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     Haggai  

 

1. Background 

 

2. Haggai 1:1-15 ESV In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, on the first day of the 

month, the word of the LORD came by the hand of Haggai the prophet to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, 

                                                                          2                               

                                                                                3 Then the word of the 

LORD came by the hand of Haggai the prophet,   4                                                   

                                                  5                                                       

             6 You have sown much, and harvested little. You eat, but you never have enough; you        

but you never have your fill. You clothe yourselves, but no one is warm. And he who earns wages does so 

                                     7                                                     8 Go up to the 

hills and bring wood and build the house, that I may take pleasure in it and that I may be glorified, says 

            9 You looked for much, and behold, it came to little. And when you brought it home, I blew 

it away. Why? declares the LORD of hosts. Because of my house that lies in ruins, while each of you 

                                     10                                                                

                                 11 And I have called for a drought on the land and the hills, on the grain, 

the new wine, the oil, on wh                                                                        

12 Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, with all the 

remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the LORD their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as 

                                                                   13                               

                                                                                             14 And 

the LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of 

Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people. And they 

                                                                15 on the twenty-fourth day of the 

month, in the sixth month, in the second year of Darius the king. 

 

3. Priorities  

Haggai 1:4 NET Is it right for you to live in richly paneled houses while my temple is in ruins? 

 

Haggai 1:9 NET ‘Y    x                                                                                   

                           W                                       ‘B                            

ruins, thanks to each of you favoring his own house! 

 

The result of misplaced priorities, of caring only for physical needs while neglecting spiritual needs, of 

working for self  and following your own will rather than for God and His will, will be ruin. 

 

Haggai 1:6 NIV You have planted much, but have harvested little. You eat, but never have enough. You 

drink, but never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages, only to put them in 

a purse with holes in it. 
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Both our time and our financial resources are gifts from God. We are to be good stewards of both. If we 

withhold what is rightly due Him, ours needs will increase. If we give back to God what He first gave to 

us, we will be blessed (not necessarily financially, but we will be blessed, beyond what we give back to 

the Lord- we can't out give the Lord). 

 

Matt 6:33 ESV But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be 

added to you. 

 

Prov 11:24-25 ESV One gives freely, yet grows all the richer; another withholds what he should give, and 

                     25 Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, and one who waters will himself be 

watered. 

 

Prov 3:9-10 ESV                                                                                 10 then 

your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine. 

 

Mal 3:10 ESV Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby 

put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour 

down for you a blessing until there is no more need. 

 

Luke 6:38 ESV give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running 

                                 F                                                              

 

Are we to wait until we have an abundance of wealth or time to give back to the Lord? 

Haggai 2:17 NET I struck all the products of your labor with blight, disease, and hail, and yet you brought 

                               

 

Hab 3:17-18 ESV Though the fig tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the produce of the 

                                                                                                                 

 18 yet I will rejoice in the LORD; I will take joy in the God of my salvation. 

 

Most here would probably verbalize that God is their priority- but what do your actions- the time 

spent in His Word and praying to Him, your willingness to follow His will rather than your own, 

and your financial giving, indicate? 

 

"Modern man worships his work, works at his play, and plays at his worship." 

 

Are you a "1" or a "2"? 

Phil 1:21 ESV For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 

Phil 2:21 ESV For they all seek their own interests, not those of Jesus Christ. 
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4. Urgency 

Haggai 1:2 ESV Thus says the LORD of hosts: These people say the time has not yet come to rebuild the 

                    

God had clearly told them to rebuild the temple. But opposition from those around them, financial  

hardship, and  the perception that it couldn't be done, convinced them otherwise. 

 

Understand that with most opportunities to be used by God, and especially when there is an opportunity 

to be most effective for God, there will almost certainly be opposition: 

 

1 Cor 16:9 NAS for a wide door for effective service has opened to me, and there are many adversaries. 

 

What is God calling you to do right now that you are delaying? 

                                        He can do the impossible. It is such a shame we limit Him to 

                   W        

 

One thing for sure which there is urgency:  

 

2 Cor 6:2b NAS Behold, now is the acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation! 

 

5.  God's presence 

Haggai 1:2  ESV Thus says the LORD of hosts: These people say the time has not yet come to rebuild the 

house of the LORD.    

God does not say "My people". This is an expression of God's displeasure.  

Haggai was not just concerned with the temple structure- to him the temple represented the presence of 

God, and that was his main concern.  

Once truly saved, we cannot lose our salvation. And, all New Testament believers are indwelt and sealed 

with the Holy Spirit. But, how much we are filled with the Spirit (Eph 5:18) depends on how much we 

yield to the power of the Holy Spirit and to God's will. (Being filled with the Spirit is a constant process- 

having previously been "filled" does not mean you will now. 

Just like Samson, believers once filled with the Holy Spirit, focused on following the Lord their God with 

all their heart and with all their soul and with all their mind and with all their strength, can subtly lose that 

focus without realizing it. 

One of the saddest verses in the Bible : 

Judges 16:20 NET    S              P                     S     !                                        

                                     But he did not realize that the LORD had left him. 

 

What did those Haggai is referring to (and what do we) need to do to draw closer to God? 

 

God doesn't change. How much we feel the presence of God does not depend on Him,  it depends on how 

much we are drawing to Him. 

James 4:8 ESV Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and 

purify your hearts, you double-minded. 

Right now, how close do you feel to God? What do you need to do to draw closer?  
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6. Repentance, obedience, and reverence for the Lord 

Hag 1:12-13 NAS  Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high 

priest, with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the LORD their God and the words of 

Haggai the prophet, as the LORD their God had sent him. And the people showed reverence for the 

        13 Then Haggai, the messenger of the LORD, spoke by the commission of the LORD to the 

                 ‘I am with you,                      

 

God is a pursuing God- Jonah and the prodigal son. Will you respond? 

 

7. Hard work 

Haggai 1:6 NIV You have planted much, but have harvested little. You eat, but never have enough. You 

drink, but never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages, only to put them in 

                           

 

2 common patterns today: 

a. Sluggard  

Prov 13:4 ESV The soul of the sluggard craves and gets nothing, while the soul of the diligent is richly 

supplied. 

"The sluggard desires the gain of diligence without the diligence that gain" 

Desires to be wise without study, desires riches without labor 

 

b. Workaholic, will wear him or herself out to accomplish things, but does it without God's strength, and 

without a goal of glorifying God 

Prov 23:4 NET Do not wear yourself out to become rich; be wise enough to restrain yourself. 

Eccl 2:10-11 NET I did not restrain myself from getting whatever I wanted; I did not deny myself 

anything that would bring me pleasure. So all my accomplishments gave me joy; this was my reward for 

all my effort    11 Yet when I reflected on everything I had accomplished and on all the effort that I had 

 x                                                                                             

profitless—                      !                                              

 

c. There should be a 3rd pattern- working with all of our effort, magnified with the strength of God, for 

the glory of God 

Col 3:23-24 NAS W                                                                              24 

knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you 

serve. 

Eccl 9:10a ESV Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might, 

Mark 12:30 ESV And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 

with all your mind and with all your strength   

 

Working hard for self gain and for self glory, is not a sin restricted to unbelievers! 

Gal 3:3 (NAS) Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected in the flesh? 
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Instead: 

    41 16 (  V)  I cannot do it                     P         but God will give Pharaoh the answer he 

          

 

2 Cor 3:5 (NAS) Not that we are adequate in ourselves to consider anything as coming 

from ourselves, but our adequacy is from God. 

 

1 Pet 4:11 ( E ) W                                           Whoever serves, do so 

with the strength that God supplies, so that in everything God will be glorified through  

Jesus Christ. To him belong the glory and the power forever and ever. Amen. 

 

2 Cor 9:8(NIV) And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at 

 all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 

 

2 Cor 9:10 (ESV) He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply 

and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 

 

Ps 121:2-3(NET) My help comes from the Lord, the Creator of heaven and earth!  

May he not allow your foot to slip! May your protector not sleep!  

 

Ps 18:29 (NET) Indeed, with your help I can charge against an army                    

I can jump over a wall. 

 

Eph 3:20 Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, 

according to the power at work within us, 

 

Phil 4:13 (ESV) I can do all things through him who strengthens me. 

 

                                                                                

 

Which of these 3 work patterns best describes you right now? Regardless of where you are at, what 

can you do to better bring it in line with God's ideal? 
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7. Take courage 

Hag 2:4-9 ‘B       take courage  Z                               ‘take courage also, Joshua son of 

Jehozadak, the high priest, and all you people of the land take courage                      ‘          

for I am with you                LORD of hosts    5 ‘                                                  

out of Egypt, My Spirit is abiding in your midst; do not fear!    6  F                 LORD of hosts  ‘     

more in a little while, I am going to shake the heavens and the earth, the sea also an                  7 ‘  

will shake all the nations; and they will come with the wealth of all nations, and I will fill this house with 

                 LORD of hosts    8 ‘              M                    M                   LORD of hosts   

 9 ‘                                                                          LORD of hosts  ‘            

                                       LORD of hosts   

 

I cannot find anywhere in the Bible where God says He will give us courage.  

Instead we are commanded to be courageous, or to take courage. 

Courage comes from a knowledge of who God is, faith that He loves us, the assurance of God's presence, 

the pursuit of right causes, and the promise of God's sovereign promise over things.  

God gives us faith to believe and be saved (Eph 2:8-9), but the faith in His promises comes from actively 

seeking it, from knowing God intimately, from "taking it". (Ps 71:1-3, Ps 31:1-3) 

 

     31 6   S  Be strong and courageous, do not be afraid or tremble at them, for the LORD your God 

is the one who goes with you                                          

Josh 1:5b-7 NAS  Just as I have been with Moses, I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you    6  B         

and courageous, for you shall give this people possession of the lan                                                 7 

 Only be strong and very courageous; be careful to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded 

you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, so that you may have success wherever you go. 

Deut 31:6 Be strong and courageous, do not be afraid or tremble at them, for the Lord your God is the one 

who goes with you. He will not fail you or forsake you. 

Ps 27:13-14 I would have despaired unless I had believed that I would see the goodness of the Lord In the 

land of the living. Wait for the Lord; Be strong and let your heart take courage; Yes, wait for the Lord. 

M    9 22 B                                                 take courage                                 

At once the woman was made well. 

M    14 27 B                                             Take courage                              

John 16:33 These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have 

tribulation, but take courage; I [God]have                      

 

Courage based on our strength leads to pride and will fail. Courage in our sovereign God should never 

fail. 

Consider "discouraged", "encouraged". 

The discouraged can be encouraged when they grasp the sovereignty of God. 

"Lord of hosts"- translated "the Lord who rules over all". 

Appears 14 times in these 38 verses! Refers to the sovereignty of God. One of the most reassuring 

doctrines in the Bible!  

The Lord's presence and sovereignty should give everyone courage! 

 

Would you consider yourself courageous? What do you need to do, what will you do, to "take 

courage"? 
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8. The temple(s) of God 

1 Cor 6:18-20 ESV Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, 

but the sexually immoral person sins against his             19 Or do you not know that your body is a 

temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? Y                       20 for you were 

bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. 

 

2 Cor 6:16-18 ESV What agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living 

God                                                                                                 

                               17 Therefore go out from their midst, and be separate from them, says     

                                                             18 and I will be a father to you, and you shall 

                                                      

 

What is the condition of your temple? What do you need to "rebuild" and maintain  your temple? 

 

 

9. In all of these questions, not just today but always, Consider your ways! 

 

Haggai 1:5 ESV : Now, therefore, thus says the LORD of hosts: Consider your ways. 

NET Think carefully about what you are doing. 

Haggai 1:7 ESV Thus says the LORD of hosts: Consider your  ways. 

Haggai 2:15 NET Now therefore reflect carefully on the recent past, 

Haggai 2:18 ESV Consider from this day onward, 

 

Ps 139:23-24 ESV Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me and know my th      !   24 And see if 

there be any grievous way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting! 

 

We don't have to ask God to search our hearts- He knows them perfectly: 

Ps 139:1 ESV O LORD, you have searched me and known me! 

When we pray Ps 139:23-24, we are really asking that God would help us to consider our ways, to 

discern where we fall short, and with the help of His Holy Spirit, address those areas. 

How are you doing? 

 

 

 

 

 


