
WHY THE CROSS?   
 

Why the cross?  Why did Jesus die on the cross?  Why was it necessary?  What does the cross 

show us about God? 

 1 Cor 15:3, “Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures” 

 1 Peter 3:18, “Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring 

you to God.” 

 

Answer—Christ died for our sins so that we could be brought to God (peace with him). 

 

Begs another question, “Why did Christ need to die for our sins?  Why did he need to be 

sacrificed?  Why did we need to be brought to God—what was wrong?  Why were we not at 

peace with God? 

 

Common answer to why the cross—to save us from our sin.  God loves us and has a wonderful 

plan for us.  Jesus loves us and wants us to have a relationship with him and experience eternal 

life.  Therefore, God sent Jesus to die on the cross, to pay our penalty, so that we can have a 

relationship with him.  Is this true?  Yes.  Is it the full picture, no.   

 

But going a little deeper we see that it is more foundational to say that the cross is ultimately 

and foundationally about God, not about us.  The cross is a demonstration of who God is—that 

he is BOTH just and merciful.   

 

David Platt says, 

Before the cross is for anyone else's sake, what God is doing on the cross is for God's 

sake. God is displaying His justice. He is demonstrating His righteousness. Why did 

Jesus die on the cross? Who did Jesus die for? He died for me? Certainly. Died for 

you? Certainly, but not ultimately. Ultimately, Christ died for God. The cross is 

ultimately centered around a demonstration  of the character of God. The cross is 

not about displaying our value. The cross is all about displaying the value of God. 

Everything at the cross is God-exaltation He shows us that sin is infinitely offensive, 

and that God is infinitely glorious. The cross is not a display of the finite worth of 

man. The cross is not a picture of how valuable we are. The cross is a picture of 

how valuable God is. The cross is a display, not of the finite worth of man, but of 

the infinite worth of God. 

 

So my answer to “why the cross”… 

 



The ultimate aim of the cross is to demonstrate God’s character and glory—that he is 

righteous in saving sinners.  That he is just in showing mercy to sinners.  

 

So there are two sides to what the cross demonstrates about God.   

1. He is just.  Fair, judgments are right, righteous 

2. He is merciful.  Loving, forgiving, having deep, deep mercy on people. 

 

 God’s justice demanded the cross as a punishment for our sins. 

 God’s mercy provided the cross to save us from our sins. 

 The cross is where God’s justice and mercy meet in full harmony. 

 

The cross, then, is an expression of God’s wrath toward sin as well as His love to us.  It 

expresses His holiness in His determination to punish sin, even at the cost of His Son.  

And it expresses His love in sending His Son to bear the punishment we so justly 

deserved. 

So in answer to the question, “Why the cross?” we must say God’s holiness demanded it 

as punishment for our sins, and God’s love provided it to save us from our sins. We 

cannot begin to understand the true significance of the cross unless we understand 

something of the holiness of God and the depth of our sin.   

 (Bridges) 

 

What we are talking about here is what theologians call the divine dilemma.  God is holy and 

just and, therefore, must punish sinners.  God is also merciful and loving and decides to pardon 

those who are guilty.  He decides to save sinners by not giving them their just punishment. 

 

We see this in Romans 3.   READ.   3:9-26 

 

MEGA-TRUTHS here… 

 ALL are under the condemnation of sin.  All have fallen short of the glory of God.  The 

penalty is death—eternal separation from God.  (Rom 1 & 2) 

 No one can pay their own way out.  No one can use good works to be saved. 

 God sent Jesus to the cross to be our sacrifice—to pay the penalty for our sin. 

 We are forgiven by God through Christ and we receive this gift through faith/trust. 

 The cross is a manifestation of the righteousness of God (21)  and is to show his 

righteousness (25)  It was to show that God is right (righteousness) in the cross.  That he 

can be just in penalizing sin.  That he can be the justifier—the one who shows mercy to 

those who are guilty.  Divine delimma—God passed over sins, though he is just?!  How 

can this be? 



 

To understand this fully, we need to remember that God is Just—the perfect judge.  And sin is 

an eternal offense against an eternal God.  The penalty for sin is death. 

 

 

 God is sovereign over all. 

The earth is the lord’s and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it; for he 

founded it upon the seas and established it upon the waters.  Psalm 24:1-2 

 

 God created all things—therefore he knows what is best for his creatures!! 

You alone are the Lord.  You made the heavens, even the highest heavens, and all their 

starry host, the earth and all that is in it, the seas and all that is in them.  You give life to 

everything, and the multitudes of heaven worship you.  Neh. 9:6 

 

 God knows all things. 

For God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything.  1 Jn 3:20 

 

 God sustains all things. 

O Lord, you preserve both man and beast.  Ps 36:6 

 

 God is righteous in all His ways.  

 

“The Rock, his work is perfect, for all his ways are justice. A God of 

faithfulness and without iniquity, just and upright is he.” Deuteronomy 32:4 

 

The Lord is righteous in all his ways and kind in all his works. 

Psalm 145:17 

 

 God is holy.  Rubber meets the road… 

 

“There is none holy like the Lord; there is none besides you; there is no rock like our God.” 

1 Samuel 2:2 

 

And one called to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the 

Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!”  Isaiah 6:3 

 

The basic meaning of holy is “separate.” And when used of God means, among other things, 

that He is eternally separate from any degree of sin.  He does not sin himself and he cannot 



abide or condone sin in his moral creatures…Instead the Scriptures teach us that God’s 

holiness responds to sin with immutable and eternal hatred. To put it plainly, God hates sin. 

The psalmist said, “The arrogant cannot stand in your presence; you hate all who do wrong,” 

and “God is a righteous judge, a God who expresses his wrath every day” (Psalm 5:5; 7:11). 

Thus we see that God always hates sin and inevitably expresses His wrath against it.       

(Bridges) 

 

 God is just in all His wrath.  

 

But if our unrighteousness serves to show the righteousness of God, what 

shall we say? That God is unrighteous to inflict wrath on us? (I speak in a 

human way.) By no means! For then how could God judge the world? 

Romans 3:5-6 

 

 God is intolerant of sin.  Cannot tolerate it.  Hates it. 

 

You who are of purer eyes than to see evil and cannot look at wrong, why do you idly look 

at traitors and remain silent when the wicked swallows up the man more righteous than he? 

Habakkuk 1:13 

 

 God is indignant toward evildoers.  

 

The boastful shall not stand before your eyes; you hate all evildoers. You destroy 

those who speak lies; the Lord abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful man.  Psalm 5:5-6 

 

 

Consider the sinfulness of man …  

 

What is Sin?     

 “missing the mark”  “transgress/break a law or standard” “do wrong”  “don’t do right” 

1. Rom 3:23 All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.  Sin moves us to fall short 

of honoring God and gladly following his ways 

2. It is lived out through turning from God and his ways in order to do what we think is 

best.  Romans 1--worshiped created rather than creator. 

3. Always results in harm, ruin, and death. 

 

Sinful in our nature    NOT A BLANK SLATE!!  (Society) 

 Surely I was a sinner from birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me!  Ps 51:5 



 

Just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, in this way death 

came to all men, because all sinned.   Romans 5:12 

o Born with the disease 

o Born destined for hell 

o Born with a heart that is evil. 

  Wait!  This is not fair!!! 

 

Sinful in our actions 

 Everything that does not come from faith is sin.  Rom. 14:23 

  

 So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin.  James 4:16 

 

 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking 

all  

 of it.  James 2:10 

 

Sum it up, Bruce Ware says, 

 We are, then, sinners by nature who show ourselves to be sinners by choice. 

 

A little deeper… what sin is, what have we done? 

 We have denounced His sovereignty.  This is what happened w/Adam & Eve. 

 

So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a 

delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took 

of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, 

and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were 

naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. Genesis 3:6-7 

 

 We have disgraced His holiness.  

 

“Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord God: It is not for your sake, 

O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name, which 

you have profaned among the nations to which you came. And I will vindicate the 

holiness of my great name, which has been profaned among the nations, and which 

you have profaned among them. And the nations will know that I am the Lord, 

declares the Lord God, when through you I vindicate my holiness before their eyes.” 

Ezekiel 36:22-23 



 

 We have despised His righteousness. 

 

… as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; no one 

understands; no one seeks for God. All have turned aside; together 

they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.”  Romans 3:10-12 

 

 

 

 

 We have disregarded His wrath.  

  

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, 

following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, 

the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience—among whom we all 

once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and 

the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 

Ephesians 2:1-3 

 

 We have denied His love.  

 

Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, 

not knowing that God’s kindness is meant to lead you to repentance?  Romans 2:4 

 

 We have disgraced His law 
 

 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking 

all  

 of it.  James 2:10 

 

 We have desired other sources of identity (money, sex, success, image, education…) 

 

“My people have committed two sins: They have forsaken me, the spring of living water, and 

have dug their own cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold water.  Jeremiah 2:13 

 

Adding it all up, this is what theologians call total depravity.  All of us are sinful, totally, 

completely, to the core! 

 



Depravity defined … 

Apart from Christ, every human being is sinful in nature, corrupted in the entire person, 

unable to please God, and incapable of working out of this condition.  Sin is our default mode. 

 
7the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. 8 Those 

controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God.  

Romans 8:7–8 

 

 What does it mean to be totally depraved, totally sinful? 

o The total population is sinful.  All of us are sinners.  “all have sinned and fallen…” 

o The total person, in all its elements, is depraved.  Sin affects our entire person. 

o Sinners are totally unable to get out of this condition on their own.  Dire straits.  

 

Bridges says, 

Our fallen sinful nature affects and pollutes everything we do.  Our very best deeds are 

stained with sin.  Because of this, our acts of obedience fall short of perfection, defiled as 

they are by remaining sin, they are at best “filthy rags” (Isaiah 64:6) when compared 

with the righteousness God’s Law requires.  

 

CONSEQUENCE 

 We are destined for hell—eternal separation God, from all that is good. 

o A place of fiery agony (Rev 20:5; 21:8) 

o A place of conscious torment (Luke 16:22-24) 

o A place of total darkness (Mt 22:13) 

o A place of divine destruction (2 Thess 1:9-10).  

o  A place of eternal duration (2 Thess 1:9-10). 

 

Jesus called hell “eternal” “unquenchable fire” (Mt 25:41), where there is “weeping and 

gnashing of teeth” (Mt 13:42), and where the “worm does not die and the fire is not quenched” 

(Mark 9:48) 

 

So we see in all of this that God in his justice can’t be true to himself in saving sinners without 

a punishment!!  Must punish this cosmic treason!! 

 

Acquitting the guilty and condemning the innocent—the lord detests them both.   

Prov. 17:15 

 



Point of all this, we are in great need of a savior!!  The divine dilemma needs to be solved by 

God through Christ. 

 

Getting back to the divine dilemma, because we are sinners (in our nature and actions) and 

because we have offended a holy God, the just penalty for our offense is to suffer for our own 

sins by going to hell—a place of eternal, conscious torment… BUT God in his mercy and love 

does not give us what we deserve, instead he punishes his Son in our place.  What an awesome 

God!  What an amazing Savior!! 

  

What horrible sinners we are before God.  Just look at the punishment we deserve to pay.  

But what a great Savior is Jesus.  Look even more closely at his grace and mercy as he took 

upon himself the full punishment for our sin through his death on the cross.  Great 

punishment, great sin; great punishment, great Savior—let us see these as God sees them, 

to the humbling of our needy souls and to the glory of his matchless name.  (Bruce 

Ware, 101)   

 


