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For Starters 
What emotions or initial impressions do you have when you hear the following terms? 

• Church 
• Accountability 
• Church membership 
• Church discipline 

 
Watch 
The Importance of the local church 
You cannot be a disciple of Christ and you cannot fully make disciples of Christ apart 

from total commitment to a local church. 

 
Why people minimize the church; we’re independent, we’re indifferent, we’re immature, 

we’re indecisive, and we’re ignorant. 

 
God’s Word says membership in the local church is extremely important. 
 
 
How does Scripture teach membership? 
1. God’s Word helps us to see the importance of church gatherings. 

• 1 Cor 12 – members of a body 
• The church is a visible expression of the universal body of Christ. 

 
 
2. God’s Word helps us see the importance of church discipline. 

• Matt 18, 1 Cor 5 
 
 

3. God’s Word helps us see the importance of church leadership. 
• Hebrews 13:17; Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 5:1-7 

 
 

4. God’s Word helps us see the importance of church accountability. 
• Church members are responsible for choosing leaders (Acts 6:2-6), purity (Matt 

18, 1 Cor 5), preaching the gospel (Gal 1:6-9; 2 Tim 4), sending missionaries 
(Acts 13:1-3), defining who is in and who is out (1 Cor 5). 

 



Definition of a church 
The church is a local body of baptized believers joined together under biblical 

leadership to grow in the likeness of Christ and express the love of Christ to each other 

and to the world around them. 

 
Baptized believers… 

• Baptism is a declaration that we belong to Jesus (Eph 2:5). 

• Baptism is a declaration that we belong to one another.   

• Eph 4:4-6; Matt 28:19. 

 
Biblical leadership… 

• Leaders are to serve God’s people with God’s Word (Eph 4:7, 11-12; Heb 13:17) 
• Body of Christ equipped and built up to do works of service with Word (Eph 4:12) 

 
Growing in the likeness of Christ… 

1. Together in the church, we want to know the truth of Christ. 
 

2. Together in the church, we want to imitate the character of Christ. 
 

3. Together in the church, we want to display the fullness of Christ. 
 
• Eph 3:10-11—the church is intended to display God’s glory in the world. 

 
The distinguishing mark… 
Love is the distinguishing mark of the church (Eph 4:2,15-16; Jn 13:35). 

 
Summary 
We commit ourselves as members of a local church for the good of ourselves, for the 

good of other Christians, for the good of non-Christians (Acts 5:13-14), and for the glory 

of God. 

 
 

The glory of God is displayed most clearly not through your individual commitment to 
Christ but in the commitment to Christ displayed through a community.  

How can we display the glory of the One who sacrificed his life for the church if we 
sacrifice nothing for the church? 

 



Discuss 
What stood out to you from this talk? 
 
 
 
 
Read Ephesians 4:11-16. Where do you see the truths of this passage connecting with 
Platt’s points in his talk? 
 
 
 
 
Platt said, “You will be stagnant and wither in your Christian life apart from membership 
in a local church.” How does commitment to a local church uniquely help someone 
grow? How might living the Christian life apart from committing to a local church lead to 
stagnancy and withering? Have you seen this in your life or in the life of friends or 
family? 
 
 
 
 
 
Discuss something you might want to do to apply the ideas of this talk to your life. 
 
 
 
 
 
Pray 


