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For Starters 

1. What first comes to mind when someone says “church” or “the church.” Why? 

 

2. What are some reasons people might give to become a member of a local 

church? What are some reasons people give for not becoming a member? 

 

Review—Platt’s Video Talk 

 

THE CHURCH 

Definition of a church (Platt), Review 

The church is a local body of baptized believers joined together under biblical 

leadership to grow in the likeness of Christ and express the love of Christ to each other 

and to the world around them. 

 

Baptized believers… 

 Baptism is a declaration that we belong to Jesus (Eph 2:5). 

 Baptism is a declaration that we belong to one another. Eph 4:4-6; Matt 28:19. 

 

Biblical leadership… 

 Leaders are to serve God’s people with God’s Word (Eph 4:7, 11-12; Heb 13:17) 

 Body of Christ equipped and built up to do works of service with Word (Eph 4:12) 

 

Growing in the likeness of Christ… 

 Together in the church, we want to know the truth of Christ, imitate the character 

of Christ, and to display the fullness of Christ. 

 Eph 3:10-11—the church is intended to display God’s glory in the world. 

 

 

The distinguishing mark… 

Love is the distinguishing mark of the church (Eph 4:2,15-16; Jn 13:35)… “by this all 

people will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

Membership and importance of the church: “You cannot be a disciple of Christ and 

you cannot fully make disciples of Christ apart from total commitment to a local church.” 

 



How does Scripture teach Membership? 

1. God’s Word helps us to see the importance of church gatherings (1 Cor 12) 

 – Eph 3:6 – “Gentiles are fellow members of the body” 1 Cor 12 – body of Christ 

analogy “members” of a body—which refers to a local Church in Corinth 

 The local church is a visible expression of the universal body of Christ. 

 

2. God’s Word helps us see the importance of church discipline. 

 Matt 18, 1 Cor 5 – part is excluding from the church. 

 

3. God’s Word helps us see the importance of church leadership. 

 Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 5:1-7; --leaders are to shepherd their flock, keep watch over 

their souls/spiritual lives, Hebrews 13:17 “obey leaders…give account” 

 

4. God’s Word helps us see the importance of church accountability/responsibility. 

 Church members are responsible for choosing leaders (Acts 6:2-6), purity (Matt 

18, 1 Cor 5), preaching the gospel (Gal 1:6-9; 2 Tim 4), sending missionaries 

(Acts 13:1-3), defining who is in and who is out (1 Cor 5). 

 

These commands and practices in the NT lose their meaning if church membership is 

not practiced, furthermore, [my additions to Platt]: 

 

Keeping Lists, Voting, Joining 

 Acts 5:12-13 people were deciding whether or not to join the church in 

Jerusalem, more public and definite than informal association. 

 Acts 6:1-6 there are elections that take place. 

 Acts 2 there is a record of people who are numbered in the covenant community. 

 1 Timothy 5:3-16 there are lists of widows to care for—church is organized and 

has a list of its people. Most likely had a means of identifying who belonged. 

 In 2 Cor 2:6 “the majority” of members voted to remove a man from membership. 

 

 

Commands to Use Gifts 

In 1 Corinthians 12 and Romans 12 we are told to use our spiritual gifts to build 

up the local body of believers so that the church may become mature. Each 

given a gift for the “building up of the body” and “for the common good” 

Begs the question:  How can we do this effectively if we do not know who 

belongs to the churches we are to serve at?  Who are we to serve? 

 

 

 



So wrapping up 

Although there is no command that “thou shalt become a member” and no treatise in a 

passage about the importance of church membership… we see that there is more than 

enough evidence—lists, electing leaders, submitting to them, voting, regulating 

membership - that some form of membership was practiced and needed to make the 

churches operate. Therefore, as Matt Chandler puts it, “local church membership is a 

matter of biblical obedience, not personal preference.” 

 

Platt’s Summary of Reasons 

“We commit ourselves as members of a local church for the good of ourselves, for the 

good of other Christians, for the good of non-Christians (Acts 5:13-14), and for the glory 

of God.” 

 

 

Parkview Membership Covenant  

1. I will protect the unity of my church 

 By acting in love toward other members 
 By refusing to gossip 
 By following the leaders 

2. I will share the responsibility of my church 

 By attending faithfully 
 By participating in its growth 
 By giving regularly 

3. I will serve the ministry of my church 

 By discovering my gifts and talents 
 By being equipped to serve in areas of giftedness 
 By developing a sacrificial servant’s heart 

4. I will support the testimony of my church 

 By praying for it’s spiritual growth 
 By living a godly life 
 By warmly welcoming those who visit 

 

 God works in each of us to give us a heart for his purposes, his people.  

 My story, God giving me a love for the local church, after undergrad, meeting 

with Joe—pursuing ministry path I may take… 

 

Rest of time, look at the church a bit further… 

 Promise of Christ that he will build the church 

 Pictures that the Bible uses for the church, 3 metaphors/images 

 Purposes of the church, why is the church here?  

 Practices of the church, what things should the church be regularly doing 

together? 



PROMISE of Christ  

Truths from Jesus’ Promise to Build His Church 

Matthew 16:16-18 

Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus 

answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not 

revealed this to you, but my father who is in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and 

upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” 

 

1. Permanent foundation 

“You are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church.” 

Rock – word used for bedrock, foundation stone of a building, refers to Peter’s 

testimony that “Jesus is the Christ, Son of living God.” Testimony is linked to 

reality of who Jesus is God—full deity, Messiah, and Redeemer—head of 

Church.  

(Acts 4:11-12—“Jesus is the cornerstone…salvation in no one else”). Jesus is 

the cornerstone, the rock of redemption and salvation… upon which the church is 

being built  

 

2. “I will build my church” Jesus will be the one to build it, personal involvement, 

does it through us, and his presence is always with us and in us (Matt 28:20; Col 

1:27). He builds it and we work with him “we are God’s fellow workers” (1 Cor 

3:9). 

 

3. “I will build my church” powerful promise that it is going to happen, Christ has 

all power and authority and he guarantees that this will come to pass.  

(Eph 5:26-27 present the bride/church spotless). 

The church will triumph as he began the church with the intention and promise 

that he will complete her. 

 

4. “I will build my church” Christ is in the building process a church, a people for 

himself. How? He is doing this by establishing local churches among people 

groups of the world as his people proclaim the gospel and grow together.  

New Testament story as an example of this, from Mt 16 to Revelation churches 

spread across Roman Empire from Jerusalem to Rome—Antioch, Cyprus, Crete, 

7 Churches in Revelation. Within a couple hundred years, churches spread 

through the entire Roman Empire. And Christ’s building of his church continues 

this day—establishing itself in every tribe, tongue, people, and nation! 

 

5. “I will build my church” The church is Christ’s possession, he owns it, he leads 

it.  



 Christ is the Head “his” body, the church (Eph 1:22) and  

 He is the Chief Shepherd of “his” flock, the church (Jn 10:14-15).  

 Believers and the church are his personal and eternal possession (Titus 

2:14) and he loves the church,  

 He died for the church, sacrifice, care, unfailing love for the church (Eph 

5:2, 25). 

 Titus 2:14 says that Christ “gave himself for us to redeem us… to purify a 

people for his own possession.”  

 Has a great heart for the individual churches, reading Rev. 2-3.  

 

6. “I will build my church” the word means “called out ones” Called from what into 

what? 

 Called out of darkness of sin and into his marvelous light (1 Pet 2:9) 

 Delivered from kingdom of darkness and transferred to his kingdom (Col 

1:13) 

 Called into fellowship with Christ (1 Cor 1:9) through belief in Jesus for 

eternal life (Acts 4:32) and into an assembly/group of believers/family. 

 Called into a community: Jesus uses living stones—individual people—

to build his church as they live life together in community (1 Pet 2:5) “you 

yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house” 

 Church is a “chosen race, royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his 

own possession…proclaiming his excellencies.” (1 Pet 2:9). 

 

7. Promise of Success.  

“And the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” Promise of success!! Like a 

team or army with an “unstoppable force” (Doug S) 

 What does this mean? Church charging the gates of hell/conquering 

demons, etc.?!! … not that embellished, more simple. 

 “gates of hell/hades” is a metaphor for physical death (Is 38:10, Job 

38:17, Heb 2:14). “Gates” represent passageway from this life to death. 

By extension, Satan—had the power of death. “hades” means the grave, 

the place of the dead, death. 

 Death “power of the grave” will not overcome the church. 

 Why? Christ has been raised, believers will be raised, death has no 

victory (1 Cor 15:54-57). “where O death is your victory?” 

 Physical death of believers will not overcome the church, the church will 

not die off in any given generation, it will continue to grow. 

 This passage/promise guarantees that the church, the universal body of 

believers made up of individual congregations, will have an enduring 



ministry and testimony that cannot be destroyed by this world, 

persecution, Satanic forces, or even death itself!  

 That is how we are, unstoppable! We are on right side of the war and we 

will prevail/win.  

 

Summary:  

 The church belongs to Jesus alone. 

 He will build it as he chooses. 

 And nothing can stand in his way… what a powerful promise!! 

 

 

PICTURES for the Church (3) 

Many metaphors for the relationship of Christ and his people, like branches/vine, 

sheep/shepherd, three to focus on that help explain the church: Building, Body, Bride 

 

Building 

 Individual believers are the temple of God (1 Cor 6:19-20) 

 And the church corporately is called the temple of God (1 Cor 3:16; Eph 2:21-22) 

 We are built on the foundation of the Lord Jesus (1 Cor 3:10-11; 1 Pet 2:7) 

 And Christians are living stones who make up the temple of God (1 Pet 2:4-8) 

 Christ is the builder (Matt 16:18) and believers are the building (Eph 2:20-22) 

 [church visit to Ames – stone work] 

 So the church is a spiritual building, founded on Christ… of living flesh, people, 

individual believers together displaying God’s glory on earth. So the church is 

center of spiritual growth and worship in this world.  

 

Body 

1 Cor 12:12-26; Eph 1:20-23 

 Like a human body—when break a bone, cut – the whole body is 

affected….when it is working well (run), b/c all the parts are working together. 

 All the parts of the body of Christ are important and need one another. 

 Christ is the head of the church, showing that he is Lord over the church. He 

directs the church forward, to grow and to become what he wants it to be. Paul 

refers to Christ’s headship when he writes that God the Father has  

“put all things under his [Christ’s] feet and gave him as head over all things to the 

church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all” (Ephesians 

1:22–23). His authority over all things in creation is for the purpose of reigning 

over the church. What an amazing thought. As he sits at the right hand of the 

Father (see Ephesians 1:20) with everything subjected to him, Christ has 

complete control of all things for the sake of his body, the church.  



 

Bride 

2 Cor 11:2-3; Eph 5:24-25; Rev 19:7-9 

 Church is a bride, with Christ as the bridegroom.  

 Christ has sacrificed/died for his bride, the church. Leads in love. 

 And Church is to make itself ready for the wedding, the marriage supper, by 

living lives of holiness/purity. 

 (2 Corinthians 11:2–3)….believers to turn from other attractions and keep 

themselves “sincere and pure” in their devotion to Christ. 

 End, after church is built fully, great marriage ceremony, John writes, “ ‘Let us 

rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, 

and his Bride has made herself ready; 8 it was granted her to clothe herself with 

fine linen, bright and pure’—for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. 
9 And the angel said to me, ‘Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the 

marriage supper of the Lamb.’ And he said to me, ‘These are the true words of 

God’ ” (Revelation 19:7–9).  

 What great motivation for devotion to Christ and purity of life now as we await the 

day when we will be joined to Christ forever. 

 

PURPOSES 

What are the purposes of a church? 

(Exalt God, Edify believers, Evangelize the world) 

(Win, build, send) 

(Connect, grow, serve, go) 

(Church is the gospel made visible, preaching gospel audible) 

 

3 Main Purposes…for the glory of God, the purposes of the church are to… 

1. Worship God 

2. Grow believers (make disciples) 

3. Reach out to world (of all nations) 

PVC—love God, love others, serve the world 

 

PRACTICES -- Means of grace within the church—regular practices for the church to 

bring encouragement, strengthen faith, cultivate spiritual growth. 

 

1) God’s Word, 2) Prayer, 3) Worship, 4) Fellowship— and “the ordinances” 5) Baptism 

and the 6) Lord’s Supper. Two special practices to demonstrate gospel realities.  

 



 Baptism, picturing. A picture of what happened at salvation. Visual practice that 

points to the reality of God’s forgiveness, union with him and the church family. 

Be baptized once, believer. But we practice it regularly together, celebrate! 

 Communion, remembering. “Do this in remembrance of me” Helps us 

remember this sacrifice for us, his payment for our sin, our union with him. 

We practice this regularly—confessing our sin and committing anew to Christ 

each time. 

 

Prayer 

 

For Discussion 

1. What stood out to you from this talk as new or important or particularly 

meaningful to you? 

 

2. Mark Dever says that the local church is “the gospel made visible.” If this is true, 

how do people in a local church go about making the gospel visible together? 

 

3. Discuss something you might want to do to apply the ideas of this talk to your life. 

 

4. Pray for one another. 

 


