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“Boy, I’m sure glad I don’t do horrible things like that!” – Jewish readers of Romans 1 

 

 

 
 

Paul uses the word “you” four times in quick succession (2:1,2,3 and 4).  “You” refers 

here to people who judge others for doing something they do themselves.  We may not 

have committed the heinous sins listed as the end of Romans 1, but no one is sinless.  It is 

the height of hypocrisy when we judge others for what we do ourselves.  



 
 

 

Paul’s hope in arguing for the gospel’s power through the rest of the book is contingent 

on the recognition that everyone shares the same need.  No one is exempt, no matter 

what.   The rest of the chapter is spent fleshing out the “no matter what”.   

 

In verses 1-3 Paul highlights the folly of thinking we can somehow escape God’s 

judgment, in 2:4 he turns to the implications of passing judgment on others for the things 

we do ourselves.  So the Christian or Jewish hypocrite wants to condemn sinners rather 

than pardon them or extend grace.  Whenever the Christian community brings invectives 

against sin, it must do so with the knowledge that we are in the same boat with the 

sinners.  None of us is above grace and all of us, at some point, must fall on the mercy of 

the blood of Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

So two paths are outlined in these verses (4-5):  those who acknowledge their sin and 

humbly confess it and rely on the atoning work of Christ and thus experience God’s 

kindness, forbearance and patience – designed to bring about a change of heart; OR those 

who thinking that their righteous lifestyle will escape God’s wrath and stubbornly refuse 

to humble themselves before God and others.   

 

Verses 6-12 is one big relative clause describing God.  It shapes how we should think 

about God in this context.  The contrast is in those who pursue a self-centered life and 

those who devote themselves to serving the Lord.  God will respond appropriately to each 

group.  However, no matter which path we take we will be judged by God.  Doesn’t 

matter if you are Jew or Gentile, God’s standard is the same.   

 

So the law was given to the Jews.  The sins of Romans 1 certainly reflect the non-law 

Gentiles.   So how is it that a pagan Gentile could somehow be accepted by God?  Paul 

begins that argument is 2:14 but first he makes it clear that our response to the conviction 

of sin is what determines our future with God. 

 

So, for a time, there is a window of opportunity to deal with the sin in your life thanks to 

God’s kindness and forbearance.  God chooses to not execute rightful judgment on us in 

order to give us the opportunity to repent and choose a new path.  But do not take that for 

granted!  Worse yet, do not think that your life is so chaste and pure that repentance is not 



a regular fixture of your life.  No matter if you’re a lifelong Christian or a relatively new 

convert – God does not play favorites (2:11).   

 

In 2:12 Paul addresses the notion that possession of the law invokes some “get out of jail 

free” card for the Jews.  Paul contrasts this notion with the statement that it’s not 

possessing the law that is important but rather keeping it that determines our 

righteousness.  Both Jews and Gentiles must understand that sin creates a barrier between 

themselves and God (2:16).   

 

In reading 2:12 the Jew might think that Paul is saying that since Gentiles do not have the 

law that they are not held accountable to it.  “if you cannot follow a law because you 

don’t have access to it, wouldn’t you – in this case, Gentiles – be considered unrighteous 

in God’s sight?”  Paul hits the Jewish believers right between the eyes when he says in 

2:14 “What if the Gentiles, who do not have the law, are somehow able by nature to keep 

it?”  If keeping the law is more important than possessing the law, then maybe the 

Gentiles are not in such a bad place after all.  Paul says those who keep the law – even 

though they don’t have it (possession) – are a law unto themselves.  In other words, the 

law of Moses is not the only law that may convict a person of sin.  There is, in fact, a law 

written on people’s hearts.  This law correlates to their conscience, thoughts which either 

accuse or defend them (1:19-20).  Thus the law to which people have access determines 

the basis on which they will be judged.   

 

 
 



Summary: 

 

1. It is the keeping of God’s law, not the possession of it, that determines one’s 

righteousness on the day of judgment.  Both the Mosaic law and the law written 

on the heart.   

2. Paul is not actually introducing a new gospel standard but rather positing a “what 

if?” statement.  Two different tracts for judgment and both lead to the same place. 

3. Obedience is the common denominator.  So therefore, everyone, is in the same 

boat – both those who “possess” the law and those who don’t – will have to give 

an accounting to God.   


