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What Is God Like?

Just as Scripture is the highest source of information about itself, God is the highest source of

information about himself. That makes sense, for if there was a higher source of information 

about God, then God wouldn’t be God. Therefore, it is important that any study of God look at 

what God says about himself—found on the pages of Scripture. 

God Exists 

Scripture simply assumes God exists. The first verse of the Bible—“In the beginning, God 

created the heavens and the earth” (Gen. 1:1)—matter-of-factly presents God as Creator without 

any proof for his existence or actions. 

Scripture also tells us that all persons everywhere have a deep, inner sense that God exists, 

that they are his creatures and that he is their Creator. In Romans 1:19, Paul writes that even for 

the wicked, this sense is “plain to them, because God has shown it to them.” Although many 

today do not acknowledge that God exists, Paul says this is because “they exchanged the truth 

about God for a lie” (Rom. 1:25), therefore actively or willingly rejecting some truth about 

God’s character and existence that they originally knew. In essence, they convince themselves 

that “there is no God” (Ps. 10:4). 

The knowledge of God that Paul refers to can be “clearly perceived … in the things that have 

been made” (Rom. 1:20). Every created thing gives evidence of God and his character. But 

human beings—created in the image of God—give the most evidence of God’s existence and 

character. 

Therefore, belief in God is not some “blind faith”; it is based on evidence found both in the 

Bible and in the natural world. 

God Is Knowable 

Not only does God exist, he exists in such a way that we can know things about him and come to 

know him personally. 

We will, however, never fully know God. He is infinite and we are finite. “His greatness is 

unsearchable,” too great to ever be fully known (Ps. 145:3). “His understanding is beyond 

measure” (Ps. 147:5). God’s knowledge is “too wonderful” for us; it is so high, we “cannot attain 

it” (Ps. 139:6), and if we could count God’s thoughts, we would find them greater in number 

than the sands of the earth (Ps. 139:17–18). 

While we will never fully know God, we can personally know God. Jesus said eternal life 

was found in knowing him and knowing “the only true God” who sent him (John 17:3). This is 

far better than simply knowing about God. In fact, in Jeremiah 9:24, God says, “Let him who 

boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows me.” 
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In addition to knowing God, we can know about him from what he tells us about himself on 

the pages of Scripture. For example, Scripture tells us God is love (1 John 4:8), God is light (1 

John 1:5), God is spirit (John 4:24), and God is righteous (Rom. 3:26). Some of God’s attributes 

will be easier to understand, because they are attributes he shares with us; others may be more 

difficult to grasp because they are attributes that he doesn’t share with us. Because we are finite 

creations of an infinite Creator, we will never fully understand everything there is to understand 

about any one of God’s attributes. Even so, there is tremendous value in learning God’s 

attributes, for in them we will find the true things about God that he wants us to know. And as 

people created for God’s glory (Isa. 43:7), we can bring him glory as we imitate him by 

exhibiting likeness to his attributes. 

God Is Independent 

God’s independence means he doesn’t actually need us or anything else in creation for anything. 

He did not create us because he was lonely or needed fellowship with other people. God always 

has been perfectly and completely happy and fulfilled in his personal existence. Paul says in Acts 

17:24–25, “The God who made the world and everything in it … does not live in temples made 

by man, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives 

to all mankind life and breath and everything.” 

God always was. He was not created; he never came into being. The psalmist writes, “Before 

the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from 

everlasting to everlasting you are God” (Ps. 90:2). Therefore, God is not dependent on anyone 

for anything. Indeed, because he is God, he cannot be dependent on anyone or anything. Instead, 

his entire creation is and must be dependent on him. “For from him and through him and to him 

are all things” (Rom. 11:36). 

However, though God is completely independent, he also chooses to give us value and 

significance. He allows us to be important to him! Indeed, all creation glorifies and brings him 

joy. As he says in Isaiah 43:7, “Everyone who is called by my name … I created for my glory.” 

And Zephaniah says God “will rejoice” over us “with gladness” and “exult” over us “with loud 

singing” (Zeph. 3:17). Although God does not need us, he allows us to bring joy to his heart—

joy that results in loud singing! That is a sign of true significance. 

God Is Unchangeable 

God is unchangeable, but not in every way we might think him to be. Instead, he is unchangeable 

only in the ways the Scriptures tell us he is unchangeable: God is unchangeable in his being, 

attributes, purposes, and promises. The psalmist praises God for being the same (Ps. 102:27). 

God affirms this when he, in reference to his attributes, says that he does not change: “For I the 

LORD do not change” (Mal. 3:6). When God stays the same in his being and attributes it is in 

direct contrast to us: Our beings will change and our attributes will change. God, on the other 

hand, will stay the same forever. 

In addition, God is unchangeable in his purposes. Once he has determined he will bring 

something about, it will be achieved. For “the counsel of the LORD stands forever, the plans of 

his heart to all generations” (Ps. 33:11). His individual plans for eternity (such as those found in 

Matthew 25:34 and Ephesians 1:4, 11) will come to pass. 



God is also unchanging in his promises. As is written in Numbers 23:19: “God is not man, 

that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should change his mind. Has he said, and will he not 

do it? Or has he spoken, and will he not fulfill it?” 

Even so, there are places in Scripture that seem at first to contradict God’s 

unchangeableness—especially related to his purposes and promises. For example, God did not 

punish Nineveh as promised, when the people repented (Jonah 3:4, 10; for other examples, see 

Ex. 32:9–14 and Isa. 38:1–6). But these instances should be understood as true expressions of 

God’s present attitude or intention related to the specific situation. As the situation changes, 

God’s attitude or expression of an intention will change as well. 

God’s unchangeableness does not mean he will not act nor feel differently in response to 

different situations (for he would hardly be good or just if he did not respond differently to sin 

than to repentance and righteousness). Nor does unchangeableness mean God doesn’t act or feel 

emotions. In fact, one of the ways God demonstrates he is “God and not a man” is by not 

executing his “burning anger” and destroying a people; instead, as his “heart recoils within” him 

and his “compassion grows warm and tender,” God withholds his judgment and says “I will not 

come in wrath” (Hos. 11:8–9). 

God Is Eternal 

God, being eternal, has no beginning or end or succession of events in his own being. This is 

affirmed in Psalm 90:2: “Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the 

earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.” He was working “before the 

foundation of the world” (Eph. 1:4). He has always existed. He is the first and last, the beginning 

and the end, “the Alpha and the Omega … who is and who was and who is to come” (Rev. 1:8). 

Jude tells us that “glory, majesty, dominion, and authority” were God’s “before all time” as well 

as “now and forever” (Jude 25). 

Because God is eternal, his view of time is radically different from ours. For example, “a 

thousand years” are in his sight “but as yesterday when it is past, or as a watch in the night” (Ps. 

90:4). Therefore, all of past history is, to God, as if it just happened. Peter affirms this when he 

writes “with the Lord … a thousand years” is “as one day” (2 Peter 3:8). But Peter also tells us 

one day seems to last forever to God: “With the Lord one day is as a thousand years” (2 Peter 

3:8). 

Taken together, these perspectives let us know that God views the whole span of history as 

vividly as he would if it were a brief event that had just happened. But he also views a brief 

event as if it were going on forever. God sees and knows all events—past, present, and future—

with equal vividness. Although he has no succession of movements, he still sees the progression 

of events at different points in time. And as the one who created and rules over time, God uses 

time for his own purposes. 

God Is Omnipresent 

Just as God is unlimited with regard to time, he is also unlimited with regard to space. He is 

omnipresent. He does not have size or spatial dimensions; he is present in every point of space 

with his whole being. He cannot be limited by material space because he created it (Gen. 1:1). 

God is also present in every part of space; he is everywhere; he fills heaven and earth (Jer. 

23:23–24). As David writes, “Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your 



presence? If I ascend to heaven, you are there! If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! If I take 

the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there your hand shall 

lead me, and your right hand shall hold me” (Ps. 139:7–10). God is present in every part of 

space, but his being is such that even “heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain” him (1 

Kings 8:27). 

Although God is present everywhere, he is present and acts in different ways in different 

places. Often, God is present to bless, as is described in Psalm 16:11: “In your presence there is 

fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.” At other times and places, like 

hell, for example, God is present not to show any blessing but only to punish and thereby 

manifest his justice (Amos 9:1–4). 

And sometimes God is present neither to punish nor bless, but instead to keep the universe 

existing and functioning the way he intended it to. In Christ, “all things hold together” (Col. 

1:17). Christ is continually upholding “the universe by the word of his power” (Heb. 1:3). 

God Is Spirit 

Jesus affirmed that God is in no way limited to a spatial location when he said, “God is spirit” 

(John 4:24). God exists in such a way that his being is not made of any matter. He has no parts, 

no size, and no dimensions. He is unable to be perceived by our bodily senses. To think of his 

being in terms of anything else in the created universe would be a misrepresentation, for he is 

more excellent than any other kind of existence. 

Yet God has chosen to make us, in our spiritual nature, somewhat like him in his spiritual 

nature. He has gifted us with spirits in which we are to worship him (John 4:24). Paul tells us 

those who are “joined to the Lord” become “one spirit with him” (1 Cor. 6:17). As one spirit 

with God, his Holy Spirit within us bears witness to our status as his adopted children (Rom. 

8:16). When we die, if we are joined with him, our spirit will return “to God who gave it” (Eccl. 

12:7). 

God Is Invisible 

Because God is spirit, God is also invisible. “No one has ever seen God” (John 1:18). Nor will 

anyone ever be able to see God’s total essence or all of his spiritual being. 

The Bible does, however, record instances when people have seen outward manifestations of 

God. Isaiah tells us he “saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up” (Isa. 6:1). “The 

LORD appeared” to Abraham “by the oaks of Mamre” (Gen. 18:1). And Jacob said he saw “God 

face to face” (Gen. 32:30). In these and other similar instances, God took on a visible form to 

show himself to people. A much greater visible manifestation of God is found in the person of 

Jesus Christ. As Jesus said, “Whoever has seen me has seen the Father” (John 14:9). 

Although no one can ever see God’s total essence, which is invisible, God has at times 

chosen to show something of himself to people through visible, created things, and especially 

through the person of Jesus Christ. 

God Is Omniscient 

God “knows everything” (1 John 3:20). In one simple and eternal act, he fully knows himself and 

all actual and possible things. He knows all things that exist and all that happens. “No creature is 



hidden” from God’s sight, “but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must 

give account” (Heb. 4:13). Since he fully knows himself (1 Cor. 2:10–11), he fully knows all 

things that he could have done but did not do and all things that he might have created but did 

not create. He also knows all possible events that will not actually happen, and events that would 

have resulted if some other events had turned out differently in history (see, for example, Matt. 

11:21). 

God is always, at all times, fully aware of everything. His knowledge never changes or 

grows. Nothing surprises him; nothing is hidden from him. From all eternity God has known all 

things that would happen and all things that he would do. 

God Is Wise 

God is not only all-knowing but also all-wise. This means he always chooses the best possible 

goals and the best possible means to meet those goals. He is “the only wise God” (Rom. 16:27). 

He is “wise in heart” (Job 9:4) and with him “are wisdom and might; he has counsel and 

understanding” (Job 12:13). 

His wisdom is manifest in many areas. For example, in his wisdom, he created all things (Ps. 

104:24). His wisdom is also shown through the lives of “those who love God” and “those who 

are called according to his purpose” (Rom. 8:28). For those people, because of God’s wisdom, 

“all things work together for good” (Rom. 8:28). 

God gives this wisdom to his children. With this in mind, James encourages his readers, “If 

any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it 

will be given him” (James 1:5). Godly wisdom—the character quality found in living a life 

pleasing to him—is discovered through reading and obeying God’s Word. “The testimony of the 

LORD is sure, making wise the simple” (Ps. 19:7). 

Even so, we will never fully share God’s wisdom. Because of the great “depth of the riches 

and wisdom and knowledge of God,” his judgments are “unsearchable,” and his ways are 

“inscrutable” (Rom. 11:33). At times he will allow us to understand the reasons things happen; at 

other times, we will not be able to fully understand why things are the way they are or happened 

the way they did. During those difficult times, we must eventually “trust in the LORD” with “all” 

our heart and not lean on our “own understanding” (Prov. 3:5). 

God Is Truthful 

“The LORD is the true God” (Jer. 10:10). All his knowledge and all his words are both true and 

the final standard of truth. Once he says something, we can count on his doing it; we can count 

on him to be forever faithful to his promises (Num. 23:19). In fact, the essence of true faith is 

taking God at his word and relying on him to do as he promised. 

We can imitate God’s truthfulness, in part, by striving to have true knowledge of him and his 

Word. We can also imitate it by being truthful in what we say and do (Col. 3:9–10). 

God Is Good 

Jesus said, “No one is good except God alone” (Luke 18:19). Therefore, God is the final standard 

of good; all he is and does is good and worthy of approval. There is no higher standard of 

goodness than God’s own character and his approval of whatever is consistent with that 



character. For example, his goodness and approval of goodness is seen through his creation: 

“And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good” (Gen. 1:31). 

Because God is the ultimate standard of goodness, he is also the ultimate source of all 

goodness. James tells us, “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down 

from the Father of lights” (James 1:17). God is the one who bestows good gifts on his children. 

God promises not to withhold any good thing from “those who walk uprightly” (Ps. 84:11). Jesus 

confirms this when he says that God will “give good things to those who ask him” (Matt. 7:11). 

Even his discipline is a manifestation of his goodness and love (Heb. 12:10). Therefore, all the 

goodness that we seek is ultimately found in God himself. The psalmist realized this when he 

wrote, “There is nothing on earth that I desire besides you” (Ps. 73:25). 

God’s goodness can often be seen through his mercy and grace. His mercy is his goodness 

toward those in misery and distress. His grace is his goodness toward those who deserve only 

punishment. Recipients of God’s goodness—often received through his mercy and grace—are 

called to demonstrate that goodness to others. As Paul says in Galatians 6:10, “So then, as we 

have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of 

faith.” 

God Is Love 

As mentioned earlier, “God is love” (1 John 4:8). God eternally gives of himself for the good of 

others. Jesus tells us this self-giving attribute, God’s love, was active “before the foundation of 

the world” (John 17:24). It was evident in the love that God the Father, God the Son, and God 

the Holy Spirit all had for each other (John 17:24; 14:31). 

This eternal love finds its expression in God’s self-giving love toward his children. John tells 

us, “In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 

propitiation for our sins” (1 John 4:10). And Paul writes, “God shows his love for us in that 

while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). 

Because God has loved and will love us for all eternity, we are able to freely give that love to 

others. In fact, Jesus summed up our responsibility to God when he said, “You shall love the 

Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind … and … you 

shall love your neighbor as yourself” (Matt. 22:37–39). And like God’s love, our love is to be 

self-giving (1 John 3:16–17), not demonstrated in “word or talk but in deed and in truth” (1 John 

3:18). 

God Is Holy 

“The LORD our God is holy” (Ps. 99:9). That means he is separated from sin and devoted to 

seeking his own honor. God is often called the “Holy One of Israel” (Ps. 71:22, for example). 

The seraphim (winged creatures) around his throne continually cry out, “Holy, holy, holy is the 

LORD of hosts” (Isa. 6:3). 

God’s holiness provides the pattern his children are to imitate. As he says in Leviticus 19:2, 

“You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy.” Through the power of the Holy Spirit, we 

are to “strive … for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord” (Heb. 12:14). The 

author of Hebrews tells us that God disciplines his children so that they “may share his holiness” 

(Heb. 12:10). As we are being made holy, individually and as members of the church (Eph. 

5:26–27), we anticipate the day when all things in heaven and on earth will be separated from 



evil, purified from sin, and devoted solely to seeking God’s honor with true moral purity (Zech. 

14:20–21). 

God Is Righteous and Just 

Of God, Moses said, “All his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness and without iniquity, just 

and upright is he” (Deut. 32:4). As Moses said, God always acts in accordance with what is right, 

for he himself is the final standard of what is right. As judge of the world, he will do what is 

right (Gen. 18:25). He speaks the truth and declares “what is right” (Isa. 45:19). So, as we seek 

to do what is just and what is right—as we seek to bring about what ought to be—we must seek 

to do that which is in line with God’s moral character, for that is the ultimate standard of 

righteousness. 

Because God is righteous and just, he must treat people as they deserve. Therefore, he must 

punish that which is against him, that is, sin. However, sometimes God forgives people and does 

not punish them for their sin. How can he do that if he is just? God is able to forgive people 

because Christ died to take God’s punishment for sin upon himself. In this way, Jesus 

demonstrated “God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former 

sins. It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier 

of the one who has faith in Jesus” (Rom. 3:25–26). 

Because God is all powerful, eventually all things will be made right. He will bring about 

justice. As ones who have benefited from his righteousness and justice, we are to join the judge 

of the entire world in doing that which is right. We should always seek to do what is right and to 

bring about justice on behalf of those who are not experiencing it. As Proverbs 21:3 tells us, “To 

do righteousness and justice is more acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice.” 

God Is Jealous 

While explaining the first of the Ten Commandments, God says, “I the LORD your God am a 

jealous God” (Ex. 20:5). In his jealousy, God continually seeks to protect his own honor. He 

desires that worship be given only to himself and not to anyone or anything else. It is not wrong 

for God to continually seek his own honor, for it is an honor that only he, as God, deserves. That 

is why he can rightly say, “My glory I will not give to another” (Isa. 48:11). 

God Is Wrathful toward Sin 

God intensely hates all sin. God’s wrath burns hot against sin, and it is this wrath that will 

eventually consume those who reject Jesus and continue in their sin. As Jesus said, “Whoever 

does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him” (John 3:36). It is 

the “wrath of God,” Paul says, that “is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men” (Rom. 1:18). 

Therefore, wrath is an attribute for which we should thank and praise God. If God delighted 

in or was not troubled by sin, he wouldn’t be a God worthy of our worship or praise. Sin is 

worthy of our hatred. In fact, we are encouraged by Christ’s example to hate sin and wickedness 

(Heb. 1:9). Although we should not glory or rejoice at the demise of others but should love them 

and pray that they would repent of their evil deeds, it is also right to rejoice at the just 

punishment of evil actions. Ultimately, we should pray that evildoers would repent and trust 



Christ for forgiveness. In the case of those who trust Christ, God’s wrath is satisfied because the 

just punishment fell on Christ at the cross (Rom. 3:25; 5:8–9). Thus, the wrath of God is not 

something those who believe in Jesus have any need to fear. The wrath that we deserved was 

fully given to Jesus, who through his death and resurrection “delivers us from the wrath to come” 

(1 Thess. 1:10). But, for those who reject Jesus, God’s wrath is something to fear, for it fully 

remains on them (John 3:36). 

God Wills What He Will 

God continually “works all things according to the counsel of his will” (Eph. 1:11). God’s will is 

the ultimate reason for everything that happens. It is the way God approves and determines to 

bring about every action necessary for the existence of and activity of himself and all his 

creation. God’s will is how he chooses to do what he does and doesn’t do. 

For example, all things were created by God’s will (Rev. 4:11), human governments have 

their power according to God’s will (Rom. 13:1), and sometimes it is God’s will that his children 

suffer (1 Peter 3:17). All the events of our life are subject to God’s will. That is why James 

encourages us not to say we will do this or that, but instead say, “If the Lord wills, we will live 

and do this or that” (James 4:15). 

Even the death of Christ and all the events surrounding it took place according to God’s will. 

Luke tells us in Acts 4:27–28, those who were involved in Christ’s death did whatever God’s 

hand and plan “had predestined to take place.” 

Sometimes God’s will is clearly revealed, such as when, from Scripture, we clearly know 

what we should do or what God has specifically commanded us to do. This is what is referred to 

when Jesus told us to pray “your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven” (Matt. 6:10). 

At other times, Scripture does not give us clear direction as to what we are to do or how we 

are to act. It’s at times like these that our attitude should be one of humble reliance upon God and 

his sovereign control over the events in our life. We should plan our steps, as James encouraged 

us to, by saying “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that” (James 4:15). 

Therefore, we must exhibit much caution, especially in the midst of difficult situations, in 

saying with any degree of certainty what the Lord’s will is if it isn’t clear from Scripture. For 

example, there is a danger in speaking of evil events as happening according to the will of God 

even though we may find places where the Bible speaks this way. When we explain evil as the 

result of God’s will, it can sound as if God is to be blamed for evil and sin or imply that God 

delights in such evil. But this is not the case. In the Bible, human beings and sinful angels 

(demons) are always blamed for evil, sinful actions, and God is never blamed. Even the death of 

Christ, which the Bible clearly states happened “according to the definite plan and 

foreknowledge of God,” was carried out “by the hands of lawless men” (Acts 2:23). 

God is not to be blamed for, or thought responsible for, sinful or evil things. The exact 

relationship between his will and evil is not something he has chosen to completely reveal to us. 

Therefore, we must take comfort in the fact that “the secret things belong to the LORD our God” 

(Deut. 29:29). 

God Has Freedom 

Psalm 115:3 says, “Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he pleases.” Nothing can hinder 

God from doing his will. He is not constrained by anything outside of himself; he is completely 



free to do whatever he wants to do. He is not under any authority or restraint; there is no person 

or force that can ever dictate what he should or will do. 

Although we can imitate God in his freedom when we exercise our will and make choices, all 

those choices are ultimately subject to God’s will. As Proverbs 16:9 tells us, “The heart of man 

plans his way, but the LORD establishes his steps.” Even “the king’s heart is a stream of water in 

the hand of the LORD; he turns it wherever he will” (Prov. 21:1). 

God Is Omnipotent 

“Is anything too hard for the LORD?” asks Genesis 18:14. Although the question is answered 

many times throughout the Bible, one clear answer is found when Jeremiah says to God, 

“Nothing is too hard for you” (Jer. 32:17). 

God is omnipotent. He is all powerful. He is able to do all his holy will. There are no limits 

on what he decides to do. He “is able,” Paul tells us, “to do far more abundantly than all that we 

ask or think” (Eph. 3:20). As Jesus says, “With God all things are possible” (Matt. 19:26). God’s 

power is infinite. 

But there are some things God cannot do. He can neither will nor do anything that denies his 

own character. For example, he cannot lie (Titus 1:2), he cannot be tempted with evil (James 

1:13), and he cannot deny himself (2 Tim. 2:13). Therefore, God’s use of his infinite power is 

qualified by his other attributes. 

As we imitate God by utilizing the limited power he has given us to accomplish the things he 

desires us to do, we show a faint reflection of his infinite power, and thus we bring him glory. 

God Is Perfect 

Jesus tells us in Matthew 5:48, “Your heavenly Father is perfect.” This means God fully 

possesses all excellent qualities and lacks no part of any qualities that would be desirable for 

him. We can imitate his perfection by striving to “be perfect,” as Jesus commanded us to do 

(Matt. 5:48). Although we won’t attain the perfection we often desire here on earth, through the 

work of Christ on our behalf we can continually make progress toward that perfection throughout 

our life. 

God Is Blessed 

God’s blessedness means that he fully delights in himself and in all that reflects his character. He 

himself is the focus of all happiness and delight; therefore, his complete fullness of joy is found 

in himself. 

But God also chooses to delight in his creation. When he saw what he made, he said it was 

“very good” (Gen. 1:31), indicating his delight in what he had made. God longs to rejoice over 

his children, “as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride” (Isa. 62:5). 

As we find delight and happiness in what is pleasing to God—be it the work of others, 

aspects of our own lives, or things of creation—we demonstrate the ways God has blessed us and 

therefore honor him and imitate him in his blessedness. We find our greatest blessedness and 

ultimate happiness in the source of all good things—God himself. 

God Is Beautiful 



In Psalm 27:4, David tells us that his single great longing in life is to dwell in God’s house for 

his entire life. One reason he gives for this longing is that he desires to “gaze upon the beauty of 

the LORD.” God is the sum of all desirable qualities, and he possesses every quality that is truly 

desirable. Therefore, as David discovered, all our longings and all our desires will only 

ultimately find their fulfillment in God, the only one who is truly beautiful. 

God Is a Unity 

Although some of God’s attributes may seem to be emphasized more than others, it is important 

to realize that God is unified in all his attributes. He is not more of one attribute than another. He 

is not divided into parts, and he is not one attribute at one point in history and another attribute at 

another time. He is fully and completely every attribute (even those not mentioned here) at every 

time. 

Scripture never singles out one of God’s attributes as more important than the rest. For 

example, “God is light” (1 John 1:5) and “God is love” (1 John 4:8). He is not part light and part 

love; he is not love during the day and light at night. He is, at all times and in all ways, both light 

and love. Each one of God’s attributes qualifies each other attribute. 

Each of God’s attributes represents one aspect of his character; they each provide us with a 

perspective on who he is. And they also provide us with some perspective on who he has made 

us to be. 

Questions for Review and Application 

1. What are some attributes that God most clearly shares with us? What are some 

attributes he doesn’t share very much with us? Name one attribute of God that you

would like to imitate more fully in your daily life and tell why.

2. Can you tell what some of the dangers would be in considering one of God’s

attributes more important than all the others?

3. Which of God’s attributes seem most amazing to you? What have you learned about 

God through this attribute?

1 Wayne A. Grudem, Christian Beliefs: Twenty Basics Every Christian Should Know, ed. Elliot Grudem 

(Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2005). 




