
 

 GOD’S STORY: REDEMPTION AND NEW CREATION  

LAST WEEK, ACT 1, CREATION 

God is the Creator (Gn 1:1; Heb 11:3). Man made in God’s Image (Gn 1:26). Everything was 

good (Gn 1:31). Man was made for perfect fellowship (Ps 100:3). 

ACT 2, FALL 

Man fell into sin (Gn 3:6). Man and the earth now are under a curse (Is 24:6). Man’s relation-

ship from God was severed (Is 59:2). Man was banished from God’s presence (Gn 3:23). 

ACT 3, REDEMPTION 

(1) God sent Jesus as our representative. 

2 Corinthians 5:21, “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God.” 



 

 (2) Jesus lived a perfect life.  

Hebrews 4:15, “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weak-
nesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.” 

(3) Jesus died and rose from the dead. 

1 Corinthians 15:3–4, “For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that 
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 

4
 that he was buried, that he was 

raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.” 

(4) We are redeemed through Christ’s birth, death, and resurrection. 

Ephesians 1:7, “In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our tres-
passes, according to the riches of his grace.” 
 

“To redeem is to buy back or secure the release of someone from slavery or from captivity by 
the payment of a ransom.  Redemption, then, is the action to secure release; the ran-
som is the price paid to effect the action.”    Jerry Bridges 

Ransom = Jesus’ death on cross (Mk 10:45) 
 
The saving work of Jesus Christ as he “bought back” (redeemed) sinners out of their slavery to 
sin through the payment of a ransom. 
 
Pope Gregory I.  500s-600s AD.  Lived in Rome.  Saw slavery—from Germanic tribe invasions.  
Set up monasteries.  Wanted to reach out to Britain.  Would commission his monks to buy boys 
from Britain out of slavery, paying the price for their freedom.  They would take care of them.  
Raise them.  And then send some of them to be missionaries to Britain. 

Picture of what Jesus has done for us.  God sent Jesus to the cross to pay price as a ransom, 
to redeem us from slavery to sin.  Then has 
adopted us into his family. Mission. 

Important Verses on Redemption 

(1) Christ as our ransom 

  “For even the Son of Man did not come 
to be served but to serve, and to give his 
life as a ransom for many.”  
  Mark 10:45 

 

(2) We are Justified through our Redemption 
in Christ  

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God, and are justified by his grace as 
a gift, through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a 
propitiation by his blood, to be received 
by faith.”      Rom 3:23-25 



 

  

(3) We are Redeemed from the Power of Sin and Death  

“For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the 
Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” Col 1:14 

(4) We are Redeemed by the Blood of Christ, his sacrifice  

“You were ransomed… with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or 
spot… through him you are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him 
glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.”  1 Peter 1:18-21 

Future, complete redemption, which the Holy Spirit Serves as a Guarantee  

“In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed 
in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance 
until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.      Eph 1:13-14 

 

Epic Redemption—Christ as the Center of the story for the glory of God  

Redemption is both personal and global. 

God’s plan in Christ has a cosmic scope in the grand story of God. 

Because all things on earth have been corrupted by the fall, God is in the process of 
“reconciling the world to himself” (2 Cor 5:19) and putting “all things in subjection under 
his feet” (1 Cor 15:27). 

15
 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 

16
 For by him all things were 

created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 
rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 

17
 And he is before 

all things, and in him all things hold together… 
18

 And he is the head of the body, the 
church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be 
preeminent. 

19
 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 

20
 and through him 

to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the 
blood of his cross.      Colossians 1:15–20 

 Plus – we become part of God’s redemptive work! 
 

 

        

 

        



 

 

ACT 4, NEW CREATION 

(1) Jesus will return and reign forever. 

Luke 1:32–33, “He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God 
will give to him the throne of his father David, 

33
 and he will reign over the house of Jacob for-

ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

(2) God will banish sin forever. 

Psalm 103:12, “As far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions 
from us.” 

(3) Man will be in perfect fellowship with God forever. 

2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed 
away; behold, the new has come.” 

(4) Life and relationships will be as God intended forever. 

Revelation 21:4, “He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, 
neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have 
passed away.” 

 


