
My Story III– Present and Future Elements of Salvation  GG  3/19/2017 
 
God’s Story: The Umbrella—we find our story within the umbrella, grand story/narrative of 
God 

My Story: The Diamond on a black cloth. We will attempt to study the aspects of the diamond 
of salvation, turning it slightly so that light bounces off it in various areas. 
 
Week 1: Election or planned/overwhelming grace, atonement, calling 

Week 2: Last time – beginnings elements 

1. Regeneration: God changes our hearts by his Spirit, gives us spiritual life. 
2. Conversion: A response to the gospel, turn and trust Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. 
3. Justification: When we believe, God declares us righteous in his sight…in Christ. 
4. Adoption: God places us in his family and becomes our perfect heavenly Father. 

 

 
THIS WEEK: Present and Future Elements of our Union with Christ—sanctification, 
perseverance, glorification. Other words, the continuation and completion of salvation. 

• Sanctification: God Transforms My Life 
• Perseverance: God Keeps Me Until the End 
• Glorification: God Resurrects My Body 

 
SANCTIFICATION – God transforms my life 
 

 
 
Definition: 
“A progressive work of God and man that makes us more and more free from sin and like Christ 
in our actual lives.” (Grudem) 
“Sanctification is the process by which God transforms our lives into the image of Christ.” (Platt) 
 



How does sanctification relate to justification? 
• Justification: Instant declaration 
• Sanctification: Ongoing transformation 

 
Both are gifts from God flowing from our union with Christ (duplex gratia) 
John Calvin  
“Christ was given to us by God’s generosity, to be grasped and possessed by us in faith. By 
partaking of him, we principally receive a double grace: namely, that being reconciled to God 
through Christ’s blamelessness, we may have in heaven instead of a Judge a gracious Father, and 
secondly, that sanctified by Christ’s spirit we may cultivate blamelessness and purity of life” 
(Institutes, 3.11.1). Calvin seems to be saying that we have become united with Christ (Christ 
was given to us by God and we partake of him) and because of that union by faith we receive the 
duplex gratia—justification and sanctification. 

• Romans 5:12-21 teaches that our justification is grounded upon union with Christ. 
• Romans 6:1-4 teaches that sanctification’s foundational basis is union with Christ.  

 
 

1 Corinthians 1:30 
But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and 

righteousness and sanctification, and redemption. 
 
In the context, Paul is talking about our union with Christ, “We have become united with him” (1 
Cor 1:5). Paul says that it is by God’s grace and enablement that we are in Christ Jesus (or united 
to Christ) as we have union with Christ. This verse teaches that because we have been united 
with Christ—he becomes righteousness, sanctification, and redemption for us. 
 
Differences between justification and sanctification… 
 
 Justification 
 

 Sanctification 
 

 Legal standing 
 

 Internal condition 
 

 Once for all time 
 

 Continuous throughout life 
 

 Entirely God’s work 
 

 We cooperate 
 

 Perfect in this life 
 

 Not perfect in this life 
 

 The same in all Christians 
 

 Greater in some than in others 
 

(Adapted from Grudem) 
 



Summary:  
In Christ, God deals with two problems: 1) condemnation and 2) control of sin 
Condemnation because of our sin is eternal punishment—a debt we deserve to pay but cannot. 
Control of sin is our slavery to its mastery, its power over us—a power we cannot overcome, 
prisoners. 

• God deals with condemnation (penalty of sin) by justification, declares us righteous as we 
are in Christ. 

• God deals with the control of sin (its power over us) by sanctification, makes us more 
and more like Christ, overpowers sin’s control of our lives. 

• God makes us more like Christ through all of our lives—“working to remove our sin and 
make us like his Son, making us the holy and happy people he planned for us to be.” 

 
Aspects of Sanctification (2): 

• Positional Sanctification—our position has changed, we have been made holy! 
Our position has changed/transferred from darkness to light  

 
Colossians 1:13-14 

He [God the Father] has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to 
the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

 
We are holy/sanctified in God’s sight  

1 Corinthians 6:11 
You were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus 

Christ and by the Spirit of God. 
 

• Progressive Sanctification—We are growing in holiness  
Philippians 2:12-13 

Continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in 
you to will and to act according to his good purpose. 

 
Gods work in us to remove sin and make us more like Christ. His daily work in us, helping us to 
turn from sin and become more like Christ. 

• Synergistic—we work together with God to grow 
• Summarize: Be who you are! 

 
The Process of Sanctification—Transformation: the struggle, the areas, the goal 
1). The Struggle 

But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For 
the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against 

the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things 



you want to do. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 
Galatians 5:16-18 

• Put to death the flesh (sarx)  
The works of the flesh/sinful nature within, identify areas of sin and fight against them. 
 

• Live by the Spirit  
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. And those who 
belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live by 

the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. 
Galatians 5:22-25 

            Or…put off, put on 
But that is not the way you learned Christ!—assuming that you have heard 

about him and were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus, to put off your old 
self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful 

desires, and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to put on the new 
self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness. 

Ephesians 4:20-24 
 

Romans 8:13 
If by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live. 

 
2). The Areas  

• Our  minds (Rom 12:1-2)… be transformed by the renewing of your mind 
• Our emotions, love (1 John 2:15)… do not love the world 
• Our bodies (2 Cor 6:16-7:1)… says body is the temple of God, so strive for holy life 
• Our churches—sanctification is a community project, the church is the environment 

where sanctification takes place! 
 

 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 
not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging 

one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 
Hebrews 10:24-25 

 
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him 

who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 
1 Peter 2:9 

 
 



3). The Goal – transformed/conformed to image of Christ 
 

Romans 8:29 
For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son. 

 
Our sanctification will be complete in the world to come, which gives us hope and motivates us. 

 
Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; 

but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him 
as he is. And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. 

1 John 3:2-3 
 
Illustration of the Process 

 
(Grudem, Bible Doctrine, 329) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PERSEVERANCE – God keeps me until the end 
 

 
 
Definitions 
“Those who are genuine believers will endure in the faith to the end.” Erickson 
“Saving faith by definition perseveres” An element/characteristic of genuine faith in Christ is 
that it will persevere until the end. (Allison) 
 
Important Ideas 
1). Perseverance is part of God’s eternal plan of planned grace to forever grace 

 Salvation is a free gift of grace.  It cannot be given back.  If we could lose our 
salvation, than it would be about works instead of grace.  All of the salvation 
process is about grace.  “Unbroken chain”  

 Election—calling—justification—Glorification. 
 Doesn’t say “some of those” 

 
Romans 8:30 

30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also 
justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

 
Remember our acronym PROOF? 
F - Forever Grace. Grace is eternal, forever—God has saved and will give strength and his 
presence to continue to the end. (John 10:27-29; Ephesians 1:13-14; 4:30; Phil 1:6; 1 Thess 5:23-
24).   
 
God preserves us and we persevere…by grace. Holiness is both a position and a pursuit. 
 
2). Perseverance is rooted in God’s character… is unchanging, loving, and all-powerful. 

• His love is unfailing (Rom 8:38-39)…nothing can separate from love 
• His faithfulness is sure (2 Thess 3:3)…Lord is faithful, he will strengthen 

you and protect you from the evil one. 
• His forgiveness is total (Col 2:13)… forgiven us all our trespasses  



• His presence is eternal (Mt 28:18-20; Heb 13:5) 
If…. 

o Therefore if God has the power and the desire to save someone, he 
also has the power and desire to keep them strong to the end. 

 
1 Thessalonians 5:23–24 

23 Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your 
whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 24 He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it. 
 
3). Perseverance is guaranteed by the sealing of the Spirit.  

 
Ephesians 1:13–14 

13 In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, 
and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is the 

guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his 
glory. 

 
• Seal in ancient world was a sign of possession, protection, and proof.  

o We are God’s possession, his children. 
o We are under his protection.  
o Proof is that we belong to God…A powerful text that shows all these things: 

 
John 10:27–30  

27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and 
they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given 
them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 30 I 

and the Father are one.” 
 
Questions and Concerns 
1). Is it true that “once saved, always saved?” Yes!  

Indeed, it is rooted in the eternal plan of God…phrase limits salvation a bit. Past idea, 
hall pass, you got it so live like you want…but also future—which includes 
perseverance! 

 
2). Can someone lose their salvation? No! 
 Salvation is based on an eternal covenant by an all-powerful God. 
 
 



3). What about the warnings in Scripture against “falling away” and “shirking back”? 
(Heb 2:1-4; 3:7-4:13; 5:11-6:12; 10:19-39)  

• These are used as a means of God’s grace—remember that sanctification is a process 
where we actively work as God works in us.  

• These warnings help us remember the seriousness of sanctification and the importance of 
relying on God to help us persevere.  

• As believers repent and respond to the warnings in the Bible, God uses this to help reveal 
and refine their faith. Urge us toward obedience. 

 
4). What about those that seem to fall away?  

• A hard one because we sometimes see it happen in our life…Remember, we don’t see the 
eternal plan or know who is saved like God does!! Shows that they never had eternal 
life—Scripture teaches that where there is no perseverance in faithfulness to God, there 
was no faith in the first place. 

• Jesus said that “by their fruit you will recognize them” 
• Not everyone who professes faith in Christ is actually saved. Example Mt 7:23…Jesus 

says to those on the last day trying to enter the kingdom because of their works…Jesus 
said, “I never knew you”  Not once knew you but now don’t… 

 
5). How do you know that you are saved? (Grudem)  
 Do I have a present trust in Christ for Salvation? (Col 1:23)…continue in the faith, be 

stable and steadfast, hope in the gospel 
 Is there evidence of the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit in my life? (Gal 5:22) fruit 
 Do I see a long term pattern of growth? (2 Peter 1:5-7) 

Faith, virtue, knowledge, self-control, steadfastness, godliness, affection, love 
 

Concluding Principles 
o Our salvation is protected by the power of God! 
o If you are trusting in Christ for your salvation right now, you have eternal life as a present 

possession. 
o We are to work hard for God and make every effort to persevere in our faith—by the 

strengthening grace God provides. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GLORIFICATION – God resurrects my body 
 

 
 
 
Glorification Defined 

 
“In the final stage of salvation, Christ will return for His people and resurrect their bodies to 
reign forever with Him.”  (Platt) 

 
“It will happen when Christ returns and raises from the dead the bodies of all believers for all 
time who have died, and reunites them with their souls, and changes the bodies of all believers 
who remain alive, thereby giving all believers at the same time perfect resurrection bodies like 
his own.” (Grudem) 
 
Key Passages 

John 6:39–40 
39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has 

given me, but raise it up on the last day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone 
who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up 

on the last day.” 
 

Philippians 3:20–21 
20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 

21 who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that 
enables him even to subject all things to himself. 

 
Four Truths about Glorification 
1). Most believers will die 

o Not all believers will die—the group on earth when Christ returns. 
 

1 Corinthians 15:51–52 



51 Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52 
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will 

sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 
 
o For those believers who die… 

 Their bodies are buried on earth. 
 Their souls are immediately welcomed in heaven to enjoy the intermediate 

state—conscious spirit existence in paradise with the Lord. 
 

Luke 23:43 (ESV) 
43 And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in 

Paradise.” 
 

Acts 7:59 (ESV) 
59 And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my 

spirit.” 
 

“Upon death the spirits of believers go immediately to a place and condition of 
blessedness (Paradise), and unbelievers to an experience of misery, torment, and 
punishment (Hades).  The experiences of these places will not be as intense as the 
final states because it is a disembodied existence—whereas the final states will 
body and spirit.”  (Erickson) 
Rev 14:10-11 wrath, torment  Rev  20:11-15 tormented day and night forever 
 
 What will we be doing in the intermediate state?  How can we recognize 

things?  How does it exactly work—will we just be spirits floating 
around?  Scripture is interestingly silent on these questions. 

• Not a “soul sleep”  
• Not purgatory 
• Conscious time of paradise with the Lord. 

 Death is not the end! 
 Death is just the beginning! 

 
2). All believers will be resurrected. 

 
1 Corinthians 15:42–44 

42 So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is 
imperishable. 43 It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is 

raised in power. 44 It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. 
Passage teaches: 



o Our bodies will be eternal. 
o Our bodies will be imperishable. 
o Our bodies will be powerful. 
o Our bodies will be spiritual (permanently Spirit-filled). 
o Our bodies will be recognizable. 

 
Contrast between Our Present Bodies and our Resurrection Bodies 
 
Present Bodies Resurrection Body 
Perishable, subject to disease and death Incorruptible, immune to disease and 

decay 
Sown in dishonor Glorious, filled with honor 
Weak Powerful, Splendor 
Physical Spiritual 

 
3). Rewards and roles in eternity will be given. 

 
2 Corinthians 5:10 (ESV) 

10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive 
what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. 

Also see: Romans 14:10–12; 1 Corinthians 4:5 
 

4). All believers will enter into heaven. 
o A place of unhindered fellowship. 

 
Revelation 21:1–4 (ESV) 

1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth 
had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 

3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of 
God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God 

himself will be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor 

pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 
 

 We will be with him! Rev 22:4 
• Death will be replaced by life. 

o No more sin 
o No wore sorrow 
o No more sickness 
o No more separation 



• Night will be replaced by light 
 

Revelation 22:5 
5 And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the 

Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever. 
 

• Corruption will be replaced by purity. 
 

Revelation 21:27 
27 But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is 

detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of 
life. 

 
• Curse will be replaced by blessing. 

 
Revelation 22:3 

No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of 
the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. 

 
o A place of indescribable worship. 

 
Revelation 19:6–9  

6 Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many 
waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, “Hallelujah! For the 

Lord our God the Almighty reigns. 7 Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for 
the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; 8 it was 

granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure”— for the fine linen is the 
righteous deeds of the saints. 9 And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those 
who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the 

true words of God.” 
 
Two Promises of Glorification 
1). Creation will be completely restored. 

 
Romans 8:19–22 

19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For 
the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, 

in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and 
obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole 

creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 



 
Revelation 21:1 

1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. 

 
2). Christians will be fully redeemed. 

 
Romans 8:23–25 

23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan 
inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this 
hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25 

But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
 

o We will be free from the presence of sin. 
Revelation 19:7–8 

7 Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has 
come, and his Bride has made herself ready; 8 it was granted her to clothe herself 
with fine linen, bright and pure”— for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the 

saints. 
 

o We will be conformed to the likeness of Christ. 
 

1 John 3:2 
2 Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but 
we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he 

is. 
 

o We will be welcomed into an everlasting kingdom. 
 

2 Peter 1:11 
11 For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal 

kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 

2 Timothy 4:8 
8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 

righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who 
have loved his appearing. 

 
 
 



GROUPS 
1. Talk about what stood out to you from this talk. Are there any ideas that challenge you? 

Are there any ideas that comfort and encourage you? 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What are some implications and applications from the idea that both justification and 
sanctification are gifts of God that are grounded in our union with Christ? 
 
 
 
 
 

3. We said that sanctification is a community project as the church is its environment for 
growth. Discuss some specific ways the sanctification process in the life of a believer can 
grow and thrive in the context of a local church. 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Share prayer requests and pray for one another. 
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Bible Doctrine by Wayne Grudem 
PROOF by Montgomery and Jones 
Crucifixion, Salvation, and the Glory of God by David Platt 
Christian Theology by Millard Erickson 
Visual Theology by Challies and Byers, visualtheology.church 




