
Seeking the Lord  
  
Common Call in Scripture 
Seek the Lord, Seek God, Seek his face (Ps. 27:8; 2 Chr. 7:14) a pursuing/seeking his 
presence continually. 

Psalm 27:8 (NIV84)  
8 My heart says of you, “Seek his face!” Your face, LORD, I will seek.  

2 Chronicles 7:14 (NIV84)  
14 if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and 
pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear 
from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.  

 
Aspects of Seeking the Lord 
· A gift (2 Thess 3:5)  - Through Jesus Christ by faith 

2 Thessalonians 3:5 (NIV84)  
5 May the Lord direct your hearts into God’s love and Christ’s 
perseverance.  

 
· Warnings & urgency (Amos 5:6; Zeph. 2:3, 1:6; Hosea 10:12) 

Amos 5:6 (NIV84)  
6 Seek the LORD and live, or he will sweep through the house of Joseph 
like a fire; it will devour, and Bethel will have no one to quench it.  

Zephaniah 2:3 (NIV84)  
3 Seek the LORD, all you humble of the land, you who do what he 
commands. Seek righteousness, seek humility; perhaps you will be 
sheltered on the day of the LORD’s anger.  

Hosea 10:12 (NIV84)  
for it is time to seek the LORD,  

 
· As a group (Zech. 8:21-22; 2 Chr. 14:4; Ps. 24:6) 

Zechariah 8:21–22 (NIV84)  
21 and the inhabitants of one city will go to another and say, ‘Let us go at 
once to entreat the LORD and seek the LORD Almighty. I myself am going.’ 
22 And many peoples and powerful nations will come to Jerusalem to seek 
the LORD Almighty and to entreat him.”  

2 Chronicles 14:4 (NIV84)  
4 He commanded Judah to seek the LORD, the God of their fathers, and to 
obey his laws and commands.  

Psalm 24:6 (NIV84)  
6 Such is the generation of those who seek him, who seek your face, O 
God of Jacob.  

 
· Living for God’s priorities (Matt 6:33; Col. 3:1) 

Matthew 6:33 (NIV84)  
33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things 
will be given to you as well.  



Colossians 3:1 (NIV84)  
1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things 
above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.  

 
· In times of trouble (Ps. 77:2) 

Psalm 77:2 (NIV84)  
2 When I was in distress, I sought the Lord;  

 
· Involves the mind and heart (1 Chr. 22:19; Ps. 119:10; Col. 3:1) 

1 Chronicles 22:19 (ESV)  
19 Now set your mind and heart to the LORD your God.”  

Psalm 119:10 (NIV84)  
10 I seek you with all my heart; do not let me stray from your commands.  

Col 3:1  
set your hearts on things above, 

 
Necessary Attitudes in Seeking the Lord 
· Humility (Zeph. 2:3; 2 Chr. 7:14; Ps. 10:4) 

Zephaniah 2:3 (NIV84)  
3 Seek the LORD, all you humble of the land, you who do what he 
commands. Seek righteousness, seek humility; perhaps you will be 
sheltered on the day of the LORD’s anger.  

2 Chronicles 7:14 (NIV84)  
14 if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and 
pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear 
from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.  

Psalm 10:4 (NIV84)  
4 In his pride the wicked does not seek him; in all his thoughts there is no 
room for God.  

 
· A strong desire, calling, pleading (Isaiah 55:6; Job 8:5) 

Isaiah 55:6 (NIV84)  
6 Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near.  

Job 8:5 (NIV84)  
5 But if you will look to God and plead with the Almighty,  

 
· Repentance of sin, returning to God (Hos. 3:5; 14:2) 

Hosea 3:5 (NIV84)  
5 Afterward the Israelites will return and seek the LORD their God and 
David their king. They will come trembling to the LORD and to his blessings 
in the last days.  

Hosea 14:2 (NIV84)  
2 Take words with you and return to the LORD. Say to him: “Forgive all our 
sins and receive us graciously, that we may offer the fruit of our lips.  

 
 



· Faith - then God rewards (Heb. 11:6) – by faith you have been saved, Christ 
Hebrews 11:6 (NIV84)  

6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who 
comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who 
earnestly seek him.  

 
· Righteous living (Hos. 10:12; Zeph. 2:3) 
  Hosea 10:12 (NIV84)  

12 Sow for yourselves righteousness, reap the fruit of unfailing love, and 
break up your unplowed ground; for it is time to seek the LORD, until he 
comes and showers righteousness on you.  

Zephaniah 2:3 (NIV84)  
3 Seek the LORD, all you humble of the land, you who do what he 
commands. Seek righteousness, seek humility; perhaps you will be 
sheltered on the day of the LORD’s anger.  

 
 
Benefits, Rewards, Results of Seeking the Lord  
· Kings who sought the Lord; Jehoshaphat (2 Chr. 17:4), Uzziah (2 Chr. 26:5), 

Hezekiah (2 Chr. 31:21), Josiah (2 Chr. 34:3). Bought times of national revival and 
blessing. 

 
· He will be found! (2 Chr. 15:2-4; Jer. 29:13) 

2 Chronicles 15:2–4 (NIV84)  
4 But in their distress they turned to the LORD, the God of Israel, and 
sought him, and he was found by them.  

Jeremiah 29:13 (NIV84)  
13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.  

 
· Brings joy and happiness (Ps. 119:2; Ps. 40:16) 

Psalm 119:2 (NIV84)  
2 Blessed are they who keep his statutes and seek him with all their heart.  

Psalm 40:16 (NIV84)  
16 But may all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; may those who 
love your salvation always say, “The LORD be exalted!”  

 
· Life and prosperity (Amos 5:4; Jer. 29:11-13) 

Amos 5:4 (NIV84)  
4 This is what the LORD says to the house of Israel: “Seek me and live;  

Jeremiah 29:11–13 (NIV84)  
11 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 12 
Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to 
you. 13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your 
heart.  

 



· Heart will be revived (Ps. 69:32) 
Psalm 69:32 (NIV84)  

32 The poor will see and be glad— you who seek God, may your hearts 
live!  

 
John Piper, “What Does it Mean to Seek the Lord?” 
A conscious fixing or focusing of... 
 ...our mind’s attention on God  
 ...our heart’s affection on God 
Seek God through...  
 ...mediators (Scripture, grace in others, nature’s beauty)  
 ...around obstacles (apathy, sin, etc.) 
  

 

 
Discussion: 

Do any of these aspects, attitudes, or benefits stand out as meaningful to you right 
now, why? 
  
  
  
  
  
What mediators help you seek God? Why? 
  
  
  
  
  
What obstacles are in your life right now that you need to get around in order to seek 
God fully? How can you do this? 
  
  
  
  
  
How can you practically fix your mind’s attention and focus your heart’s affection on 
God? 
  
  
  
  
  
  
Share prayer requests and pray for these applications. 


