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General information/timeline 

• Prophesied around 460 B.C., several decades 
after the first Jewish exiles had returned from 
Babylon to Judea and had rebuilt the temple 
(which happened around 516 B.C.) 

• Was the third prophet of a “trifecta” with Haggai 
and Zechariah—both of them encouraged 
rebuilding of the temple, indicating peace, 
prosperity, etc. 

• 80 years went by, and the people were waiting 
for those things—got impatient; things started 
going downhill 



Key takeaway—Seeking the Lord  
(4:4) 

 

 

“Remember the law of my servant Moses, the 
statutes and rules that commanded him at 

Horeb for all Israel.” 

 



Overview 

• Through Malachi, God lays out 6 points of 
contention between Him and His people 

• Each pivots around God referring to 
statements/attitudes of his people and how 
they respond/act in each situation: 

 

“But you say…” 



Outline 

Here are the 6 areas that God addresses: 

I. Are God’s People Still Special in His Sight? 

II. Why do Israel’s offerings not honor God? 

III. Why are the people faithless in marriage? 

IV. Is God unjust? 

V. How shall we repent? 

VI. How have we spoken against God? 



I. Are God’s People Still Special in His 
Sight? (1:2-5) 

• This was on everyone’s mind—they had 
rebuilt the temple in obedience, and were 
starting anew. 

• They thought everything was going to be easy 
from now on 

• 80 years go by…maybe God has abandoned us 



I. Are God’s People Still Special in His 
Sight? (1:2-5) 

God responds to their thoughts (ESV): 
2“I have loved you,” says the Lord. But you say, “How 
have you loved us?” “Is not Esau Jacob's brother?” 
declares the Lord. “Yet I have loved Jacob 3 but Esau I 
have hated. I have laid waste his hill country and left his 
heritage to jackals of the desert.” 4 If Edom says, “We are 
shattered but we will rebuild the ruins,” the Lord of hosts 
says, “They may build, but I will tear down, and they will 
be called ‘the wicked country,’ and ‘the people with 
whom the Lord is angry forever.’” 5 Your own eyes shall 
see this, and you shall say, “Great is the Lord beyond the 
border of Israel!” 
 



I. Are God’s People Still Special in His 
Sight? (1:2-5) 

• God says, “Hold on a minute--take a step 
back”, and reminds them of the covenantal 
love he had for Jacob (see Genesis 25 and 
subsequent chapters) 

 

• And by love, he means more like “chosen” 
rather than “affection” 



I. Are God’s People Still Special in His 
Sight? (1:2-5, MSG) 

2-3 God said, “I love you.” 
You replied, “Really? How have you loved us?” 
“Look at history” (this is God’s answer). “Look at how differently I’ve 
treated you, Jacob, from Esau: I loved Jacob and hated Esau. I reduced 
pretentious Esau to a molehill, turned his whole country into a ghost 
town.” 
4 When Edom (Esau) said, “We’ve been knocked down, but we’ll get up 
and start over, good as new,” God-of-the-Angel-Armies said, “Just try it 
and see how far you get. When I knock you down, you stay down. 
People will take one look at you and say, ‘Land of Evil!’ and ‘the God-
cursed tribe!’ 
5 “Yes, take a good look. Then you’ll see how faithfully I’ve loved you 
and you’ll want even more, saying, ‘May God be even greater, beyond 
the borders of Israel!’ 



I. Are God’s People Still Special in His 
Sight? (1:2-5) 

We need to remember our history; what God has done for us! 
 
Deuteronomy 8:11-16 11“Take care lest you forget the Lord your God 
by not keeping his commandments and his rules and his statutes, 
which I command you today, 12lest, when you have eaten and are full 
and have built good houses and live in them, 13and when your herds 
and flocks multiply and your silver and gold is multiplied and all that 
you have is multiplied, 14then your heart be lifted up, and you forget 
the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of 
the house of slavery, 15who led you through the great and terrifying 
wilderness, with its fiery serpents and scorpions and thirsty ground 
where there was no water, who brought you water out of the flinty 
rock, 16who fed you in the wilderness with manna that your fathers did 
not know, that he might humble you and test you, to do you good in 
the end. 



I. Are God’s People Still Special in His 
Sight? (1:2-5) 

And, we have a duty to pass that history on 

Psalm 78:4 We will not hide them from their 
children, but tell to the coming generation the 
glorious deeds of the Lord, and his might, and 
the wonders that he has done. 

[See also Deuteronomy (6:5-9)] 

We can do all of this with the help of the Holy 
Spirit (John 14:26) 



I. Are God’s People Still Special in His 
Sight? (1:2-5) 

• What are some things that he’s done in your 
life that you can give Him praise for? 

 

• Have you shared this with others so they can 
also praise God, and be encouraged that God 
is working out things for them as well? 



II. Why do Israel’s offerings not Honor 
God? (1:6-2:9) 

God next moves into a time of putting the priests in check, noting how 
they are dishonoring God with their sacrifices; giving him lip service 
and faking their way through their responsibilities 

 
6“A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If then I am a 
father, where is my honor? And if I am a master, where is my fear? says 
the Lord of hosts to you, O priests, who despise my name. But you say, 
‘How have we despised your name?’ 7By offering polluted food upon 
my altar. But you say, ‘How have we polluted you?’ By saying that the 
Lord's table may be despised. 8When you offer blind animals in 
sacrifice, is that not evil? And when you offer those that are lame or 
sick, is that not evil? Present that to your governor; will he accept you 
or show you favor? says the Lord of hosts. 



II. Why do Israel’s offerings not Honor 
God? (1:6-2:9) 

God doesn’t like it when the priests fake it or skirt steps—
just ask Nadab and Abihu  

Leviticus 10:1-3 Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of 
Aaron, each took his censer and put fire in it and laid 
incense on it and offered unauthorized fire before the 
Lord, which he had not commanded them. 2And fire came 
out from before the Lord and consumed them, and they 
died before the Lord. 3Then Moses said to Aaron, “This is 
what the Lord has said: ‘Among those who are near me I 
will be sanctified, and before all the people I will be 
glorified.’” And Aaron held his peace. 

 



II. Why do Israel’s offerings not Honor 
God? (1:6-2:9) 

1 Samuel 2:12-17 Now the sons of Eli were worthless men. They did 
not know the Lord. 13The custom of the priests with the people was 
that when any man offered sacrifice, the priest's servant would come, 
while the meat was boiling, with a three-pronged fork in his hand, 
14and he would thrust it into the pan or kettle or cauldron or pot. All 
that the fork brought up the priest would take for himself. This is what 
they did at Shiloh to all the Israelites who came there. 15Moreover, 
before the fat was burned, the priest's servant would come and say to 
the man who was sacrificing, “Give meat for the priest to roast, for he 
will not accept boiled meat from you but only raw.” 16And if the man 
said to him, “Let them burn the fat first, and then take as much as you 
wish,” he would say, “No, you must give it now, and if not, I will take it 
by force.” 17Thus the sin of the young men was very great in the sight 
of the Lord, for the men treated the offering of the Lord with 
contempt. 
(They were killed in Chapter 4 in a battle with the Phillistines) 

 



II. Why do Israel’s offerings not Honor 
God? (1:6-2:9) 

For these priests in Malachi’s day, he had a 
different punishment in mind: 

 
3Behold, I will rebuke your offspring, and spread 
dung on your faces, the dung of your offerings, 
and you shall be taken away with it. 

 

yummy 

 



II. Why do Israel’s offerings not Honor 
God? (1:6-2:9) 

What’s our punishment—is God going to spread dung on 
our faces?  No, there’s something much worse—  

 

Matthew 7:21-23 21“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who 
does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22On that day 
many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in 
your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do 
many mighty works in your name?’ 23And then will I 
declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you 
workers of lawlessness.’ 



II. Why do Israel’s offerings not Honor 
God? (1:6-2:9) 

• Where have you cut corners, or not given God 
your best? 

 

 

• Where is He calling you to do something 
difficult; to sacrifice for Him?  

 

 

 



II. Why do Israel’s offerings not Honor 
God? (1:6-2:9) 

• When we adopt a humble attitude for our 
lives, we can look forward to a conversation 
like this when we finally meet Him: 

I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the 
work that you gave me to do. (John 17:4) 

• And His response will be: 

Well done, good and faithful servant. (Matthew 
25:21) 

 

 



III. Why are the people faithless in 
marriage? (2:10-16) 

God then moves on to how they’ve (mis)handled the 
covenant of marriage by giving them a 1-2 punch: 
Punch 1 
10Have we not all one Father? Has not one God created 
us? Why then are we faithless to one another, profaning 
the covenant of our fathers? 11Judah has been faithless, 
and abomination has been committed in Israel and in 
Jerusalem. For Judah has profaned the sanctuary of the 
Lord, which he loves, and has married the daughter of a 
foreign god. 12May the Lord cut off from the tents of 
Jacob any descendant of the man who does this, who 
brings an offering to the Lord of hosts! 

 



III. Why are the people faithless in 
marriage? (2:10-16) 

Punch 2 
13And this second thing you do. You cover the Lord's altar with 
tears, with weeping and groaning because he no longer regards 
the offering or accepts it with favor from your hand. 14But you 
say, “Why does he not?” Because the Lord was witness 
between you and the wife of your youth, to whom you have 
been faithless, though she is your companion and your wife by 
covenant. 15Did he not make them one, with a portion of the 
Spirit in their union? And what was the one God seeking? Godly 
offspring. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and let none of you 
be faithless to the wife of your youth. 16For the man who does 
not love his wife but divorces her, says the Lord, the God of 
Israel, covers his garment with violence, says the Lord of hosts. 
So guard yourselves in your spirit, and do not be faithless.” 



III. Why are the people faithless in 
marriage? (2:10-16) 

• Hey—most of us here aren’t married, so what can 
we glean from this section? 
– Faithfulness 

– Obedience 

– Commitment 

– Unity 

• These are all components that go into a healthy 
marriage between a husband and wife, and are 
also attributes of a healthy relationship between 
us and God 

 

How are we doing with 
these 4 things? 



IV. Is God unjust? (2:17-3:5) 

• We’ve all asked this question—why do some folks 
get all the breaks?  Why do the evil prosper? 

• Remember our waltz through Ecclesiastes last 
December? 

Ecclesiastes 7:15 In my vain life I have seen 
everything. There is a righteous man who perishes 
in his righteousness, and there is a wicked man who 
prolongs his life in his evildoing. 

• Even in end times, this question is still being 
asked (See Revelation 6:9-10) 

 



IV. Is God unjust? (2:17-3:5) 

• He tells us not to worry  

Psalm 37:1-2, 9 1Fret not yourself because of 
evildoers; be not envious of wrongdoers! 2For 
they will soon fade like the grass and wither like 
the green herb. 
9For the evildoers shall be cut off, but those who 
wait for the Lord shall inherit the land. 

 



IV. Is God unjust? (2:17-3:5) 

• God lays out a BIG promise for a coming 
savior: 

3:1“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will 
prepare the way before me. 



IV. Is God unjust? (2:17-3:5) 

• God goes further and promises judgment 
5“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I 
will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, 
against the adulterers, against those who swear 
falsely, against those who oppress the hired 
worker in his wages, the widow and the 
fatherless, against those who thrust aside the 
sojourner, and do not fear me, says the Lord of 
hosts (see Revelation 19:11-16; 20:11-15) 



IV. Is God unjust? (2:17-3:5) 

• How much time are we spending 
worrying/thinking about:  

– things that are beyond our control? 

– why others seem to get all the breaks? 

– how I don’t have this thing or that thing, but if I 
did, then everything will be perfect. 

 

 



V. How shall we repent? (3:6-12) 

• He offers a chance at repentance… 

 
7bReturn to me, and I will return to you, says the 
Lord of hosts. 

 

Cool, right? 

  



V. How shall we repent? (3:6-12) 

…but He still has another point to get across: 

 
7cBut you say, ‘How shall we return?’ 8Will man rob God? 
Yet you are robbing me. But you say, ‘How have we 
robbed you?’ In your tithes and contributions. 9You are 
cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me, the whole 
nation of you. 10Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, 
that there may be food in my house. And thereby put me 
to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the 
windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a 
blessing until there is no more need.  

 



V. How shall we repent? (3:6-12) 

• This is kind of a continuation of Part II (where 
Israel’s offerings didn’t honor God) 

 

• Ask Ananias and Sapphira what happens when 
you try to cut this corner (Acts 5:1-11) 

 

 

 



V. How shall we repent? (3:6-12) 

• God directs us what to do with our gifts and 
blessings, and promises abundant blessing 
when we share those gifts and blessings with 
others (2 Corinthians 9:6-7; Romans 12:8; 
1 Peter 4:10-11) 

 

• Where are we holding back from Him? 

 

 



VI. How have we spoken against God? 
(3:13-15) 

God’s final point—speaking out against Him 
 

13“Your words have been hard against me, says 
the Lord. But you say, ‘How have we spoken 
against you?’ 14You have said, ‘It is vain to serve 
God. What is the profit of our keeping his charge 
or of walking as in mourning before the Lord of 
hosts? 15And now we call the arrogant blessed. 
Evildoers not only prosper but they put God to 
the test and they escape.’” 



VI. How have we spoken against God? 
(3:13-15) 

• Have you spoken against God before? 

 

• If not, have you not spoken for God when he 
has asked you to (or when the situation 
required you to)? 



So, what do we do? (3:16-18) 

16Then those who feared the Lord spoke with one 
another. The Lord paid attention and heard them, 
and a book of remembrance was written before 
him of those who feared the Lord and esteemed his 
name. 17“They shall be mine, says the Lord of hosts, 
in the day when I make up my treasured 
possession, and I will spare them as a man spares 
his son who serves him. 18Then once more you shall 
see the distinction between the righteous and the 
wicked, between one who serves God and one who 
does not serve him. 



Great Promises (4:1-3) 

“For behold, the day is coming, burning like an 
oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be 
stubble. The day that is coming shall set them 
ablaze, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave 
them neither root nor branch. 2But for you who fear 
my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with 
healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like 
calves from the stall. 3And you shall tread down the 
wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of 
your feet, on the day when I act, says the Lord of 
hosts. 



Key Advice  (4:4) 

4“Remember the law of my servant Moses, the 
statutes and rules that I commanded him at 
Horeb for all Israel. 



For conversation at your tables 

• Do we doubt/question if we are still special in his sight? Are 
we looking at things with a earthly focus, or an eternal 
focus? 

• What are some things that God has done in your life that 
deserve praise? Have we shared those with others? 

• Where are we “faking it”? 
• How have we been unfaithful/disobedient/uncommitted to 

God? 
• Where are we consumed about what’s happening with 

everyone else? 
• How have we spoken against God? How have we done this 

by not speaking for God? 
• How can we restore our relationship? 


