
Seek the Lord
Micah



Historical Context
The Jewish Nation has been divided for almost 200 years.

● Israel in the north (capital Samaria)
● Judah in the south (capital Jerusalem)



Historical Context
Important People:

● Micah (name means “Who is like the Lord?”)
● Pekah - King of Israel
● Ahaz - King of Judah
● Kings of Assyria:

○ Tilgath-pilneser III (2 Kings 15)
○ Shalmaneser V (2 Kings 17)
○ Sargon II (2 Kings 18)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shalmaneser_V
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shalmaneser_V
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Judgment is Coming! Chapters 1 and 2
The first section of Micah’s prophecy is a warning that divine judgment is coming 
upon God’s people, both Israel and Judah.

Micah sets the scene like a courtroom, with God as the judge and witness, Israel 
and Judah as the defendants and the whole world as spectators.



Courtroom Drama!
The whole earth is invited to listen and pay attention

Hear, you peoples, all of you; pay attention, O earth, and all that is in it,
and let the Lord GOD be a witness against you, the Lord from his holy temple.

Micah 1:2

The Judge arrives
For behold, the LORD is coming out of his place, 
and will come down and tread upon the high places of the earth.

Micah 1:3

The defendants are named
All this is for the transgression of Jacob and for the sins of the house of Israel.
What is the transgression of Jacob? Is it not Samaria?
And what is the high place of Judah? Is it not Jerusalem?

Micah 1:5

The Verdict: The cities shall be ruined
Therefore I will make Samaria a heap in the open country…

Micah 1:6a



Micah’s Lamentation
Micah 1:8-9

For this I will lament and wail;

    I will go stripped and naked;

I will make lamentation like the jackals,

    and mourning like the ostriches.

9 For her wound is incurable,

    and it has come to Judah;

it has reached to the gate of my people,

    to Jerusalem.



The Destruction of Judah
Micah 1:10-16

● Gath (“Tell”) - Tell it not in Gath (10)
● Beth-le-aphrah (“House of dust”) - Roll yourselves in the dust (10)
● Shaphir (“Beautiful”) - Nakedness and shame (11)
● Zaanan (“Come out”) - Do not come out (11)
● Beth-ezel (“House of taking away”) - Shall take away from you… (11)



The Sins of the People
In chapter two the attention shifts from the cities and nations to two specific sins of 
the people

● Materialism (covetousness, greed) in verses 1-5
● Rejection of God’s Word in verses 6-11



The Sin of Materialism
Laws regarding the Promised Land

The land shall not be sold in perpetuity, for the land is mine. For you are strangers and sojourners with me.
Leviticus 25:23

You shall not pollute the land in which you live, for blood pollutes the land, and no atonement can be 
made for the land for the blood that is shed in it, except by the blood of the one who shed it. You shall not 
defile the land in which you live, in the midst of which I dwell, for I the Lord dwell in the midst of the 
people of Israel.

Numbers 35:33-34

In this year of jubilee each of you shall return to his property. And if you make a sale to your neighbor or 
buy from your neighbor, you shall not wrong one another. You shall pay your neighbor according to the 
number of years after the jubilee, and he shall sell to you according to the number of years for crops. If the 
years are many, you shall increase the price, and if the years are few, you shall reduce the price, for it is the 
number of the crops that he is selling to you. You shall not wrong one another, but you shall fear your God, 
for I am the Lord your God.

Leviticus 25:13-17



The Sin of Materialism

Micah 2:2
They covet fields and seize them,
    and houses, and take them away;
they oppress a man and his house,
    a man and his inheritance.

Micah 2:4-5
In that day they shall take up a taunt song against you
    and moan bitterly,
and say, “We are utterly ruined;
    he changes the portion of my people;
how he removes it from me!
    To an apostate he allots our fields.”
Therefore you will have none to cast the line by lot
    in the assembly of the Lord.



The Sin of Materialism
But godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought nothing into the world, and we 
cannot take anything out of the world. But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be 
content. But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and 
harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all 
kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many pangs.

1 Timothy 6:6-10

but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where 
thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Matthew 6:20-21

But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.
Matthew 6:33



Rejection of God’s Word
Micah 2:6-11

● Even those who were supposed to be prophets rebuked Micah and urged him 
not to preach.

● Why would these prophets rebuke a man who was so clearly doing God’s 
work?

● They wanted to share in the financial prosperity of the wicked men who paid 
their salaries.

● They ignored God’s truth in favor of personal gain.



Is There Hope?
Micah 2:12-13

I will surely assemble all of you, O Jacob;
    I will gather the remnant of Israel;
I will set them together
    like sheep in a fold,
like a flock in its pasture,
    a noisy multitude of men.
He who opens the breach goes up before them;
    they break through and pass the gate,
    going out by it.
Their king passes on before them,
    the Lord at their head.



A Ruler is Coming! Micah 3-5
Begins by rebuking the current leaders and prophets of the time.

Ends by promising a new Kingdom and a new Ruler: the Messiah.



Rebuking Sinful Leaders
● Civil Authorities (Micah 3:1-4)

“And I said: Hear, you heads of Jacob and rulers of the house of Israel! Is it not 
for you to know justice?—you who hate the good and love the evil, who tear 
the skin from off my people and their flesh from off their bones, who eat the flesh 
of my people, and flay their skin from off them, and break their bones in pieces 
and chop them up like meat in a pot, like flesh in a cauldron. Then they will cry 
to the Lord, but he will not answer them; he will hide his face from them at 
that time, because they have made their deeds evil.”



Rebuking Sinful Leaders
● False Prophets (Micah 3:5-8)

“Thus says the Lord concerning the prophets who lead my people astray,
who cry ‘Peace’ when they have something to eat, but declare war against 
him who puts nothing into their mouths. Therefore it shall be night to you, 
without vision, and darkness to you, without divination. The sun shall go down on 
the prophets, and the day shall be black over them; the seers shall be disgraced, 
and the diviners put to shame; they shall all cover their lips, for there is no 
answer from God.”



Rebuking Sinful Leaders
● Leaders, Priests, and Prophets (Micah 3:9-12)

“Hear this, you heads of the house of Jacob and rulers of the house of Israel,
who detest justice and make crooked all that is straight, who build Zion with blood 
and Jerusalem with iniquity. Its heads give judgment for a bribe; its priests teach 
for a price; its prophets practice divination for money; yet they lean on the Lord 
and say, ‘Is not the Lord in the midst of us? No disaster shall come upon us.’ 
Therefore because of you Zion shall be plowed as a field; Jerusalem shall become 
a heap of ruins, and the mountain of the house a wooded height.”



Micah - The True Prophet 
(3:8) 

“But as for me, I am filled with power,

with the Spirit of the Lord,

and with justice and might,

to declare to Jacob his transgression

and to Israel his sin.”



The Promise
The nation of the Jews are going to be punished.
● Israel through means of Assyria
● Judah through means of Babylon

(4:10)
“Writhe and groan, O daughter of Zion, like a woman in labor, for now you shall go 
out from the city and dwell in the open country; you shall go to Babylon. There you 
shall be rescued; there the Lord will redeem you from the hand of your enemies.”

Even before bringing punishment, God promises redemption!



A New Jerusalem (Micah 4:1-8)
Micah describes a restored Jerusalem in the “last days” before the new Heaven 
and the new Earth.

(4:1-2)
“It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house of the Lord
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and it shall be lifted up above 
the hills; and peoples shall flow to it, and many nations shall come, and say: 
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, 
that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.’ For out of Zion 
shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.”



A New Jerusalem (Micah 4:1-8)
It will be a time of peace surrounding this restored Jerusalem.

(4:3)
“...and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning 
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war 
anymore”

(4:4)
“but they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree, and no one shall 
make them afraid”



Promised Deliverance (Micah 4:9-13)
Redemption after captivity:

(4:10)
“Writhe and groan, O daughter of Zion, like a woman in labor, for now you shall go 
out from the city and dwell in the open country; you shall go to Babylon. There 
you shall be rescued; there the Lord will redeem you from the hand of your 
enemies.”



Promised Deliverance (Micah 4:9-13)
Conquest over other nations:

(4:11-13)
“Now many nations are assembled against you, saying, ‘Let her be defiled, and let 
our eyes gaze upon Zion.’ But they do not know the thoughts of the Lord; they do 
not understand his plan, that he has gathered them as sheaves to the threshing 
floor. Arise and thresh, O daughter of Zion, for I will make your horn iron, and I will 
make your hoofs bronze; you shall beat in pieces many peoples; and shall 
devote their gain to the Lord, their wealth to the Lord of the whole earth.”



The Promised King (Micah 5:2-5)
“But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of 
Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose 
coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up 
until the time when she who is in labor has given birth; then the rest of his brothers 
shall return to the people of Israel. And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in 
the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they 
shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth. And he shall 
be their peace.”



The Promised King (Micah 5:2-5)
1. Jesus was a descendant of David and was to be born in 

Bethlehem.
a. (2 Sam. 7:16) “And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure 

forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever.”

b. (John 7:42) “Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes from the 
offspring of David, and comes from Bethlehem, the village where David 
was?”

2. Jesus is the eternal God.
a. (Micah 5:2) “...whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days.”

b. (John 1:1) “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God.”



Thy Kingdom Come! Micah 6 & 7
Chapters 1&2 were a message of warning

Chapters 3-5 were a message of promise

Chapters 6-7 is a challenge to trust the Lord and do what He requires

● The Judge declares the indictment (6:1-8)
● The Judge pronounces the sentence (6:9 - 7:7)
● The Judge graciously promises mercy (7:8-20)



The Judge Declares the Indictment
Creation is called as a witness

Hear what the Lord says:
Arise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your voice.

Micah 6:1

The Lord interrogates His people and provides them an opportunity to respond
O my people, what have I done to you? How have I wearied you? Answer me! 

Micah 6:3

The Lord recounts His past faithfulness to His people
For I brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, 

and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.
Micah 6:4

The people reply to God
With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?

Micah 6:6



What Does The Lord Require?
 He has told you, O man, what is good;

    and what does the Lord require of you

but to do justice, and to love kindness,

    and to walk humbly with your God?

Micah 6:8



Do Justice, Love Mercy, Walk Humbly with God
We cannot do justice unless we have first been justified by faith
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result 
of works, so that no one may boast.

Ephesians 2:8-9
Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Romans 5:1

We cannot love mercy until we have personally experienced God’s mercy
But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ - by grace you have been saved.

Ephesians 2:4-5
He saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing 
of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit,

Titus 3:5

We cannot walk humbly with God until we first bow humbly before Him
For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.

Luke 14:11
Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.

James 4:10
Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted and built up in him and established in the 
faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.

Colossians 2:6-7



The Judge Pronounces The Sentence
First Sentence (Micah 6:13-15)
Therefore I strike you with a grievous blow,
    making you desolate because of your sins.
You shall eat, but not be satisfied,
    and there shall be hunger within you;
you shall put away, but not preserve,
    and what you preserve I will give to the sword.
You shall sow, but not reap;
    you shall tread olives, but not anoint yourselves with oil;
    you shall tread grapes, but not drink wine.

Second Sentence (Micah 6:16)
For you have kept the statutes of Omri,
    and all the works of the house of Ahab;
    and you have walked in their counsels,
that I may make you a desolation, and your inhabitants a hissing;
    so you shall bear the scorn of my people.



Micah voices his sorrow
Micah laments the destruction of Israel and the lack of godly people left in the land.

The godly has perished from the earth,  and there is no one upright among mankind;
they all lie in wait for blood,    and each hunts the other with a net.

Micah 7:2

Micah was grieved at the unfaithfulness and untrustworthiness of the people.
Put no trust in a neighbor;    have no confidence in a friend;
guard the doors of your mouth    from her who lies in your arms 
for the son treats the father with contempt,    the daughter rises up against her mother,
the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;    a man's enemies are the men of his own house.

Micah 7:5-6

Not peace, but a sword
Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 
For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a 
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. And a person's enemies will be those of his own 
household. Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or 
daughter more than me is not worthy of me. And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not 
worthy of me. Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.

Matthew 10:34-39



SEEK THE LORD!
But as for me, I will look to the Lord;
    I will wait for the God of my salvation;
    my God will hear me.

Micah 7:7

Our God is merciful and loving!
Who is a God like you, 
pardoning iniquity and passing over transgression for the remnant of his inheritance?
He does not retain his anger forever,    because he delights in steadfast love.
He will again have compassion on us;    he will tread our iniquities underfoot.
You will cast all our sins   into the depths of the sea.
You will show faithfulness to Jacob   and steadfast love to Abraham,
as you have sworn to our fathers   from the days of old.

Micah 7:18-20


