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The meaning of The cross

saTisfacTion through suBsTiTuTion

There is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony 

given at the proper time.
1 Timothy 2:5

These words contain “the key, not merely to the New Testament, but to the whole Bible, 
for they crystallize into a phrase the sum and substance of its message.”

J.I. Packer

divine saTisfacTion

There is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 
who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time.

1 Timothy 2:5
n God must act at all times in absolute consistency with the perfection of His 
    character.

God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I 
AM has sent me to you.’”

Exodus 3:14

I the LORD do not change. So you, O descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed.
Malachi 3:6

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the 
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.

James 1:17

n Consider the character of God…
4 He is sovereign over all.

The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it;
for he founded it upon the seas and established it upon the waters. 

Psalm 24:1-2

• He	created	all	things.

You alone are the Lord. You made the heavens, even the highest heavens, and all their 
starry host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them. 

You give life to everything, and the multitudes of heaven worship you.
Nehemiah 9:6

An excerpt from David Platt's Secret Church , Cross of Christ, see radical.net
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	 	 	 •	He	knows all things.

Do you know how the clouds hang poised, those wonders 
of him who is perfect in knowledge?

Job 37:16

For God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything.
1 John 3:20

	 	 	 •	He	sustains all things.

Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains, your justice like the great deep. 
O Lord, you preserve both man and beast.

Psalm 36:6

How many are your works, O Lord! In wisdom you made them all; the earth is full of your 
creatures. There is the sea, vast and spacious, teeming with creatures beyond number— 

living things both large and small. There the ships go to and fro, and the leviathan, 
which you formed to frolic there. These all look to you to give them their food at the 

proper time. When you give it to them, they gather it up; when you open your hand, 
they are satisfied with good things. When you hide your face, they are terrified; 
when you take away their breath, they die and return to the dust. When you 

send your Spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the earth.
Psalm 104:24-30

	 	 	 •	He	owns	all	things.

To the LORD your God belong the heavens, even the highest heavens, 
the earth and everything in it.

Deuteronomy 10:14

  4 He is holy above all.

There is no one holy like the Lord; there is no one besides you; 
there is no Rock like our God.

1 Samuel 2:2

And they were calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the 
LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.”

Isaiah 6:3

Each of the four living creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even 
under his wings. Day and night they never stop saying: “Holy, holy, holy is the 

Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come.”
Revelation 4:8
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  4 He is righteous in all His ways.

Far be it from you to do such a thing—to kill the righteous with the wicked, 
treating the righteous and the wicked alike. Far be it from you! 

Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?
Genesis 18:25

He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just. 
A faithful God who does no wrong, upright and just is he.

Deuteronomy 32:4

The LORD is righteous in all his ways and loving toward all he has made.
Psalm 145:17

  4 He is just in all His wrath.

But if our unrighteousness brings out God’s righteousness more clearly, what shall we 
say? That God is unjust in bringing his wrath on us? (I am using a human argument.) 

Certainly not! If that were so, how could God judge the world?
Romans 3:5-6

All this is evidence that God’s judgment is right, and as a result you will be counted worthy 
of the kingdom of God, for which you are suffering. God is just: He will pay back trouble 
to those who trouble you and give relief to you who are troubled, and to us as well. This 

will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful 
angels. He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus. They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence 

of the Lord and from the majesty of his power on the day he comes to be glorified 
in his holy people and to be marveled at among all those who have believed. 

This includes you, because you believed our testimony to you.
2 Thessalonians 1:5-10

	 	 	 •	He	is	indignant	toward	sin.

You love righteousness and hate wickedness; therefore God, your God, 
has set you above your companions by anointing you with the oil of joy.

Psalm 45:7

Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate wrong. Why then do you 
tolerate the treacherous? Why are you silent while the wicked 

swallow up those more righteous than themselves?
Habakkuk 1:13
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	 	 	 •	He	is	intolerant of sinners.

“The arrogant cannot stand in your presence; you hate all who do wrong. You destroy 
those who tell lies; bloodthirsty and deceitful men the Lord abhors.”

Psalm 5:5-6

But Lot’s wife looked back, and she became a pillar of salt.
Genesis 19:26

Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu took their censers, put fire in them and added incense; and 
they offered unauthorized fire before the LORD, contrary to his command. So fire came out 

from the presence of the LORD and consumed them, and they died before the LORD.
Leviticus 10:1-2

While the Israelites were in the desert, a man was found gathering wood on the Sabbath 
day. Those who found him gathering wood brought him to Moses and Aaron and the 

whole assembly, and they kept him in custody, because it was not clear what should be done 
to him. Then the LORD said to Moses, “The man must die. The whole assembly must 

stone him outside the camp.” So the assembly took him outside the camp and 
stoned him to death, as the LORD commanded Moses.

Numbers 15:32-36

Then Moses raised his arm and struck the rock twice with his staff. Water gushed out, 
and the community and their livestock drank. But the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, 

“Because you did not trust in me enough to honor me as holy in the sight of the 
Israelites, you will not bring this community into the land I give them.”

Numbers 20:11-12

Joshua said, “Why have you brought this trouble on us? The LORD will bring 
trouble on you today.”  Then all Israel stoned him, and after 

they had stoned the rest, they burned them.
Joshua 7:25

When they came to the threshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah reached out and took hold 
of the ark of God, because the oxen stumbled. The LORD’s anger burned 

against Uzzah because of his irreverent act; therefore God struck 
him down and he died there beside the ark of God.

2 Samuel 6:6-7

At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men came in 
and, finding her dead, carried her out and buried her beside her husband. 
Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard about these events.

Acts 5:10-11



- 20 -

  4 He is loving toward all His creation.

And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. 
Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him.

1 John 4:16

 n Consider the sinfulness of man…
  4 We have denounced His sovereignty.

When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, 
and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to 

her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them 
were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed 

fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.
Genesis 3:6-7

He is to lay both hands on the head of the live goat and confess over it all the wickedness 
and rebellion of the Israelites—all their sins—and put them on the goat’s head. He shall 

send the goat away into the desert in the care of a man appointed for the task.
Leviticus 16:21

  4 We have dishonored His holiness.

Therefore say to the house of Israel, “This is what the Sovereign LORD says: It is not for 
your sake, O house of Israel, that I am going to do these things, but for the sake of my holy 
name, which you have profaned among the nations where you have gone. I will show the 

holiness of my great name, which has been profaned among the nations, the name you have 
profaned among them. Then the nations will know that I am the LORD, declares 

the Sovereign LORD, when I show myself holy through you before their eyes.”
Ezekiel 36:22-23

For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but 
their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. Although they claimed 
to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made 
to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles. Therefore God gave them over 
in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with 

one another. They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served 
created things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen. 

Romans 1:21-25

  4 We have despised His righteousness.

As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands, 
no one who seeks God. All have turned away, they have together become worthless; 

there is no one who does good, not even one.”
Romans 3:10-12
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When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of righteousness.
Romans 6:20

  4 We have disregarded His wrath.

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when 
you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who 
is now at work in those who are disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time, 

gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. 
Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.

Ephesians 2:1-4

  4 We have denied His love.

Do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, tolerance and patience, 
not realizing that God’s kindness leads you toward repentance?

Romans 2:4

 n The Divine Dilemma
  4 The problem…
	 	 	 •How	can	a	just	God	be	kind to rebellious sinners who are due His   
     wrath?

Acquitting the guilty and condemning the innocent— the LORD detests them both.
Proverbs 17:15

  4 The tension…
	 	 	 •	How	can	God	express	His	holiness	without	consuming us in our sin?
	 	 	 •	How	can	God	express	His	love	without	condoning us in our sin?
	 	 	 •	How	can	God	judge	sin	and	justify	the	sinner	at	the	same	time?
	 	 	 •	How	can	God	satisfy	Himself	and	save	us	at	the	same	time?

How can I give you up, Ephraim? How can I hand you over, Israel? How can I treat you 
like Admah? How can I make you like Zeboiim? My heart is changed within me; all my 

compassion is aroused. I will not carry out my fierce anger, nor will I turn and 
devastate Ephraim. For I am God, and not man— the Holy One 

among you. I will not come in wrath. 
Hosea 11:8-9

  4 The reality…
	 	 	 •	First	and	foremost,	the	cross	is	concerned	with	a	demonstration   
      of the character of God.

God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this 
to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed 
beforehand unpunished— he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, 

so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.
Romans 3:25-26
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    b God’s forgiveness of our sin is a threat to His character.

Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.” Nathan replied, 
“The LORD has taken away your sin. You are not going to die.”

2 Samuel 12:13

    b Before the cross is for anyone else’s sake, the cross is for God’s   
       sake.

“If I would appreciate the blood of Christ I must accept God’s valuation of it, 
for the blood is not primarily for me but for God.”

Watchman Nee

	 	 	 •	The	glory of God drove Jesus to the cross.

“Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? 
No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. Father, glorify your name!”

John 12:27-28

    b He shows us that sin is infinitely offensive.
     l There is no room for self-exaltation at the cross.
     l Everything at the cross is God-exaltation.
    b He shows us that God is infinitely glorious.
     l The cross is not a display of the finite worth of man.
     l The cross is a display of the infinite worth of God.

  4 The provision…
	 	 	 •	How	does	God	satisfy	Himself	and	save	sinners	at	the	same	time?

divine suBsTiTuTion

There is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the 

testimony given at the proper time.
1 Timothy 2:5

 n God satisfies Himself by substituting Himself in the place of sinners.

God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him 
we might become the righteousness of God.

2 Corinthians 5:21

 n Consider the person of Christ…

“The possibility of substitution rests on the identity of the substitute.”
John Stott
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  4 Jesus is fully man.

For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order that he 
might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, 

and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people.
Hebrews 2:17

	 	 	 •	He	was	born	of	a	virgin.

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be 
married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the 
Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose 

her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. But after he had 
considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 

“Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, 
because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.”

Matthew 1:18-20

The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.”

Luke 1:35

	 	 	 •	He	possessed	the	full	range	of	human	characteristics.
    b A human body.

And she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him 
in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

Luke 2:7

And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, 
and the grace of God was upon him.

Luke 2:40

Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. 
It was about the sixth hour.

John 4:6

After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.
Matthew 4:2

    b A human mind.

And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.
Luke 2:52
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    b A human soul.

“Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? 
No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour.”

John 12:27

After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and testified, 
“I tell you the truth, one of you is going to betray me.”

John 13:21

Then he said to them, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. 
Stay here and keep watch with me.”

Matthew 26:38

    b Human emotions.

When Jesus heard this, he was astonished and said to those following him, 
“I tell you the truth, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith.”

Matthew 8:10

Jesus wept.
John 11:35

During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with 
loud cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, 

and he was heard because of his reverent submission.
Hebrews 5:7-8

    b Human observation.

When Jesus had finished these parables, he moved on from there. Coming to his hometown, 
he began teaching the people in their synagogue, and they were amazed. “Where did this 
man get this wisdom and these miraculous powers?” they asked. “Isn’t this the carpenter’s 

son? Isn’t his mother’s name Mary, and aren’t his brothers James, Joseph, Simon and 
Judas? Aren’t all his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all these things?” 

And they took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, “Only in his hometown 
and in his own house is a prophet without honor.”  And he did not do 

many miracles there because of their lack of faith. 
Matthew 13:53-58

	 	 	 •	He	is	fully	able	to	identify	with	us.

Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the 
Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have a high priest who 

is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in 
every way, just as we are—yet was without sin. Let us then approach the throne of grace 

with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.
Hebrews 4:14-16
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    b He is familiar with our struggles.
    b He is familiar with our sorrow.
    b He is familiar with our suffering.

  4 Jesus is fully God.

“The doctrine of Christ’s divinity seems to me not something stuck on which you 
can unstick but something that peeps out at every point so that you’d have 

to unravel the whole web to get rid of it.”
C.S. Lewis

	 	 	 •	His	identity…

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing 

was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of men.
 John 1:1-4

    b He is eternal.

But about the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever, 
and righteousness will be the scepter of your kingdom.”

Hebrews 1:8

    b He is Creator.

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by him all things 
were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones 

or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him.
Colossians 1:15-16

    b He is Sustainer.

He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.
Colossians 1:17

    b He is omnipotent.

He replied, “You of little faith, why are you so afraid?” Then he got up and rebuked the 
winds and the waves, and it was completely calm. The men were amazed and asked, 

“What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves obey him!” 
Matthew 8:26-27

And he directed the people to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two 
fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave 

them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people.
Matthew 14:19
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    b He is omniscient.

Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in their hearts, 
and he said to them, “Why are you thinking these things?”

Mark 2:8

He did not need man’s testimony about man, for he knew what was in a man.
John 2:25

“Now we can see that you know all things and that you do not even need to have anyone 
ask you questions. This makes us believe that you came from God.”

John 16:30

    b He is sovereign.

When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” Now 
some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, “Why does this fellow 

talk like that? He’s blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 
Mark 2:5-7

At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 
hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, 

Father, for this was your good pleasure. All things have been committed to me by 
my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the 
Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.” 

Matthew 11:25-27

	 	 	 •	His	testimony…

“I tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!”
John 8:58

“I and the Father are one.”
John 10:30

	 	 	 •	Man’s	testimony…

Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”
John 20:28

For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form,…
Colossians 2:9

The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining 
all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he 

sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.
Hebrews 1:3
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“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, 
and who is to come, the Almighty.”

Revelation 1:8

	 	 	 •	The	quintilemma…
    b Is Jesus a legend?
    b Is Jesus a lama?
    b Is Jesus a liar?
    b Is Jesus a lunatic?
    b Is Jesus Lord?

“You can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit on Him and kill Him as a demon; or you 
can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God.  But let us not come with any 

patronizing nonsense about His being a great human teacher.  He has not 
left that open to us.  He did not intend to.”

C.S. Lewis

	 	 	 •	Jesus	is	fully	able	to	identify	with	God.

“He suffered not as God, but he who suffered was God.”
John Owen

  4 The person of Christ is a mysterious unity of two natures.

“Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is God and man...perfect God, and perfect man...
who although he be God and man; yet he is not two, but one Christ; one, not by conversion 

of the Godhead into flesh; but by taking of the manhood into God.”
Athanasian Creed

	 	 	 •	His	human	nature	and	divine	nature	are	different.
    b He has returned to heaven AND He is present with us.

After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their 
sight. They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men 
dressed in white stood beside them. “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here 

looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, 
will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”

Acts 1:9-11

And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.
Matthew 28:20

    b He was 30 years old AND He eternally existed.

Now Jesus himself was about thirty years old when he began his ministry.
Luke 3:23
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“I tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!”
John 8:58

    b He was tired AND omnipotent.

Without warning, a furious storm came up on the lake, so that the waves 
swept over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping.

Matthew 8:24

He replied, “You of little faith, why are you so afraid?” Then he got up and rebuked the 
winds and the waves, and it was completely calm. The men were amazed and asked, 

“What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves obey him!”
 Matthew 8:26-27

    b He was born a baby AND He sustains the universe.

And she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed 
him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

Luke 2:7

For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and 

for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.
Colossians 1:16-17

    b He lost his human life AND He possesses divine authority.

Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” 
When he had said this, he breathed his last.

Luke 23:46

The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to take it up again. No 
one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down 

and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.
John 10:17-18

	 	 	 •	His	human	nature	and	divine	nature	are	unified.

“I tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!”
John 8:58

For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ 
died for our sins according to the Scriptures,…

1 Corinthians 15:3
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I came from the Father and entered the world; now I am leaving the 
world and going back to the Father.

John 16:28

And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.
Matthew 28:20

  4 The person of Christ on the cross…
	 	 	 •	Not	Jesus	alone.
	 	 	 •	Not	God	alone.
		 	 	 •	God in Christ. 

For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile 
to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making 

peace through his blood, shed on the cross.
Colossians 1:19-20

 n Consider the purpose of Christ…

For the Son of Man came to seek and save what was lost.
Luke 19:10

  4 Jesus came to live a sinless life.

“What is truth?” Pilate asked. With this he went out again to the Jews and said, 
“I find no basis for a charge against him.”

John 18:38

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we 
have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin.

Hebrews 4:15

…the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. 
1 Peter 1:19

But you know that he appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him is no sin.
1 John 3:5

	 	 	 •	He	was	obedient.

If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed 
my Father’s commands and remain in his love.

John 15:10
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	 	 	 •	He	was	righteous.

…because you will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay.
Acts 2:27

God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God.

2 Corinthians 5:21

My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we 
have one who speaks to the Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.

1 John 2:1

  4 Jesus came to die a substitutionary death.
	 	 	 •	He	assumed	our	identity.

For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order that he might 
become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he 

might make atonement for the sins of the people.
Hebrews 2:17

    b He died in the place of the disobedient.
    b He died in the place of the unrighteous.

Then one of them, named Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, spoke up, “You know 
nothing at all! You do not realize that it is better for you that one man die for the people 

than that the whole nation perish.” He did not say this on his own, but as high priest that 
year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the Jewish nation, and not only for that nation 

but also for the scattered children of God, to bring them together and make them one. 
So from that day on they plotted to take his life.

John 11:49-53

You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 
Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might 

possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us.

Romans 5:6-8

For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one 
died for all, and therefore all died.

2 Corinthians 5:14

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: 
“Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.”

Galatians 3:13
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He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for 
righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.

1 Peter 2:24

	 	 	 	 •	He	accomplished	our	salvation.

I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live 
in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

Galatians 2:20

Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil 
behavior. But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to 

present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation—
Colossians 1:21-22

 n The Divine Dilemma Solved
  4 Divine Satisfaction…
	 	 	 •	The	totality	of	God’s	character is expressed.

Love and faithfulness meet together; righteousness and peace kiss each other.
Psalm 85:10

LORD, I have heard of your fame; I stand in awe of your deeds, O LORD. 
Renew them in our day, in our time make them known; in wrath remember mercy.

Habakkuk 3:2

  4 Divine Substitution
	 	 	 •	Salvation	through	God’s	Son is achieved.
	 	 	 •	The	essence	of	sin:	Man	substitutes	himself	for	God.
    b Man asserts himself against God and puts himself where only   
       God deserves to be.
	 	 	 •	The	essence	of	salvation:	God	substitutes	Himself	for	man.
    b God sacrifices Himself for man and puts Himself where only   
       man deserves to be.

God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God.

2 Corinthians 5:21

  4 Satisfaction through substitution…
	 	 	 •	At	the	cross,	God	expresses His judgment on sin.
	 	 	 •	At	the	cross,	God	endures His judgment against sin.
	 	 	 •	At	the	cross,	God	enables salvation for sinners.

 n Consider the prophecy of Christ…

Isaiah 53 is “the Bible in miniature and the Gospel in essence.”
Charles Spurgeon
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  4 An Important Passage…
	 	 	 •	8 of the 12 verses are attributed to Jesus in the NT.
	 	 	 •	Quoted	7 times in the New Testament.

When evening came, many who were demon-possessed were brought to him, and he drove 
out the spirits with a word and healed all the sick. This was to fulfill what was spoken 

through the prophet Isaiah: “He took up our infirmities and carried our diseases.”
Matthew 8:16-17

It is written: And he was numbered with the transgressors; and I tell you that this must be 
fulfilled in me. Yes, what is written about me is reaching its fulfillment.

Luke 22:37

This was to fulfill the word of Isaiah the prophet:  “Lord, who has believed our 
message and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?”

John 12:38

But not all the Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah says, 
“Lord, who has believed our message?”

Rom. 10:16

The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture: “He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, 
and as a lamb before the shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth. In his 

humiliation he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his descendants? 
For his life was taken from the earth.”

Acts 8:32-33

It has always been my ambition to preach the gospel where Christ was not known, so that 
I would not be building on someone else’s foundation. Rather, as it is written: “Those who 

were not told about him will see, and those who have not heard will understand.”
Rom. 15:20-21

“He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” When they hurled their 
insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he 

entrusted himself to him who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, 
so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been 

healed. For you were like sheep going astray, but now you have 
returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

1 Peter 2:22-25

  4 An Insightful Passage…
	 	 	 •	See	the	person	of	Christ.
    b His humanity: He is familiar with suffering (3).
    b His deity: He is free from sin (9).
	 	 	 •	See	the	sinfulness	of	man	(4-6,	8,	12).
	 	 	 •	See	the	substitution	of	God	(4-6,	10-12).
	 	 	 •	See	the	satisfaction	of	God	(6,	10-11).
	 	 	 •	See	the	salvation	of	men	(11).




