walking Bible encyclopedia; with your head crammed full of biblical 

knowledge, but it won’t do you any good if you don’t apply it practically in daily living.  If 

you study the Word without applying it to your life, you are no better off than the 

Pharisees and Sadducees of Jesus’ day.  You really don’t know the Scriptures until you 

put them into practice.   Rick Warren 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. What are the roadblocks to application of the Word?  In other words, why don’t we do it 

more?  Why can it be easily neglected?  Why is little time spent on it? 

 

 

 

 

2. How do you personally go about taking the truths of Scripture and making them a part 

of your life?  What things do you do to absorb, internalize, and apply God’s Word? 

 

 

 

 



A suggested process:  Reflect and Respond—applying the Word  

Pray—for insight, for an open heart, for the Spirit to do His Work, for willingness!! 

 

Meditate—we need to take time, energy, and effort in absorbing and internalizing truth.  Ways: 

a. Visualize the story in your mind. 

b. Emphasize words in the passage.  I can do all things through Christ who strengthens 

me.  I can do all… etc 

c. Paraphrase the passage.  Write it out in your own words. 

d. Personalize the passage.  Insert “I,me”  Ps 19 

Your law revives my soul.  Your testimony makes me wise.  Etc. 

e. Pick one verse, write it down, write out your prayer back to God.  Ps 23 “thank you 

for being my shepherd…” 

f. Meditation mapping—put verse in middle and circle, bracket, write things out 

around it—whatever comes to mind about the words/phrases. 

g. Journal out what it means to you and places in your life where it can be applied. 

 

Respond—we need to do something in response to what we know and meditate on. 

Always need to ask, “Is there an area of my life where this truth is needed?” 

Use the acronym  SPECK 

 S—is there a sin for me to avoid? 

 P—is there a promise from God for me to claim? 

 E—is there an example for me to follow? 

 C—is there a command for me to obey? 

 K—is there knowledge about God and Jesus to absorb? 

 

Write out what you will do, be specific.  I will… 

Make sure it is specific.  Use the acronym SMART 

 Is it Specific enough? 

 Is it Measurable?  Can I track this? 

 Is it Attainable?  A realistic goal? 

 Is it Rewarding?  Is it relevant to what I need in my life to obey? 

 Is it Time-bound?  How will I know when I have completed my 

application? 

Memorize and share 

o What verse stands out that I need to memorize? 

o Who can I share this truth with?  How can this person keep me encouraged and 

accountable? 


