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The Attributes of God ~ Greatness
“The essence of idolatry is the entertainment of thoughts about God

that are unworthy of Him.”
—A.W. Tozer

The greaTness of god
n Independence
n Spirituality
n Eternity
n Omnipotence
n Omnipresence
n Omniscience
n Immutability

The indePendence of god
• God	is	both	self-existent	and	self-sufficient.
• The	self-existence	of	God…
4 Does God exist?

“The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” 
They are corrupt, their deeds are vile; there is no one who does good.”

(Psalm 14:1, NIV)

4 Look at creation.

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”
(Genesis 1:1, NIV)

• “Ex	nihilo	nihilo	fit”	-	out	of	nothing,	nothing comes.
• Threefold	progression:

b Whatever begins to exist has a cause.
b The universe began to exist.
b Therefore, the universe has a cause.

“The details differ, but the essential elements in the astronomical and biblical accounts of Genesis 
are the same... This is an exceedingly strange development, unexpected by all but the theologians. 
They have always believed the word of the Bible. But we scientists did not expect to find evidence 

for an abrupt beginning because we have had, until recently, such extraordinary success in 
tracing the chain of cause and effect backward in time... At this moment it seems as though 

science will never be able to raise the curtain on the mystery of creation. For the scientist who 
has lived by his faith in the power of reason, the story ends like a bad dream. He has scaled the 

mountains of ignorance; he is about to conquer the highest peak; as he pulls himself over the final 
rock, he is greeted by a band of theologians who have been sitting there for centuries.”

—Robert Zastrow (One-time Director of NASA’s Goddard Institute for Space Studies)

This is an excerpt from David Platt's Secret Church 4, Who is God? See radical.net



- 24 -

 4 Look at design.
	 	 •	 God	leaves	the	imprints of His glory upon   the design of the earth.

“ The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and 
wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, since what may be known 
about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. For since the creation 
of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been 

clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.”
(Romans 1:18-20, NIV)

“Through my scientific work I have come to believe more and more strongly that the 
physical universe is put together with an ingenuity so astonishing that 

I cannot accept it merely as a brute fact.”
—One-time Agnostic Paul Davies

 4 Look at morality.
	 	 •	 The	existence	of	objective moral values points  to a moral Creator.

“They show that the requirements of the law are written on their hearts, their consciences 
also bearing witness, and their thoughts now accusing, now even defending them.”

(Romans 2:15, NIV)

“The position of the modern evolutionist is that...morality is a biological adaptation no 
less than are hands and feet and teeth.  Considered as a rationally justifiable set of claims 

about an objective something, ethics is illusory.  I appreciate that when somebody says 
‘Love thy neighbor as thyself,’ they think they are referring above and beyond themselves.  

Nevertheless, such reference is truly without foundation.  Morality is just an aid to survival 
and reproduction...and any deeper meaning is illusory.”

—Michael Ruse (Noted Agnostic Philosopher of Science)

 4 So where did God come from?
	 	 •	 God	was	never	created and never came into being.

“Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations. Before the mountains were 
born or you brought forth the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.”

(Psalm 90:1-2, NIV)

   b He has no origin.
   b He is the uncaused One.
   b God is entirely independent.
   b He does not derive his life from any external source.
   b God does not need us for anything.
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n The self-sufficiency of God…
 4 God has no needs.

“For every animal of the forest is mine, and the cattle on a thousand hills. I know every 
bird in the mountains, and the creatures of the field are mine. If I were hungry I would not 

tell you, for the world is mine, and all that is in it.”
(Psalm 50:10-12, NIV)

 4 He does not need our companionship.
 4 He does not need our worship.

“Were all human beings suddenly to become blind, still the sun would shine by day and 
the stars by night, for these owe nothing to the millions who benefit from their light. So, 
were every man on earth to become an atheist, it could not affect God in any way. He is 

what He is in Himself without regard to any other. To believe in Him adds nothing to His 
perfections; to doubt Him takes nothing away.” 

—A.W. Tozer

 4 He does not need our discipleship.

“Who is Bill Bright? I’m a little nobody among 6 billion nobodies. God has given me 
several things I think he’s wanted me to do, and yet there doesn’t seem to be any assurance 
time will allow me to finish some of these. He doesn’t need Bill Bright any more than he 

needs a twig on a tree. He created us in his image, and he loves us, and he esteems us, and 
we are of worth to him, but he can raise up sticks and stones to worship him. So, it’s not as 

though my departure is going to leave a big hole.” 
—Bill Bright, Founder, Campus Crusade for Christ

n Does this make us  meaningless?
 4 Our meaning in life is not found in God’s need for us.
 4 Our meaning in life is found in our need for God.
n The search for significance…
 4 God is infinitely significant.
 4 Our significance is found in embracing His infinite significance.
n This is ultimate love…
 4 God is not compelledby some need to love us.
 4 God chooses to love us with a totally unselfish love.
 4 God involves us in His mission not because He needs us, but because He                  
  loves us.
n God needs no one, yet He works through anyone.
 4 God exists for himself.
 4 We exist for God.

“Almighty God, just because he is almighty, needs no support. The picture of a nervous, 
ingratiating God fawning over men to win their favor is not a pleasant one; yet if we 

look at the popular conception of God that is precisely what we see. Twentieth-century 
Christianity has put God on charity. So lofty is our opinion of ourselves that we find it 
quite easy, not to say enjoyable, to believe that we are necessary to God….Probably the 
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hardest thought of all for our natural egotism to entertain is that God does not need our 
help. We commonly represent Him as a busy, eager, somewhat frustrated Father hurrying 

about seeking help to carry out His benevolent plan to bring peace and salvation to the 
world…Too many missionary appeals are based upon this fancied frustration of Almighty 

God. An effective speaker can easily excite pity in his hearers, not only for the heathen 
but for the God who has tried so hard and so long to save them and has failed for want of 
support. I fear that thousands of younger persons enter Christian service from no higher 

motive than to help deliver God from the embarrassing situation His love has gotten Him 
into and His limited abilities seem unable to get Him out of. Add to this a certain degree of 
commendable idealism and a fair amount of compassion for the underprivileged and you 

have the true drive behind much Christian activity today.” 
—A.W. Tozer

The sPiriTualiTy of god
n God is both spiritual and personal.
n God as spirit…

“God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.””
( John 4:24, NIV)

 4 God is not physical.
 4 God is not visible.

“Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, 
be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.”

(1 Timothy 1:17, NIV)

“God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone is 
immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see. To him 

be honor and might forever. Amen.”
(1 Timothy 6:15-16, NIV)

 4 God has no size or dimensions (even infinite ones).
 4 God is not limited to any geographical or spatial location.
 4 God is not destructible.
n God as person…
 4 God is not a force to be reckoned with.
 4 God is not an object to be manipulated.
 4 God is a Person to be loved.
n God and images…

“You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the 
earth beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for 

I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers 
to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing love to a thousand 

generations of those who love me and keep my commandments.”
(Exodus 20:4-6, NIV)
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 4 God is unlike anything else in all creation.
 4 Therefore, God forbids using anything in all creation to 
  “picture” him.
 4 Instead, God’s people long for the day when they will      
  see him…

“Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made 
known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.”

(1 John 3:2, NIV)

“No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and 
his servants will serve him. They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads.”

(Revelation 22:3-4, NIV)

The eTerniTy of god
n God is both infinite and eternal.
n God as infinite…

““Can you fathom the mysteries of God? Can you probe the limits of the Almighty? They 
are higher than the heavens—what can you do? They are deeper than the depths of the 

grave—what can you know?”
( Job 11:7-8, NIV)

 4 God is unlimited.
 4 God is unlimitable.
 4 God is measureless.
 4 God is boundless.

“It is this God, majestic and holy in his being, this God whose love knows no bounds because 
his holiness knows no limits, who has disappeared from the modern evangelical world.” 

—David Wells

n God as eternal…

“Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations. Before the mountains 
were born or you brought forth the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting 
you are God. You turn men back to dust, saying, “Return to dust, O sons of men.” For 
a thousand years in your sight are like a day that has just gone by, or like a watch in 

the night. You sweep men away in the sleep of death; they are like the new grass of the 
morning—though in the morning it springs up new, by evening it is dry and withered.”

(Psalm 90:1-6, NIV)

 4 God has no beginning.
 4 God has no end.
 4 God is Lord over time.
	 	 •	 God	has	no	past.
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	 	 •	 God	has	no	future.
	 	 •	 God	is	unchanging throughout all time.
 4 God sees all time equally vividly.
	 	 •	 He sees the past with equal clarity as He sees the future.
	 	 •	 From all of eternity God has determined what He is now doing.
 4 God sees events in the context of time.
 4 God acts in the context of time.
n We will always exist in time.
n If God is infinitely and eternally glorious, infinitely and eternally holy, infinitely   
 and eternally just, and infinitely and eternally gracious, then…
 4 Our sin is infinitely and eternally offensive to Him.
 4 His wrath is infinitely and eternally just toward us.
 4 Our salvation is infinitely and eternally satisfying.

“When we enjoy God, we enjoy him in his eternity without any flux… Time is fluid, but 
eternity is stable; and after many ages, the joys will be as savory and satisfying as if they had 
been but that moment first tasted by our hungry appetites. When the glory of the Lord shall 
rise upon you, it shall be so far from ever setting, that after millions of years are expired, as 
numerous as the sands on the seashore, the sun, in the light of whose countenance you shall 
live, shall be as bright as at the first appearance; he will be so far from ceasing to flow, that 

he will flow as strong, as full, as at the first communication of himself in glory to the creature. 
God is always vigorous and flourishing; a pure act of life, sparkling new and fresh rays of 
life and light to the creature, flourishing with a perpetual spring, and contenting the most 
capacious desire; forming your interest, pleasure, and satisfaction; with an infinite variety, 
without any change or succession; he will have variety to increase delights, and eternity to 
perpetuate them; this will be the fruit of the enjoyment of an infinite and eternal God.”

—Stephen Charnock, Discourse on the Eternity of God

n The eternity of God reminds us—Our days are numbered…

“Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.”
(Psalm 90:12, NIV)

“We who live in this nervous age would be wise to meditate on our lives and our days long 
and often before the face of God and on the edge of eternity.”

—A.W. Tozer

The omniPoTence of god
n God has infinite power to do all things in His holy will.

“Then the Lord said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your 
wife will have a son.” Now Sarah was listening at the entrance to the tent, which was behind 
him. Abraham and Sarah were already old and well advanced in years, and Sarah was past 
the age of childbearing. So Sarah laughed to herself as she thought, “After I am worn out and 
my master is old, will I now have this pleasure?” Then the Lord said to Abraham, “Why did 
Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I really have a child, now that I am old?’ Is anything too hard for 
the Lord? I will return to you at the appointed time next year and Sarah will have a son.””
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(Genesis 18:10-14, NIV)
““Ah, Sovereign Lord, you have made the heavens and the earth 

by your great power and outstretched arm. Nothing is too hard for you.”
( Jeremiah 32:17, NIV)

“Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, 
but with God all things are possible.””

(Matthew 19:26, NIV)

“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 
according to his power that is at work within us,”

(Ephesians 3:20, NIV)

n God’s power extends…
 4 Over all creation.

“When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to him and said, “I am God 
Almighty; walk before me and be blameless.”

(Genesis 17:1, NIV)

 4 Through all history.

“From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; 
and he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live.”

(Acts 17:26, NIV)

“Our God is in heaven; he does whatever pleases him.”
(Psalm 115:3, NIV)

n God cannot…
 4 Undo the past.
 4 Deny His character.

“If we are faithless, he will remain faithful, for he cannot disown himself.”
(2 Timothy 2:13, NIV)

 4 deceive His people.

“A faith and knowledge resting on the hope of eternal life, which God, who does not lie, 
promised before the beginning of time,”

(Titus 1:2, NIV)

“God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, 
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we who have fled to take hold of the hope offered to us may be greatly encouraged.”
(Hebrews 6:18, NIV)

The omniPresence of god
n All of God is always present.

“Am I only a God nearby, declares the Lord, ‘and not a God far away? Can anyone hide 
in secret places so that I cannot see him? declares the Lord. Do not I fill heaven and earth?’ 

declares the Lord.”’
( Jeremiah 23:23-24, NIV)

“Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? If I go up to the 
heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. If I rise on the wings 
of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, even there your hand will guide me, your 

right hand will hold me fast.”
(Psalm 139:7-10, NIV)

“However, the Most High does not live in houses made by men. As the prophet says: ‘Heaven 
is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. What kind of house will you build for me?’ says 

the Lord. ‘Or where will my resting place be? Has not my hand made all these things?’”
(Acts 7:48-50, NIV)

n God cannot be contained or described by spatial dimensions.
n God is present everywhere, but distinct from everything.
n God’s presence is manifested differently in different circumstances.
 4 Sometimes God is present to sustain.

“He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.”
(Colossians 1:17, NIV)

“The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining 
all things by his powerful word.”

(Hebrews 1:3, NIV)

 4 Sometimes God is present to punish.

“I saw the Lord standing by the altar, and he said: “Strike the tops of the pillars so that 
the thresholds shake. Bring them down on the heads of all the people; those who are left I 
will kill with the sword. Not one will get away, none will escape. Though they dig down 
to the depths of the grave, from there my hand will take them. Though they climb up to 
the heavens, from there I will bring them down. Though they hide themselves on the top 

of Carmel, there I will hunt them down and seize them. Though they hide from me at the 
bottom of the sea, there I will command the serpent to bite them. Though they are driven 

into exile by their enemies, there I will command the sword to slay them. I will fix my eyes 
upon them for evil and not for good.””

(Amos 9:1-4, NIV)

 4 Sometimes God is present to bless.



- 31 -

“You have made known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence, 
with eternal pleasures at your right hand.”

(Psalm 16:11, NIV)

n A life-changing doctrine…
 4 God is always accessible.
 4 You are never alone.

The omniscience of god
n God has all knowledge and all wisdom at all times.

“Do you know how the clouds hang poised, those wonders of him who is perfect in knowledge?”
( Job 37:16, NIV)

“ For God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything.”
(1 John 3:20, NIV)

n God possesses perfect knowledge.
 4 He knows Himself perfectly.
 4 He knows all things perfectly.
	 	 •	 All	things	actual.

“Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare 
before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.”

(Hebrews 4:13, NIV)

	 	 •	 All	things	possible.

“Remember the former things, those of long ago; I am God, and there is no other; I am 
God, and there is none like me. I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient 
times, what is still to come. I say: My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please.”

(Isaiah 46:9-10, NIV)

n God knows everything at every moment.
 4 God never learns .
 4 God never discovers.
 4 God never forgets.

““I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, 
for my own sake, and remembers your sins no more.”

(Isaiah 43:25, NIV)

 4 God never ponders.
 4 God is never surprised or amazed.
 4 God simply knows.
n The humbling, terrifying, glorious truth: God knows us completely.
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“O Lord, you have searched me and you know me. You know when I sit and when I rise; 
you perceive my thoughts from afar. You discern my going out and my lying down; you are 
familiar with all my ways. Before a word is on my tongue you know it completely, O Lord. 
You hem me in—behind and before; you have laid your hand upon me. Such knowledge is 

too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain.”
(Psalm 139:1-6, NIV)

“That God knows each person through and through can be a cause of shaking fear to the 
man that has something to hide – some unforsaken sin, some secret crime committed 

against man or God….[But] to us who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope that 
is set before us in the Gospel, how unutterably sweet is the knowledge that our Heavenly 

Father knows us completely. No talebearer can inform on us, no enemy can make an 
accusation stick; no forgotten skeleton can come tumbling out of some hidden closet to abash 

us and expose our past; no unsuspected weakness in our characters can come to light to 
turn God away from us, since He knew us utterly before we knew Him and called us to 

Himself in the full knowledge of everything that was against us.”
—A.W. Tozer

n Because God is wise, He always accomplishes the   best purposes through the   
 best means.

““To God belong wisdom and power; counsel and understanding are his.”
( Job 12:13, NIV)

“How many are your works, O Lord! In wisdom you made them all; the earth is full of 
your creatures.”

(Psalm 104:24, NIV)

“Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his 
judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!”

(Romans 11:33, NIV)

“To the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ! Amen.”
(Romans 16:27, NIV)

n Two foundations for trust…
 4 God has perfect wisdom.
 4 God has total power.
n The limited wisdom of man…
 4 We lack knowledge.
 4 We lack perspective.
 4 We lack experience.
n The unlimited wisdom of God…
 4 God has perfect knowledge.
 4 God has eternal perspective.
 4 God has infinite experience.
n The way of wisdom…
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 4 Pray with confidence.
“If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding 
fault, and it will be given to him. But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because 

he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind.” 
( James 1:5-7, NIV)

“To believe actively that our Heavenly Father constantly spreads around us providential 
circumstances that work for our present good and our everlasting well-being brings to the soul 
a veritable benediction. Most of us go through life praying a little, planning a little, jockeying 
for position, hoping but never being quite certain of anything, and always secretly afraid that 
we will miss the way. This is a tragic waste of truth and never gives rest to the heart. There is 
a better way. It is to repudiate our own wisdom and take instead the infinite wisdom of God. 
Our insistence upon seeing ahead is natural enough, but it is a real hindrance to our spiritual 
progress. God has charged himself with full responsibility for our eternal happiness and stands 

ready to take over the management of our lives the moment we turn in faith to him.”
—A.W. Tozer

 4 Cling to the cross .

“For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel—not with words of human 
wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. For the message of the cross is 

foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 
For it is written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent 
I will frustrate.” Where is the wise man? Where is the scholar? Where is the philosopher 
of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since in the wisdom 
of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the 

foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. Jews demand miraculous signs 
and Greeks look for wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and 

foolishness to Gentiles, but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 
the power of God and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than man’s 

wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than man’s strength.”
(1 Corinthians 1:17-25, NIV)

“It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from 
God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption.”

(1 Corinthians 1:30, NIV)

 4 Trust in the father.

““Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 
Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you then, though you are evil, know 

how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven 
give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!””

(Luke 11:11-13, NIV)

“With the goodness of God to desire our highest welfare, the wisdom of God to plan it, and 
the power of God to achieve it, what do we lack?”
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—A.W. Tozer
The immuTaBiliTy of god
n Four truths…
 4 God’s perfections are unchanging. 

“He also says, “In the beginning, O Lord, you laid the foundations of the earth, and the 
heavens are the work of your hands. They will perish, but you remain; they will all wear 
out like a garment. You will roll them up like a robe; like a garment they will be changed. 

But you remain the same, and your years will never end.””
(Hebrews 1:10-12, NIV)

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”
(Hebrews 13:8, NIV)

“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly 
lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.”

( James 1:17, NIV)

“I the Lord do not change. So you, O descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed.” 
(Malachi 3:6, NIV)

 4 God’s purposes are unchanging.

“The Lord foils the plans of the nations; he thwarts the purposes of the peoples. But the 
plans of the Lord stand firm forever, the purposes of his heart through all generations.”

(Psalm 33:10-11, NIV)

“Remember the former things, those of long ago; I am God, and there is no other; I am 
God, and there is none like me. I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient 
times, what is still to come. I say: My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please. 
From the east I summon a bird of prey; from a far-off land, a man to fulfill my purpose. 

What I have said, that will I bring about; what I have planned, that will I do.”
(Isaiah 46:9-11, NIV)

 4 God’s promises are unchanging.

“The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God stands forever.”
(Isaiah 40:8, NIV)

“God is not a man, that he should lie, nor a son of man, that he should change his mind. 
Does he speak and then not act? Does he promise and not fulfill?”

(Numbers 23:19, NIV)

“I will not violate my covenant or alter what my lips have uttered. 
Once for all, I have sworn by my holiness—and I will not lie to David—that his line 

will continue forever and his throne endure before me like the sun; it will be 
established forever like the moon, the faithful witness in the sky.”
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(Psalm 89:34-37, NIV)
 4 God’s plan is unfolding.
n Four conclusions…
 4 God does not change in His reign over us.
 4 God does change in His relationship to us.
 4 God involves us in His plan.
 4 God uses us to accomplish His purposes.

The greaTness of god
n God, deliver us from feeble faith.
n God, deliver us from flabby worship.

“In my opinion, the great single need of the moment is that light-hearted superficial 
religionists be struck down with a vision of God high and lifted up, with his train filling the 

temple. The holy art of worship seems to have passed away like the Shekinah glory from 
the tabernacle. As a result, we are left to our own devices and forced to make up the lack 
of spontaneous worship by bringing in countless cheap and tawdry activities to hold the 

attention of the church people.”
—A.W. Tozer
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The Attributes of God ~ Goodness
“They will celebrate your abundant goodness and joyfully sing of your righteousness. The 

Lord is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love. The Lord is good to all; 
he has compassion on all he has made.”

(Psalm 145:7-9, NIV)

The goodness of god
n Holiness
n Integrity
n Love
n Mercy/Grace
n Justice
n Wrath
n Jealousy

The holiness of god

“ In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, 
and the train of his robe filled the temple. Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: 

With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they 
were flying. And they were calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; 

the whole earth is full of his glory.” At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds 
shook and the temple was filled with smoke.”

(Isaiah 6:1-4, NIV)

n Holy, holy, holy…
 4 God is perfectly unique.

““There is no one holy like the Lord; there is no one besides you; there is no Rock like our God.”
(1 Samuel 2:2, NIV)

 4 God is completely separate.

““Who among the gods is like you, O Lord? Who is like you— majestic in holiness, 
awesome in glory, working wonders?”

(Exodus 15:11, NIV)

 4 God is absolutely pure.
	 	 •	 He	is	untouched	by	sin.

“Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate wrong. Why then do you 
tolerate the treacherous? Why are you silent while the wicked swallow up those more 

righteous than themselves?”
(Habakkuk 1:13, NIV)
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“When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” 
For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone.”

( James 1:13, NIV)

	 	 •	 He	is	intolerable	of	sin.

“Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; 
without holiness no one will see the Lord.”

(Hebrews 12:14, NIV)

n God reveals His holiness…
 4 Through people.

“Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for 
our good, that we may share in his holiness.”

(Hebrews 12:10, NIV)

 4 Through places.

““Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are 
standing is holy ground.” Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid 

to look at God.”
(Exodus 3:5-6, NIV)

“ Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in front of 
him with a drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him and asked, “Are you for us or 
for our enemies?” “Neither,” he replied, “but as commander of the army of the Lord I have 
now come.” Then Joshua fell facedown to the ground in reverence, and asked him, “What 
message does my Lord have for his servant?” The commander of the Lord’s army replied, 
“Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so.”

( Joshua 5:13-15, NIV)

“For this is what the high and lofty One says— he who lives forever, whose name is holy: “I 
live in a high and holy place, but also with him who is contrite and lowly in spirit, to revive 

the spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite.”
(Isaiah 57:15, NIV)

 4 Through the law.

“I am the Lord your God; consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I am holy. Do not 
make yourselves unclean by any creature that moves about on the ground. I am the Lord 
who brought you up out of Egypt to be your God; therefore be holy, because I am holy.”

(Leviticus 11:44-45, NIV)

 4 Through the prophets.
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“In that day you will say: “Give thanks to the Lord, call on his name; make known among 
the nations what he has done, and proclaim that his name is exalted. Sing to the Lord, for 
he has done glorious things; let this be known to all the world. Shout aloud and sing for joy, 

people of Zion, for great is the Holy One of Israel among you.”
(Isaiah 12:4-6, NIV)

 4 Through His  judgment.

“The Lord said to Joshua, “Stand up! What are you doing down on your face? Israel has 
sinned; they have violated my covenant, which I commanded them to keep. They have 

taken some of the devoted things; they have stolen, they have lied, they have put them with 
their own possessions. That is why the Israelites cannot stand against their enemies; they 
turn their backs and run because they have been made liable to destruction. I will not be 
with you anymore unless you destroy whatever among you is devoted to destruction. “Go, 
consecrate the people. Tell them, ‘Consecrate yourselves in preparation for tomorrow; for 

this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: That which is devoted is among you, O Israel. 
You cannot stand against your enemies until you remove it.”’

( Joshua 7:10-13, NIV)

“At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men came in and, 
finding her dead, carried her out and buried her beside her husband. Great fear seized the 

whole church and all who heard about these events.”
(Acts 5:10-11, NIV)

 4 Through His Son.

“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we 
have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin.”

(Hebrews 4:15, NIV)

 4 Through His church.

““Therefore come out from them and be separate,” says the Lord. “Touch no unclean thing, 
and I will receive you.” “I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters,” 
says the Lord Almighty. Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves 
from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for 

God.”
(2 Corinthians 6:17-7:1, NIV)

The inTegriTy of god
n God’s genuineness…
 4 God is true.

“They are all senseless and foolish; they are taught by worthless wooden idols. Hammered silver 
is brought from Tarshish and gold from Uphaz. What the craftsman and goldsmith have made 
is then dressed in blue and purple—all made by skilled workers. But the Lord is the true God; 
he is the living God, the eternal King. When he is angry, the earth trembles; the nations cannot 
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endure his wrath. “Tell them this: ‘These gods, who did not make the heavens and the earth, will 
perish from the earth and from under the heavens.’ ” But God made the earth by his power; he 
founded the world by his wisdom and stretched out the heavens by his understanding. When 

he thunders, the waters in the heavens roar; he makes clouds rise from the ends of the earth. He 
sends lightning with the rain and brings out the wind from his storehouses. Everyone is senseless 

and without knowledge; every goldsmith is shamed by his idols. His images are a fraud; they 
have no breath in them. They are worthless, the objects of mockery; when their judgment comes, 
they will perish. He who is the Portion of Jacob is not like these, for he is the Maker of all things, 

including Israel, the tribe of his inheritance—the Lord Almighty is his name.”
( Jeremiah 10:8-16, NIV)

 
n God’s veracity…
 4 God always tells the truth.

“He who is the Glory of Israel does not lie or change his mind; for he is not a man, that he 
should change his mind.””
(1 Samuel 15:29, NIV)

““Every word of God is flawless; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him.”
(Proverbs 30:5, NIV)

n God’s faithfulness…
 4 He always proves true.

“God is not a man, that he should lie, nor a son of man, that he should change his mind. 
Does he speak and then not act? Does he promise and not fulfill?”

(Numbers 23:19, NIV)

“The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it.”
(1 Thessalonians 5:24, NIV)

n Implications of God’s Integrity…
 4 God is the final standard of truth.
 4 Because God is true, His Word is trustworthy.
 4 We are imitators of God’s integrity…
	 	 •	 Loving	truth.
	 	 •	 Hating	falsehood.

“You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.”
(Exodus 20:16, NIV)

“The Lord detests lying lips, but he delights in men who are truthful.”
(Proverbs 12:22, NIV)

The loVe of god
“And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love 

lives in God, and God in him.”



- 40 -

(1 John 4:16, NIV)
n God eternally gives and shares himself.
 4 God’s love exists in Himself.

“The Father loves the Son and has placed everything in his hands.”
( John 3:35, NIV)

““Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, 
the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world.”

( John 17:24, NIV)

 4 God’s love initiates with Himself.

“The Lord did not set his affection on you and choose you because you were more numerous 
than other peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples. But it was because the Lord loved 
you and kept the oath he swore to your forefathers that he brought you out with a mighty 

hand and redeemed you from the land of slavery, from the power of Pharaoh king of Egypt.”
(Deuteronomy 7:7-8, NIV)

“You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 
Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might 

possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us. Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more 

shall we be saved from God’s wrath through him! For if, when we were God’s enemies, 
we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been 

reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!”
(Romans 5:6-10, NIV)

o God’s love centers on Himself.

“ But now, this is what the Lord says—he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O 
Israel: “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine. When 
you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will 
not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not 
set you ablaze. For I am the Lord, your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I give Egypt 
for your ransom, Cush and Seba in your stead. Since you are precious and honored in my sight, 
and because I love you, I will give men in exchange for you, and people in exchange for your life. 
Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bring your children from the east and gather you from 
the west. I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ and to the south, ‘Do not hold them back.’ Bring 
my sons from afar and my daughters from the ends of the earth—everyone who is called by my 

name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.””
(Isaiah 43:1-7, NIV)

n The demonstration of God’s love…
 4 He pursues His people.

“The Lord would speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks with his friend. Then Moses 
would return to the camp, but his young aide Joshua son of Nun did not leave the tent.”
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(Exodus 33:11, NIV)
“I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, 
I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known 

to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit 
that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.”

( John 15:15-16, NIV)

 4 He provides for His people.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

( John 3:16, NIV)

 4 He protects His people.

“The Lord your God is with you, he is mighty to save. He will take great delight in you, 
he will quiet you with his love, he will rejoice over you with singing. The sorrows for the 

appointed feasts I will remove from you; they are a burden and a reproach to you.”
(Zephaniah 3:17-18, NIV)

 4 He persists after His people.

“And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, ‘The Lord, the Lord, the compassionate 
and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to 
thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty 
unpunished; he punishes the children and their children for the sin of the fathers to the 

third and fourth generation.’”
(Exodus 34:6-7, NIV)

“But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ 
Jesus might display his unlimited patience as an example for those who would believe on 

him and receive eternal life.”
(1 Timothy 1:16, NIV)

n The effect of God’s love…
 4 We express love to God.

“Jesus replied: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’”

(Matthew 22:37, NIV)

 4 We extend love to others.

“And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”
(Matthew 22:39, NIV)

“My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one 
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than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I 
command. I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s 

business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I 
have made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go 
and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my 

name. This is my command: Love each other.”
( John 15:12-17, NIV)

 4 God’s love is always evident in His people.

“Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates his brother is still in the darkness. Whoever 
loves his brother lives in the light, and there is nothing in him to make him stumble. But 

whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks around in the darkness; he does not 
know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded him.”

(1 John 2:9-11, NIV)

“We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, “I love God,” yet hates his brother, he is a liar. 
For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not 

seen. And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother.”
(1 John 4:19-21, NIV)

The mercy/grace of god
n God’s love is demonstrated in His grace and mercy toward His people.
n The mercy of God is the love of God applied to our suffering.

“Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives the transgression of the remnant of 
his inheritance? You do not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy. You will again 

have compassion on us; you will tread our sins underfoot and hurl all our iniquities into the 
depths of the sea.”

(Micah 7:18-19, NIV)

 4 Tender compassion toward the needy.

“The Lord said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them 
crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering.”

(Exodus 3:7, NIV)

“As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed him, calling out, 
‘Have mercy on us, Son of David!’”

(Matthew 9:27, NIV)

“When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because 
they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.”

(Matthew 9:36, NIV)

“Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, 
so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.”
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(Hebrews 4:16, NIV)
 4 Strong comfort for the suffering.

“Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I call to you all day long. Bring joy to your servant, for to 
you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. You are forgiving and good, O Lord, abounding in love to 

all who call to you. Hear my prayer, O Lord; listen to my cry for mercy.”
(Psalm 86:3-6, NIV)

“ Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and 
the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in 

any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God.”
(2 Corinthians 1:3-4, NIV)

 4 Deep concern for the hurting.

“This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘Administer true justice; show mercy and 
compassion to one another. Do not oppress the widow or the fatherless, the alien or the 

poor. In your hearts do not think evil of each other.’”
(Zechariah 7:9-10, NIV)

“Keep yourselves in God’s love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
bring you to eternal life. Be merciful to those who doubt; snatch others from the fire and 
save them; to others show mercy, mixed with fear—hating even the clothing stained by 

corrupted flesh.”
( Jude 21-23, NIV)

n The grace of God is God’s love applied to our sin.
 4 God’s goodness toward those who deserve only punishment.

“And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have 
suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. To 

him be the power for ever and ever. Amen.”
(1 Peter 5:10-11, NIV)

 4 God’s riches at Christ’s expense (GRACE).
 4 Involves no merit in us.
 4 Involves no compensation from us.
 4 Grace is the source of our salvation.

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is 
the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast.”

(Ephesians 2:8-9, NIV)

 4 Grace is the motive behind our salvation.

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the 
heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose us in him before the 
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creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us to be 
adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will— to the 
praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. In him we have 
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s 

grace that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding.”
(Ephesians 1:3-8, NIV)

 4 Grace is the guarantee of our salvation.

“Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to 
all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of the law but also to those who are of 

the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all.”
(Romans 4:16, NIV)

“ Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given 
us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven for you, who 
through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to 

be revealed in the last time.”
(1 Peter 1:3-5, NIV)

n The grace and mercy of God…
 4 eternal.

“We also know that law is made not for the righteous but for lawbreakers and rebels, 
the ungodly and sinful, the unholy and irreligious; for those who kill their fathers 

or mothers, for murderers,”
(1 Timothy 1:9, NIV)

 4 Free.

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.”

(Romans 3:23-24, NIV)

 4 sovereign.

“And the Lord said, “I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you, and I will 
proclaim my name, the Lord, in your presence. I will have mercy on whom I will have 

mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion.”
(Exodus 33:19, NIV)

The JusTice of god
n God administers His kingdom in accordance with His law.

“Listen to me, my people; hear me, my nation: The law will go out from me; my justice will become 
a light to the nations. My righteousness draws near speedily, my salvation is on the way, and my 
arm will bring justice to the nations. The islands will look to me and wait in hope for my arm.”
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(Isaiah 51:4-5, NIV)
 4 He is always fair.

“For God does not show favoritism.”
(Romans 2:11, NIV)

 4 He is always right .

“He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just. 
A faithful God who does no wrong, upright and just is he.”

(Deuteronomy 32:4, NIV)

n The judgment of God is…
 4 authoritative.

““I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal 
life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life. I tell you the truth, a 
time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and 
those who hear will live. For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son to 

have life in himself. And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man.”
( John 5:24-27, NIV)

 4 Eternal.

“When I tried to understand all this, it was oppressive to me till I entered the sanctuary of 
God; then I understood their final destiny.”

(Psalm 73:16-17, NIV)

 4 irreversible.

“Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from 
his presence, and there was no place for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, 

standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is 
the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the 
books. The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead 

that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done. Then death 
and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. If anyone’s 

name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.”
(Revelation 20:11-15, NIV)

n Justice and other attributes…
 4 Love without justice is mere sentimentality.
 4 Omnipotence without justice is plain brutality.
 4 Love, justice, and omnipotence together are glorious reality.
n We are recipients of His justice…



- 46 -

“God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this 
to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed 

beforehand unpunished—he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be 
just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.”

(Romans 3:25-26, NIV)

 4 At the cross, God shows Himself to be just.
 4 At the cross, God shows Himself to be justifier.
n We are imitators of His justice…

“He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? 
To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.”

(Micah 6:8, NIV)

“Even though you bring me burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them. 
Though you bring choice fellowship offerings, I will have no regard for them. Away with the 
noise of your songs! I will not listen to the music of your harps. But let justice roll on like a 

river, righteousness like a never-failing stream!”
(Amos 5:22-24, NIV)

The wraTh of god
“All this is evidence that God’s judgment is right, and as a result you will be counted worthy of the 
kingdom of God, for which you are suffering. God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who 
trouble you and give relief to you who are troubled, and to us as well. This will happen when the 
Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels. He will punish those 
who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be punished with 
everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his 

power on the day he comes to be glorified in his holy people and to be marveled at among all those 
who have believed. This includes you, because you believed our testimony to you.”

(2 Thessalonians 1:5-10, NIV)

n God intensely hates all  sin.

“You love righteousness and hate wickedness; therefore God, your God, 
has set you above your companions by anointing you with the oil of joy.”

(Psalm 45:7, NIV)

“Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate wrong. 
Why then do you tolerate the treacherous? Why are you silent while the wicked 

swallow up those more righteous than themselves?”
(Habakkuk 1:13, NIV)

n God intensely hates all sinners.

“The arrogant cannot stand in your presence; you hate all who do wrong. You destroy those 
who tell lies; bloodthirsty and deceitful men the Lord abhors.”
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(Psalm 5:5-6, NIV)
“As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when 
you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who 
is now at work in those who are disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time, 
gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the 

rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.”
(Ephesians 2:1-3, NIV)

n Wrath and other attributes…
 4 Love without wrath is indifferent.
 4 Justice without wrath is ineffective.
 4 Love, justice and wrath together are indescribable.

“To wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—
Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath. “

(1 Thessalonians 1:10, NIV)

	 	 •	 We	deserved	the	wrath	of	God.
	 	 •	 Jesus	satisfied the wrath of God.
	 	 •	 We	are	saved	from	the	wrath	of	God.
n God’s wrath is a motivation for…
 4 Our purity.

“These are the things you are to do: Speak the truth to each other, and render true and 
sound judgment in your courts; do not plot evil against your neighbor, and do not love to 

swear falsely. I hate all this,” declares the Lord.
(Zechariah 8:16-17, NIV)

“Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, 
lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. 

You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. But now you must rid yourselves of 
all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. Do not 

lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices and have put on the 
new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.”

(Colossians 3:5-10, NIV)

 4 Our evangelism.

“ I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying, my conscience confirms it in the Holy 
Spirit— I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that 

I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my 
own race, the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption as sons; theirs the divine glory, the 
covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises. Theirs are the 
patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of Christ, who is God over all, 

forever praised! Amen.”
(Romans 9:1-5, NIV)
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 4 Our worship.
	 	 •	 As	unbelievers,	we	should	fear	God	in	His	wrath.

“Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever 
rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on him.” 

( John 3:36, NIV)

	 	 •	 As	believers,	we	should	exalt God in His wrath.

“Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from 
God’s wrath through him! For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him 
through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved 
through his life! Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.”
(Romans 5:9-11, NIV)

The Jealousy of god
n God is deeply committed to His glory.

“You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous 
God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of 

those who hate me,”
(Exodus 20:5, NIV)

“For my own name’s sake I delay my wrath; for the sake of my praise I hold it back from 
you, so as not to cut you off. See, I have refined you, though not as silver; I have tested you 

in the furnace of affliction. For my own sake, for my own sake, I do this. How can I let 
myself be defamed? I will not yield my glory to another.”

(Isaiah 48:9-11, NIV)

 4 He is supremely secure.
 4 He is supremely satisfying.
n God is deeply committed to our good.
 4 His jealousy brings great comfort: He will protect us.

“Then the Lord will be jealous for his land and take pity on his people. The Lord will reply 
to them: “I am sending you grain, new wine and oil, enough to satisfy you fully; never 

again will I make you an object of scorn to the nations.”
( Joel 2:18-19, NIV)

“The Lord is a jealous and avenging God; the Lord takes vengeance and is filled with 
wrath. The Lord takes vengeance on his foes and maintains his wrath against his enemies.”

(Nahum 1:2, NIV)

 4 His jealousy brings great hope: He will keep us.
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“Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord says: I will now bring Jacob back from captivity 
and will have compassion on all the people of Israel, and I will be zealous for my holy 

name. They will forget their shame and all the unfaithfulness they showed toward me when 
they lived in safety in their land with no one to make them afraid. When I have brought 

them back from the nations and have gathered them from the countries of their enemies, I 
will show myself holy through them in the sight of many nations. Then they will know that 
I am the Lord their God, for though I sent them into exile among the nations, I will gather 
them to their own land, not leaving any behind. I will no longer hide my face from them, 

for I will pour out my Spirit on the house of Israel, declares the Sovereign Lord.”
(Ezekiel 39:25-29, NIV)

 4 His jealousy breeds great worship: He will allure us.

“Do not worship any other god, for the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God.”
(Exodus 34:14, NIV)

“So now I will expose her lewdness before the eyes of her lovers; no one will take her out of 
my hands. I will stop all her celebrations: her yearly festivals, her New Moons, her Sabbath 

days—all her appointed feasts. I will ruin her vines and her fig trees, which she said were her 
pay from her lovers; I will make them a thicket, and wild animals will devour them. I will 
punish her for the days she burned incense to the Baals; she decked herself with rings and 

jewelry, and went after her lovers, but me she forgot,” declares the Lord. “Therefore I am now 
going to allure her; I will lead her into the desert and speak tenderly to her. There I will give 
her back her vineyards, and will make the Valley of Achor a door of hope. There she will sing 
as in the days of her youth, as in the day she came up out of Egypt. “In that day,” declares the 

Lord, “you will call me ‘my husband’; you will no longer call me ‘my master.’”
(Hosea 2:10-16, NIV)

n Because God is jealous…
 4 We must be zealous for His glory.
 4 We must be zealous for our good.

“To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: These are the words of the Amen, the faithful 
and true witness, the ruler of God’s creation. I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor 
hot. I wish you were either one or the other! So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor 
cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth. You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth 
and do not need a thing.’ But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind 

and naked. I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and 
white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your 
eyes, so you can see. Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent. 

Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will 
come in and eat with him, and he with me. To him who overcomes, I will give the right to sit 

with me on my throne, just as I overcame and sat down with my Father on his throne.”
(Revelation 3:14-21, NIV)
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