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Minor Prophets Study - Theme: Seek the Lord.  

Repentance – turn from sin. Pursue – follow God’s ways with all your heart. 

Hosea 10:12 “Break up your fallow ground, for it is time to seek the Lord. 

Earlier in Hosea – “Return and seek the Lord” 

 

Joel 

Name means “Yahweh is God” 

Possibly a Temple Prophet, priest, or elder 

Probably from Judah or even Jerusalem  

 

Date of the Book 

Scholars Disagree because no extra-biblical evidence of Joel, range from 800s to 500s. 

Possibly right before a major invasion by a world power—shortly before 722, or 586 

Many scholars suggest Later Date, after exile, temple may be operating but no king. 

The book may have been used for national liturgy and worship during a crisis—may have 

wanted to have a more general feel to be used at any point. 

Purpose: call Israelites to lament and return to the Lord during a time of national calam-

ity/crisis/tragedy. 

 

WALK THROUGH BOOK 

Theme: 

Israel’s sin led to disaster 

But God’s mercy creates hope 

The past becomes an image of the future 

Outline: 

A past day of the Lord (Chapter 1) Locusts, call to repent 

A future day of the Lord (Chapter 2a) An imminent disaster for Jerusalem, call to re-

pent, acts 

God’s Response (2b) Defeat the invaders, restoration of devastated land, God’s pres-

ence 

THE future day of the lord (Chapter 2c-Ch 3) Evil conquered, all creation renewed, 

Spirit in hearts from all peoples 

Outline from Gospel Transformation Bible: 

The Judgment against Judah and the Day of the Lord (1:1–2:17) 

Locust invasion: forerunner of the day of the Lord (1:1–20) 

Army invasion: the arrival of the day of the Lord (2:1–17) 

The Mercy of the Lord and Judgment against the Nations (2:18–3:21) 

Mercy: the Lord responds by restoring his people (2:18–32) 

Judgment: the Lord’s judgment against the nations and his dwelling with his people 

(3:1–21) 

http://www.esvbible.org/Joel+1-2.17/
http://www.esvbible.org/Joel+1/
http://www.esvbible.org/Joel+2.1-17/
http://www.esvbible.org/Joel+2.18-3.21/
http://www.esvbible.org/Joel+2.18-32/
http://www.esvbible.org/Joel+3/


I. TWO ASPECTS OF GOD’S CHARACTER  

Judgment and Mercy 

 

 God judges evil nations because they persecute His people. (Assyria and Babylon – 

other nations listed in Joel 3). God also judges his people when they disobey him. 

 

 Yet God has mercy, God restores His people because they belong to Him. 

          Outward Restoration:  The Land—Nehemiah and Ezra, ultimate: when Christ comes! 

          Inward Restoration:  The Spirit in People’s Hearts—Pentecost 

Ultimate example of this Jer 31(write law on hearts, forgive sins, all will know the Lord).   

  

What is the REASON God acts this way? Judging Evil and Restoring  

       ...To reveal the beauty of His glory, who He is! 

  

 
*4 Ways God shows who He is and a response according to how he has revealed this. 

 

II. GOD SHOWS HIS PEOPLE AND THE NATIONS WHO HE IS. 
  

ONE  God is Jealous for His Name…  
     27 You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, 

    and that I am the LORD your God and there is none else.  

  And my people shall never again be put to shame.   (2:27) 

 

TWO RESPONSES 

 Response, fear and awe.              Best Picture: tornado, hurricane                                                            
11 The LORD utters his voice  

before his army,  

  for his camp is exceedingly great;  

he who executes his word is powerful.  

  For the day of the LORD is great and very awesome;  

who can endure it?                                   (2:11) 
  

Response, Turn and Seek Him. 

 12 “Yet even now,” declares the LORD,  

“return to me with all your heart,  

  with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;  

 13 and rend your hearts and not your garments.”  

  Return to the LORD your God,  

for he is gracious and merciful,  
  slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love;  

and he relents over disaster.    (2:12-13) 

  

Relent/Repent/Change Mind—Like us and not like us, Like us in that we are changing 

what we are going to do—go a different route.  Difference—we do so with new in-

formation we did not know, God knows the info before, but does so to show the 



consistency of His character—know what we will do, but has determined to act ac-

cording to that knowledge. 

POINT—Fast weep, mourn, cry out, REASON, God has mercy! 

Example:  Psalm 51 

  
TWO   God is a Refuge in Trials… Response, trust. 

  But the LORD is a refuge to his people,  

a stronghold to the people of Israel.    (3:16) 

Chronic Back Pain—must come to God in the midst of uncertainty. 

Psalm 46:1  God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble 

What is your trial? 
  

THREE  God is Steadfast in His Love  (Hesed)       covenant faithfulness as he loves.                  

  Return to the LORD your God,  

for he is gracious and merciful,  
  slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love;  

and he relents over disaster.           (2:13) 

 

(Hesed) one of the most important word in the OT   

Keeping promise, loyalty, faithfulness, graciousness, kindness, favor, goodness 

Best picture of this is a good parent—love is a choice no matter what we do as kids 

 

Response, praise.   Only thing we can do in this situation, not about us 

 26 “You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied,  

and praise the name of the LORD your God,  

who has dealt wondrously with you.  

  And my people shall never again be put to shame.     (2:26) 

  

FOUR  God’s Plan is for His Grace to Extend to All Peoples.  

 28  “And it shall come to pass afterward,  

that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh;  

  your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,  

your old men shall dream dreams,  

and your young men shall see visions.  

 29 Even on the male and female servants  

in those days I will pour out my Spirit.   (2:28-29) 

 

Response: Rely on His Spirit to spread His Gospel  

to all nations. 

 Quoted and Fulfilled in Acts 2, Day of Pentecost 

 Happening now in the world through us !! 

 

All peoples— quoted in Romans 10:12—“there is no difference between Jew or non-

Jew”;  “ALL who call on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 

 Gal 3:28—“there is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, but all 
are one in Christ Jesus.” 



 

Same Spirit that empowered the Prophets of Old, now empowers all believers!!  

“priesthood of believers” 

 

Peter in Acts 2:16-21 quotes Joel 2 in his sermon at Pentecost to emphasize that all 

who call will be saved, but you must call on the name of Jesus.  “no other name un-

der heaven whereby we can be saved (Acts 4:12). 

 

Will we join God in this great work? 

 

 

ALL of this POINTS to a future, final DAY of the LORD. 

God will confront and conquer evil nations 

God will renew all of creation and set up his eternal kingdom 

God’s presence will be with his people forever 
…brings great hope and confidence! 

 

 

 

APPLICATION 

Five Truths for Us:  

1. God is holy and hates sin, we need to fear Him and Turn from our sins and seek Him. 

2. God is a refuge in trials, we need to trust in Him. 

3. God is steadfast in his love, we need to praise Him. 

4. God’s grace is extending to all peoples, we need to rely on His Spirit and join Him in His 

work. 

5. God will one day judge evil, renew creation, and dwell with his people… we need to put 

our hope in Him. 

 

 

  

Personal Prayer Time—look at the list above, where are you at?  Do any of these stand 

out to you?  How?  Where in your life do you need to apply this truth?  Write below. 

  

  

  

  

Prayer and Encouragement Huddles:  Share what you thought and prayed about… and 

pray for one another, check in with each other during the week. Also pray for prayer requests 

that you have. 




