
My Story – Union with Christ and Eternity Past    Andrew Hancock  
 
Elements of personal salvation 
The elements of my salvation from eternity past, to conversion, to the present (sanctification), 
and looking forward to the future (glorification). Fits within the context of the broader story of 
God: creation, fall, redemption, new creation. 

God’s Story: The Umbrella—we find our story within the umbrella, grand story/narrative of 
God 

My Story: The Diamond on a black cloth—It is a very dark cloth: need to realize the depth of 
our problem 

• Comprehensive pollution, human nature is depraved  
• We are broken because we have not followed God  
• Perfect image of God we were created to be has been distorted 
• We have sinned against holy God 
• Consequence--just punishment and condemnation from a divine and righteous judge, 

sentenced to death—physically and spiritually AND  
• No hope on our own, unable to work ourselves out of our mess, can’t earn salvation 
(Rom 3:9-11, 18, 6:17-81, 7:18, 8:5-9, Eph 2:1-5; 1 Cor 2:14; 1 John 1:8; John 3:19-21)  

 



So, when we get to the diamond, we are amazed by God’s Grace!! 
 
So in my story, we will attempt to study the aspects of the diamond of salvation, turning it 
slightly so that light bounces off it in various areas.  
 
Union with Christ   
One author said “may be the most important doctrine you’ve never heard of” Kevin DeYoung 
 
Definition: 
Union with Christ is a phrase used to summarize several different relationships between 
believers and Christ, through which Christians receive every benefit of salvation. These 
relationships include the fact that we are in Christ, Christ is in us, we are like Christ, and we are 
with Christ. (Wayne Grudem) 
 
Huge theme, but easy to miss. When we believe, we become united with Christ and all the 
blessings of salvation are ours through him.   
 
Biblical writers used hundreds of times in the NT—Importance of the phrase “in Christ.” Of the 
biblical writers, John and Paul employ the expressions most often.  
Paul uses “in Christ” (38 times), “in Christ Jesus” (51 times), “in him” (21 times), “in the Lord” 
(44 times), and other similar expressions no less than 216 times… 
John uses the expression “in him” no less than 26 times (1 John 2:5-6, 27-28) over 60 times he 
uses the concept of abiding in Christ (Jn 15). 
 
A sample of the themes of union with Christ 

• Our identity is found in Christ (Phil 3:9) 
• We are kept secure in Christ (Rom 8:39) 
• We are saved in Christ (2 Tim 1:9) 
• We are made clean and forgiven in Christ (1 Cor 1:30) 
• We follow God’s ways in Christ (Col 2:6) 
• We labor for God in Christ (1 Cor 15:58) 
• We obey in Christ (Eph 6:1) 
• We die to sin and are resurrected in Christ (Rom 6:5-11) 
• We conquer in Christ (Rev 14:13) 

 
In other words, the theme of union with Christ is closest theme to the diamond, encompassing 
many aspects of our salvation. 
 
Four Images: union with Christ is like a… 

1. Marriage – we are connected to Christ in a covenant of love (Eph 5:22-23) 



2. Body—we are joined together as a family, joined to Christ as Head (Eph 4:15-16) 
3. Building—we are a temple of God where Spirit lives, Christ the cornerstone (Eph 2:19-

22; 1 Pet 2:4-5) 
4. Vine and Branches—we are connected to Jesus, the vine, for spiritual vitality and 

strength (John 15:1-17) 
 
 “The whole or our salvation can be summed up with reference to this reality. Union with Christ 
is not a single specific blessing we receive in our salvation. Rather it is the best phrase to 
describe all of the blessings of salvation, whether in eternity past (election), in history 
(redemption), in the present (effectual calling, justification, and sanctification), or in the future 
(glorification)”      Kevin DeYoung, Hole in Our Holiness 
 
 
 
Four Perspectives of union 

1. Eternity Past: we are chosen for salvation in Christ (election) (Eph 1:4; 2 Tim 1:9). 
2. Historical: Christ’s sacrifice on the cross for our sins (atonement)—result is that we are 

united to Christ in his life, death, and resurrection (Eph 1:6-7; Col 3:3-4; Rom 6:2-8). 
3. Present: Conversion and Christian Growth are in Christ—by and through his power and 

strength (faith/repentance, justification, adoption, sanctification) (Eph 2:8-10). 
4. Future: all future benefits of salvation given to those united with Christ (glorification) (1 

Thes 4:14-18; 1 Cor 15:22). 
 
Another way to look at it is the order of salvation, or ordo salutis –the logical order of the 
elements of our salvation. 
Election, Atonement, Effectual Calling, Regeneration, Conversion, Justification, Adoption, 
Sanctification, Perseverance, Glorification. 
 
Atonement 
The work Christ accomplished in his life and death to earn our salvation. By his sacrifice, Christ 
covered over our sins by appeasing God’s wrath. 
  

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that 
in him we might become the righteousness of God.  2 Corinthians 5:21 

 
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will 

scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even 
to die— but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

Romans 5:6-8 
(Mk 10:45; Rom 3:23-25; Heb 2:17; 1 Pet 2:24; 1 Jn 2:1-2) 

 



POINT: Our salvation rooted in historical realities of the cross. Christ’s life, death, resurrection. 
 
 
Election—Can get caught up a bit on the word… God’s gracious choice to save some. 
Before creation, because of his sovereign good pleasure, God chose some people to be saved. 
 

• Terms…  “ God chose” “foreknew—predestined” Rom 8:28-29 (know beforehand 
people (not faith) in love (not facts) and chose them to receive eternal life—election) 

o Foreordain:  All God’s decisions played out in history 
 Predestine:  Concerns salvation or condemnation 

o Election:  Positive choice of those who get eternal life 
o Reprobation: Passing over some to suffer condemnation 

 
Debate: conditional or unconditional.  
Conditional: God’s election is based on his foreknowledge.  God looks ahead to the future, sees 
who will make a free-will decision to place their faith in him, and then chooses to save them. 
(Ezk 33:11; Mt 11:28; John 3:18; Rom 8:29) 

 
Ezekiel 33:11 (NIV84)  
11 Say to them, ‘As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, I take no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways and live. Turn! Turn from 
your evil ways! Why will you die, O house of Israel?’  
Matthew 11:28 (NIV84)  
28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  
John 3:18 (NIV84)  
18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands 
condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.  
Romans 8:29 (NIV84)  
29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, 
that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.  

 
Unconditional: The belief that God predestined people before the beginning of time and elected 
them based on God’s sovereign choice, not on anything in man or foreseen faith.  
(Rom 3:10-12; John 6:44; Rom 9:16) 

 
Romans 3:10–12 (NIV84)  
10 As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not even one; 11 there is no one who 
understands, no one who seeks God. 12 All have turned away, they have together become 
worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one.”  
John 6:44 (NIV84)  



44 “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him, and I will raise him 
up at the last day.  
Romans 9:16 (NIV84)  
16 It does not, therefore, depend on man’s desire or effort, but on God’s mercy.  

 
In salvation, both man’s choice and God’s sovereignty are at work. Our decision to trust in 
him—repent and believe is at play. God’s decision to save us is also at play. Putting these 
together is a great mystery and century-old debate.  
 
I’m coming from the classical reformed angle, emphasizing God’s unconditional grace in 
election… rather than focus on the nuances of the free will vs God’s sovereignty debate. 
 
Ephesians 1 
 

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the 
heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4 For he chose us in him before the 
creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he predestined us to be 

adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will— 6 to the 
praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. 7 In him we 

have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of 
God’s grace 8 that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding. 9 And he made 
known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in 

Christ, 10 to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment—to bring all 
things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ. 

 11 In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who 
works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12 in order that we, who were 
the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 13 And you also were included 

in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, 
you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit 

guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to 
the praise of his glory. (Ephesians 1:3-14, NIV) 

Notice some of the phrases that emphasize the grace and choice of God…in love, to praise his 
grace, according to the riches of his grace, kind intention of his will, to praise of his glory. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PROOF - An acronym that summarizes five key facets of God’s amazing grace.  
(from PROOF by Montgomery and Jones) 

 
Idea is that salvation is about God, what he has done in Christ, in Christ we have nothing left to 
prove (don’t earn salvation) but rely on God’s PROOF of amazing grace – leading to freedom 
and joy. Instead of a divine butler or cosmic therapist, he is a Sovereign Creator on a Rescue 
Mission. 
 
P - Planned Grace.  
Before time began, God mapped out the plan of salvation from the first to last. God planned to 
adopt a particular people as his own children; Christ offered himself as a sacrifice for these 
people’s sins and as a substitute who satisfied God’s righteous requirements in their place (John 
10:11-18; Ephesians 1:4-12; Rom 8:29-30). 

 
Romans 8:29–30 (NIV84)  
29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, 
that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those he predestined, he also 
called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.  

 
In other words, Grace was planned before time began that people would be saved through 
Christ’s sacrifice. 
 
Image: God has a rescue mission map, a deliberate plan to save, and he is working it out now! 
 
 
R - Resurrecting Grace.  
Everyone is born spiritually dead. Left to themselves, we will never choose God’s way. God 
enables people to respond freely to his grace by giving them spiritual life through the power of 
Christ’s resurrection (John 5:21; Ephesians 2:1-7; John 11:25-26). 

 
John 5:21 (NIV84)  
21 For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to 
whom he is pleased to give it.  
John 11:25–26 (NIV84)  
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, 
even though he dies; 26 and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you 
believe this?”  

 
In other words, Grace gives life to the spiritually dead. 
 



Image: Grace calls into the tomb “Lazarus come forth!” Gives life to the spiritually dead by his 
powerful call and breathes life into a dead body. 
 
 
O - Outrageous Grace.  
God chose people to be saved on the basis of his own sovereign will.  He didn’t base his choice 
to give us grace on anything that we did or might do (John 15:16; Ephesians 2:8-9; Titus 3:4-7; 2 
Timothy 1:9). 

 
John 15:16 (NIV84)  
16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit 
that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.  
 
Titus 3:4–7 (NIV84)  
4 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because 
of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the 
washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us 
generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having been justified by his grace, 
we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.  
2 Timothy 1:9 (NIV84)  
9 who has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have done 
but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before 
the beginning of time,  

 
In other words, Grace is amazing, outrageous, overwhelming because it is based on God’s loving 
choice not on our works or merit. 
 
Image: Grace is giving an antidote as a free gift, a cure to a mortal enemy who is about to die. 
 
 
O - Overcoming Grace.  
God works in the lives of his chosen people to transform their rebellion into surrender so that 
they freely repent and recognize Christ as the risen King  (John 6:44, 65; Ephesians 2:4-10; Acts 
16:14). 

 
John 6:44 (NIV84)  
44 “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him, and I will raise him 
up at the last day.  
John 6:65 (NIV84)  



65 He went on to say, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless the 
Father has enabled him.”  
Acts 16:14 (NIV84)  
14 One of those listening was a woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the 
city of Thyatira, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to 
Paul’s message.  

 
In other words, Grace overcomes resistance and transforms it into trust, faith in Christ. 
 
Image: Grace is putting glasses on a resistant, rebellious person so the free gift can be seen, 
taken, and opened. 
 
“amazing grace how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me, I once was lost, but now am 
found was blind, but now I see.” 
 
 
F - Forever Grace.  
God seals his people with this Holy Spirit so that they are preserved and persevere in faith until 
the final restoration of God’s kingdom on the earth (John 10:27-29; Ephesians 1:13-14; 4:30; 
Phil 1:6; 1 Thess 5:23-24). 

 
John 10:27–29 (NIV84)  
27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal 
life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, 
who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s 
hand.  
Philippians 1:6 (NIV84)  
6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus.  
1 Thessalonians 5:23–24 (NIV84)  
23 May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your 
whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 
The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it.  

 
In other words, Grace is eternal, forever—God has saved and will give strength and his presence 
to continue to the end. 
 
Image: Grace is that we have been placed in God’s hand, he holds us—we are his precious 
possession and he will protect us, never let us go. 
 



Groups 
1. Read through Ephesians 1:3-14 and 2:1-10. List out the places where you see union with 

Christ. Also, list out the verses you find aspects of PROOF.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. From your lists, discuss an instance or two of these themes that you find particularly 
important… or meaningful to your life right now. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3. Share prayer requests and pray. Spend time praising God for his glorious grace! 


