
 

BOUGHT BACK! 

RETURN AND SEEK THE LORD 

Hosea 
Grad Group (Sept 11, 2016) 

CULTURE 
Hosea’s message was given to the Northern Kingdom (Israel) during 

the reign of King Jereboam II in the 700’s BC.  It was a time of pros-

perity in the land (2 Chron. 26:10).  There was wealth, luxuries, build-

ings going up, etc (Hosea 8:14).  However, it was also a time of great 

injustices to the poor.  And it was a time of great idolatry—Baal wor-

ship was strong and they were building high places and Asherah poles 

(2 Kings 17:7-12).  Hosea’s ministry (753-715 BC), extended through 

the siege and exile of Israel (the Northern kingdom fell in 722 BC).  

 

 

CONTENTS 

Hosea’s  

marriage 

and its  

message 

1. Marriage to Gomer 

2. Back to harlotry, I will betroth you forever 

3. Bought back, command to remarry 

Prophecies 

of judgment 

and prom-

ises of     

restoration 

4. Israel has become a harlot by its Idolatry 

5. Judgment upon Israel 

6. Israel’s loyalty to God is fleeting 

7. Punishment for evil deeds 

8. The enemy will come to overtake Israel 

9. God will punish this harlotry 

10. The king of Israel will be completely cut off 

11. Assyria will be the new king, future promises 

12. History of Jacob and Epharim (Israel) 

13. Harsh destruction upon Israel 

14. Return to God and be blessed 



Israel and Judah at the Time of Hosea   c. 740 B.C. 

 

Hosea prophesied during a time of great political turbulence in Israel 

and Judah. The early part of his ministry witnessed a brief period of 

resurgence under the reign of Jeroboam II, who captured much of 

Syria for Israel. Within a couple decades, however, Israel and Syria at-

tacked Judah, but Assyria in turn attacked Israel and captured Galilee 

and Gilead. Finally, in 722 B.C., the Assyrians captured Samaria itself 

and annexed the rest of Israel’s territory into their empire.  (ESV SB) 

CULTURE 



CHIEF CHARACTERS 

 God:  Shows judgment on sin, yet unconditional love for His 

people, faithfulness.  

 Hosea:  Follows/Seeks God during a difficult time for the nation 

and called to do difficult things to get God’s message across. 

 Gomer:  Turned to adultery—yet bought out of that lifestyle 

by Hosea. Picture of God’s redemption, love, covenant. 

 Lo-Ruhamah==Ruhamah (Daughter) “not pitied, no mercy” 

name changed to, “Loved, I will have compassion.” 

 Lo-Ammi==Ammi (Son) “not my people” to “my people” 

 (1:9 vs. 2:23) Demonstrating God’s mercy on the  

 nation though their sins were great. 

 

CRUCIAL THEMES 

 Hosea’s Marriage: Harlotry/Adultery = Idolatry/Unfaithfulness 
to Mosaic covenant (Deut 28). Gomer = People of Israel, their 

idolatry is spiritual adultery—2:2-4, 4:12-14; 5:4. 

 Judgment and Salvation  

 God judges: idolatry, lack of trust and rebellion, sins (list, 4:1-2). 

13:8,16 (sometimes in very harsh language)  8:13-14; 9:1. 

 God Saves: “no Savior besides me” (13:4). Verses 11:8-10 vividly 

reveal God’s love and commitment to his people, saves/restores 

 Illustrated in the many metaphors used of God. 

 Return to God, Seek the Lord  

 (because of his compassion)  6:1-3; 12:5-6; 10:12; 14:1-2. 

 God’s Character 

 Covenantal love:  hesed (2:19; 3:1-3; 11:3-4,8; 14:4) 

 One of the most important word in the OT (245x).  

Keeping promise, loyalty, faithfulness, graciousness, kind-

ness, favor, goodness. Often translated “steadfast love”  

 Savior  (13:4); Lord—King—Ruler  (12:5); Truthfulness and

 Righteousness (14:9) 

 

CROSS REFERENCES 

The message of Hosea is a foreshadow of what was to come—the 

unfaithfulness of mankind, yet the loving, redeeming heart of God to 

save and redeem people from sin through His Son. 

Redemption through Christ’s sacrifice 

 Colossians 1:13-14; Ephesians 1:5-10 



The importance of returning to God, receiving grace, and sub-

mitting anew to the life of following hard after Him. 

 James 4:6-10 

 

Hosea’s use of the names of the children are used as an illustra-

tion that God has a heart all nations (Gentiles) to come to 

Christ and be his people.  Rom 9:25; 1 Peter 2:10 

 

CHOICE VERSES 

2:19-20 - ”And I will take you for my wife forever; I will take you 

for my wife in righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love, and 

in mercy.  I will take you for my wife in faithfulness; and you shall 

know the LORD.” (NRSV) 

10:12 “Sow for yourselves righteousness; reap steadfast love; 

break up your fallow ground, for it is time to seek the Lord, that 
he may come and rain righteousness upon you.” 
 

CAPTION (Big Idea) 

Bought Back!  God’s Covenant Love to an Adulterous People 

Therefore, return and seek the Lord. 

 

CENTRAL LESSIONS 

 God is faithful to love even when his people are unfaithful—

He redeems sinners through Christ! 

 God judges sin and punishes people who turn from Him. 

 When someone returns to God, seeks Him, follows his ways; 

then God will revive, raise up, and bless! 

 

COME TO A CONCLUSION 

Discussion Time—what has stood out to you?  Why?  Where 

in your life do you need to apply this truth?  

 

 

 

Prayer Huddles, share requests and pray 
 


